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George’s jottings: 

The year 2016 is here.  What emotion do you attach to that statement?  Perhaps you are 
relieved that 2015 is over.  Maybe you feel a sense of dread that 2016 is here with all of the 
pending presidential political discussion.  Perchance you do not have any particular emotion; it is 
just another year.  Allow me to suggest that for 2016 you adopt the emotion of excitement!  Here is 
why. 
 

For those people who have no sense of God, life is but a series of recurring cycles.  They 
see history as comprised of recurring cycles: conception, birth, life, death, and dust; followed by 
another generation of conception, birth, life, death, and dust.  In this manner, life itself is 
composed of endless recurring cycles.  One rises in the morning, eats and drinks to nourish the 
body, works, eats and drinks to nourish the body, works, and then sleeps.  The cycle recurs 
repeatedly.  Without God, there is no progression.  That is what it means to be born once. 
 
 We, as Christians, are born again.  That means we believe that life is a linear history and 
that humanity is moving toward a final goal—the decisive establishment of the kingdom of God 
brought about by God making and then fulfilling promises.  Life is not just the same thing done 
again; it is always pressing forward.  Life is exciting because God invites us to experience Him in 
the present while we await Him in the future.  As a church, we have experienced God in more 
ways in 2015 than the past.  This makes the coming of 2016 even more exciting.  The Apostle 
Paul said, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  I am 
excited about doing that.  Are you? 

 
Please feel free to call me as needs arise at 371-2154 or you can email me 
Stefani.George@gmail.com.  
 

In Christ’s Love, 
 

Pastor George 

 

 

mailto:Stefani.George@gmail.com
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SCHEDULE OF MAJOR EVENTS FOR JANUARY 2016 

 

 

 
 

Monday, January 4 at 5:30 pm - We will distribute personal 
care items (e.g. toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, etc.) to 
those in need at Troy Area United Ministries.  We will not be 
serving a meal this month.  Volunteers to distribute the personal 
care items are needed. 

 

 

Tuesday, January 12 at 7:00 pm – CABA Spiritual 
Development lay study class begins.  Experience a deeper 
journey of spiritual growth through the disciplines of Scripture 
reading, journaling, prayer and personal interactions.  This class 
will be done on-line allowing students to be warm and 
comfortable at home. 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 17 – The Executive Component will meet 
after worship service to discuss final details for the Annual 
Meeting. 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 31 – Annual meeting of the Latham 
Community Baptist Church immediately following worship 
service.  A light luncheon will be served. 

 

 
 

Wednesday, February 3, 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm – We host an 
American Red Cross Blood Drive.  Donors and volunteer 
workers are needed.   

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 

On Sunday, December 20, we held a Blue Christmas worship service and a reception.  

This service ministers to those people who are suffering with the loss of a loved one.  

Few from the church attended.  However, those from the church and those from the 

community who came to find peace at Christmas even in the midst of their pain said the 

service and fellowship was exceptionally healing for them.  The sanctuary, accented 

with blue lighting and accompanied by music videos created just for this service, made 

for an inviting space to experience God’s healing.  Developing church ministries 
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 Blue Christmas (con’t) 

requires congregational involvement and participation.  I wish to express many thanks 

to those who came, cared, and ministered. 

Pastor George 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Becky and I want to thank the congregation of Latham Community Baptist Church for your very 
generous and thoughtful Christmas present.  We feel blessed to have this opportunity to 
worship and minister at LCBC.  We look forward to another great year together.  Once again, 
thank you for your many expressions of love and your gift. 
 

         Pastor George 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

1/3 Craig Nadler 
1/9 Carol Wilsey 
1/10 Hannah Madison 
1/10 Diane Freer 
1/13 Helen Filkins 
1/12 Aidan Chaffin, 
1/15 Christine Houghton 
1/15 Dianne Lourinia 
1/16 Denise Church 
1/19 Dick Weller 
1/22 Carolyn Hoag 
1/25 Barbara Preissler 
1/29 Bruce Rosenthal 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 

Please remember the following persons in 

your prayers. 

 

Carol Wilsey will be having reconstructive 

surgery on her foot.  It will be an eight to ten 

hour time frame.  Following that surgery she 

will need an additional surgery for follow-up 

the work that was done during the first 

surgery.  The first surgery will require her to 

be in the hospital two or three weeks.  Let 

us all pray that the surgeries all go well and 

she will be on the road to a speedy recovery 

once they are completed. 

 

Krystle Sheldon Wilkerson and her family 

excitedly look forward to her baby’s delivery  

on or about January 16.  Let us pray that all 

goes well and she has a healthy baby.  

Please keep all of them in your prayers. 

 

Please remember Danielle Lasher Rozzano 

in your prayers.  Danielle is seven month’s 

pregnant and she and her husband Joe 

have been advised that their baby has a 

heart problem and will require open heart 

surgery when he is born.  This surgery is 

one that is required frequently but there is 

certainly still a concern.  Prayers are  

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Care Corner (cont.) 

certainly appreciated.  This is the first boy in 

four generation of the Sheldon family and is 

certainly going to be an experience. 

 

Linda and Bruce Rosenthal are still strug-

gling with an upper respiratory infection that 

is hanging on and on.  Prayers for a quick 

recovery at this point are more than 

welcome.  Since they are some-what house, 

cards would also be appreciated. 

 

Elain Morris has asked for prayers for two of 

her coworkers, Donna and Faye, who are 

both going through cancer treatments.  

Please prayer for these two. 

 

Brandon and Emily’s Uncle Bobby is not 

doing well at this time and is now using a 

wheelchair to get around.  Please place him 

on your prayer chain. 

 

Thank you for all the many prayers requests 

that have been brought forth today and also 

for the ones that we do not know about that 

happen each and every day. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL         

  HYMN BOOK 

 

   The Supplemental Hymn Book was ready 

for the beginning of the Advent season.  

Now it is time to prepare for the Lenten 

season and the General portion of the book. 

Watch the bulletin for a date to assembly 

the next pages of this book.  More hands 

will mean less time getting the pages all 

together.  Thank you for anyone who will be 

able to help. 

 
 

   The next meeting of the Women’s Fellow-

ship will be held on Monday, Jan. 18th, at 

noon.  This will be a potluck luncheon and 

fun and fellowship meeting and the program 

will be arranged by Diane Freer, Beck 

Stefani, and Lucille Sheldon.   This meeting 

will be taking the place of the usual Annual 

Christmas Luncheon that has been held 

other years. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Hymn:   
A distinguished theologian spoke to a 
Sunday School class for over two hours, and 
his remarks were too deep for the students 
to comprehend. 
 
At the conclusion, the superintendent asked 
the class what hymn they would like to sing.  
Their unanimous choice:  “Revive Us 
Again!”  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
   It doesn’t seem as though three years 

have gone by already.  Where did all that 

time go?  It just seemed to fly.  On January 

31st, we will have our Annual Corporation 

and Congregation meeting.  At time you will 

elect new officers and Trustees for this 

church.  As the constitution states a 

Moderator may only serve for three years.  I 

will be retiring from that position and a new 

person will take over as Moderator.  Please  

look forward to the next Moderator’s 

posting.  At this time I can’t tell you the title  

        

  

  

  

Women’s  

Fellowship  

Meeting   
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Lu’s Lyre (con’t) 

because the new moderator hasn’t been 

elected, so you’ll have to wait and be 

surprised.   

   Thank you to everyone in the 

congregation, as well as friends, who I have 

worked with during my three years as your 

Moderator.  It was a great learning 

experience. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
   

   Thanks to all those who participated in the 
ruler project for the Women's Fellowship.    
   There is still one ruler not turned in.   
   There will be a complete financial 
accounting of the funds raised in early        
January. 
                    Diane Freer and Carolyn Hoag 
 
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Each day for the past year I have been 

using “The One Year Book of Hymns” a 365 

Devotional Readings Based on Great 

Hymns of the Faith.  The book is compiled 

and edited by Robert KI. Brown and Mark R 

Norton and Devotions are written by William 

J. Petersen and Randy Petersen.  The book 

is published by Tyndale House Publishers, 

Inc. Wheaton, Illinois. 

      Having pursued an interest in religious 

music for most of my life, most of the hymns 

are familiar.  Every once in a while I would 

come across one that I didn’t recognize.  

The hymn I have chosen for this issue is 

one that I don’t remember hearing before 

but the words have a lot of meaning to them  

and I wish to share this hymn with all of you. 

      Each week across the country, small 

groups of Christians meet together for Bible 

study and prayer.  As they share prayer 

requests, one member faithfully jots down 

the various needs and concerns.  One 

person might need a job, another is having 

financial troubles, still another is about to 

enter the hospital.  Week after week they 

pray for these personal needs. 

      At the end of the year, if the group takes 

the time to go back through the year’s 

prayer requests, they may be stunned to 

see how God has been working throughout 

the year.  Not every request will have been 

answered the way they wanted or expected, 

but it will be amazing how many were.  

Some situations probably turned out even 

better than anyone had hoped. 

    Now I’m off to find the music for this 

hymn. 

     After looking back at the events of the 

previous year, we need to make a point of 

thanking God “for all the blessings of the 

year.”  

 

For All the Blessings of the Year 

 

For all the blessings of the year. 

For all the friends we hold so dear 

]For peace on earth, both far and near. 

We thank Thee, O Lord. 

 

For life and health, those common things, 

Which every day and hour brings, 

For home, where our affection clings, 

We thank Thee, O Lord. 

 

For love of Thine, which never tires, 

Which all our better thought inspires,. 

And warms our lives with heavenly fires, 

We thank Thee, O Lord, 

                            Albert H. Hutchinson (n.d,) 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Hymn  

  To Worship 

       By  

Women’s Fellowship 
Ruler Project 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
The Puzzle Corner is back for 2016.  This month’s puzzle is a Hidden Word.  Among the contents 
of the Bible are the following types of writing.  Find these words hidden in the sentences below. 
 

 
law 

 
history 

 
prophecy 

 
prayer 

 
poetry 

 

 
hymn 

 

 
gospel 

 

 
letters 

 
sermon 

 
 

 
parable 

 
 

1.  “Be sure to bring your #2 pencils and an eraser Monday for 

the test,” announced the teacher. 

2. Don’t try to enlist in the Marines if your health is below par.  

Able-bodied recruits are the only ones being accepted. 

3. My cousin Lila works in a doctor’s office. 

4. The Whigs opposed the British king and his Tory 

sympathizers. 

5. A good author for mystery lovers is Edgar Allen Poe.  Try 

reading some of his macabre short stories. 

6. “Cheer up. Ray, Eric has volunteered to work your shift 

tonight/” 

7. “Let terse, angry words be put aside in the interest of 

peace,” the ambassador pleaded. 

8. The Galapagos, Pelau, and Canary Islands are among the 

places I hope to visit. 

9. Unless you approach them with complete apathy, mnemonic 

techniques really can assist your memory. 

10. When asked to design a stage prop, he cycled back to the      

  office and got right to work. 
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Is Winter Really 

Here to Stay? 


