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George’s jottings:
Praise God we have arrived together at the season of Advent.
This is a wonderful season of discovering God’s gift to humanity. The
prophet Isaiah revealed God’s plan to bring forth a child called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. What
did God mean by these words? Do these words have meaning for you?
Do you think these words have meaning to your family or to your
neighbors? Can we even hear these words through the turbulence and
tinsel of today?

George’s jottings:

God meant miraculous things through these words. God meant
He was coming into the world in a new way to demonstrate the power of
His love. He would come into this world to live among us. This was an
act of love. He came as Counselor, God, Father, and Prince to love us
and teach us to love one another. He would come into this world to die
for us. This was an act of love. He gave himself over to death with the
character of wonder and might to bring everlasting peace to all those who
would believe in Him.
This Advent season, please take the time to let God’s words break
through the traditions and busyness of this season. Listen to what God
meant for this day and allow His thoughts to come into your life; then
share them with those around you.
Please feel free to call me as needs arise at 371-2154 or you can
email me Stefani.George@gmail.com.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor George
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SCHEDULE OF MAJOR EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 2015

Wednesday, December 2 – The American Red Cross will
host a blood drive at the church from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

Monday, December 7 – We will serve our community meal
to those in need at the Troy Area United Ministries facility and
providing personal care items to those attending the meal.

Sunday, December 13 – Christmas Party for Jesus! Sign-up
sheets are now posted in the Narthex. Come and enjoy a
great meal, good fellowship, and fun. Invite a friend – bring
your grandchildren – see you there!

Saturday, December 13 at 2:00 pm – The women in the
Church are invited to the Stefani home for an afternoon of fun
and fellowship, and dessert. Please bring a $10-15 gift for a
Yankee Swap. Questions and RSVP December 7;
call Becky 371-2154.

Sunday, December 20 at 2:00 pm – Our first Blue Christmas
service of remembrance and hope for those who are
experiencing the pain of loss this Christmas.

Thursday, December 24 at 7:00 pm – Join us for our
Christmas Eve service for a time of great music and
celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior.
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MISSION NIGHT MONDAY

Please plan to participate in our Mission Night Monday at Troy Area United Ministries in Troy.
The first Monday of every month, from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, we serve a meal to the community
in South Troy. We also will be distributing personal care items (e.g. toothpaste, shampoo,
soap, etc.) that we and other area churches donate each month. This is a great time of
fellowship and sharing the love of Christ. See you there.

BLUE CHRISTMAS
On Sunday, December 20, 2014, at 2:00 pm, LCBC will host a Blue Christmas worship
service. A Blue Christmas service is held for those people who are struggling to
celebrate with great joy at Christmas because they are experiencing the pain of a loss
because a loved one has died or have a loved one who is seriously ill. It is a time of
remembrance and hope. Please let people know about this service and then come
even if you are not experiencing the pain of loss. Your presence is a power gift of
compassion to those who are hurting.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION - YANKEE SWAP

On Saturday, December 19, 2014, at 1:00 pm, Becky Stefani will host a Christmas celebration
for the women of the church at her home (13 Parkland Court, Clifton Park). It will be a great
time of fellowship, food, and a Yankee swap gift exchange. Please sign up to attend and
bring a wrapped gift ($15 or less) to include in the gift exchange. If you have any questions,
give Becky a call at 371-2154.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Heather Freer Kurut
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Bill Tucker
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Sue Lorey

12/27

Danny Lourinia

12/28

Marie Bonner

12/29

Brendan Woodworth

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

At this time we have several people that are in
need of healing. Would you please put them
on your prayer list?
Carol Wilsey has had surgery on her foot for
cancer and the doctor has advised her that the
cancer has not spread to any place else. It
was all contained in her foot. She is home
from the hospital but will have to return to have
the incision closed up. She is extremely
thankful for all the cards and phone call that
she has had prior to her surgery, while she was
in the hospital and now that she is home.
Please keep praying for healing of the foot.
Would you please keep Lucille’s granddaughter, Danielle and her husband Joe
Razzano in your prayers? They have just been
advised that the baby boy that Danielle is
carrying has a heart problem and will need
open-heart surgery right after he is born. This
is their second child and is quite stressful for
both of them. Thank you
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Ed Ketterson still needs prayer for healing and
for freedom from foot pain. He’s having a hard
time getting around.
Both Linda and Bruce Rosenthal have been
suffering from respiratory problems for several
weeks. Would you please prayer that the
doctor will find the right medication to cure
them both from these problems?
The congregation has been advised that
Fayette Wing has been moved to the Albany
County Nursing Home after being diagnosed
with congestive heart failure and dementia.
Cards would be more than welcomed. His new
address is as follows
Fayette Wing
Albany County Nursing Home
Room 3 Highrise
780 Albany Shaker Rd
Albany NY 12211
Thank you so much for your prayers. You all
know the power of prayer and each of the
people of our list appreciated all the prayers
that we have for them.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Women’s
Fellowship
Meeting
There will be no meeting of the Women’s
Fellowship in December. The next meeting will
be held on January 18, 2016 in the Fellowship
Hall of the church. Diane Freer, Becky Stefani
and Lucille Sheldon will be in charge of a
Potluck Luncheon,
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Birthday Party
for
Jesus

The Annual Birthday Party for Jesus will
be held on Sunday, December 13, 2015,
directly following our morning worship service.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex of the
Sanctuary to sign-up your family and the
number of members attending.
Come and join us for some Christian
Fellowship and celebration of the birth of our
Lord and Savior.

It certainly doesn’t seem possible that
the year 2015 has just blown by and pretty
soon it will be 2016. I don’t know about you,
but I believe the older we get the calendar
blows by faster and we get less accomplished.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SUPPLEMENTAL
HYMN BOOK
Our new supplemental hymn books are
now in the pews. Additional Christmas music
is now in them. When the Advent season is
over we will begin to work on the extra hymns
for Communion, Baptism, Dedication, Easter,
Thanksgiving and General hymns and praise
songs that are not included in the regular hymn
books that are in the pews.
If you are interested in helping with the
above sections of the supplemental book, let
Diane Freer, Lucille Sheldon or Pastor know
and you will be notified when we begin the
work again.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Rev. Billy Graham tells of a time early in
his career when he arrived in a small town to
preach a sermon. Wanting to mail a letter, he
asked a young boy were the post office was.
When the boy had told him, Dr. Graham
thanked him and said, “If you’ll come to the
Baptist church this evening, you can hear me
telling everyone how to get to heaven.”
“I don’t think I’ll be there,
the boy said.
You don’t even know your way to the post
office.”
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In a couple of weeks we will be
announcing that all annual reports from
committees will be due for the Annual Report
of the church. This is the first reminder that
reports are due in no later than January 10th so
they may be printer, collated and put together
in time for the Sunday before the Annual
meeting.
Please remember to have your report in
on time. I thank you.
Christmas is a time to reflect and rejoice in the
birth of Jesus – God’s gracious gift!

Wishing all of you a Blessed
Christmas!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A Hymn
to
Worship By

In our new Supplemental Hymn Book
you will find the hymn that is our Hymn to
Worship By on Page 5.
Enjoy this hymn as you prepare for the
coming of our Lord and Savior over the next
few weeks.
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A Hymn to Worship By (con/t)
Were You There on That Christmas Night
The composer of the hymn is Natalie
Sleeth
Natalie Allyn Sleeth (née Wakeley) (October
29, 1930 – March 21, 1992) was an American
composer.
Sleeth was born in Evanston, Illinois. In
1934, she began to study the piano at the
early age of four. Later in her life, she
received an Academic major in music and a
BA in music
theory at Wellesley College in
Massachusetts. She married a Professor of
Homiletics, Reverend Ronald E. Sleeth.
One of her best-known anthems for choir
is entitled "Joy in the Morning" and was
written for the West Virginia Wesleyan
College concert chorale on the occasion of
her husband's
inauguration as the president of West
Virginia Wesleyan College in 1977.

Were you there, were you there on that
Christmas night,
When the world was filled with a holy light?
Were you there to behold when the wonder
foretold came to earth?
Did you see, did you see how they hailed
him King,
With the gifts so rare that they close to
bring?
Did you see ow they bowed, as they praised
him aloud at his birth?
Did you hear how the choirs of angels sang
at the glory of the sight?
Did you hear how the bells of heaven rang
all through the night?
Did you now, did you know it was God’s
own Son,
The salvation of the world begun?
Did you know it was love that was sent from
above to the earth?

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

