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George’s jottings:

This past month, the Barna Group produced some
interesting statistics on the percentage of the US population that
are “churchless.” The term “churchless” means an individual has
not attended church in the last six months except for holidays and
special events. The essence of this definition is the person has
little or no personal connection to a local congregation. The data
indicates that the city with the greatest number of “churchless”
people is in San Francisco, California with 61% of the people not
attending church. The NY Capital District
(Albany/Schenectady/Troy) came in 8th place on the list with 50% of
the people “churchless.” That means, every other person you see
while shopping, eating in a restaurant, at work, in school, in traffic,
or at a family reunion is likely a stranger to the Christian life and life
of Christian church. Now ask yourself this question, “Would those
‘churchless’ people know I was a Christian, a churched person, by
the way I spoke and conducted myself?”
SCHEDULE of MAJOR EVENTS FOR JANUARY

The early Christians and the early Church lived in a
“churchless” society far beyond anything we could imagine. Yet,
their distinctive words and behavior captivated the “churchless”
because the Christians openly shared faith, love, and hope. This is
why it is so critical to our Christian witness to be distinctive in word
and deed and to reach out to those in the community to share our
faith in Christ. Remember, at least half of the people you meet
today are watching to see what it means to be “churched.” What
will they think after meeting you?
Please feel free to call me as needs arise at 371-2154 or you can
email me Stefani.George@gmail.com.
In Christ’s Love,
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SCHEDULE OF MAJOR EVENTS FOR MAY 2015
Monday, May 4 – We will serve our community
meal to those in need at the Troy Area United
Ministries facility.

Saturday, May 9 – We will host a Mother-Daughter
Dinner starting at 5:00 pm.

Sunday, May 10 – We will be collecting personal
care items for CABA’s Mission from the Gospel
ministry to our neighbors in Troy, NY.

Saturday, May 16 – Join in a church workday
starting at 9:00 am.

Sunday, May 17 – Invite your family and friends for
a baptism. A reception will follow the worship
service.

Monday, June 1 – We will serve our community
meal to those in need at the Troy Area United
Ministries facility.
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CHURCH PROFILE

Most American Baptist Churches produce a church profile whenever the pastor leaves and
they seek a new pastor. In those cases, the church prepares a profile providing some basic
information about the church’s history, congregational style, local community demographics,
worship life, what the church believes, church ministries, and its vision for ministry. It is
rather odd that the only time the church comes together to compile, update, and reflect on
the life of the local church occurs when the pastor leaves. Understanding the local church’s
history, current ministries, and vision for the future is essential for the development of a
healthy Christian community. Starting this month, we will begin developing a current church
profile that provides perspective on what our role is in the community, our beliefs, and our
vision. This is an exciting opportunity to share in telling who we are and where we are going.
Please join in.

CULTURAL INTEGRATION
Places such as Ferguson, Missouri, New York City, and most recently Baltimore, Maryland
have experienced the pain of racial turmoil. Race relations or cultural integration is a difficult
subject for most people to talk about and genuinely to understand; so we tend not to engage
in dialogue. The local churches, although charged with sharing the message of hope and
reconciliation, struggle with starting the conversation as well. To foster the church’s role in
cultural integration, the moderators from CABA and the Mid-Hudson Union associations are
co-sponsoring a clergy discussion on cultural integration in September. This is the first step
to get the pastors of those associations to talk to one another about cultural integration and
role the local church should play in fostering further dialogue. While the conversation will
start with the clergy, each person has a role. Start praying for this conversation to be Christcentered and fruitful. As you read Scripture, devotionals, or just the newspaper and see
something that might help this conversation – share it with the pastor. If you have some idea
or project that would help build cultural bridges, please share that as well. Church is not a
spectator sport. God calls each of us to be active participants. So please, be in prayer and
share God’s leading on this important matter.
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Continued prayers for Jason Cowan would be
very much appreciated as he rests at home with
Hospice care.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
MAY

Mother Daughter Dinner
Saturday, May 9th at 5:00 p.m.

5/8
5/16
5/22
5/22
5/23
5/24

Nate Einstein
Don & Carol Wilsey
Matthew Lorey
Diane & Lou Lourinia
Bob Morris
Peter Houghton

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Care Corner
Would you please keep the following
members, relatives and friends of the
congregation in your prayers?
Carol Wilsey is still having issues with her foot
and is anticipating surgery. However, the
surgery has not been scheduled. Continued
prayers for healing of her foot and a successful
surgery would be appreciated.
Morgan Lorey finally is back of crutches. She
has injured the same foot as before and the
doctors are not sure if it is the same injury back
again or a different one. She is again wearing a
boot. Please pray for Morgan and her parents
and they deal with new situation.
Please continue prayers for John and Jodi
Mellen as John continues with his cancer
treatments and for strength for Jodi to care for
him.

Pastor George has agreed to lead the men in
preparing and serving a mother daughter dinner
for all the women of the church. All women are
invited to attend and bring with them their mother
and daughters, and granddaughters. If your
mother or daughters cannot attend, then please
consider “adopting” someone for the day and
bring them. This should be a great time for
fellowship and good food.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Women’s
Fellowship
Meeting
The May meeting of the Women’s Fellowship
will be held on May 18, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. Carolyn
Hoag will be the Hostess and the program will be
led by Diane Freer with the emphasis on
Rebecca.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Children’s
Day
June 14, 2015
It doesn’t seem possible that the Sunday School
year is almost finished. The children are looking
forward to Children’s Day. All parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles and family
members are invited to join us on Sunday, June
14, 2015, to celebrate with us.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Vacation
Bible School
Is Coming
Soon

August 10 – 14, 2015
Sue Lorey and Becky Stefani will lead our
children and friends for this year’s VBS. A
meeting was held on May 3rd for all persons
interested in working with VBS this year. It looks
like an exciting adventure as we “Journey off the
Map.” If you did not attend the first planning
meeting, there is still time for you to volunteer.
The more hands that volunteer to work, the
lighter the work will be. Speak to Sue or Becky if
you would like to be a part of this exciting plan.
More information will follow in bulletins on
Sunday mornings.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We are continuing to bring supplies over
to the Sixth Ave Baptist Church in Troy, NY. It
only takes a very short time for our supplies to
disappear. It is certainly a wonderful feeling to
know that you have helped someone that has
need of these items.
We will continue to collect on the second
Sunday of each month. The following items
brought into church will be collected by the
children bringing the wagons around. Please cut
out list and carry it with you so is it convenient
for you to know what we are collecting.

toilet paper
deodorant for men
deodorant for women
bars of soap
tooth paste and tooth brushes
for both adults and children
children’s and adult shampoo
razors for men and women
shaving cream for men.
baby wipes
Pastor George found that he was able to
purchase most of the items at the dollar
store in the area. We will sort the items and put
them in bins and bring them to Troy on the third
Sunday of the month. .
If there are other items that we find are needed
in the future, we will add them to the list and let
you know.
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Mission from the Gospel (con’t)
Thank you so much for helping to make our
“Sparkle and Shine Cupboard” a success. We
ask that you pray this “Mission from the Gospel”
will be an ongoing service to the community in
Troy where we are presently working.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Until I tripped and fell.
Stumbling over my life, falling hard,
Lying next to my sins—broken,
Scattered into a gazillion pieces,
Sinking deep into the world
That loomed all around me.
Then someone I never knew
Whose body bled from every part—
A walking wound—picked me up,
Covered me in his warm blood,
And showed me how to walk all over again:
Step by step, thud by thud,
Never leaving my side.
George Arthers – Adelanto, CA

Spring has finally arrived in our neck of
the woods. I am sure we are glad to see the
sunshine early in the morning, the birds singing
even earlier in the morning, and the rise in the
temperature outside our homes. It is great to
be able to sit in the yard and soak up the
sunrays.
As most of you know I was raised as a
Presbyterian and therefore my baptism was done
by “sprinkling.” After several years here at LCBC
I have come to believe that I should be baptized
by immersion. The poem below is from the
Secret Place and means a lot to me.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Once a task has begum
Never leave it until it’s done
Though the task be great or small.
Do it well or not at all.
(unknown)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Sound of Tiny Footsteps
I can only imagine
When I look my first steps,
The soft thudding of tiny feet
Across a glistening wood floor;
Thud, thud, thud, thud.
Running through the days of my life
Forward into my future
Within the moving blur of living,

A Hymn
to
Worship By

Thomas Dorsey, the author of “Precious
Lord, Take My Hand,” became the best kwon
African American composer of gospel music in
America. And his work gained acceptance in
churches of both the North and the South.
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A Hymn to Worship by (con’t)
It was in 1939 that “Peace in the Valley”
was written. Dorsey said, “It was just before
Hitler sent his was chariots into western Europe.
I was on a train going through southern Indiana
on the way to Cincinnati…I passed through a
valley on the train. Horses, cows, and sheep
were all grazing together in this little valley. A
little brook was running through the
valley…Everything seemed so peaceful…It made
me wonder…What’s the matter with mankind?
Soon he scribbled words to a song, and
the tune he set it to seemed to combine gospel,
blues, and country in a unique way. Country
singers picked it up and by the 1960s it had
become one of the ten best-known country
gospel songs of all-time.
------------------------------------------------------Scripture: Psalm 34:14; Proverbs 3:17,
Isaiah 66:12, John 14:27
Themes: Heaven, Contentment

AUTHOR: THOMAS A DORSEY (1899 – 1993)

Verse 2:
There the flow'rs will be blooming,
the grass will be green,
And the skies will be clear and serene,
The sun ever shines, giving one endless beam
And no clouds there will ever be seen.
Chorus
Verse 3:
There the bear will be gentle, the wolf will be tame,
And the lion will lay down by the lamb,
The host from the wild will be led by a Child,
I'll be changed from the creature I am.
Chorus
Verse 4:
No headaches or heartaches or misunderstands,
No confusion or troubles won't be
No frowns to defile, just a big endless smile
There'll be peace and contentment for me.
Chorus

Peace in the Valley
Verse 1:
I am tired and weary, but I must toil on
Till the Lord comes to call me away,
Where the morning is bright and the Lamb is
the light,
And the night is as fair as the day.
Chorus:
There'll be peace in the valley for me someway,
There'll be peace in the valley for me.
I pray no more sorrow and sadness or trouble will
be,
There'll be peace in the valley for me.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Answers to last month’s Puzzle
Answers: A – Peter (Mark 14:72) B – Sarah (Genesis 17:17; 18:10) C – Simeon and Anna
(Luke 2:25-38) D – David (1 Samuel 17:49) E – Paul (Acts 9: 1-6) F Noah (Genesis 7:1)
G – Ruth (Ruth 4:13) H – Martha (Luke 10:41-42)

Common Threads – The words in each group have something in common. What is it?
1. Simon, Phi8lip, Andrew
a. Tribes of Israel
b. Apostles
c. Kings
2. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus
a. Pentateuch
b. Gospels
c. Epistles
3. Amos, Micah, Hosea
a. Disciples
b. Rulers
c. Prophets
4. Gethsemane, Eden, Resurrection
a. Cities
b. Streets
c. Gardens
5. Asa, Hezekiah, Josiah
a. missionaries
b. Kings
c. Prophets
6. Joppa, Gibeon, Haran
a. Cities
b. Generals
c. Tribes
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