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In Celebration of the Life of 

Karen Anne Bliesner 
 

June 30, 1939-March 14, 2018 
 

Memorial Service – April 14, 2018 - 1:30 PM,  
King of Kings Lutheran Church, Renton, Washington 

 

 

 

Preservice Music 

Preservice Slides  

Welcome 

Family Time 

Opening Song “Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone” 

Invocation & Opening Prayer 

P: In the Name of God the Father, God the Son  and God the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, You wept at the grave of Your friend Lazarus, 
and You consoled Mary and Martha in their distress. Draw near to 
us, calm our troubled hearts, dispel our doubts and fears. Lead us 
to praise You for grace and salvation. Help us to celebrate the 
faith and life that You gave to Karen. Strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit so that we may live faithfully until we have 
received all that You have promised. 

C: Amen. 

Resurrection Litany 

P: “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day,” [Luke 24:46] 
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C: “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection.” [Phil 
3:10] 

P: “If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will 
certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.” [Rom 6:5] 

C: “We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe 
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in 
Him.” [1 Th 4:14] 

P: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His 
great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” [1 Pet 1:3] 

C: “Because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved.” [Eph 2:4-5] 

P: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the 
fact.” [Acts 2:32] 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

Song “The Wonderful Cross” 

Reading Psalms 84, Selected Verses. 

“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty! My soul 
yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh 
cry out for the living God… O Lord Almighty, my King and my 
God.  Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; they are ever 
praising You… 

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I 
would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
tents of the wicked. For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord 
bestows favor and honor; no good thing does He withhold from those 
whose walk is blameless. O Lord Almighty, blessed is the man who 
trusts in You.” 

Homily Pastor Jim Koehler 
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Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 
I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 
but have not love, I gain nothing.  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.”  

Homily Pastor Matthew Both 

Anthem “I Will Serve the Lord All My Days” Chancel Choir 

Reading John 11:20-27 

“When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 
meet Him, but Mary stayed at home. ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if 
You had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that 
even now God will give You whatever you ask.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your 
brother will rise again.’ Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she told Him, ‘I believe that You are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who was to come into the world.’” 

Homily Pastor Ken Wyneken 

Song “I Can Only Imagine” 

The Apostles Creed 

P: God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
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C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory Forever and ever. Amen. 

Psalm 23 

C: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art 
with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Amen. 

The Commendation 

P: Into Your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend Your servant 
Karen; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and 



6 
 

certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subdue 
all things to Himself. Acknowledge and receive, we humbly 
beseech You, a sheep of Your own fold, a lamb of Your own flock, 
a sinner of Your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of 
Your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into 
the glorious company of the saints in light. 

C: Amen. 

Benediction 

P: Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
C: Hear me and answer me… 

P: I said, “Oh, that I had the wings of a dove! 
C: I would fly away and be at rest…” 

P: But I call to God, and the Lord saves me. 
C: Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and He hears 

my voice. [Ps 55:1-2, 5-6, 16-17] 

P: Lord, You have been our dwelling place throughout all 
generations. 

C: Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the earth 
and the world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God. 

P: The length of our days is seventy years-- or eighty, if we have the 
strength; 

C: Yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, 
and we fly away. 

P: Teach us to number our days aright, 
C: That we may gain a heart of wisdom. [Ps 90:1-2, 10, 12] 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you  and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Song “I’ll Fly Away” 
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The family invites you to stay and visit after the service.  

Refreshments will be served in the Parish Hall. 
 
 

Donations in memory of Karen may be made to: 
 

King of Kings Lutheran Church Memorial Fund  
Or FullLifeCare.org 

 
 

~ Serving Today ~ 
 

Pastors: Rev. Paul Birner 
Rev. Jim Koehler 
Rev. Matthew Both 
Rev. Ken Wyneken 

Music: Royal Praise  

* Continued from page 8 

She was known for her ability to listen and provide sage 
advice, to encourage others to do their best, for having strong 
opinions when pushed, for her fondness for game shows, and her 
deep love and affection for her family. 

 
She is survived by her four children, their four spouses, seven 

grandchildren and one great grandchild. A Memorial Service is 
planned for April 14, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. at King of Kings Lutheran 
Church, 1820 108th Ave SE, Renton 98055. In lieu of flowers, 
donations are requested for King of Kings Memorial Fund or to 
FullLifeCare.org A short commitment ceremony will be held on 
April 16 at 10 a.m. at Greenwood Memorial Park in Renton. 
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Karen Anne Bliesner 
 

June 30, 1939-March 14, 2018 
 

Karen passed away on March 
14 after her heart gave away for the 
last time. Karen is survived by a 
large loving family and friends that 
span the many years of active 
involvement in her community. 
Karen Seppi was born in Renton WA 

in 1939, the oldest of three children, 
and attended Renton High School where she met her future husband, 
Bob Bliesner. Bob and Karen both graduated from University of 
Washington and began their life together. They had four children; Sue, 
Steve, Sandy, and Siri, and lived in California, Texas, and Hawaii until 
settling back in the Renton area on Benson Hill in 1973. They were 
active members in King of Kings Lutheran Church, where Karen 
served on nearly every service committee from the food bank, to 
rummage sale, to the men's homeless shelter. She was a long-time 
Girl Scout leader from Brownies to Seniors and supported the 
Lindbergh swim teams by serving lasagna for breakfast before meets. 
She traveled around the country, often with her grandchildren on Road 
Scholars trips or trips that Bob and Karen would dream up. She 
volunteered for Full Life, an adult day care program, and was a 
member of PEO, a philanthropic organization where women celebrate 
and support women's success. She would make caramel corn, 
brownies, and other treats to share at gatherings. Bob and Karen 
could be seen walking all over Renton, often while picking up cans to 
be recycled in support of the homeless. In 2012, Karen was awarded 
the Washington State Volunteer Service award by Governor Christine 
Gregoire in recognition of her years of dedicated public service. 

* Continued on page 7 


