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Easter Sunrise Worship 
April 1, 2018 – 7:00 am 

 
 
 

Welcome Home! 

Our overall theme for this Lenten Season has been “Return 

from Exile: A Lenten Journey.” Every journey has a unique 

beginning and ending, and this journey has proven to be unique 

as well. Today, Easter Day, that journey is completed. From the 

Mountain of Transfiguration to the empty tomb, we have come a 

long way. We have journeyed through gardens, looked upon trees, 

explored mountains, traveled through the wilderness, and crossed 

rivers. We have eaten meals and descended into pits, but now we 

have arrived at the end of our journey—the fulfillment of our 

journey. However, while the empty tomb points us to our final 

destination, that destination does not end at the tomb. Although 

the tomb is empty, and it is not now and will never be our home. 

Heaven is our home because Christ has risen and ascended, and 

where He is, there also we shall be! Heaven is our home where we 

gather around the throne of the Lamb in His kingdom. 

 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

P: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness 

of our hearts and minds. 

 The light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness 

of our hearts and minds. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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P: Jesus Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
HYMN “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” LSB 457 vs. 1 & 2 

 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 

P: Rejoice now, all you heavenly choirs of angels; rejoice now, 

all creation; sound forth, trumpet of salvation, and proclaim 

the triumph of our King. Rejoice too, all the earth, in the 

radiance of the light now poured upon you and made 

brilliant by the brightness of the everlasting King. Know 

that the ancient darkness has been forever banished. 

Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness this 

light; let all this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with 

the praises of all God’s faithful people. 

 

P: Jesus Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
HYMN “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” LSB 457 vs. 4 

 
INVOCATION 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: [Jesus said] “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 

lives and believes in me will never die.” [Jn 11:25-26] 

C: Our God is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. He is not the God of the dead but of 

the living. [Mt 22:32] 
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P: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead,” [1 Pet 1:3]  

C: “I want to know Christ and the power of His 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His 

sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and so, 

somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” 

[Phil 3:10-11] 

 

P: Jesus Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 16:1–8 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth 

chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

P: When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary 

the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that 

they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 

tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll 

away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And 

looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—

it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young 

man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and 

they were alarmed. And he said to them,  

C: “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has risen; He is not here. See the place 

where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter 

that He is going before you to Galilee. There you will 

see Him, just as He told you.”  
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P: And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 

and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing 

to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN “O Sons and Daughters of the King” LSB 470 vs. 1-3,9 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P: Brothers and sisters, the tomb was empty, but Christ was 

alive. The Father had accepted the Son’s sacrifice on our 

behalf. Let us therefore draw near with true hearts and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking Him in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. “We were 

buried with Christ through baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new life.  

C: If we have been united with Him like this in His death, 

we will certainly also be united with Him in His 

resurrection.” [Rom 6:4-5] 

 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: we confess that in our journey from exile in sin to Your 

gracious presence, there have been many times we did 

not expect You to be listening. 

 

P: Like the women at our Savior’s tomb, our faith often did 

not include Your surprising answers. 

C: And when we have heard news better than we could 

understand, we have failed to give You the credit and 

share it with the people around us. 

 

P: In our fallen condition, we have not loved You above all 

else nor our neighbors as ourselves. 
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C: Forgive us for small faith, private words, and tentative 

actions. For the sake of Your Son, our risen Lord Jesus 

Christ, turn us around and strengthen us to walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name, now and into 

eternity. 

 

P: Throughout history God made more promises than His 

people expected or deserved, and in Jesus He kept them 

all. In our place He lived obediently and died innocently, 

and on this day rose triumphant from the grave, signaling 

the Father’s acceptance of His payment for all our sins. He 

is with us today and will one day welcome us into our 

eternal home in His presence. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “In Christ Alone” Julia Wenndt 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:1, 6–9 

 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your 

name, for in perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things, 

things planned long ago. 

 

On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast 

of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine— the best of 

meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain he will destroy 

the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all 

nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD 

will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 

disgrace of his people from all the earth. 
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The Lord has spoken. In that day they will say, “Surely this 

is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the Lord, 

we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”  

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 

preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. Then He appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, He 

appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy 

to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward 

me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

 
HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB 465 vs. 1,2,4 

 
SERMON 

 
OFFERING   

 
OFFERTORY “Thine is the Glory” Bell Choir 

 
HYMN “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” LSB 480 vs. 1-3,5 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You have sent Your Son into 

Satan’s wilderness to bring us out into Your land of 

promise where sin, death, and the power of the devil have 

been defeated. By Your Son’s mocking, flogging, ridicule, 

and agony, He has trampled down the devil. By His death, 

He has destroyed death. By His resurrection, He has broken 

down the prison doors of the grave. Cause this Good News 

of Your Son’s victory to be heralded throughout this land 

and every land so that by the power of the Holy Spirit many 

more hearts would confess and believe that Jesus is Lord 

and be saved. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Almighty God, because Your Son destroyed the veil of 

death that covered the nations, give healing to those who 

are sick and relief to those who are suffering. Cause Your 

peace to descend gently on those who have doubts or 

fears, and comfort those who grieve. Uphold the dying in 

the faith and in the bold hope that You will raise their dead 

bodies from the grave, bringing them into the new heaven 

and the new earth where You will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Almighty God, Your Son now shares His victory over all that 

desires to destroy us in this meal of His body and His 

blood. As we eat and drink at this victory feast, grant us the 

peace of our sins forgiven, our death defeated, and the 

devil strong-armed and disarmed. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Almighty God, we give thanks for that great cloud of 

witnesses who went before us in the faith. In Your fatherly 

kindness, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the founder and 
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perfecter of our faith even as we run our race with patience 

toward that city that has foundations, of which you are the 

designer and builder, so that our exile will be complete and 

we will be home. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy through faith in the victorious 

and risen Christ Jesus. Hear us now as we pray, as Jesus 

prayed, as He taught us to pray; 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PREFACE LSB, p. 160 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially do 

we praise You that the tomb contains our sins but could 

not hold Your Son, so that by His dying He has destroyed 

death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 

everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 

John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 



10 

 

angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 178 
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
CONSECRATION 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“In the Garden” Bell Choir 

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB 461 vs. 1-3,7,8 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have 

strengthened us again through Your Son’s body and blood. 

C: Grant us to realize His gracious presence each day of 

our pilgrimage that, assured of Your forgiveness and 

mercy, we may rejoice as faith gives way to sight and 

At King of Kings, we welcome at Holy Communion all baptized Christians 

who believe that Jesus Christ is present in this Sacrament and that 

forgiveness of sins is given in it.  Children who have not yet been 

instructed to receive Holy Communion and those who are not yet 

baptized are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  Please see 

Pastor Birner if you have further questions. 
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we hear Your “welcome home” into Your eternal 

presence; 
 

P: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the 

dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by 

the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 

everything good that you may do His will, working in us 

that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. [Heb. 13:20–21] 

C: Amen. 

 
HYMN “The Strife Is Over” LSB 464 vs. 1,2,5 

 
EASTER RESPONSE 
 

P: Jesus Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P: Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Family Activities this spring and summer at 
King of Kings Lutheran Church 

April 13- Fun with Science Night 

May 1- Registration begins for Vacation Bible School.  

Register online at www.King-of-Kings.org 

May 11- Potluck and Lego Night – 6:00 PM 

June 1- Zoo Overnighter at Woodland Park Zoo 

Zoomazium -open to ages 7 and up.  Kids not 

yet Youth Group age need an adult with 

them.  (Parents of older kids are welcome to 

attend as well as individual adults.) 

June 17-  Dads and Grads!  Father's Day services at 

8:15AM and 11:00AM with a High School 

Graduate Reception after each service. 

August 6-10 -  Vacation Bible School 9am-noon, ages 3yrs.-

6th grade (7th grade and up may volunteer 

as crew leader or asst. crew leader) 

August 12-  11am VBS worship service, 12:30 Free VBS BBQ 

August Back to School Block Party – we are working 

with Communities in Schools to have a party 

on the ballfield with school supplies, free 

haircuts, and more. 

Sept. 9-  Rally Sunday (Backpack Blessing at both 8:15 

and 11:00 service with a pancake breakfast 

in between as part of the Sunday School kick 

off) 

 
Would you like to keep up with activities or find out 

more about what we believe, teach, and confess? 

Connect with us online! 

WWW.King-of-Kings.org 


