
 



Sin-bearer to Sin-Bearer:  

The Day of Atonement to the Atonement 

This is a night of burdens. It is black Friday, Good Friday, and 

we feel the burden. We feel the burden of our sin. Yes, we know 

our sin is forgiven. We know because we have been taught and we 

believe, but there is still that feeling, that despair, that darkness of 

this night. Our Savior, the Son of God, hangs upon a tree, and His 

lifeblood drains down the wood and stains the ground. His blood 

instead of ours—this is a night of burdens. Surely He has borne our 

sin and carried our sorrows—He is the Sin-bearer. This journey be-

gan long ago in the wilderness as a goat received the sins of the 

people and was led out to the evil one. Now the journey has come 

to a cross and the scapegoat, Jesus, carries our sins, pays our price, 

and gives His life for ours. Jesus is our burden-bearer, our scape-

goat, our sin-bearer—and on this day, this Good Friday, we look 

upon the tree and see our sins laid upon the Holy One. We see our 

sins, we see our Savior, and we see our salvation. 

 
Enter in silence. Contemplate the darkness of sin  

and the cost of your salvation. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Stand 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, graciously behold Your church for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered 

into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 



 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

 

P The Old Testament Reading for Good Friday is from Isaiah, 

chapters and 52 and 53 

Behold, My servant shall act wisely; He shall be high and 

lifted up, and shall be exalted. As many were astonished at 

you— His appearance was so marred, beyond human sem-

blance, and His form beyond that of the children of man-

kind— so shall He sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut 

their mouths because of Him; for that which has not been told 

them they see, and that which they have not heard they under-

stand. 

Who has believed what they heard from us? And to whom 

has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He grew up before 

Him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; He 

had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, and no 

beauty that we should desire Him. He was despised and re-

jected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, 

and we esteemed Him not. 

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 

we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for 

our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us 

peace, and with His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 

have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not 

His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 

sheep that before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His 

mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and 

as for His generation, who considered that He was cut off out 

of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 

people? And they made His grave with the wicked and with a 



rich man in His death, although He had done no violence, and 

there was no deceit in His mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush Him; He has put 

Him to grief; when His soul makes an offering for sin, He 

shall see His offspring; He shall prolong His days; the will of 

the Lord shall prosper in His hand. Out of the anguish of His 

soul He shall see and be satisfied; by His knowledge shall the 

righteous one, My servant, make many to be accounted right-

eous, and He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide 

Him a portion with the many, and He shall divide the spoil 

with the strong, because He poured out His soul to death and 

was numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore the sin of 

many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only 

Son but delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the 

cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast 

faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the 

devil; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 425, 1-4 

 

PREPARATION 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Our journey from exile to God’s presence has come to these 

final moments. Yet, even now we are burdened with sin, afraid 

to appear before God as we are. God is holy, in whose pres-

ence sinners cannot live. When He accompanied the Israelites, 

our spiritual forebears, during their wilderness wanderings be-

cause they had sinned, He commanded them to offer atoning 

sacrifices in specific ways. But when the sons of Aaron the 



priest “offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, which He 

had not commanded them.  

C Fire came out from before the Lord and consumed them, 

and they died before the Lord.” Lev. 10:1–2 
 

P God then commanded annual sacrifices for sin: “This shall be 

a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the 

people of Israel once in the year  

C Because of all their sins.” Lev. 16:34 
 

P At the conclusion of the sacrifices each Day of Atonement, 

“Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, 

and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and 

all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on 

the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by 

the hand of a man who is in readiness. 

C The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote 

area.” Lev. 16:21–22 
 

P The scapegoat bore the sins of the people far from them, and 

once and for all, on this day, our Savior did the same. Christ 

“Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might 

die to sin and live to righteousness.  

C By His wounds you have been healed.” 1 Peter 2:24 

 

MEDITATION AT THE CROSS/COMMUNION RAIL 

 

HANDBELLS 
 

“Just As I Am” 

“Meditations on the Cross” 

“Via Dolorosa” 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

P Let us confess our sins. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean; we have sinned against You and against one 

another in thought, word, and deed. We cannot come into 

Your presence in our sinful condition. For the sake of 



Your Son, the scapegoat and the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world, have mercy on us so that by 

Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to bear our sins 

away, taking them with Him to the cross. For the sake of His 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death, He offers grace and 

mercy to all who call out to Him in Jesus’ name. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I there-

fore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN “Were You There” LSB 449 1-4 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 

 

P The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapters 4 and 5. 
 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 

confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 

has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may re-

ceive mercy and find grace to help in time of need… 

In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and sup-

plications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to 

save Him from death, and He was heard because of His rever-

ence. Although He was a son, He learned obedience through 

what He suffered. And being made perfect, He became the 

source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that 

Your Son should bear for us the pains of the cross and so re-

move from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to re-

member and give thanks for our Lord’s Passion that we may 



receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting 

death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SOLO "Scenes from a Solemn Cross" Julia Wenndt 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 19:17–30 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 19th chapter. 
 

[Jesus] went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called 

the place of a skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 

There they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on ei-

ther side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an in-

scription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, 

the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, 

for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and 

it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief 

priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 

the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 

Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took His gar-

ments and divided them into four parts, one part for each sol-

dier; also His tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one 

piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us 

not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This 

was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided My gar-

ments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.” So the 

soldiers did these things.  

But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magda-

lene. When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He 

loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, be-

hold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own 

home. 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said 

(to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine 

stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 



hyssop branch and held it to His mouth. When Jesus had re-

ceived the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” and He bowed 

His head and gave up His spirit. 

 

The lights are dimmed 

 

A moment of silence 

 

The strepitus is heard in the darkness 

 

HYMN “O Sacred Head Now Wounded,” LSB 449, 1-4 

 

SERMON “Sin-bearer to Sin-Bearer 

The Day of Atonement to the Atonement” 

 

OFFERING 

 

HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image,” LSB 422 
 

Stand 
 

BIDDING PRAYER 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God 

would defend her against all the assaults and temptations of 

the adversary and keep her perpetually on the true foundation, 

Jesus Christ; Almighty and everlasting God, since You have 

revealed Your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ and in the 

Word of His truth, keep, we ask You, in safety Your Church. 

Defend her against the adversary; so that she may serve You 

in true faith and persevere in the confession of Your name; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and honesty; O merciful Father 

in heaven, because You hold in Your hand all the might of 

man and because You have ordained, for the punishment of 

evildoers and for the praise of those who do well, all the pow-

ers that exist in all the nations of the world, we humbly pray 



You graciously to regard Your servants, especially Donald 

Trump, our president; the Congress of the United States; Jay 

Inslee, our governor; and all those who make, administer, and 

judge our laws; that all who receive the sword as Your minis-

ters may bear it according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray to our Lord God Almighty that He would deliver 

the world from all error, take away disease, ward off famine, 

set free those in bondage, and grant health to the sick and a 

safe journey to all who travel; Almighty and everlasting God, 

the consolation of the sorrowful and the strength of the weak, 

may the prayers of those who in any tribulation or distress cry 

to You graciously come before You, so that in all their neces-

sities they may rejoice in Your manifold help and comfort; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord 

God would be pleased to deliver them from their error, call 

them to faith in the true and living God and His only Son, Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, and gather them into His family, the 

Church; Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not 

the death but the life of all, hear our prayers for all who have 

no right knowledge of You, free them from their error, and for 

the glory of Your name bring them into the fellowship of Your 

holy Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of 

God’s Holy Word and walk before Him as is fitting for Chris-

tians; Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory, and Lord 

of heaven and earth, by whose Spirit all things are governed, 

by whose providence all things are ordered, the God of peace 

and the author of all concord, grant us, we implore You, Your 

heavenly peace and concord that we may serve You in true 

fear, to the praise and glory of Your name; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



P Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send 

down His blessing upon them and graciously dispose our 

hearts to enjoy them according to His own good will; O Lord, 

Father Almighty, by Your Word You created and You con-

tinue to bless and uphold all things. We pray You so to reveal 

to us Your Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, that through His 

dwelling in our hearts, we may by Your grace be made ready 

to receive Your blessing on all the fruits of the earth and what-

soever pertains to our bodily need; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Finally, let us pray for all things for which our Lord would 

have us ask, saying: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory Forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

CONSECRATION 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.” 

 In the same manner also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this is my blood of the new testament, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation 

of the world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 

P Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 



 

P Behold, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

HYMNS,  
 

 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”  LSB 434,1-3 

 “Glory Be to Jesus” LSB 433, 1-4 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. 

 We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing may be 

upon Your people who have held the Passion and death of 

Your Son in devout remembrance and received His body and 

blood at this altar; that we may receive Your pardon and the 

gift of Your comfort, and may increase in faith and take hold 

of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN  “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” LSB 451, 1-4 

 

All leave in silence. 
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Saturday Family Event - March 31 at 10:00 am. 

 

Sunday April 1, 2018 
7:00 AM - Sunrise Service 

9:00 AM - Liturgy of Praise 

11:00 AM - Praise Alive! 

 
EASTER BREAKFAST will be served 8am-11am 

Easter morning.  Free will donations will be 
accepted to support our summer youth gathering 

and mission trips. 


