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P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Dearly beloved, we learn from the Word of God that 
from the fall of Adam we all are conceived and born 
sinful, are under the wrath of God, and thus are in 
need of forgiveness and salvation. We would be lost 
forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlast-
ing condemnation. But God, the Father of all mercy 
and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned 
for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. To this 
end our Lord commanded Baptism, saying:  

C: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I will be with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” 

P: He says furthermore: “I tell you the truth, unless a 
man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit.” The holy apostles of the 
Lord have written: “The promise is for you and your 
children,” and: “Baptism now saves you.” 

P: Brooke Anne Larson, receive the sign of the holy 
cross both upon your forehead  and over your heart 
 to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the cruci-
fied. 

P: Hear how our Lord Jesus Christ has opened the king-
dom of God to children. People were bringing little 
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children to Jesus to have Him touch them, but the dis-
ciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, He was 
indignant. He said to them, 

C: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hin-
der them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such 
as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.” This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

P: After Brooke has been baptized, it is your duty and 
privilege as her friends, family and church to remem-
ber her in your prayers, remind her of her baptism, 
help her to live according to the true knowledge of 
God, encourage her to worship faithfully and to trust 
fully in the promises of God; so that abiding in her 
baptismal grace and in communion with the Church, 
she may continue to lead a godly life to the praise and 
honor of Jesus Christ. 

P: Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? Then an-
swer, “Yes, with the help of God.” 

C: Yes, with the help of God. 

P: God enable you both to will and to do these faithful 
and loving works and with His grace accomplish what 
we fail or are unable to do. 

P: In order to implore the blessing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ upon the gathering of Brooke Larson into the 
family of our Father, let us pray together the prayer 
He prayed and taught us to pray. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we for-
give those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
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thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

P: In preparation for Brooke’s baptism, we shall all, to-
gether join with her in rejecting Satan and embracing 
Christ, the forgiveness of sin and the birth of the life of 
faith which God our Father bestows in and through 
Baptism. 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all 
his ways? Do you seek to identify and reject his lies 
and empty promises? Do you desire to follow Jesus 
and conform your will to His will? Then answer, “I do, 
God help me.” 

C: I do, God help me. 

P: Let us together profess our faith in God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, the faith of the whole Christian 
Church, the faith into which we baptize. 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Vir-
gin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru-
cified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 
shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy Christian 
Church, the Communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

P: Who brings this child to be baptized? 

Parents & Family: We do. 
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P: What is her name? 

Parents: Brooke Anne Larson 

P: Brooke Anne Larson, I baptize you in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given you the new birth of water and of the 
Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen 
you with His grace to life everlasting. Peace be with 
you. 

C: Amen. 

Elder: Receive this burning light. Live always by the light of 
Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming that you 
may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the 
paradise that He has promised to the faithful. 

P: Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God and Fa-
ther, we thank and praise You that You graciously 
preserve and enlarge your family and have granted 
Brooke new birth in Holy Baptism and made her a 
member of the Church of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. 

C: We pray that You would keep her in her baptismal 
grace that according to all Your good pleasure 
she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the 
praise and honor of Your holy name and finally 
with all Your saints obtain the promised inher-
itance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

P: Through Baptism God has added Brooke Larson to 
His own people to declare the wonderful deeds of our 
Savior, who has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 
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C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We re-
ceive you as a fellow member of the body of 
Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, to 
work with us in His kingdom. 

P: And you Brooke Anne Larson, the Lord bless you in 
all your ways from this time forth and even forever-
more. 

C: Amen. 

. . . 

 

 

The Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther 

The Fourth Part: Holy Baptism 

One  

What is Baptism?  

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in 

God’s command and combined with God’s Word.  

Which is that Word of God?  

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “There-

fore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mat-

thew 28:19).  

Two  

What benefits does Baptism give?  

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, 

and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the Words 

and promises of God declare.  

Which are these Words and promises of God?  

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever be-

lieves and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe 

will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).  
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Three  

How can water do such great things?  

Certainly not just water, but the Word of God in and with the 

water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this Word 

of God in the water. For without God’s Word the water is plain 

water and no Baptism. But with the Word of God it is a Baptism, 

that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new 

birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He 

saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy 

saying” (Titus 3:5-8).  

Four  

What does such baptizing with water indicate?  

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition 

and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, 

and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before 

God in righteousness and purity forever.  

Where is this written?  

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore bur-

ied with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 

too may live a new life” (Romans 6:4).  

. . . 

Baptism Verses 

Gal 3:26-27, “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Je-

sus, [27] for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ.” 

Titus 3:5-8, “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the wash-

ing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, [6] whom He 

poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
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[7] so that, having been justified by His grace, we might be-

come heirs having the hope of eternal life. [8] This is a trust-

worthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that 

those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote them-

selves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and 

profitable for everyone.” 

Rom 6:3-5, “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? [4] We were there-

fore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may live a new life. [5] If we have been united 

with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united 

with Him in His resurrection.” 

Mat 28:19-20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.”“ 

Eph 5:25-26, “Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for her 

to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 

through the Word,” 

Mark 16:16, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 

whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

1 Pet 3:21, “This water symbolizes baptism that now saves you 

also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 

good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ,” 

1 Cor 6:11, “And that is what some of you were. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

Acts 22:16, “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be bap-

tized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’” 

John 3:5, “Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter 

the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.” 


