
The Story of  Salvation 
Chapter 9 - Israel’s Spiritual Home 

Exodus 23, 25, 26, 28, 34; Leviticus 1-4, 11, 15, 23; 
Numbers 3, 6; Deuteronomy 6, 23, 25 

Opening Prayer: 
We give You thanks, O Father, For Your Church and our congregation, our spiritual home in this 
world. It is here that we hear Your voice calling us Your dear children. It is here that You come to us 
in Your Word and Sacraments. It is here that we learn about Christ, the perfect sacrifice, whose 
blood cleanses us from every sin. Therefore, by Your means of grace give us Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be strengthened to live righteously in an evil world and glorify Your name; through Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.      

THE FOUNDATION OF THE HOME 
Israel stayed a whole year at Mount Sinai. It was a busy year. During that time, before they would 
journey on to their Promised homeland, God built a spiritual home for Israel. The foundation of 
Israel’s spiritual home was the covenant. The covenant was an expression of God’s love for Israel. 
God had proved His love by bringing the people out of Egypt, by leading them over dry ground 
through the Red Sea while Pharaoh’s army drowned, and by supporting them in the wilderness. 

The covenant could not fail for God could not fail. He is Yahweh, the ever-living, unchangeable and 
faithful God who keeps His promises. Israel’s spiritual home was built on a dependable foundation. 

THE FURNISHINGS OF THE HOME 
A home must be properly furnished if it shall serve its purpose. God properly furnished Israel’s 
spiritual home. Let us for a moment look the different parts: 

1. GOD’S WORD. The most important part of the furnishing was God’s Word. Without God’s Word 
Israel would not have known either God or His plan or His purpose. The words spoken from the 
mountain held a special place. Yahweh Himself gave Moses a pattern, or model, for how the 
physical elements of the Spiritual Home should be constructed. 

2. HOUSE OF WORSHIP. For the public worship of the Lord and the King, the Israelites had to 
have a certain place where they could meet for that purpose. From the time of Moses to the time 
of Solomon this house was a tent, called the tabernacle (also called “Tabernacle of Testimony” 
[Exodus 38:21], or simply the “house of Yahweh” [Exodus 34:26]). Later when Israel was in her 
Promised homeland, Solomon built a permanent structure of stone and wood, called the temple. 
However, as long as they were in the wilderness, their place of worship could only be a tent, 
which could easily be disassembled, transported, and readily set up again.  
 
The tabernacle was built with freewill offerings of the people and by their own craftsmen. Soon 
the people had brought more than enough for completing the work, but the people kept bring 
more and more. So Moses had to command them, “No man or woman is to make anything else 
as an offering for the sanctuary” (Exodus 36:1-7). 
 
The children of Israel, under the direction of Bezaleel and Aholiab, made the tabernacle and all 
its furnishings, including lampstands and candles, the priestly garments and the altar, and the 
Ark of the Covenant. Only the finest materials were used, including gold, silver, and brass; gem 
stones; acacia wood ; scarlet linen; durable leather; and only the purest wool. By its materials, 1

the tabernacle was built to be a structure that would endure for generations. 

 Acacia Wood comes from Acacia trees which grow well in desert climates, like parts of Africa, Australia, and the Middle East. Two types (the Acacia 1

torilis and Acacia nilotica) are plentiful in the Sinai area. The wood is light and yet hard and durable. The timber is close-grained and dense and thus is 
not readily attacked by insects or penetrated by water. Perhaps this is why the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament) designates acacia as 
“incorruptible wood.”



The tabernacle stood in a courtyard that was 75 feet wide 
and 150 feet long and that was surrounded by a fence of 
canvas screens about 8 feet high. This courtyard had only 
one entrance, at the east end, 30 feet wide, and it could be 
closed by using a curtain that was made of fine linen 
embroidered with figures of cherubim. 
 
The tabernacle itself was 15 feet wide, 45 feet long, and 15 
feet high. It stood in the west half of the courtyard. It also 
had only one entrance at the east end. In front of this 
entrance was the altar for offering the burnt offerings. 
Near the altar was a brass laver, or basin, that contained 
water for the priests to use to wash (in Greek “Baptize”) 
their hands and feet. 

 
The tabernacle was divided into the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies). These 
were separated by a thick curtain called “the veil.” The Holy Place (also called the “Sanctuary”) 
contained the Table of Showbread, Candlestick, and the Altar of Incense. The golden Table of 
Showbread had twelve loaves of unleavened bread baked from the finest flour, either square or 
oblong in shape, corresponding to the number of tribes of Israel. The loaves were prepared anew 
every Sabbath and presented on the golden table in two rows. The old loaves were removed every 
Sabbath and were to be eaten by no one but the priests, and only in the court of the Sanctuary. 
Across from the Table of Showbread was the golden Candlestick. It consisted of a shaft, or stem, 
with six branches. A lamp was mounted on each branch and also on the main shaft. Finally, 
near the veil, in the middle, stood the Altar of Incense (or “golden altar”) with four short gilt 
projections at each upper corner, called “horns.” It was made of acacia wood, overlaid with gold, 
with a border of gold about its top. The fire needed for the burning of incense (which symbolized 
prayer [Psalm 141:2]) had to be taken from the Altar of Burnt offerings in a golden fire pan. Only 
the priests were permitted to burn incense, which they did about 9 o’clock in the morning 
(morning sacrifice) and about 3 o’clock in the afternoon (evening sacrifice), while the people, who 
were standing in the court, offered up their prayers. 

 
In the Most Holy Place stood only 
one item, a golden chest called the 
Ark of the Covenant. The ark of the 
covenant contained the two tables of 
the Law (10 Commandments); a 
golden pot in which three quarts of 
manna were preserved [Exodus 
16:33]; and Aaron’s rod, which at 
di f ferent places miraculously 
budded and blossomed and yielded 
fruit [Numbers 17:8]. The lid of the 
Ark was called the Mercy Seat. On 
each end of the Mercy Seat was 
placed a golden image representing 
a cherub (angel) facing inward, and 
bending forward over the ark. The 
glory of God dwelt between the 
cherubim. God said, “There I will 

meet with you, and I will commune with you from above the Mercy Seat, from between the two 
cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony” (Exodus 25:22). The room had no windows 
and was dark which, combined with the veil, perpetually proclaimed to the people, “your 
iniquities have made a separation  between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His 
face from you” (Isaiah 59:2).  



It meant death for anyone to go behind the veil. 
Only once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the 
high priest went into the Holy of Holies and 
sprinkled the sacrificial blood on the Mercy Seat. 
The sprinkling of the blood on the Mercy Seat was a 
prophecy and type of the blood of Christ that takes 
away sins. As yet the sacrifice of Christ was hidden 
in the future. Therefore the act of the high priest at 
the Mercy Seat was carried out in the dark.  

 
Within the tabernacle the priests officiated. Around the tabernacle were the courts, where the 
people gathered and offered prayers and sacrifices. 

3. SACRIFICES. The sacrifices were another important part of the furnishing. There were two 
groups of sacrifices: the sin-offerings and the thankofferings. God’s Word would teach the people 
how to live, but it would also teach them that they were sinners. The sacrifices were costly and 
unnecessarily violent, two facts that should impress upon Israel that sin was both costly and 
evil. On the one hand, killing animals is wrong. 
The story of Creation  teaches us that human beings 
are meant to protect life on earth, not destroy 
it  [Genesis 2:15]. Additionally, the personal financial 
cost of the sacrifices should help to make the people 
grieve over their sin. So what should they do with 
their sin? The sin-offering was the answer. The sinner 
should bring a lamb or some other animal to the 
priest. By laying his hand upon the head of the 
animal, the sinner transferred his sin to the animal. 
By giving its life and shedding its blood the animal 
paid for the sin and secured God’s forgiveness. The 
sacrificial blood had this effect because God had said 
that in this way He would forgive their sin. The sin-
offering was a type of Christ and pointed forward to 
Him. It was a part of the preparation for the coming of 
Christ. 
 
The thankoffering consisted of grain, fruit and other products and at times also of animals. 
Israel should not come empty-handed to the sanctuary of God. By bringing a gift of some value 
(usually the “firstfruits” of their harvest, livestock, or trade, and always the best) they were led to 
think more seriously about God’s many blessings in everything He had given to them, and of 
which He only asks for a small portion in return as a tithe. The thankoffering was a discipline   
(a training) in gratitude. When a thankoffering was brought, the parts were burned upon the 
altar, other parts went as food for the priests, and the rest was to be consumed by the head of 
the household and his family. Such a religious meal was to typify their communion with God. 

4. PRIESTS, SERVANTS, AND TEACHERS. In the Mosaic covenant the priests were middlemen 
between the people and God. Only the priests could go inside the Holy Place and only the chief 
priest (high priest) could enter the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies), and then only once a year. 
The priests brought the sacrifices to God within the sanctuary on behalf of the people. They 
brought back the Aaronic blessing (the Benediction we still use in our Divine Service from 
Numbers 6:24-26) from God as an assurance that God had accepted the sacrifice and gave His 
blessing. When we remember the meaning of “Yahweh” we can see why this name is used in the 
Aaronic blessing: 

Yahweh bless thee and keep thee; 
Yahweh make His face to shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee; 
Yahweh lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/bereshit/


 
There was an order to the ministers of the Tabernacle: the Levites, the priests, and the high 
priest. The Levites were the tribe of Israel which Yahweh selected to be His servants. All Levites 
were to serve in this role; however, most were the priests’ assistants. They were not allowed to 
offer sacrifices, to burn incense, nor to see the “holy things.” But they marched nearer the Ark of 
the Covenant than the rest of the people, they carried the sacred tent in parts, they pitched it 
again at halting stations, and they carried the sacred vessels, the hangings and curtains of the 
Tabernacle, and the boards and pillars. The more humble, but necessary, duties of the 
Tabernacle were assigned to them, such as keeping watch, cleaning, preparing the showbread, 
cleaning and polishing the holy vessels, and lending a helping hand to the priests at the offering 
of the sacrifices. The priests were those of the tribe of Levi who were descendants of Aaron and 
had higher functions. The priests did not labor like the rest of the people, or even like the rest of 
the Levites. The chief duty of the priests was to serve in the Tabernacle. They were to prepare 
and offer the daily, weekly, and monthly sacrifices that were brought by individuals at the great 
annual festivals or on special occasions. But generally they conducted the public service, 
officiated at purifications, took care of the holy fire (the perpetual fire on the Altar of Burnt 
offerings, which was transferred to the Altar of Incense). Theirs was the privilege, too, of 
pronouncing the Benediction over the assembly of worshipers. In 
war they sounded the holy trumpets and carried the Ark of the 
Covenant to lead the army into battle. In peace they ministered as 
judges at various trials to encourage reconciliation among the 
people. They also expounded the Law to the people. The High 
Priest was the head of the Jewish priesthood. He was permitted to 
perform all the duties assigned to the ordinary priests, but his 
most solemn, peculiar, and exclusive duty was to officiate in the 
Holy of Holies on the Great Day of Atonement when he brought 
the great sin offering for the people’s sins and his own. Besides 
sacrificing, he also had to go in before the Lord, adorned with 
Urim and Thummim (“lights and perfections”), to inquire the will 
of the Lord. The high priest was, in general, the overseer of the 
tabernacle and the spiritual head of all the people.  
 
In the Promised Land the Levites and priests received no allotment 
of land and lived in forty-eight cities scattered throughout the 
country. The priests and the Levites were the servants of Yahweh 
and teachers of the people, so they had to live amongst the people 
and not be confined to one specific geographic region. 



5. DAY FOR HOLY CONVOCATION (Gathering). The people needed to come together for Divine 
Services (where God serves His gifts to His people). The seventh day of the week, the Sabbath, 
was the day of rest and of holy assembly. In addition God gave them special festivals. The 
Passover, a spring festival, reminded them of the protection of the blood against the angel of 
death and of the escape from Egypt. Pentecost came fifty days after the Passover. It was also 
called the Feast of the Weeks. It was a festival in memory of the giving of the law at Sinai and a 
thanksgiving for the year’s crop. In the fall they had the Feast of Tabernacles in memory of the 
journey through the wilderness. The Day of Atonement came five days before the Feast of the 
Tabernacles and was a day of national repentance. 

6. THE PEOPLE LIVING IN THE HOME. The purpose of the covenant was to make the Israelites a 
righteous people. Only through a righteous people would the righteous God reveal Himself and 
send the Savior of sinners. But who is righteous? In the Ten Commandments God gave the 
answer. He is righteous who loves God above all things and his neighbor as himself. Then in a 
number of “by-laws” God applied this to the details of everyday life: 

- A righteous people would have a heart for the poor. No interest should be charged to the poor. 
They had a right to eat of the crop around the edges of field, and anywhere crops came up the 
year that the land rested (was not farmed). 

- A righteous people would not misuse the land, for the land belongs to the Lord. Every seventh 
year should be a sabbath for the land. Nothing should be planted. The land should rest so its 
fertility would not be destroyed. They were to remain in the lot they were given by God. The 
homestead should not be sold out of the family. Otherwise a few would buy large tracts of land, 
and many people would become slaves to the owners. But since Yahweh had freed them from 
their slavery in Egypt, they should never willingly submit to the yoke of slavery again. 

- A righteous people would educate its children. The purpose of the education was not to make the 
children clever, but to make them fear and love the Lord. It was to be an education in right living. 
Therefore it should be an education in God’s Word and then all things needful for this life were to 
be viewed in relation to the Word. It was the duty of the parents to teach their children. 

- A righteous people would use honest weights and measures for business and trade. There should 
not be a small measure (an ordinary measure with a double bottom) for selling and a large 
measure for buying, as the Gentiles practiced. That is, they would not have unbalanced trade. 

- A righteous people would take care of its health. The body should be kept clean by regular 
washing and bathing and only healthful food should be eaten. 

- A righteous people would keep itself separated from the heathens. It would not marry into the 
heathen tribes and be drawn into their immoral idol-worship and other evil practices. It would 
stay separated unto God. 

A people that would live according to these laws would be a righteous people and would fill its place 
as God’s covenant people. 

CATECHETICAL CONNECTION: 

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household 

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and 
His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

 Luther. (2017). Luther’s Small Catechism with Explana6on (p.13). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 

PRAYER FOR THE CLOSE OF DAY: Lutheran Service Book p. 298 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reading for the Next Chapter - Ch. 10 “A New Generation Needed”: 
➡ Numbers 13, 14, 21, 24, 27; Deuteronomy 27, 34; John 3:1-21 
➡ 7th Petition

https://ref.ly/logosres/lutsmcat2017?ref=Page.p+16&off=12&ctx=THE+CREED%0a+%0a~As+the+head+of+the+family+sh




“To Your Temple, Lord, I Come” LSB 981 

 

 

 
 
5 While I listen to Your Law, 

Fill my soul with humble awe 
Till Your Gospel bring to me 
Life and immortality. 

 
6 While Your ministers proclaim 

Peace and pardon in Your name, 
Through their voice, by faith, may I 
Hear You speaking from the sky. 

 
7 From Your house when I return, 

May my heart within me burn, 
And at evening let me say, 
“I have walked with God today.” 

 
8 To Thy Temple I repair; 

Lord, I love to worship there 
When within the veil I meet 
Christ before the mercy-seat. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



T Prayer for the Close of Day T	

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
Amen. 
  
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praise to Your name, O Most High; 
  
To herald Your love in the morning, 
Your truth at the close of the day. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 
a light to reveal You to the nations 
and the glory of Your people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Continued on the back à 



Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 
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