
The Story of  Salvation 
Chapter 6 - Israel Settles In Egypt 

Genesis 24-33 

Opening Prayer: 
Most gracious God, we have every reason to confess with Jacob, “I am not worthy of the least of all 
the mercies and of all the truth which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant;” for we are sinners and 
deserve nothing but punishment for our many transgressions. Make us truly grateful for all good 
gifts received from Thee, and teach us to take all our wants to Thee. Make us ever more diligent and 
fervent in prayer, and continue to bestow on us Thy divine blessings. O Lord, we will not let Thee go 
except Thou bless us. Amen. 

Kramer, Wm. A. (1949). Devo%ons for Lutheran Schools (p.p ). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 

JACOB’S (ISRAEL’S) SONS 
Abraham’s descendants were now called Israelites after Jacob’s new name. (They were also called 
Hebrews because they spoke the Hebrew language.) Jacob (Israel) became a very rich man. He had 
many sheep, camels, cattle, and other animals. He also had twelve sons. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 
Judah were the oldest; Joseph and Benjamin were the youngest. These youngest two were the sons 
of Rachel. The older boys were wild and ungodly. Treachery, cruelty, immorality and fearlessness 
were among their sins. To change them, so they could be used in the building of a righteous nation, 
was a task only God would undertake. 

Joseph was different. He was obedient, honest, and dependable, and became his father’s trusted 
son. Jacob gave him a many-colored coat such as the chiefs of the family tribes would wear. As a 
result his brothers hated him. Then he had dreams. He dreamed that he and his brothers were 
binding sheaves in the field and the sheaves of his brothers bowed down before his sheaf. Another 
time he dreamed that the sun, moon, and eleven stars (his father, mother, and eleven brothers), 
bowed down before him. His brothers hated him all the more. 

JOSEPH IS SOLD 
When Joseph was seventeen years old, his father sent him to see how his brothers were getting 
along out in the fields. They were a long way from home taking care of Jacob’s cattle and sheep. 
When the brothers saw Joseph, they said, “Here comes the dreamer. Let us kill him and see what 
becomes of his dreams.” So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe. 
Reuben wanted to save the boy and persuaded the others to cast him into an empty well. He 
planned to pull Joseph out again later and send him home to his father. While Reuben was away, 
some traders came by and the brothers sold Joseph to them. The traders took him to Egypt and 
sold him to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s bodyguards. 

Joseph, the God-fearing son of Jacob, had been shamefully treated by his own family. But he 
trusted in God; and the childlike fear of God kept him from falling into sin. 

THROUGH PRISON TO POWER 
God continued to lead Joseph in strange ways. While he was in slavery, his master’s wife made a 
false accusation against Joseph, and he was thrown into prison. There he met Pharaoh’s chief 
butler and baker, whom the king suspected of some serious crime. To these men Joseph explained 
a dream that each had. The butler’s dream meant that he would be reinstated in his office. It 
happened according to Joseph’s interpretation.  

Joseph was in prison many years. It seemed as if everyone had forgotten him. But God had not 
forgotten him. Some time later Pharaoh had a dream that none of the wise men of Egypt could 
explain. Then the butler remembered Joseph, and he was called to the king. In his dream the king 
had seen seven fat cows come out of the Nile, and after them came seven lean ones that ate the fat 



ones but remained as lean as before. Then again the king had seen seven ears full of grain and also 
seven lean ears that swallowed the full ears. Joseph explained that there would come seven 
plentiful years of harvest and then seven years of famine. He advised the king to store up grain 
during the good years so there would be food during the years of famine. Pharaoh placed Joseph in 
charge of this work and made him the most powerful man in Egypt, next to Pharaoh himself. With 
skill and intelligence Joseph bought and stored grain and prepared for the years of crop failure 
(famine) to come. 

THE SHEAVES BOW DOWN BEFORE JOSEPH 
The famine also reached Canaan, and Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy grain. He did not send 
Benjamin, the only son of Rachel left to him. The brothers came and bowed down before Joseph, 
just as he had dreamed. Joseph knew his brothers at once, but they did not recognize him. 
Joseph devised a way in which he would act harshly to discipline and test them. The reason for 
Joseph’s harsh treatment of his brothers was to find out if they were as heartless, cruel, and ready 
to bring sorrow to their father as they were when they sold him. If they would be willing to leave 
Benjamin, Jacob’s youngest and dearest son, as a slave in Egypt, then he would know that they 
had not changed. In order to find out, he had to force them to bring Benjamin. If Joseph should find 
that they had not changed, he was now in a position that he would be able to teach them a lesson 
and lead them to repentance. 

HEARTACHES ARE MULTIPLIED 
In order to force the brothers to bring Benjamin, Joseph accused them of being spies. That gave 
him a reason for holding one of them back as a prisoner. He chose Simeon, probably because he 
had been the ring-leader when they sold Joseph. He let Simeon be bound in their presence in order 
to impress upon them that they must not come back without bringing Benjamin. 

When they came home and told their father, he was heartbroken. Joseph was no more, Simeon was 
taken, and now it seemed he must give up Benjamin. Jacob lamented to God, “If something bad 
happens to him, it will put my old, sorrowing head in the grave.” And he refused to let Benjamin go. 

THE BROTHERS STOOD THE TEST 
But the famine continued, and Jacob urged his sons to go to Egypt and buy corn. The sons, 
however, had been filled with such a fear of Joseph that they refused to go if Benjamin could not go 
with them. Finally Judah said, “I will be surety (“security against loss or damage”) for the boy.” He 
guaranteed that if Benjamin was not brought back to Jacob, he would bear the blame as long as he 
lived. So Jacob let Benjamin go. 

In Egypt Joseph invited his brothers to a feast and mystified them by seating them at the table 
according to their ages. He sent dishes from his own table to each of the brothers. To Benjamin he 
sent five times as much as to the others. Joseph wanted to find out if the brothers still would yield 
to jealousy as they did when his father gave him the many-colored coat. 

Finally they were headed back home with their sacks full of grain. After awhile they were overtaken 
by soldiers who accused them of having stolen Joseph’s silver cup. It was found in Benjamin’s sack, 
where, according to Joseph’s orders, the servants had put it. Joseph wanted an excuse for holding 
Benjamin back. When the brothers were brought back, they faced Joseph, fearful of what would 
happen. He declared that the others could go home, but Benjamin must stay as his slave. 
They were now facing the test toward which Joseph had been working. What could they do? Judah 
stepped forward and said, “Let me stay as your slave in place of the boy. We cannot go home and 
see our father’s sorrow if the boy is not with us.” 

ISRAEL MOVES TO THE NEW HOME 
Joseph was satisfied. The brothers had changed. He told them that he was Joseph. Then he sent 
wagons for transport and told them to bring their father and their families and cattle to Egypt where 
he would take care of them as long as the famine lasted. On the way to Egypt, God revealed Himself 



to Jacob and said to him, “Do not fear to go down to Egypt; I will go down with you and I will surely 
bring you back again.” At the command of Pharaoh, Joseph gave his people the land of Goshen 
where there were good pastures for their cattle and sheep. 

When Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers sent word to Joseph, saying, “Forgive your brothers the sins 
and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Joseph wept and said to them, “You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to 
them. 

GOD MOVES IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS 
Joseph’s story proves that “God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform” (TLH 514). 
Though the most beloved son of his father, he was sold into slavery, taken into a strange country, 
apparently with no prospects of seeing his home again, and to fill the cup of his tribulations to the 
brim, he was innocently cast into prison because a malicious woman had most shamefully 
maligned him.  

Yet, as St. Paul would write thousands of years later, “And we know that God works all things 
together for the good of those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 
Such is what God did through the life of Joseph as the Lord wonderfully delivered Joseph and his 
whole family. 

God wanted a place where His people, separated from heathen influences, could live and grow to 
become a nation. Goshen in Egypt was just such a place, and He sent Joseph down there as a slave 
to make it ready for them. Nobody but God would have thought of such a plan, let alone been able 
to make the plan work.  

Through cross to crown, such are God’s ways in dealing with His people. Joseph was no exception 
to this rule. 

CATECHETICAL CONNECTION: 

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household 

THE SEVENTH PETITION 
But deliver us from evil. 

What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven 
would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, 
when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of 
sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

 Luther. (2017). Luther’s Small Catechism with Explana%on (p. 22). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 

Prayer: O LORD, most gracious God, who after severe trials made Joseph happy again, give us, we 
pray, the firm belief that also in our lives days of grief and affliction will be followed by the healing 
rays of joy in You and in Your salvation. The world is full of heartlessness and cruelty. We even find 
such things in our own hearts. Forgive and save us for Jesus’ sake and bless us with a forgiving 
heart, such as You gave Joseph, who, after being shamefully treated, nevertheless showed only love 
and kindness to his brothers. Through the love of Christ move us ever to return good for evil and to 
show kindness to those who seek our harm. We praise You that You move in mysterious ways as 
you perform your wonders for the good of those who love you. Grant us to trust You and not to 
doubt Your wisdom and goodness to deliver us from evil, even as you have taught us to pray, Our 
Father, who art in heaven…
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reading for the Next Bible Class 9 June 2021: 
➡ Genesis Chapters 49 - Exodus 12 
➡ Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer
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