
The Story of  Salvation 
Chapter 4 - Abraham Is Called 

(continued from 5/19/21) 

Genesis 12-22 

Opening Prayer: 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou hast set the Patriarchs of old as examples for us. Even as Abraham 
was obedient to Thy word when Thou gavest him command to leave his idolatrous relatives, so 
make us ever willing to follow Thy command and to go where Thou leadest us, trusting that Thou 
wilt guard and keep us, no matter how unknown or dangerous the way. As Abraham was peaceable, 
willing to suffer loss rather than to live in strife and enmity with his fellow men, even so help us to 
put away all selfishness and to live with all men in peace and friendship, yet faithful to Thee and 
Thy ways; through Thy Son Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.    

Kramer, Wm. A. (1949). Devo%ons for Lutheran Schools (p.p 17). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 
Review: 
- Abram is Separated  
- Abram is Given the Promise 
- The Last Link is Broke (Lot and Abram split) 
- God Makes a Covenant 
- More Guarantees (God places his name into Abraham and Sarah to claim them as His own) 
- Isaac is Born 
- Abraham Prays for Lost Sinners (Sodom and Gomorrah) 

ABRAHAM’S FAITH IS TESTED 
When Isaac was in his teens, God commanded Abraham to go to the land of Moriah and offer Isaac 
for a burnt offering on one of the mountains that God would show him. (Jerusalem and Golgotha 
were located in the land of Moriah. It seems reasonable to believe that God directed Abraham to the 
very spot where He Himself, hundreds of years later, gave His own Son to die on the cross for our 
sins.) We are not told of Abraham’s struggle when he received the command. It must have been a 
terrible experience. His soul found peace in the assurance that God would raise Isaac from the 
dead. 

Climbing the mountain, Isaac said, “Father, here are fire and wood, but where is the lamb for the 
sacrifice?” Abraham answered, “God will provide it, my son.” We may assume that Abraham now 
told Isaac what God had commanded him to do. After unspeakable agonies, Isaac surrendered to 
the will of God. Fear seems to have been the most outstanding trait in Isaac’s relation to God. Jacob 
called God the fear or dread of his father Isaac (Genesis 31:42). It must have been the terror of the 
Moriah altar that filled his soul with this fear. The experience may have been necessary in order 
that God might have the first place in his easy-going life. 

They built the altar and got everything ready. When Abraham was at the point of sacrificing his son, 
a voice from heaven stopped him. The voice said, “Do not lay your hand upon the boy, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing that you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
Something stirred in the bushes and Abraham saw a ram caught by his horns. He took the ram and 
sacrificed it in place of his son. 

For the last time God now renewed the promise with Abraham. “By Myself have I sworn,” God said, 
“that in your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you obeyed My voice.” 



CATECHETICAL CONNECTION: 

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household 

THE CLOSE OF THE COMMANDMENTS 

What does God say about all these commandments? 
He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 

sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but 
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My 
commandments.” (Ex. 20:5–6) 

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. 
Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises 
grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also 
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 

 Luther. (2017). Luther’s Small Catechism with Explana%on (p. 15). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lutsmcat2017?ref=Page.p+16&off=12&ctx=THE+CREED%0a+%0a~As+the+head+of+the+family+sh


The Story of  Salvation 
Chapter 5 - Esau and Jacob 

Genesis 24-33 

When the time came for Isaac to marry, Abraham made Eliezer (the steward of his house) swear a 
solemn oath that he would not take a wife for Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites. He 
should instead go to Abraham’s people in Mesopotamia for a wife. “But,” the servant asked, “if a girl 
was not willing to come, should he take Isaac back to Abraham’s people?” Abraham instructed that 
the servant should not. The separation God had made between Abraham and his family, as well as 
between Abraham and the Canaanites, was not to be broken down under any circumstance. 
Additionally Abraham and his family were to remain in the land promised to him and his 
descendants. Eliezer, the servant, went to Abraham’s people, and Rebekah, a granddaughter of one 
of Abraham’s brothers, declared that she was willing to go with Eliezer after the servant found her 
because she gave him water at the family well. She came to Canaan and was married to Isaac. 

When Abraham died, God gave to Isaac the promise previously given to his father. 

THE OLDER SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER 
Twenty years passed, and Rebekah had no children. Then she bore twin boys. The first-born was 
hairy and red-skinned and was called Esau. The younger was called Jacob. Before they were born, 
God told Rebekah that the older should serve the younger. Which meant: The promise would go to 
Jacob. Christ would be a descendant of Jacob. 

As they grew up, the brothers proved to be very different. Esau was reckless. The Bible says that he 
was profane (Hebrews 12:16). He had no respect for God or for God’s will. The pleasures of today 
were much more important to Esau than the success of tomorrow. He became a skillful hunter. 
Jacob was quiet and shrewd. He was deeply attached to his mother, and she preferred him to Esau. 
Isaac favored the older son because he brought home many juicy steaks of venison, which was 
Isaac’s favorite dish. 

JACOB GETS THE BIRTH-RIGHT 
Once when Esau came home, tired and hungry from the hunt, Jacob was preparing a soup. Esau 
asked his brother to give him some of the soup. “I will, if you will sell me your birth-right,” Jacob 
answered. Because he was hungry, the soup looked much more important in the moment to Esau 
than the rights and privileges of the future reception of the birth-right.  So he not only sold it, but 1

afterwards even scoffed and despised it. 

The years passed and Isaac was growing old and nearly blind. He decided that before he died, he 
would install Esau in the birth-right. He would use the customary ceremony of eating the food the 
son prepared, and in return give him the blessing. 

While Esau was away hunting venison, Rebekah persuaded Jacob to take food to his father, 
pretending he was Esau, so he could get the blessing. No doubt she justified her act by the 
argument that God had said Jacob should have the birth-right. She prepared meat that tasted like 
venison, covered Jacob’s hands and neck with the skin of young goats, and sent him to his father. 
Isaac thought he knew Jacob’s voice and passed his old, stiff fingers over Jacob’s hands to make 
sure. “The hands are Esau’s,” he said, “but the voice is Jacob’s. Are you my very son Esau?” he 
asked. “I am,” lied Jacob. And Isaac blessed him and installed him in the birth-right. 

 Birth-right means the special privileges of  the oldest son. He should have twice as much of  the inheritance as any of  the other children; he was to be 1

the chief  of  the family; and, among the descendants of  Abraham’s family, he was the bearer of  the Promise.



JACOB MUST LEAVE HIS HOME 
When Esau found out what Jacob had done, he was furious and vowed that he would kill him as 
soon as their father died. To save Jacob, Rebekah told him to go to her brother Laban in 
Mesopotamia and stay there until she sent him word that it was safe to come home. Jacob left, but 
his mother died before he could return. 

The first night, Jacob stayed in a gloomy, rocky valley. He was lonely and homesick. He prayed God 
to keep him safe and probably also asked for forgiveness. Resting his head on a stone, he went to 
sleep. He dreamed that he saw a ladder reaching to heaven and the angels of God going up and 
down the ladder. Above it he saw Yahweh who said: “I am Yahweh, the God of Abraham, your father, 
and of Isaac. The land whereon you lie I will give to you and to your seed… I am with you and will 
again bring you into this land.” When Jacob awoke he called the place Bethel, which means, “God’s 
house.” 

In spite of his repenting mood, Jacob had not really changed. The God who came to him that night 
was the God who, in love, seeks for lost sinners because He wants to save them. Ultimately Jacob 
would surrender to God, and it was for that future day that God was working. 

UNCLE CHEATS NEPHEW 
Jacob had cheated his brother, but in his uncle he found a man who was a fellow swindler. Jacob, 
agreed to work seven years for Rachel, his uncle Laban’s youngest daughter. When the seven years 
were over, Laban tricked him and gave to him in marriage Leah, his oldest daughter. At the wedding 
ceremony no one could see who was behind the heavy veil of the bride. Jacob had to work seven 
more years for Rachel. Then he worked six years for wages. 

JACOB BECOMES A NEW MAN 
The uncle changed Jacob’s contract again and again in order to get the best of him. But God 
blessed Jacob and his property increased until he became a wealthy man. As the relationship 
between him and Laban grew from bad to worse, Jacob decided to go back to Canaan, however 
much he dreaded to meet Esau. 

From the road Jacob sent messengers to Esau telling him that he was coming home and asking for 
his good will. The messengers came back and reported that Esau was leading four hundred men 
against him. Wondering what to do Jacob hit upon a plan to overcome Esau’s wrath. He sent large 
gifts of sheep and goats and cattle and camels and donkeys. He did not send all in one herd, but in 
five. The herders who drove them were told to keep a distance of some miles between the herds. The 
plan was that each herd should keep well out of sight of the one ahead. Esau would hardly recover 
from the surprise of the first gift when he would meet the next surprise. And this would be repeated 
five times. By the time he met the fifth surprise, Jacob hoped that Esau would have softened. 

Still Jacob was ill at ease. He realized that he had to deal with God Himself. Unless God would help 
him, the gifts would not save him. The anxiety drove him out into the wilderness and there for a 
whole night he struggled with God in prayer and physically. During the night something happened 
that we cannot explain. God came as a man and wrestled with Jacob. The outcome of the struggle 
would decide Jacob’s future and his usefulness in God’s work. Would Jacob continue to depend 
upon his own cleverness and go his own way, or would he surrender to God and go God’s way? It 
was a long and hard struggle. Finally, Jacob’s stubborn resistance was broken, and he pleaded for 
God’s mercy. “I will not let you go until you bless me,” he said to God. And God blessed him and 
gave him the name Israel. Jacob means “one who is crafty.” Israel means, “one that struggles with 
God and men and wins.” So intense had the struggle been that Jacob had his hip touched by God 
and put out of socket, causing  a limp. That night Jacob became a new man, and the nation God 
was forming from Abraham’s seed was given their name, “Israel.” 

When the brothers Jacob and Esau met, the old enmity was gone. In reconciliation and peace Jacob 
went back to Canaan and to the task before him. 



CATECHETICAL CONNECTION: 

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household 

THE THIRD PETITION 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, 
but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 

How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and 
purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow 
God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His 
Word and faith until we die.  

This is His good and gracious will. 
 Luther. (2017). Luther’s Small Catechism with Explana6on (p. 20). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 

Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, who by the example of Jacob has taught us You are ever near at 
hand, no matter where necessity or duty may lead us. Therefore, keep us in the narrow way and 
guide us in all our undertakings. Send Your angel guards for our protection and safekeeping that 
the evil foe and the wicked may not triumph over us. Teach us to lay all our difficulties at Your feet, 
and teach us to be faithful and obedient in the service of all, even if our masters at times be unfair 
and unreasonable. Above all, give us grace to serve You daily by good works, and favor us 
undeserving sinners with the riches of Your divine blessings, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
has taught us to pray, Our Father, who art in heaven… 
________________________________________________________________________________________
Reading for the Next Bible Class 2 June 2021: 
➡ Genesis Chapters 37-46 
➡ Seventh Petition

https://ref.ly/logosres/lutsmcat2017?ref=Page.p+16&off=12&ctx=THE+CREED%0a+%0a~As+the+head+of+the+family+sh


“Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow” LSB 880 (TLH 554) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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