A Christmas Eve Festival
of Lessons and Carols
Opening Hymn: “Once in Royal David's City”

5.

Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!
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The Bidding Prayer
(The congregation is bidden to prayer in these words:)
Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve let it be our care and delight to hear
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the babe lying in
a manger.
Therefore, let us read and mark in holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious
redemption brought us by this holy Child, and let us make this house of
prayer glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth
and goodwill among all people whom He came to save; for unity and
brotherhood within the church He came to build, and especially these
people in this, our own community.
And because this would rejoice His heart, let us remember, in His name,
the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick
and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little
children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love Him not, or
who by unrepentant sin have grieved His heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the
Lord Jesus we are one forevermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven
by the ancient words of the Church in the Litany and in the words which
Christ Himself has taught us:
The Litany
L O Lord,
C have mercy.
L O Christ,
C have mercy.
L O Lord,
C have mercy.
L O Christ,
C hear us.
L God the Father in heaven,
C have mercy.
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world,

C
L
C
L
C
L
C

have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.
Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition
and from rebellion;
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and
from everlasting death:
C Good Lord, deliver us.
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody
sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
C Help us, good Lord.
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour
of death; and in the day of judgment:
C Help us, good Lord.
L We poor sinners implore You
C to hear us, O Lord.
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all
pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and
understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy
living;
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the
way of truth all who have erred and are deceived;
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into
Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and
Spirit:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to
comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from
discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time
of need;
To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and
protect our magistrates and all our people;
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and
tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel;
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children,
increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and
widows and provide for them;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free
those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn
their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the
earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C we implore You to hear us.
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy.
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy.
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C grant us Your peace.
L O Christ,
C hear us.
L O Lord,
C have mercy.
L O Christ,
C have mercy.
L O Lord,
C have mercy. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

“O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is”

5. Remember thou
What glory now
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly
sadness.
The angel host
Can never boast
Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.
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6. The world may hold
Her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true
treasure.
To Him hold fast
Until at last
A crown be thine and honor in full
measure.

The First Lesson
God announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve’s punishment for
their rebellion and that the offspring of woman shall bruise the serpent’s
head
Genesis 3:8–19
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit
of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me,
and I ate.”
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
To the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”
And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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The Second Lesson
God promises to Abraham that by his offspring all the nations of the earth
shall obtain blessing.
Genesis 22:15–18
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from
heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB 357 (TLH 67) sts. 1–2, 4, 7

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
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The Third Lesson
Christ’s birth and Kingdom is foretold by the prophet Isaiah to a people in
darkness.
Isaiah 9:2–7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.

“The People That in Darkness Sat”

LSB 412 (TLH 106) sts. 1, 3, 6

6. Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.
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The Fourth Lesson
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem to be the
birthplace of the coming king
Micah 5:2–5a
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
And he shall be their peace.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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The Fifth Lesson
The angel Gabriel visits the Blessed Virgin Mary
Luke 1:26–38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing
will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”
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The Sixth Lesson
Against the backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.
Luke 2:1–7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

LSB 358 (TLH 85) sts. 1–3
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The Seventh Lesson
The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world, lying in a manger.
Luke 2:8–16
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
a manger.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Tune and text: Public domain
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The Eighth Lesson
The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews.
Matthew 2:1–11
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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The Ninth Lesson
God makes us sons through Christ.
Galatians 4:4–7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

“Of the Father's Love Begotten”
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T Homily Meditation T
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
1g
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.
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Blessing and Benediction
P May the Christ who by his Incarnation gathered all things earthly
and heavenly into One fill you with the peace, goodwill, and
blessings of God Almighty. Unto God’s gracious mercy and
protection we commit you;
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn: “All My Heart Again Rejoices”

5. Softly from His lowly manger
Jesus calls
One and all,
“You are safe from danger.
Children, from the sins that
grieve you
You are freed;
All you need
I will surely give you.”
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6. Come, then, banish all your
sadness!
One and all,
Great and small,
Come with songs of gladness.
We shall live with Him forever
There on high
In that joy
Which will vanish never.

Tune and text: Public domain
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