
✠ The Lord’s Prayer ✠
Nunc Dimittis
A: Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 
     in peace according to Thy word, for mine 
     eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou  
     hast prepared before the face of  all people, a  
     light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of   
     Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and  
     to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in  
     the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
     world without end. Amen. 

Commendation
P:  May God the Father, who created you, May God the ✠ Son,  
     who redeemed and saved you with His blood, may God the  
     Holy Spirit, who sanctified you in the water of  Holy Baptism,  
     receive you into the company of  saints and angels to await the  
     resurrection and live in the light of  His glory forevermore. 
     We commend you to God. [Name], go in peace. 
C:  Amen. 

✠ The Benediction ✠
Luther’s Evening Prayer
A:  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep 
me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen.	 Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 

 

The Christian Rite for Commendation of the Dying 
P:   In the name of  the Father and of  the ✠ Son and of  the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

A:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 
      miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
      iniquities with which I have ever offended You and  
      justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
      punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and     
      sincerely repent of  them, and I pray You of  Your  
      boundless mercy and for the sake of  the holy, 
      innocent, bitter sufferings and death of  Your  
      beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and  
      merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P:   Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of  my office, as a  
      called and ordained servant of  the Word, announce the grace  
      of  God unto all of  you, and in the stead and by the command  
      of  my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the  
      name of  the Father and of  the ✠ Son and of  the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:   Lord God, heavenly Father, look with favor upon Your child, 
      [name]. In Christ you have forgiven [him/her] all [his/her] 
      sins, so now comfort [him/her] with the promise of  
      resurrection to life everlasting through Your Son, Jesus Christ,  
      our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
      one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

✠ Scripture Readings ✠ - Hear God’s Word of Promise and Comfort for You



Psalm 23 (KJV)

The Lord is my | shepherd;* 
      I | shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green | pastures;* 
     He leadeth me beside the still | waters. 
He restoreth | my soul;* 
     He leadeth me in the paths of  righteousness for  
     his | name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of  the shadow 
of  death, I will fear no evil: for thou art | with me;* 
     thy rod and thy staff, they | comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of  mine | enemies:* 
     Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup  
     runneth | over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days | of  my life:* 
     and I will dwell in the house of  the Lord for- |  
     ever. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
     and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Litany for the Dying
🄿 O Lord, C have mercy.

🄿 O Christ, C have mercy.

🄿 O Lord, C have mercy.

🄿 God the Father in heaven, C have mercy on us.

🄿 God the Son, Redeemer of the world, C have mercy on us.

🄿 God the Holy Spirit, C have mercy on us.

🄿 Be gracious to us. C Spare us, good Lord.

🄿 Be gracious to us. C Help us, good Lord.

🄿 From all sin, from all evil, from all 
suffering.

C good Lord, deliver us.

🄿 By Your incarnation, by Your cross and 
suffering, by Your death and burial,

C help us, good Lord.

🄿 By Your resurrection and ascension, by 
the coming of Your Holy Spirit,

C help us, good Lord.

🄿 We poor sinners implore You C to hear us, good Lord.

🄿 That Your deliver Your servant [name] 
from all evil and eternal death,

C we implore You to 
hear us, good Lord.

🄿 That you forgive all [his/her] sins, C we implore You to 
hear us, good Lord.

🄿 That You give [him/her] refreshment and 
everlasting blessing,

C we implore You to 
hear us, good Lord.

🄿 That You give [him/her] joy and gladness 
in heaven with Your saints,

C we implore You to 
hear us, good Lord.

🄿 Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world,

C have mercy on us.

🄿 Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world,

C have mercy on us.

🄿 Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world,

C grant us Your peace.

🄿 O Lord, C have mercy.

🄿 O Christ, C have mercy.

🄿 O Lord, C have mercy. Amen.



FUNERAL SERVICE 

General Notes 

1. The Funeral Service is intended for the burial of those who departed this life in the Christian faith. 
2. The death of a member of the Church should be reported immediately to the pastor. No 

arrangements should be made without consultation with him. 
3. Whenever possible, the Funeral Service of baptized members is conducted at the church. 
4. Hymns and music in the Funeral Service should reflect Christian confidence, trust, and hope in 

the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
5. The liturgical color for the Funeral Service is the color of the season or day. 
6. Floral arrangements express the Christian hope in the resurrection of the body. It is preferable 

that they not be placed on the casket or altar during the Funeral Service. 
7. The Funeral Service may be used as a memorial service by omitting the placing of the pall and 

the rubric before the Nunc Dimittis. 
8. A eulogy is not in the best Christian tradition. An obituary may be read which focuses on the 

Gospel promise of salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ our Lord, and not on 
the good deeds of the deceased. 

9. Appropriate messages of Christian condolence may be given after the Lord's Prayer. 
10. The ceremonies or tributes of social or other societies have no place within the service of the 

Church. Civic and military ceremonies or tributes should be held after the service of the Church, 
normally following the committal. 

11. This rite is a more complete version of the corresponding rite in Lutheran Service Book, 
pages 278-281. 

The Service in Detail 

1. A hymn or psalm may ·be sung or said, or appropriate organ or instrumental music may be 
played as the pastor leads the casket and the bereaved into the church. When there is no pro
cession, the service begins when the pastor takes his customary place. 

2. The procession into the church may be in this order: cross, torches, assisting ministers, pastor, 
casket and pallbearers, the bereaved, and other honored guests. 

3. Prior to the service, the lighted paschal candle is placed near the center of the chancel, prefer
ably near the head of the casket. When torches are included in the procession, they may be 
placed at the head and foot of the casket. The cross is placed in its customary place. 

4. The casket is positioned before the altar at right angles to it. It is customary that the foot of the 
casket is positioned closest to the altar. For the funeral of a pastor, the head of the casket is posi
tioned closest to the altar. 

5. When the Invocation and Remembrance of Baptism are conducted at the entrance to the nave, 
the congregation stands and faces the entrance of the church. Following the Remembrance of 
Baptism, the pall is placed on the casket, and the procession proceeds into the nave during the 
Introit, Psalm, or Entrance Hymn. 

6. The Kyrie may be spoken as provided in the rite, or a setting of the Kyrie familiar to the con
gregation may be sung. 

7. Readings may include those previously used by the pastor in his ministry to the deceased. 
Readings of the Sunday or season in the Church Year may also be used. See additional sugges
tions provided in the Resources for Christian Burial (pages 143-145). 
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OBITUARY EXAMPLES 
from the Lutheran Service Book Agenda

[Deceased Full Baptized Name]  
[Date of Birth] - [Date of Death]   

Example 1 
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel. Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has 
done through His servant     name    . 

_____Full name    was given life by    his/her   creator and was born on    date   , 
the child of    name of father    and    name of mother   . On    date  ,    he/she    
received the gift of Holy Baptism and became a child of God. On    date   ,    he/
she    publicly confessed    his/her    faith and was confirmed.    He/She    
received the precious gift of the Lord’s life-giving body and blood. On    date   ,    
he/she    received the gift of a beloved companion in    his/her    spouse,              
.    He/She    was blessed with the gift of children (a child),    name(s) of 
child(ren)   . God blessed    name’s    life with many special people as    he/she    
served God in    his/her    vocations at home, church, work and in the 
community. Finally, on    date    God blessed    name    with a holy death and 
took    him/her   home to rest in the arms of Jesus to await the resurrection of 
the dead. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord. We 
give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for our    
brother/sister       name   .  

Example 2 
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel. Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has 
done through His servant     name    . 

_____Full name      ,    son/daughter    of    name of father    and name of mother      
was born in                    on    date   .    He/She    was baptized in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit on    date   .    He/She    
confessed    his/her    baptismal faith in the rite of Confirmation on    date    
and was admitted to the altar to receive the medicine of immortality, Christ’s 
life-giving body and blood.    Name    was joined together in holy matrimony to       
name of spouse    on    date   . On    date   ,    name   , at the age of          years, 
fell asleep in Jesus.    He/She    is survived by               .    He/She    is 
predeceased by               . Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord. We 
give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for our    
brother/sister       name   .  



OBITUARY EXAMPLES 
from the Lutheran Service Book Agenda

Example 3 
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel. Let us remember with thanksgiving what God has 
done through His servant     name    . 

_____Full name      , was born in                    on    date    to    name of father    
and   name of mother .    He/She    was reborn as a child of God in the waters of 
Holy Baptism on    date   . On    date   ,     he/she    was confirmed in the 
Christian faith and was fed the life-giving body and blood of Jesus.     He/She    
was united in holy marriage to    name of spouse    on    date   . And was 
blessed with          years of married life together. God also blessed them with 
the gift of children (a child):    name(s) of child(ren   . On    date   , God called 
name home to heaven.    He/She    is survived by               .    He/She    is 
predeceased by               . Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord. We 
give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for our    
brother/sister       name   . 



COMMITTAL 

1. The Committal is used for interment in a place previously set apart for burial. When burial is in 
a public cemetery, the collect for the blessing of a grave is used. The Committal is also appro
priate for the disposition of a body at sea. 

2. In the case of cremation, the ashes are to be buried or interred at a cemetery plot, mausoleum, 
crypt, or columbarium. The practice of scattering the ashes of the deceased to the elements is 
discouraged among Christians. 

3. When circumstances require that the burial occur at a later date, the Committal may include a 
sermon following the Scripture reading(s). The Apostles' Creed may also be confessed. 

4. When feasible, the procession to the place of burial may form in the same order as at the 
Funeral Service, led by the processional cross. At the very least, the pastor leads the casket and 
bereaved to the place of burial. 

5. The pastor may remain with the casket at the graveside until all the bereaved have left the 
cemetery as a sign of the eternal presence of Christ with the departed. 

6. When the deceased was a member of the armed forces, military honors may follow the 
Committal. 

7. If sand or earth is used during the Committal, it is never poured directly on the national flag. 
The head of the casket may be slightly uncovered for the application of the sand, after which 
the head of the casket may again be covered. 

During the procession, one or more of the following may be sung or spoken, or other 
appropriate hymns or psalms may be sung. 

Media vita in morte sum us (14th-century hymn) 

In the midst of life we j are in death;* 
from whom can we I seek help? 

From You alone, I O Lord,* 
who by our sins are justly I angered. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful j Savior,* 
deliver us not into the bitterness of e- I ternal death. 

Lord, You know the secrets I of our hearts;* 
shut not Your ears to our prayers, but spare us, I O Lord. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful I Savior,* 
deliver us not into the bitterness of e- I ternal death. 
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         COMMITTAL 
 

During the procession, one or more of the following may be sung or spoken, or other appropriate hymns or psalms may be sung. 
 

Media vita in morte sumus 

In the midst of life we | are in death;* 
 from whom can we | seek help? 
From You alone, | O Lord,* 
 who by our sins are justly | angered. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | 
Savior,* 
 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal 
death. 
 
Lord, You know the secrets | of our hearts;* 
 shut not Your ears to our prayers, but spare us, | 
O Lord. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | 
Savior,* 
 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal 
death. 
 
O worthy and e- | ternal Judge,* 
 do not let the pains of death turn us away from 
You at our | last hour. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | 
Savior,* 
 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal 
death. 
 

Psalm 118 

Out of my distress I called | on the LORD;* 
 the LORD answered me and | set me free. 
It is better to take refuge | in the LORD* 
 than to | trust in man. 
It is better to take refuge | in the LORD* 
 than to trust in | princes. 
I was pushed hard, so that I was | falling,* 
 but the LORD | helped me. 
Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the | 
righteous:* 
 “The right hand of the LORD does | valiantly, 
the right hand of the | LORD exalts,* 
 the right hand of the LORD does | valiantly!” 
I shall not die, but | I shall live,* 
 and recount the deeds | of the LORD. 
Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 
 that I may enter through them and give thanks | 
to the LORD. 
This is the gate | of the LORD;* 
 the righteous shall enter | through it. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 
Psalm 130 

Out | of the depths* 
 I cry to you, | O LORD! 
O Lord, | hear my voice!* 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
pleas for | mercy! 
If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 
But with you there is for- | giveness,* 
 that you | may be feared. 
I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 
 and in his | word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen 
for the | morning,* 
 more than watchmen for the | morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD 
there is | steadfast love,* 
 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 
And he will redeem | Israel* 
 from all his in- | iquities. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Psalm 16 

Preserve me, | O God,* 
 for in you I take | refuge. 
I say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;* 
 I have no good a- | part from you.” 
As for the saints | in the land,* 
 they are the excellent ones, in whom is all | my 
delight. 
I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;* 
 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | 
shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being 
re- | joices;* 
 my flesh also | dwells secure. 
For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 
 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 
You make known to me the | path of life;* 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



 
Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 
 From where does my | help come? 
My help comes | from the LORD,* 
 who made | heav’n and earth. 
He will not let your | foot be moved;* 
 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 
Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 
 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 
The LORD is your | keeper;* 
 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 
The sun shall not strike | you by day,* 
 nor the | moon by night. 
The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 
 he will | keep your life. 
The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in* 
 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 
The pastor stands at the head of the casket or next to the urn. When all have arrived at the place of interment, the prayer appropriate 
to the setting is spoken. 
 
If the grave is to be blessed: 

 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by Your three-day rest in 
the tomb You hallowed the graves of all who 
believe in You, promising resurrection to our 
mortal bodies. Bless T this grave that the 
body of our [brother/sister] may sleep here in 
peace until You awaken [him/her] to glory, 
when [he/she] will see You face to face and 
know the splendor of the eternal God, for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

If the grave has already been blessed: 
 
P Let us pray. 

Merciful Father and Lord of life, with whom 
live the spirits of those who depart in the 
faith, we thank You for the blessings of body 
and soul that You granted this departed 
[brother/sister], whose earthly remains we 
now lay to rest. Above all, we rejoice at Your 
gracious promise to all Your servants, both 
living and departed, that we shall be raised 
from death at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

One or more of the following are read. 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives Job 19:23–27 
Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book! That they were engraved on a rock with an 
iron pen and lead, forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at the last on the earth. And after my 
skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, 
and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 
 

Grain of wheat John 12:23–26 
 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves 
his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 
 



The perishable is raised imperishable 1 Corinthians 15:42–49 
 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in 
dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became 
a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and 
then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the man 
of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49Just as 
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
 

Changed in the twinkling of an eye 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 
 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. 53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying 
that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 
 O death, where is your sting?” 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We grieve in hope 1 Thessalonians 4:13–17 
 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend 
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
 

When the Committal does not immediately follow the Funeral Service, the Creed may be confessed. 
 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our 

faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Sand or earth may be poured on the casket in the sign of the cross while the pastor says: 
 
P We now commit the body of our [brother/sister] [name] to [the ground / its resting place / the deep]; earth to 

earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body, by the power that 
enables Him to subdue all things to Himself. 

 
The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he says: 

 
P May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T Son, who by His blood redeemed this body; may God 

the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep these remains to the day of the 
resurrection of all flesh. 

C Amen. 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

P Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You sanctified 
the graves of Your saints, and by His bodily resurrection You brought life and immortality to light so that all who 
die in Him abide in peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the grave that He won for 
us. Keep us in everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth and with all in heaven who are with 
Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung or spoken. 

 
“Abide with Me” LSB 878 stz. 1,6 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the 
skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain 
shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Public domain 

 

“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” LSB 708 stz. 3 
3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 

To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home, 
    That I may die unfearing; 
And in its narrow chamber keep 
My body safe in peaceful sleep 
    Until Thy reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me, 
That these mine eyes with joy may see, 
    O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 
    My Savior and my fount of grace. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my 
prayer attend, 
And I will praise Thee without end. 

Text: Public domain 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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BURIAL FORA 
STILLBORN CHILD 
OR UNBAPTIZED CHILD 

1. This rite is intended for the burial of a stillborn child of Christian parents or a child of Christian 
parents who died before Baptism could be administered. 

2. According to the circumstance, the rite may be conducted either publicly or privately at the 
church, funeral home, hospital, or the family home. With adaptation, the entire rite may also 
be held at the graveside. 

3. When there is no body present, the Committal is omitted. 

~ In the name of the Father and of the+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
[ii Amen. Matthew 28:19b 

~ Beloved in the Lord, when God in His will for us allows our anticipation and 
joy to be changed into disappointment and grief, we turn to Him for comfort. 
In the midst of our sadness He calls us by the Gospel to a faith that will with
stand such times of testing. Though we may not in this life have answers to the 
questions we ask, by the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
we know that God is our loving Father, our Brother in suffering and death, and 
the Comforter who even now brings peace to our grief-stricken hearts. 
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While alive and in the womb, this child was brought and commended to Christ 
in our prayers. We should not doubt that these prayers have been heard, for we 
have God's own kind and comforting promises that such prayers in the name of 
Jesus Christ are heard by Him. 

In love God has blessed His people with the washing of Holy Baptism, through 
which He gives rebirth in the Holy Spirit to us and to our children. When death 
comes before Baptism, we trust in His mercy that by His grace He has received 
this child to Himself for the sake of the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

We take comfort in the confident hope that this child will be raised to life with 
Christ in the resurrection on the Last Day. The Lord grant that we remain stead
fast in His Word and faith until we all come to the joys of life everlasting; for 
the sake of His dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



BURIAL FOR A STILLBORN CHILD OR UNBAPTIZED CHILD 

One or more of the following psalms is prayed. 

Psalm 139 
For you formed my / inward parts;* 

you knitted me together in my/ mother's womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- / fully made.* 

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it/ very well. 
My frame was not hid-/ den from you,* 

when I was being made in secret, intricately woven 
in the depths / of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every/ one of them,* 

the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were / none of them. 
How precious to me are your thoughts, / 0 God!* 

How vast is the [ sum of them! 
If I would count them, they are more / than the sand.* 

I awake, and I am still/ with you. Psalm 739:13-78 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- / ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. [ Amen. 

Psalm 23 
English Standard Version 
The LORD is my [ shepherd;* 

I I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down 
in green / pastures.* 

He leads me beside still [ waters. 
He re- / stores my soul.* 

He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his / name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for you are / with me;* 

your rod and your staff, 
they / comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my / enemies;* 

you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup / overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days / of my life,* 

and I shall dwell in the house of the 
LORD for- / ever. 

King James Version 
The LORD is my / shepherd;* 

I / shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie.down 
in green / pastures:* 

he leadeth me beside the still / waters. 
He restore th / my soul:* 

he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his / name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art / with me;* 

thy rod and thy staff 
they / comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine / enemies:* 

thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth / over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days / of my life:* 

and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD for- / ever. 
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Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

Psalm 130 
Out I of the depths* 

I cry to you, IO LORD! 
0 Lord, I hear my voice!* 

Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for I mercy! 
If you, 0 LORD, should mark in- I iquities, * 

0 Lord, I who could stand? 
But with you there is for- I giveness, * 

that you I may be feared. 
I wait for the LORD, my I soul waits,* 

and in his I word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the I morning,* 

more than watchmen for the I morning. 
0 Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the Lo RD there is I steadfast love,* 

and with him is plentiful re- I demption. 
And he will redeem I Israel* 

from all his in- I iquities. 
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 

and to the Holy I Spirit; 
as it was in the be- I ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

One or more of the following passages from Holy Scripture are read. The first reading is 
introduced by the following: 

[rl Hear the Word of God from ____ ,, chapter ___ _ 

Additional readings may be introduced by citing the biblical reference. After each reading, 
the following is said: 

[rl This is the Word of the Lord. 
[§I Thanks be to God. 

Rachel weeps for her children 
Thus says the LoRD: "A voice is heard in Ramah, 

lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; 

she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more." 
Thus says the LORD: "Keep your voice from weeping, 
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and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, 

and your children shall come back to their own country." 

The Lord gives, the Lord takes away 

Jeremiah 37:75-77 

[Job] said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The 
LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." 

Job 7:27 

Nothing shall separate us from the love of God 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 
him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died-more 
than that, who was raised-who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interced
ing for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 

"For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:31-39 

We live to the Lord 
None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and of the living. Romans 14:7-9 

He will wipe away all tears 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." And he who 
was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, 
"Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." And he said to me, "It 
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
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will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who con
quers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son." 

Revelation 21 :1-7 

Their angels always see the Father's face 
The disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heav
en?" And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, "Truly, 
I say to you, unless you tum and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me. See 
that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven." Matthew 78:7-5, 10-11 

Let the children come to Me 
They were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples 
rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the 
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it." And He took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on 
them. Mark 1 0: 1 3-16 

I will give you rest 
Jesus declared, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hid
den these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little chil
dren; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

Matthew 11 :25-30 

The pastor may speak words of consolation to the bereaved. 

A hymn may be sung. 

~ Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, Your Son bore all our griefs and carried all our sorrows. 
Strengthen the faith of these grieving parents and all who bear this heavy bur
den. Help them to rely on Your boundless mercy and to trust that their little one, 
who has been gathered into Your loving arms, will rise on the Last Day; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (553) 

[1)J Amen. 
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If the body of the deceased has been present during this service but will not be 
buried, the following is spoken: 

~ May God the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit keep these remains 
to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

[1£1 Amen. 

If the· service is taking place at the place of burial, the LORD'S PRAYER and BENEDICTION are 

omitted here. 

~ Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
li!'/l Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

~ The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace. 

[/£! Amen. Numbers 6:24-26 

The pastor leads the casket and the family to the place of interment. The following a1C1y 

be sung or said: 

Media vita in mo rte sum us (14th-century hymn) 

In the midst of life we I are in death;'' 
from whom can we I seek help? 

From You alone, IO Lord,'' 
who by our sins are justly I angered. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful I Savior,''' 
deliver us not into the bitterness of e- I ternal death. 

Lord, You know the secrets I of our hearts;''' 
shut not Your ears to our prayers, but spare us, I O Lord. 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful I Savior,'' 
deliver us not into the bitterness of e- I ternal death. 

0 worthy and e- I ternal Judge,* 
do not let the pains of death turn us away from You at our I last hour. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful I Savior,''' 
deliver us not into the bitterness of e- I ternal death. 

~ Let us pray. 
0 Lord Jesus Christ, by Your three-day rest in the tomb You hallowed 
the graves of all Your children, promising resurrection to our mortal bodies. 
(Bless + this grave and) grant that the body of this child may sleep here in 
peace until You awaken him/her to glory, when he/she will see You face 
to face and know the splendor of the eternal God, for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (551) 

~ Amen. 

The following passage from Holy Scripture is read. 

~ The apostle Paul comforts us concerning the resurrection of the dead: 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is 
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritu
al body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body .... When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victo-
1y." "O death, where is your victory? 0 death, where is your sting?" The sting 
of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Chiist. 7 Corinthions 15:42--44, 54-57 

Sand or earth may be poured on the casket in the sign of the cross while the pastor says: 

~ It has pleased our heavenly Father in His wise providence to call this child to 
Himself. We now commit his/her body to the ground I its resting place ; 

earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our 
lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body, by the power that 
enables Him to subdue all things to Himself. 

!!il Amen. 
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The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he says: 

If] May God the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit keep these remains to the 
day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

Ii Amen. 

if] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
Ii Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is iu heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

if] Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed death and 
redeemed and saved Your little ones. By His bodily resurrection You brought 
life and immortality to light so that all who die in Him abide in peace and hope. 
Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the grave that He won for us. 
Keep us in everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth and with 
all in heaven who are with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. (550) 

Ii Amen. 

An appropriate hymn may be sung. 

if] Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Ii He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
if] Let us go forth in peace, in the name of the Lord. 
Ii Amen. 

if] The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + give you peace. 

l!li Amen. Numbers 6:24-26 
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“This Body in the Grave We Lay” LSB 759 

 

 

 
 
5 We have no cause to mourn or weep; 

Securely shall this body sleep 
Till Christ Himself shall death destroy 
And raise the blessèd dead to joy. 

 
6 Then let us leave this place of rest 

And homeward turn, for they are blest 
Who heed God’s warning and prepare 
Lest death should find them unaware. 

 
7 So help us, Jesus, ground of faith; 

Thou hast redeemed us by Thy death 
From endless death and set us free. 
We laud and praise and worship Thee. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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