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Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
 

To our guests and visitors: 

We are glad that you are here with us today! 

If you have no church home, why don’t you consider joining us? Please speak to Pastor 

Parrish after the service and enjoy a special gift for visiting with us today! 
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Entrance Hymn:   O Come, Little Children            
 

1. Ihr Kinderlein, kommet, o kommet doch all! 

Zur Krippe her kommet in Bethlehems Stall 

und seht, was in dieser hochheiligen Nacht 

der Vater im Himmel für Freude uns macht! 

 

2. Oh, come, little children, oh, come, one and all; 

To Bethlehem haste to the manger so small. 

God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night 

To be your Redeemer, your Joy and Delight. 

 

3. He’s born in a stable for you and for me, 

Draw near by the bright gleaming starlight to see, 

In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild, 

And purer than angels, the heavenly Child. 

 

4. See, Mary and Joseph with love-beaming eyes 

Are gazing upon the rude bed where He lies. 

The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love, 

While angels sing loud hallelujahs above. 

 

5. Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today; 

Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they; 

Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast, 

And join in the song of the heavenly host. 

 

 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P: In the beginning was the Word, 

C: And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
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P:  All things were made by him, 

C: And without him nothing was made. 

 

P: In him was life, 

C: And that life was the light of men. 

 

P: The light shines in the darkness, 

C: But the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

P: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

C:   We have seen his glory, 

 

P: The glory of the one and only Son of the Father, 

C: Full of grace and truth!  

 

P: We worship on this holy night in the name of our heavenly Father: 

C: Who sent his Son to become flesh and dwell among us. 

 

P: We call upon Jesus, the only Son of the Father: 

C: Who is our Savior and our Lord. 

 

P: We pray for the Holy Spirit’s presence and power, 

C:   So we may see Christ’s glory, 

 

P:    The glory of the one and only Son of the Father, 

C: Full of grace and truth!  

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Let us pray:  

Heavenly Father, may the birth of Jesus—announced by the angels, witnessed by 

the shepherds and marveled at by the magi—empower us on this holy night to  

rejoice; indeed, to rejoice evermore; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
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HYMN  Still, Still, Still  

 
1. Still, still, still, 

weil’s Kindlein schlafen will! 

Maria tut es nieder singen, 

ihre keusche Brust darbringen, 

Still, still, still, 

weil’s Kindlein schlafen will!  

 

2. Schlaf, schlaf, schlaf, 

mein liebes Kind schlaf! 

Die Engel tun schon musizieren, 

bei dem Kindlein jubilieren. 

Schlaf, schlaf, schlaf, 

mein liebes Kind schlaf! 

 
 Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 

deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing 

the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that 

burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

 

 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined 

for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 

the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 

government and peace there will be no end.  

 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 

forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

    

P     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
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The Epistle Reading                                           1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

P     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

READING Luke 2:1–5 
 

Pastor: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 

 

Pastor: Although “O Little Town of Bethlehem” is an American carol, written by 

the Reverend Phillips Brooks of Pennsylvania in 1865, it was inspired by 

his visiting the actual town where Jesus was born in what we call the Holy 

Land. On this holy evening, we all go in heart and mind to that little town 

that became so special in God’s plan of salvation. 

 

HYMN  O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 
 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight.  
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2. For Christ is born of Mary,  

And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together  

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King 

And peace to all the earth! 

 

3. How silently, how silently,  

The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin. 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

READING Luke 2:6–7 
 

Pastor: And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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Pastor: The carol “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” is a translation of a Polish 

Christmas song that appeared in its original language in a song collection 

in 1838. As with many traditional folk songs, the text author and musical 

composer are not known. An adaptation in the American version we sing 

is the repetition of the last phrase of each stanza: “Christ the child is Lord 

of all!” and “Christ the child was born for you!”—both lines are certainly 

worthy of being repeated! 

 

HYMN  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   LSB 393 
 

1. Infant holy, Infant lowly, 

For His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, 

Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, 

Angels singing, 

Bells are ringing, 

Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

2. Flocks were sleeping, 

Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new 

Saw the glory, 

Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, 

Free from sorrow, 

Praises voicing, 

Greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 
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READING Luke 2:8–12 
 

Pastor: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 

this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

Pastor: Although “Away in a Manger” may sound like an “Old World” carol, its 

first Lutheran Church appearance was in a Lutheran Sunday School 

hymnal in Philadelphia published in the year 1885. Reminding us that 

there was no room in the inn and that our Savior was humbly born, the text 

was not translated into German until 1934. Now sung around the world, 

the text concludes in the third stanza with a prayer that has been 

memorized by countless generations of children. 

 

Hymn   Away in a Manger   LSB 365 
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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READING Luke 2:13–16 
 

Pastor: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among those with whom He is pleased!” When the angels went away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby lying in a manger. 

 

Pastor: Echoing the song of the angels is a joy for God’s people—especially on 

Christmas Eve. A traditional French carol gives us the opportunity to sing 

“Glory to God in the highest” in Latin, as “Gloria in excelsis Deo.” The 

words and the melody of this Christmas carol, both from France, bring a 

bright excitement to our celebration as we bring to our God limitless 

praise. 

 

HYMN  Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee  Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

READING Luke 2:17–20 

Pastor: And when [the shepherds] saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, 

pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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Pastor: Luke writes that Mary “treasured up all these things” in her heart. We are 

invited to do as Mary did, to treasure these things—including our worship 

with the joyous carols—in our hearts. Through these songs, we share the 

joy of sisters and brothers around the globe who join in praising Jesus 

Christ, our newborn King. With repeating alleluias, we give voice to our 

joy in the words and the music of a Bohemian carol from over five 

hundred years ago. 

 

HYMN  Let Our Gladness Have No End  LSB 381 

1. Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! 

For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 

Refrain: 

On this day God gave us 

Christ, His Son, to save us; 

Christ, His Son to save us. 

2. Prophesied in days of old, alleluia! 

God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! [Refrain] 

3. See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia! 

From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia! [Refrain] 

4. Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! 

He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! [Refrain] 

Sermon   Rejoice Evermore   1 Thessalonians 5:16 

 

Prayers 

 
Pastor: Let us pray for God’s great mercy, asking that He would hear our petitions 

and grant them according to His gracious will. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, as we recall the first Christmas, we thank 

You for the gift of Jesus Christ, who came to earth in deep humility. We 

bless You that there was room in Your heart for the people of earth and for 

the sacrifice of Jesus as He left the glory of Your eternal kingdom in 

coming to earth to be our Savior, our Brother and our Friend. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: As we think of Your chosen servants Mary and Joseph, we thank You for 

the gift of family. Grant that we always treasure the gifts we receive 

through them and seek to be those who cherish our family, our church 

family, our friends, and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: As we fill this sacred space with song, we thank You for the gifts of poetry 

and music and for writers and composers who have enriched our 

celebration with their devotion and creativity. Grant that we ever seek to 

bring You all that is the best and most beautiful in our worship. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: As we hear again of the shepherds to whom the angel brought the greatest 

of news, we thank You for those who serve in the various vocations of 

life, including those whose daily work goes unnoticed or 

underappreciated. We commend to Your special care, Lord, those in the 

military, our first responders and medical personnel, and all whose service 

keeps them distanced from their family homes in these days. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: We pray for all situations and conditions of people, especially those on our 

hearts at this time. Be with all who need our petitions and our concern. 

Bless them according to their needs, Lord, and give us opportunities to be 

of comfort and assistance in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: As we pray, gracious God, we remember our dear ones who have 

completed their earthly lives and now are in Your eternal keeping. Grant 

that we follow their footsteps in ways of peace and love throughout our 

lives as we live to Your glory as those on whom Your favor rests. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P: Lord Jesus, we praise you for this opportunity to celebrate your birth.  Yet we must 

confess to you that much of the newness has worn off.  The angels’ message has 

grown old in our hearts, and your birth has become more of a sentimental tradition 

for us to observe rather than a life-changing reality for us and all people. 

 

C: And Lord, we are hurting because of it.  Our hearts feel empty and alone.  Our 

spirits remain restless and unsatisfied despite the abundance of our 

possessions. Our souls are weighed down by nagging guilt, feelings of 

inadequacy and haunting fears.  Lord, we need to be assured of your love.  We 

need to know your forgiveness.  We need to experience the peace, the power, 

and the joy of Christ Jesus. 

 

P: God has heard our prayer and he answers it with the same message he has been 

announcing for over two-thousand years: “Unto you is born a Savior; he is Christ 

the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) Dear friends, this was not just his message to the shepherds 

then; it is God’s message to us here, now, tonight. And so as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, I forgive you all of your sins; in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  We have seen his glory, 

 

P: The glory of the one and only Son of the Father, 

C:  Full of grace and truth!  
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Lord's Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Words of Our Lord   
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  pg 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  pg 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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Distribution Hymns  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  LSB 366 

 
1. It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 

From heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 

 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come 

With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav'nly music floats 

O'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hov'ring wing, 

And ever o'er its babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 

 

3. All you, beneath your heavy load, 

By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way 

With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, 

Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; 

Of Him the angels sing. 

 

4. For lo, the days have come to pass 

By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years 

Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 

God's ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 

The song the angels sing. 
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 Once in Royal David’s City   LSB 376 

 
1 Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, 

   Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

   And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

    Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 

 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

    Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle 

    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 

 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 
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 From Heaven Above, To Earth I Come    LSB 358 

 

1. Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her. 

Ich bring' euch gute neue Mär, 

Der guten Mär bring ich so viel, 

Davon ich sing'n und sagen will. 

 

2. Euch ist ein Kindlein heut' geborn 

Von einer Jungfrau auserkorn, 

Ein Kindelein, so zart und fein, 

Das soll eu'r Freud und Wonne sein. 

 

3. Es ist der Herr Christ, unser Gott, 

Der will euch führn aus aller Not, 

Er will eu'r Heiland selber sein, 

Von allen Sünden machen rein. 

 

4. Er bringt euch alle Seligkeit, 

Die Gott der Vater hat bereit, 

Daß ihr mit uns im Himmelreich 

Sollt leben nun und ewiglich. 

 

Post-Communion Collect                                                                     

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 

His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

As we light our candles, we remember and worship our Savior, Jesus Christ, God’s Light 

of love and forgiveness to the world. 
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P: "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.” (Isaiah 

60:1) When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (John 8:12)  “For 

you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light for the 

fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:8-9).  “In 

the same way, let your light shine before people, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

   

HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night        LSB 363 
 

1. Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar: 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 

Schlaf in himmlishcer Ruh. 

 

2. Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Hirten erst kundgemacht, 

Durch der Engel Halleluja 

Tönt es laut von fern und nah: 

Christ, der Retter, ist da, 

Christ, der Retter, ist da! 

 

3. Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Gottes Sohn, o wie lacth 

Lieb aus deinem göttlichen Mund, 

Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund, 

Christ, in deiner Geburt, 

Christ, in deiner Geburt. 

 

4. Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi and the peace 

of the Christ Child.  May the spirit of Christmas fill your hearts and your homes all 

year long.  And may the Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now 

and forevermore!   

C: Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Joy to the World                       LSB 387 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 


