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The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Saturday, May 20,2023 – 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, May 21,2023 – 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
 

To our guests and visitors: 

We are glad that you are here with us today! 

If you have no church home, why don’t you consider joining us? Please speak to Pastor 

Parrish after the service and enjoy a special gift for visiting with us today! 

 



2 

 

 

Opening Hymn  Praise The Almighty           LSB 797 
 

1 Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him! 

    Yes, I will laud Him until death; 

With songs and anthems I come before Him 

    As long as He allows me breath. 

From Him my life and all things came; 

Bless, O my soul, His holy name. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; 

    Earthborn they are and soon decay. 

Vain are their counsels at life’s last portal, 

    When the dark grave engulfs its prey. 

Since mortals can no help afford, 

Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever 

    Whose help is from the Lord Most High, 

Whom from salvation can nothing sever, 

    And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. 

To all who trust in Him, our Lord 

Will aid and counsel now afford. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Penitent sinners, for mercy crying, 

    Pardon and peace from Him obtain; 

Ever the wants of the poor supplying, 

    Their faithful God He will remain. 

He helps His children in distress, 

The widows and the fatherless. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
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5 Praise, all you people, the name so holy 

    Of Him who does such wondrous things! 

All that has being, to praise Him solely, 

    With happy heart its amen sings. 

Children of God, with angel host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

  
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Pastor: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

People: Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, 

which He obtained with His own blood. 

 

Pastor: Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over 

your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this 

with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

People: And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 

and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 

up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and 

of the knowledge of the Son of God. 

 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father, confident that He will hear and 

forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have not always been proud to 

bear Your name. At times, we crumble in the face of the trials that 

come our way. We allow worries and anxieties to crowd out Your 

caring presence. Keep us in Your name, which You have given us in 

Baptism, and forgive us our sins for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Pastor: Our God hears our prayers and forgives our sins because of Jesus’ perfect 

life, death, and resurrection. At the command of Christ and through the 

power of the cross and the empty tomb, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace! 

People: Alleluia! Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you.  

 

P:  O God of glory and Lord of love, You called the Twelve to follow You. When 

Judas fell, Matthias was called to take His place. In our time, You call pastors to 

shepherd Your flock. Guide all pastors, by Your Spirit, to walk according to Your 

will and Your ways; for You are our Savior and Lord, who lives and rules with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  God of The Prophets   LSB 682 

1. God of the prophets, bless the prophet's sons; 

Elijah's mantle o'er Elisha cast. 

Each age its solemn task may claim but once; 

Make each one nobler, stronger than the last. 
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2. Anoint them prophets, men who are intent 

To be Your witnesses in word and deed, 

Their hearts aflame, their lips make eloquent, 

Their eyes awake to ev'ry human need. 

3. Anoint them priests, strong intercessors they, 

For pardon and for love and hope and peace, 

That, through their pleading, guilty sinners may 

Find Jesus' mercy and from sin release. 

4. Anoint them kings, yes, kingly kings, O Lord. 

Anoint them with the Spirit of Your Son. 

Theirs not a jeweled crown, a blood-stained sword; 

Theirs, by sweet love, for Christ a kingdom won. 

5. Make them apostles, heralds of Your cross; 

Forth let them go to tell the world of grace. 

Inspired by You, may they count all but loss 

And stand at last with joy before Your face. 

The First Reading                                          Acts 1:12-26 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 

Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 

room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; 

Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along 

with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred 

and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which 

the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for 

those who arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 
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18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell 

headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem 

heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of 

Blood.) 
20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: 

“‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and,  “‘May another take 

his place of leadership.’ 

 
21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole 

time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time 

when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his 

resurrection.” 

 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of 

these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go 

where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to 

the eleven apostles. 

 

P     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

The Epistle Reading                                                1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you 

participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is 

revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the 

Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  

15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 

even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 

God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 

household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey 

the gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become 

of the ungodly and the sinner?”  
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19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their 

faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 

time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you 

know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. 
10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 

suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 

steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

P     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading                                                         John 17:1-11 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you 

granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 

given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work 

you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had 

with you before the world began. 

 
6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; 

you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything 

you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they 

accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that 

you sent me.  

 
9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for 

they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 

through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 

gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn            Father, We Thank Thee   LSB 652 
 

Father, we thank Thee who hast planted 

Thy holy Name within our hearts. 

Knowledge and faith and life immortal 

Jesus Thy Son to us imparts. 

Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy pleasure, 

didst give man food for all his days, 

giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 

Thine is the pow'r, be Thine the praise. 

 

Watch o'er Thy church, O Lord, in mercy, 

save it from evil, guard it still. 

Perfect it in Thy love, unite it, 

cleansed and conformed unto Thy will. 

As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 

was in this broken bread made one, 

so from all lands Thy church be gathered 

into Thy kingdom by Thy Son. 

 

Sermon    Rev. John Stern      “Jesus Prays For US”       John 17:1-11       
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The Offering  

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. We pray with boldness and confidence because 

we know He hears our prayers because Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Pastor: O Jesus, we pray for all who are suffering trials because of their Christian 

faith. Comfort them and lead them to rejoice as they share in Your 

sufferings, that Your glory is revealed, because Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Pastor: Holy Father, we grieve the divisions in our families, communities, world, 

and especially in Your Church. Keep all Your people in Your name, which 

You have given in the waters of Baptism, and lead us to the unity we will 

experience fully with You in Your kingdom, because Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Pastor: O Great Physician, bind up the broken hearted and heal those who are 

suffering in heart, soul, strength, and mind. We pray this day for those 

who are grieving, and ask You to give them comfort as they mourn. We 

pray this day for those are who are suffering from illnesses, [especially . . 

.], and ask that You heal them according to Your good and gracious will, 

because Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Invitation 
P: This evening/morning we have another opportunity to encounter God’s real, tangible 

grace for us in this meal; that in, with, and under these simple elements of bread and wine 

are the true body and blood of Jesus Christ given to us for the forgiveness of sins.  

 

And so, we become what we eat. We are the body of Christ to be sent out into the world. 

So it’s necessary and good that we partake of this meal; that we experience God’s love 

for us in this way, that we share this family meal together. So if this is your confession I 

would invite you to join me as we confess together our faith. 

 

C: I understand and admit that I have sinned against God, that I recognize my sin 

and humbly ask God to forgive me. I believe that Jesus Christ is my Lord and 

Savior and that He is my only hope against sin, death, and the devil.  

 

I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament, and under the form 

of the bread and wine I receive this true body and blood for the forgiveness of my 

sin and the strengthening of my faith and life to the Lord and His Church by 

faithfully worshipping Him, cheerfully giving my time and resources, and joyfully 

sharing the Good News of Jesus with others. 

 

The Words of Our Lord   
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  pg 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei pg 210 

C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

Distribution Hymn   At The Lamb’s High Feast LSB 633 
   

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

    Alleluia! 
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3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

    Alleluia! 

 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we manna from above. 

    Alleluia! 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
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Nunc Dimittis pg 211 

  C     O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’n-ly peace, 

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn               Fight The Good Fight       LSB 664 

 

1 Fight the good fight with all your might; 

Christ is your strength, and Christ your right. 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

Your joy and crown eternally. 
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2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; 

Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. 

Life with its way before us lies; 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 

3 Cast care aside, lean on your guide; 

His boundless mercy will provide. 

Trust, and enduring faith shall prove 

Christ is your life and Christ your love. 

 

4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; 

He changes not who holds you dear; 

Only believe, and you will see 

That Christ is all eternally. 
 


