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Fourth Sunday in Epiphany 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 – 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
 

To our guests and visitors: 

We are glad that you are here with us today! 

If you have no church home, why don’t you consider joining us? Please speak to Pastor 

Parrish after the service and enjoy a special gift for visiting with us today! 

 

 

 



2 

 

Hymn     Son of God, Eternal Savior  LSB 842 

 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, 

    For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, 

    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

    Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty 

    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

    Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, 

    By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing 

    That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 

    Here on earth Your will be done. 
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Confession and Absolution               pg 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie  pg 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis pg 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in 

our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to 

support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

The Old Testament Reading     Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 

hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and you enduring 

foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an indictment against his people, and he will 

contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? 

Answer me! 
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4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of 

slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember what 

Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what 

happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 

 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be 

pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Epistle Reading     1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? 

Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world?  

 
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 

pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 

 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 

men. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong;  
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28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 

nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 

God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

Alleluia 

C    Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.                                                                                

       Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Gospel Reading      Matthew 5:1-12 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth  and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father  

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not  

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by  

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us  

under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again  

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of  

the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the  

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look  

for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn              Jesus Sat with His Disciples         LSB 932 
 

1 Jesus sat with His disciples 

    On a mountainside one day; 

As the crowds of people gathered, 

    He began to teach and say: 

“Blessèd are the poor in spirit, 

    Heaven’s kingdom they will share. 

Blessèd are the sad and mourning, 

    Joy and comfort will be theirs. 
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2 “Blessèd are the meek and humble, 

    All the earth to them is willed. 

Those who hunger to be holy, 

    They are bless’d and will be filled. 

Yes, the merciful are blessèd, 

    Mercy will to them be shown. 

And the pure in heart are blessèd, 

    They have eyes for God alone. 

 

3 “Blessèd are God’s sons and daughters, 

    Making peace where there is strife. 

Blessèd are the persecuted, 

    Who for righteousness lose life; 

Their reward is great in heaven, 

    In the kingdom up above— 

So be glad to share My suff’ring 

    And rejoice to know My love.” 

 

Sermon                       Blessed Beyond Belief Matthew 5:1-12 

 

The Offering  
 

Offertory pg 159 

C   What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?  I will offer the 

sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.  I will take the 

cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.  I will pay my vows to 

the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the Lord’s 

house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for all people who call out to God in their distress. For our 

brothers and sisters who are poor in spirit because of outside oppression or 

personal problems, that God would remind them of their heavenly 

citizenship, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 
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Pastor: For those who mourn, that by their faith in Christ’s resurrection they 

would be comforted, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For those who are meek as they thirst for righteousness, that God would 

raise up local and national leaders to provide security and justice for all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For those who reflect the mercy of God as they tend to the physical, 

emotional, and spiritual needs of those under their care, that God would 

give them wisdom and strength, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For those who single-mindedly focus on sharing God’s peace with 

conflicted people around them, that God would keep them strong in faith 

to use every opportunity at their disposal, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For the Church wherever people gather around Word and Sacrament, that 

God would alleviate persecution they may be enduring and let the Church 

grow in faith and numbers, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: For ourselves in every difficulty, that God would remind us of Christ’s 

having done in our stead all that He calls us to do, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: In grateful thanksgiving, we rejoice this day and look forward to the 

reward our Savior won for us. To You alone, O Father, be all the 

glory, with Your Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Preface  pg 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You 

have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance 

of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus pg 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord's Prayer   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Words of Our Lord   
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  pg 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  pg 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Distribution Hymn            O God of Mercy, God of Might LSB 852 
   

1 O God of mercy, God of might, 

In love and pity infinite, 

Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, 

    To live our lives in Thee. 

 

2 And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die 

That our lost world might live thereby, 

O hear us; for to Thee we cry, 

    In hope, O Lord, to Thee. 

 

3 Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught: 

To feel for those Thy blood hath bought, 

That ev’ry word and deed and thought 

    May work a work for Thee. 

 

4 All are redeemed, both far and wide, 

Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died. 

Grant us the will and grace provide 

    To love them all in Thee! 
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5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 

May we, where help is needed, there 

    Give help as unto Thee! 

 

6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 

Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 

    All those who live in Thee. 

 

Thank the Lord                                                                                 pg. 164 

C   Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-‘ryone what He has done. Let all 

who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.  He recalls His promises 

and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving, Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect                                                                     pg 166  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Benediction  

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn               Songs of Thankfulness and Praise     LSB 394 
 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 

    Manifested by the star 

    To the sages from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem 

In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

3 Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

    Manifest in valiant fight, 

    Quelling all the devil’s might; 

Manifest in gracious will, 

Ever bringing good from ill; 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Present in Thy holy Word— 

    Grace to imitate Thee now 

    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we might become like Thee 

At Thy great epiphany 

    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 

    God in man made manifest. 
 


