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The Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
 

To our guests and visitors: 

We are glad that you are here with us today! 

If you have no church home, why don’t you consider joining us? 

Please speak to Pastor Parrish after the service and enjoy a special 

gift for visiting with us today! 
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Your Name (Christmas Version) 
Humbly to the earth You came 

Born into this world to save 

God with us Emmanuel 

Now we adore Your Name 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower 

Your Name is a shelter like no other 

Your Name let the nations sing it louder 

For nothing has the power to save 

But Your Name 

Jesus in Your Name we pray 

Come and fill our hearts today 

Lord give us strength to live for You 

And glorify Your Name 

 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower 

Your Name is a shelter like no other 

Your Name let the nations sing it louder 

For nothing has the power to save 

But Your Name 

 

Wonderful Counselor Prince of Peace 

 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower 

Your Name is a shelter like no other 

Your Name let the nations sing it louder 

For nothing has the power to save 

But Your Name 

 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower 

Your Name is a shelter like no other 

Your Name let the nations sing it louder 

For nothing has the power to save 

But Your Name 
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God with us Emmanuel 

God with us Emmanuel 

God with us Emmanuel 

Now we adore Your Name. 
   
“Your Name” words and music by Paul Baloche & Gleen Packiam, Copyright 2006, Integrity’s Hosanna! Music, CCLI # 4611679, 

Used by permission. 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Great is the steadfast love of the LORD toward us; 

People: and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

 

Pastor:  Nations will come to His light 

People: and kings to the brightness of His rising. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins unto the Lord. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 

fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive 

me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You shined the light of Christ into our world of darkness, 

division, and death. Grant that we may know Christ, the light of the world, 

walk in His light all the days of our lives and, by Your grace, be delivered 

as one people into the place of eternal light and life at the end of all days; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

He Shall Reign Forevermore 

 

In the bleak mid-winter 

All creation groans 

For a world in darkness, 

Frozen like a stone. 

Light is breaking 

In a stable for a throne.  

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

Unto us a Child is born, 

The King of kings and Lord of lords. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

If I were a wise man, 

I would travel far. 

If I were a shepherd, 

I would do my part. 

But, poor as I am, 

I will give to Him my heart. 
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And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

Unto us a Child is born, 

The King of kings and Lord of lords. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

Here within a manger lies the One who made the starry skies, 

This baby born for sacrifice: Christ the Messiah! 

Into our hopes, into our fears the Savior of the world appears, 

The promise of eternal years:  Christ the Messiah! 

He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

 

Unto us a Child is born, 

The King of kings and Lord of lords. 

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore. 

Words and Music by Christ Tomlin and Matt Maher.  Copyright 2015 S.D.G. Publishing / Sixsteps Songs / Worship Together Music / 
Be Essential Song / I Am Pilgrim Songs.  CCLI Song # 7050416.  Used by permission CCLI License #2960087 

 

The Old Testament Reading     Isaiah 60:1–6 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,  and thick darkness the peoples; but 

the LORD will arise upon you,  and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall 

come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

 
4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your 

sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea 

shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
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6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those 

from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good 

news, the praises of the LORD. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Epistle Reading     Ephesians 3:1-12 
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming 

that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how 

the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you 

read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,  

 
5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is[a] that the 

Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the 

gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power.  

 
8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places.  

 
11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our 

Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

The Gospel Reading      Matthew 2:1-12 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29241a
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4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 

written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’” 

 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 

worship him.” 

 

 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 

seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 

was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

 

 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 

and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 

and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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King of Kings 
 

In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

 

To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 

 

Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings  

 

To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 

 

For even in Your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake You died 

Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 
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And the morning that You rose 

All of heaven held its breath 

Till that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 

 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 

And the Church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this Gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel shall not faint 

 

By His blood and in His Name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me 

Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings  

 

Sermon          Wise Men Dream of a Dangerous King        Matthew 2:12                    
 

The Offering  
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: Having been bidden by the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord of light on behalf 

of all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 

 

Pastor: O Light of light, shine with the brightness of the one true light, that those 

who live in darkness may be granted the light of life. Embolden Your 

Church that we with confidence and joy proclaim this saving Gospel to all 

the world and bring together the divided into the one people of Your grace 

in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O Lord of power and might, shine Your light into the nations and give to 

all peoples wise and faithful servants to govern with integrity and mercy. 

Raise up people of honor to serve us on Your behalf and give Your 

blessing to those who protect us at home and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O Lord of grace, You made Your Church from many to be one people and 

in Christ united them from all nations and tribes. Give unity of faith and 

doctrine to Your Church and able servants who will preach and teach 

faithfully the Good News of Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O Lord of love, You sought us out when we had nothing to commend us. 

Continue to seek out and comfort the sick and those who grieve, the dying 

in their final hours, and those troubled in mind, [especially . . .]. Give them 

grace sufficient for their need and faith to sustain them in their trials. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: O Lord of hope, You create us anew in the waters of Baptism. The 

divisions that once marked us have been overcome in Christ. Keep from 

us, we pray, all bitterness, doubt, and fear, and bring us at last into Your 

eternal presence, with those who lived and died in Christ and now rest in 

their labors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Grant to us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful, O Lord, 

for we trust in Your goodness and in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

Words of Institution               On The Night 

 

On the night He was betrayed, He took the bread, gave thanks, and said, 

“Take eat, my friends, this broken bread, this is my body for forgiveness of 

your sin. When you eat, my friends, this meal of love, remember me and my 

love for you again.” 

 

On the night He was betrayed, He took the cup, gave thanks, and said, 

“Take drink, my friends, this cup of wine, this is my blood for forgiveness of 

your sin. When you drink, my friends, this cup of love, remember me and 

my love for you again.” 
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Oh, we are here, to thank you Lord, for the bread and wine outpoured. 

For it is your body and your blood that you so lovingly and freely give 

to us. So we praise you holy Lamb of God; we love you our sweet Jesus. 

We love you our sweet Jesus.  We love you our sweet Jesus. 
 

“On the Night” words and music by Mark Zehnder. Used by permission.  CCLI#2960087. 

 

Distribution 

 

Lord, I Need You 
Lord, I come, I confess. 

Bowing here, I find my rest. 

And without You, I fall apart. 

You're the one that guides my heart. 

  

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

Ev'-ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God, how I need You. 

 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 

Where grace is found is where You are. 

And where You are, Lord, I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me. 

Where You are, Lord I am free. 

Holiness is Christ in me. 

 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

Ev'-ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God, how I need You. 
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So, teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way. 

And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay. 

And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay. 

 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

Ev'-ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God, how I need You. 

 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

Ev'-ry hour I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God, how I need You. 

My one defense, my righteousness; 

Oh, God, how I need You. 
 
“Lord I Need You” Words and music by Jesse Reeves, Kristian Stanfill, Matt Maher, Christy Nockels and Daniel Carson.  Copyright 

2011 sixsteps Music/ Sweater Weather Music/Thankyou Music/Valley Of Songs Music. CCLI Song # 5925687  Used by permission.  
CCLI#2960087 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Post-Communion Collect                                                                       
Pastor: Let us pray. 

O gracious and almighty Father, from the beginning of the world You set 

forth the plan of salvation to rescue Your creation from the darkness and 

death of sin. Now, in the fullness of time, You have revealed Your Son as 

the promised Savior and Redeemer, in whom all the world is born again in 

hope. As He has kept Your saving will and been born in our flesh to 

accomplish all things for our salvation, so also He has reached beyond the 

divisions of old to unite us as one people by Baptism and faith. Grant to us 

this day Your Holy Spirit, that we who come to this altar may through 

repentance and faith be made worthy to receive Him who comes to us 
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here. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

The Benediction  

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

The God of Peace 
 

What is true, what is right, 

What is pure, think of these 

What is true, what is right, 

What is pure, think of these. 

 

And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your minds 

And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your minds 

And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your minds 

And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your minds 

And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

(both sung at same time) 

What is true,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

what is right,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

What is pure, think of these    And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

What is true,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

what is right,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

What is pure, think of these    And the God of peace will be with you. 
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What is true,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

what is right,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

What is pure, think of these    And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

What is true,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

 

what is right,                            And the peace of God will guard your hearts and your  

minds 

What is pure, think of these    And the God of peace will be with you. 

 
Words and Music by R. Ondras & J. Williamson 2001 Mass Voice Music 

 

 


