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ALTAR FLOWERS – CHANGE IN FLOWER ORDERING!! 
Starting October 8, we will be purchasing altar flowers from the Flower Cottage. 
Two vases are $40; one vase is $20. They will deliver the flowers to the church! 
You can sign up for the current month or the next month on the west wall in the 
Lobby or other months in the Opportunities Book. Please make checks payable 
to the Ruth Society and place in the Ruth Society mailbox D1 in the classroom 
across from the office. Orders are due one week in advance. If you have any 
questions or desire specific flowers or colors in the arrangement, please call 
Marcia Prosken at 708-479-1035.   
 

FOOD AND PAPER DRIVE 

We will be having a Food and Paper Products Drive on October 14 - 
October 29 to benefit Frankfort Township Food Pantry. Please consider 
donating canned, boxed, or bagged foods; or paper goods such as 
napkins, paper towels, Ziploc bags, dish detergent, etc. Thank you for 
anything you can provide! 
 

OKTOBERFEST & TRUNK OR TREAT 
From the Board of Fellowship 
On Sunday, October 29th at 11:30 a.m. you are cordially invited to enjoy a brat with 
your church family. Bring your trunk and share your treats with our kids and get 
reacquainted with your friends. Each family attending is being asked to bring a 
donation to one of the two “Giving” trunks provided by the Frankfort Food Pantry 
and PAWS.  

 
We had such great reviews from our event last year, that we are going to do it again this year. All 
Immanuel and Preschool families will be invited to participate as givers and getters. The Board of 
Fellowship will provide the Brats, Root Beer, Lemonade, and Chips. The registration form will 
allow you to rsvp for both the Trunks and the Dinner, Please RSVP via this link. 
 
If you are willing to help plan and organize this event, please contact any member of the 
Fellowship group. 
_________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
LWML Weekend                                     September 30-October 1 (see page 3) 
Food & Paper Drive                               October 14-29 
Oktoberfest/Trunk or Treat              Sunday, October 29, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
Ruth Society Fundraiser Sale           November 4 & 5; 11 & 12 (see page 3)   
Cookie Walk                                             Saturday, December 16, 9:00 a.m.  
 

  

INTEGRATE 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/p10gxnn501exzpp/


 
 

At Immanuel Mokena, our tagline is “following 
Jesus, finding family.” To us this means in the 
process of striving to be like Jesus, we grow 
together as Christians and followers and develop 
strong relationships as part of the family of Christ. 
 
As we grow together, we are focusing on a  
key 1-2-3 here at Immanuel:  
1 Mission: making disciples.  
2 Places where it happens: temple spaces and  
table spaces.  
3 Key Relationships: with God (UP), with people 
who know and love Jesus (IN), and with those who 
don't yet know how much He loves them (OUT).  
 
We want all people to know that they are very-
much-loved children of God, and we want to 
walk beside them as they discover their place in 
His Kingdom. 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
AUG 
2023 

2023 
YTD 

2022 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 23,782 226,630 199,624 27,006 14 

Interest 75 628 173 455  

Facility 400 8,195 1,800 6,395  

Expense 23,248 224,107 218,711 5,396 2 

Balance 1,009 11,346 -17,113 28,459  

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $18,800 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for Integrate are due by the 26th of the 
month and will be on our website, emailed, and 
mailed after the 1st of the month. The Integrate 
Newsletter is also available online at 
immanuelmokena.org 
___________________________ 
Official Acts (see pictures page 4) 

 
Baptism – September 10, 2023 – Colton Bartnik, 
son of Brett Bartnik & Kara Jelderks  
 
Wedding – September 9, 2023 – Jeremy & Kylie 
Miranda 
 
Transfer Out: Dale & Kathy Disabato to Faith 
Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV 
___________________________ 
Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 

 

Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-685-2133 
Elder 4:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 5:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Elder 6:  Fred Eassa 708-275-9907 
Elder 7:  Harold Oesterreich 708-479-7745 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE                   Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club               Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society                      Ruth Society 
LWML                                   LWML NID 
Pastor’s Scholarship     Immanuel Lutheran 
Fund    Include on Memo: Pastor’s Scholarship Fund 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 

Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 
 

God’s Kids Club (Sunday School) and Adult 
Bible Study  - Sundays at 10:15 am 

(September through May) 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

Women’s 
Ministry Corner 
 
RUTH SOCIETY 
The October Meeting 
will be held October 5, 
2023 in the Hub. 7:00 
p.m. Refreshments 
7:30 p.m. Meeting. 
Barb Belanski, Delynn 

Flannery, and Marcia Prosken will give a report 
on the LWML Convention they attended in July.  
 
Fall Fundraiser Sale - The Ruth Society will be 
running another fundraising sale for two 
weekends on November 4 & 5 and 11 & 12 before 
and after the church services. Items will include 
crafts, bakery and canned goods. Hope to see 
you there!!!        
 
The Ruth Society is looking for your help. If you 
would like to donate any items for this year’s 
November sale, please contact Cheryl Thompson 
at (709) 479-9113 and make arrangements to 
drop off your donations.  
 

 
 
FROM THE LWML 
 
LWML WEEKEND – September 30-October 1 
We will have selected readings, songs, message, 
and convention memories during and after the 
weekend’s services. 
 
LWML National and District Mission Grants 
 
Thank you for supporting the LWML Mission 
Grants. Through your mite box offerings, you 
are spreading the Gospel message and 
proclaiming His redeeming love. 
 
 

National Grants – 2023 to 2025 
Goal: $2,350,000 
 
Serving God’s Children with Special Needs – 
$100,000 
Journeys Lutheran Schook, Milwaukee, WI 
We are all children of God, despite our 
differences, challenges, and life experiences. 
The mission of Journeys Lutheran School is to 
serve God’s children ages eight to 21 with special 
needs such as attention deficit disorder, 
learning disabilities, autism, anxiety, trauma, 
emotional behavior disorder, and obsessive-
compulsive disorder. For 60 years the school has 
prepared students to maximize their spiritual, 
academic, physical, emotional, and social 
potential to become successful Christian 
members of society. Students are able to earn a 
high school diploma and participate in 
meaningful cultural, historical, and spiritual 
events. The enrollment in the high school 
program is growing. This grant will help 
purchase two vans to transport high school 
students enrolled in the School-to-Work 
Internship Program and students taking elective 
classes at nearby Martin Luther High School. 
 
Northern Illinois District Grants – 2022-2024 
Goal: $160,000 
 
LINC Chicago - $16,340  
LINC’s goal is to find leaders in Chicago 
neighborhoods with God-given dreams who 
want to impact their communities with the 
Gospel and to raise up the next generation of 
church planters, multi-ethnic leaders, and 
urban missionaries.  Funding will enable them 
to continue to engage, equip, and empower 
current LINC leaders as well as leaders yet to be 
recruited. 
 
 

 
WOMEN OF THE WORD  
Women of the Word will be meeting the 2nd & 4th 
Mondays of the month – October 9 & 23 – at 
7:00 p.m. Join us! 
   



 
 

MEN OF THE 
WORD  
 
Men of the Word 
meets on the 1st & 
3rd Mondays of 
the month – 
October 2 & 16 -  
at 7:00 p.m! Join 
us!  

 
 

Baptism of Colton Bartnik 
 

Wedding of Jeremy & Kylie Miranda 

 
HALLWAY RENOVATION UPDATE 
Thank you to all who volunteered to drywall, 
paint, and trim the hallway, and also to those 
who donated to our “Gift Registry”! We have 
received $1375 of the $1,044 needed to renovate 
the hallway. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 
 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS 

By Tracy Miranda 
 
 
After a few more tears than normal, we are       
off and running.   We are just glad that the 
children are loving school and adjusting well to 
the routine.  It always takes time and most of it 
is the teachers.  We forget to adjust back to what 
the beginning of the school year is actually 
really like. 
     We have made it through 4 letters of the 
alphabet so far and will continue on until all 26 
are completed.  The children are doing a great 
job and seem to be having a great time learning.  
As we continue to add to what we are learning, 
we are looking forward to the growth that we get 
to experience. 
     The preschool is currently doing a read-a-
thon.  We will be starting our gift card fundraiser 
as well as selling pasta again this year.  The 
money raised will be to add shade to the 
playground which is much needed in the 
afternoon especially. 
 
 

DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE 
From the Board of 
Stewardship 
In response to the 
wildfire disaster in 
Maui, we collected 
$1,117. We will be 

adding $500 from the stewardship budget for 
a total of $1617. Thank you for your 
generosity! If you wish, you may also give 
directly to their wildfire relief on the lcms.org 
website.  
Morocco and Libya Assistance - The Board of 
Stewardship will be donating $500 from their 
budget to Lutheran World Relief to assist in 
their efforts as they respond to recent 
disasters in Morocco and Libya. If you wish to 
consider a personal donation to aid in this 
relief, visit LWR.org. 

https://www.lcms.org/givenow/wildfires
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/wildfires
https://give.lwr.org/page/123179/donate/1?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=cdr_online_23_evg_evergreen_br&ea.tracking.id=google&gad=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwgsqoBhBNEiwAwe5w05cTs5qA4vUv5cJRtixL-xAz4D_-fi4ub5MexMCzCNjyFDGg3XJdGhoCvCsQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


 
 

 
COOKIE WALK 2023 
From the Board of Fellowship 
 
It's almost that time 
Again...Get out your 
cookbooks, mark your 
calendars (SAT, DEC 16TH 
9am) the Cookie Walk will be here before we 
know it. Anyone willing to bake, please sign up 
on the Opportunities Board or the Welcome 
Counter.  
 
The proceeds of the Cookie Walk support the 
Fellowship events that are planned throughout 
the year and each year, we have been blessed 
with fabulous cookies and treats for the 
community to buy. We thank you for all you do 
to make this happen. 
 
 
Trinity New Lenox 
Craft & Vendor Fair 
Stop by Trinity 
Lutheran Church and 
see Michelle Hoag at 
their annual Craft & 
Vendor Fair, October 21, 
9 am – 3 pm. 40+ crafters and vendors including 
woodcrafts, jewelry, soap, knitted & crocheted 
items, candles, plus Mary Kay, Tupperware, 
Pampered Chef, and much more! Free 
admission! All proceeds support the church’s 
youth programs. Trinity is located at 508 N. 
Cedar Rd., New Lenox, three blocks north of the 
Metra station.  
 
RLOM Open Position 
Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries, Inc., 
located in East Dundee, IL, is seeking a Live-in 
Residential Manager for their new Maternity 
Home. If you are interested in this position, you 
can contact them at 407-790-9745 or by email 
at HR@rlom.org. 
 
 
Craft Day Away 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School in 
Bourbonnais invites you to a Craft Day Away of  
Scrapbooking – Sewing – Knitting – Crocheting 
On Saturday, October 14, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Fee $40.00--includes boxed lunch from Honey 
Baked Ham. Water and soft drinks will be 

provided. Please bring a snack to share. Porters 
will be available to help carry equipment into 
and out of the building. For more information or 
to register, contact Christie Rahn at  
815-932-0312 x1452 or 
crahn@stpaulslutheran.net 
St. Paul’s Eighth Grade Fund Raiser 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School 
1780 Career Center Road, Bourbonnais, IL 60914 
 
Grandparenting Summit October 21, 2023 
There are approximately 30 million Christian 
grandparents in the U.S. today.  Each one has the 
potential to encourage and influence their 
grandchildren to follow Christ.  Legacy Coalition 
was developed to help grandparents invest in 
the lives of their grandchildren.  On Saturday, 
October 21, 2023, from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 6201 Vollmer Road in 
Matteson, will be one of more than 125 host sites 
in the US and Canada for this video conference.  
We invite grandparents in the community to join 
us to soak up knowledge and inspiration from 
speakers including Larry Fowler, Tony Evans, 
Crawford Loritts, Mark Yarbrough, and many 
more.  Continental breakfast and lunch will be 
provided.  The summit is two days long, but St. 
Paul will host only the first day of it.  All 
attendees will have access to the speakers from 
both the first and second days to listen at their 
convenience online after the conference.  For 
more information and to register, go online to 
legacycoalition.com.  The cost is $59.  If you 
have questions or need help registering, contact 
the church at 708-720-0880. 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Mokena Fire District & Mokena Lions Club invite 
you to their Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, Oct. 1, 
7:30am – Noon at Wolf Road Firehouse #1, 
19853 S. Wolf Road.  FREE event – donations 
appreciated to help those in need in the 
community. 
VITAS  VOLUNTEERS 
VITAS Healthcare is seeking volunteers. There 
are hospice patients in your area that would 
benefit greatly from your companionship. We 
also have openings in our office. We are also 
looking for knitters, crocheters, and sewers for 
our comfort care hospice program. Donations of 
yarn, fleece, and material are also needed and 
welcome. Contact Joseph Calderone at 
Joseph.Calderone@VITAS.com or at 708-781-
4405.

mailto:Joseph.Calderone@VITAS.com


 

 

 
Birthdays 
1  Bob Fleckenstein 
3  Kim Horneij 
4  James Kruspe 
5  Leo Cleary 
6  Jonathan Eassa 
7  Ray Fleckenstein 
7  Timothy Knight 
7  Laura Stubbe 
9  Lyn Thorne 
10  Bill Allen 
12  Bill Pomykala 
13  Jimmy Bowlds 
14  Dave Ebert 
14  Susan Kruspe 
15  Emery Schwer 
16  Leslie Cosich 
19  Becky Burke 
20  Jolene Baker 
20  Kerry Gerken 
21  Lynn Gilmore 
21  Scarlett Pattenaude 
22  Sierra Perrin 
23  Karen Tatro 
23  Karen Vrshek 
24  Nasser Diab 
25  Ted Fenn 
25  Kelly Snedden 
27  Colin Schwer 
27  Christina Temple 
28  Kathy Cleary 
31  Lauren Maranto 

Anniversaries 
5  Cheryl & Dennis Thompson 49 years 
11  George & Deborah Tolsky 43 years 
12  Lance & Dee Dee Nilsen  32 years 
15  Bill & Doreen Pomykala 40 years 
16  Carol & John Golembiewski 47 years 
20  Bruce & Diane Braner  50 years 
26  Patrick & Amy Lydic  32 years 
30  John & Kim Horneij  30 years 
31  Donald & Gail Compagnoni 65 years 
 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a birthday 
or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day or it is in 
error, please contact the church office. 
 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

How to find the Live Streaming Worship 
Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

