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OUR NEW ORGANIST 
By Jerry Vrshek 
 
We welcome Nicholas (Nick) Forlenza as our new organist.  Nick is a 
graduate of Lincolnway East High School and will be a senior at 
VanderCook College of Music.  He is currently working with the Lincolnway 
Marching Band. 
 
Nick will start at Immanuel on Sunday, August 14.  We look forward to his 
musical talents that he will be sharing with us. 
 
While we welcome Nick, we also thank Randy Krause for filling in during 
our organist vacancy. 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
We will have a meeting for parents and students to talk about confirmation on August 
21 after church to share details about confirmation instruction here at Immanuel, to 
clarify the process and answer any questions you may have. The first module 
covering Baptism will then be held on four Wednesdays beginning with September 7, 
from 5:30 to 7 PM. Email the church office at office@immanuelmokena.org with 
questions or register on our website by clicking here. 
 

BIBLE STUDIES RESUME 
Men of the Word will resume Monday, August 15 at 7 p.m. at the Pavilion (or library in 
case of rain). 
Women of the Word will resume Monday, August 22 at 7 p.m. at church.  
We would love to have you join us at one of these studies! 

 
FAMILY PLAY DATE 
We are proud to announce our first ever Playdate. On Sunday, August 14th our church service will be 
outdoors at 9am. Immediately following, we will open the playground, lay out a bunch of outdoor toys 
and if you want, we can even play a baseball game. This is for the entire family, so bring the whole 
gang. Parents will be required to stay with their children. In the event of poor weather conditions, the 
event will be postponed to a later date. We will offer some light refreshments, so please rsvp  here if 
you are coming so we can be prepared.  
 
UPCOMING AND CONTINUING EVENTS 
Outdoor Services                                     August 14 & 21 weather permitting 
Family Play Date                                     August 14, 10:15 a.m.  
Men of the Word                                      August 15 
Confirmation Meeting                          August 21, 10:15 a.m. 
Women of the Word                               August 22 
First Day of Preschool                           August 29  

 

  

INTEGRATE 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
https://www.immanuelmokena.org/confirmation
mailto:gkcdirector@immanuelmokena.org


 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian 
family, and continuously reach out with love 

and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, with each other in 
contagious Christian community, and with 

our calling of servanthood in the world. 
 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
JUNE 
2022 

2022 
YTD 

2021 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 19,905 147,624 156,449 -8,825 -6 

Interest 23 109 1,114 -1,005 -90 

Facility 200 850 1,075 -225 -26 

Expense 29,557 169,172 159,830 9,342 6 

Balance -9,429 -20,589 -1,192 -19,397  

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $11,850 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the September Integrate are due by 
August 25 and will be on our website, emailed, and 
mailed after Sept. 1st. The Integrate Newsletter is 
also available online at immanuelmokena.org 
 

* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 
___________________________ 
Official Acts 
Baptism – July 24, 2022: 
Donald Roy Schwer, son of Donald & Laura Schwer 

 
Funeral – July 27, 2022: 
Leah Dudczyk (September 16, 2002 – July 13, 2022) 
___________________________ 

Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 

 

Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 5:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society               Ruth Society 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
God’s Kids Club (Sunday School) and Adult 

Bible Study  - Sundays at 10:15 am 
(September through May) 

 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Summer Reads 
 
What is the definition of a 
"summer read?" My 
understanding is that it is 

something akin to a literary snack. Something 
light, fun, enjoyable, and easy to read. Not 
something that demands a whole lot of 
attention or focus to be able to work through. 
Something to read at the beach, by the pool, 
outside a rustic cabin. A book that is the perfect 
companion to a vacation or even a short 
getaway. As summer starts to wind down, 
maybe you've had a chance to enjoy one or more 
of these narrative morsels. 
 
The Bible can be viewed as the exact opposite of 
a summer read. It is deep, rich, profound, and 
life-changing because it is God's own voice to 
us. However, reading Scripture doesn't always 
have to be mental and spiritual "work;" it can 
certainly be a deeply enjoyable experience. Aside 
from being the most profound piece of literature 
ever written coming from God's own heart, 
written down over many centuries by many 
authors, it is also beautiful, poetic, sometimes 
funny, and often ironic. But its intent is always 
to give us real life with the God who made us, 
loves us, and walks with us still. It is meant to be 
read thoughtfully and inwardly digested, but it 
is also meant to be enjoyed. 
Have you ever read the Bible all the way 
through? Some people will put themselves on a 
reading plan and feel the pressure to read it just 
to "check a box" so they can answer that 
question in the affirmative. And if you haven't 
taken the opportunity to read through this 
library of God's Word yourself, that question 
may involve the complex emotions of regret or 
guilt. God certainly desires us to hear His voice, 
both spoken and written. He wants to have THE 
say in our lives. Scripture is how He speaks to us. 
So reading the Bible from cover to cover should 
be the goal of every Christian at least once in a 
lifetime, but hearing from God through His 
Word is a practice that can and should be an 
everyday delight to the hearts of all people who 
know the God who wants the best for them. 
 
A quote from the longest chapter in the Bible, 
coming from the longest book, reads like this: 

"Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on 
my path" (Psalm 119:105, CSB). I've read that 
passage hundreds of times in my life. I've sung it 
dozens of times. But the thing that God brought 
to my attention recently is one of the many 
facets of its meaning. All of Scripture does reveal 
the magnificent nature of God in all the 
universe, and the profound reality of His plan 
for us to save us and buy us back from the 
slavery of sin, death, and the power of the 
devil...this is most certainly true. But His Word, 
His tender speech to you and me, is also 
designed to guide us on our individual path and 
walk with Him. The light of a lamp doesn't shine 
very far. In fact, many times it can only 
illuminate the next few steps in front of you. 
God rarely reveals all of His plan for His people. 
But He is steadfast and faithful in His 
commitment to provide enough light for the 
next step in your walk with Him. This is the 
purpose and function of Scripture in our lives. 
 
Over the next year or more, we will be taking a 
tour through the library of God's Word 
contained in the Bible, one book at a time. Some 
books can't possibly be distilled down into one 
message, so focusing in on a key event or insight 
will be our method. Other shorter books will 
require a little bit more nuance and context to 
even make sense of them for our lives in 21st-
century America. There are many important 
ways God uses His Word to speak into our lives. 
We can hear the Word spoken verbatim in 
church. We can learn from a sermon or other 
exposition of the Word. We can sit with a group 
of other Christians and discuss what we're 
hearing, like we do in Bible studies. My prayer is 
that you would seize this opportunity to read the 
books of the Bible on your own time, or come to 
Bible study and get a deeper, richer appreciation 
for what God is saying than might be expressed 
in a brief message. My hope for you is that as we 
walk through the pages of Scripture together, 
you would always hear the tender voice of God 
calling you to walk with Him, shedding a little 
bit more light on your next step, and 
empowering you by His Spirit to walk in faith.  
 
You may have noticed that I always sign off with 
one of my favorite quotes from the Pixar movie 
Up: "Adventure is out there!" It is equally true 
that adventure is IN there… in the pages of 
Scripture, ready to be discovered. It far outstrips 
the momentary lightness we might find in a so-



 
 

called summer read, but rather contains a 
profound joy that comes from discovering the 
riches of God's narrative, in which we play a 
crucial role in our present time. So like Saint 
Augustine heard so many years ago, my 
admission to you is, "Pick it up. Read it." 
Adventure is IN there, in the pages of God's 
Story. And when you know the heart of God it'll 
be easier for you to see that... 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
 
Thank you so very much for your prayers and 
support for Team Immanuel at the LCMS Youth 
Gathering in Houston. Take a look at the video of 
our report to the congregation here.  Also enjoy 
a few pictures from the gathering 
 
 

Team 
Immanuel  
- Pastor 
Aaron, 
Riley 
Saltzman, 
Leeann & 
Natalee 
Schellhas 
Outside the 
convention 
center 

 
 
Bible 
study – 
look how 
many 
people! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outside the 
convention 
center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RUTH SOCIETY MEETING 
Please mark your calendar for September 8 at 
7:30 p.m. for the next Ruth Society meeting. 
Ladies of the congregation – we are always open 
to new members and visitors. Why not stop by 
on September 8 and see what we do? We would 
love to welcome you! 
 
RUTH SOCIETY – CHEF 
NEEDED 
Ruth Society is hoping to bring 
the Beef dinner back in 
November. We are looking for 
a chef/cook with Department 
of Health accreditation. Please 
call Mary Oesterreich at 708-
479-7745.  
 

LWML NID 
CONVENTION 
The women of the 
LWML NID came 
through!!!! All 

mission grants voted to be funded in 2020- 
2022 have been paid!! We rejoice, celebrate, and 
thank God that our mite goal of $157,000 was 
attained – thank you Immanuel for your faithful 
mite offerings. 
 
Now, we look ahead to 2022-2024!!!! New 
grants will be selected at the LWML NID 
convention on September 23/24 at the Holiday 
Inn in Carol Stream. The cost of registration is 
now $125. In addition to selecting new mission 
grants, the convention will offer Bible Study, 
Servant Events, Election of Officers, A new 
Mission Goal, Meeting Mission Recipients, A 
Food Pantry Ingathering, Worship, Singing, 
Shopping, Fellowship, Food and Fun. 

https://youtu.be/w_gzGxCsiu4


 
 

Immanuel can be represented by two delegates. 
Consider attending for the weekend, or 
simply on Friday (no cost) or for the convention 
on Saturday. I have booked a room at the 
Holiday Inn – you are welcome to join me!!!! For 
further information regarding registration and 
the convention schedule, please contact Barb 
Belanski at 773.704.1416 
 
MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 
Paul & Ali Federwitz family 

 
Thank you for your support of our June/July 
Missionary of the Month family — Paul and Ali 
Federwitz and their children, who serve with 
Lutheran Bible  Translators. Although they were 
not able to visit Immanuel as originally planned, 
Pastor Aaron was able to have a video 
conversation with Paul, and you can find that 
video here or on our website under Serve/World. 
The family is going through a major transition 
— they served in Ghana for fifteen years and 
will now be serving in Ethiopia. While both 
countries are in Africa, they are 3,000 miles 
apart! 
 
If you have not yet contributed to our collection 
for the Federwitz family and would still like to, 
we will accept additional donations through 
Friday, August 5th. You may write checks 
payable to Immanuel Lutheran and note P/A 
Federwitz Ministry on the memo line and drop 
off at the church office. Online donations will 
also be accepted – visit our Electronic Giving 
page and choose World Missions (under Select 
Fund) to make a one-time donation. 
 
You can continue to follow and support the 
family by visiting their page on the Lutheran 
Bible Translator’s website. Please keep them in 
your prayers as they prepare for their move to 
Ethiopia in early August. 
 

 
JUMP ON THE BUS 
by the Board of 
Stewardship 
 
Thank you so 
much for your 
donations to 
MorningStar 
Mission’s Jump 
on the Bus 
program! We 
were able to take 
a carload of 
school supplies to 
MorningStar  to 
fill backpacks 
with everything a 
child needs for school.  
 
 
FROM 
MAETHA 
SMITH: 
A Big Thank 
You to my 
family at 
Immanuel Lutheran for all your prayers, calls, 
and cards during my recovery from shoulder 
surgery. I am doing well and hope to be back in 
church soon. God has truly blessed me in having 
such wonderful friends. 
 
Also, thank you to Pastor for his calls and his 
visit. It meant the world to me. 
 
God bless you all! 
Love, 
Maetha 
____________________________ 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKdoF280260
https://www.immanuelmokena.org/electronic-giving
https://www.immanuelmokena.org/electronic-giving


 
 

 
 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS 

By Tracy Miranda 
 
 
We will be starting school in about 5 weeks.  It 
feels like summer vacation just started.  I can’t 
wait to have the children back into school and 
the laughter to begin.  It gets so quiet down here. 
     The rooms will start getting ready and the 
teachers will be meeting.  Bring on the 2022-
2023 school year!  Our enrollment has been 
amazing and it keeps coming.  Right now we 
have 86 students enrolled and I think we might 
just hit the 90 mark.  Either way, it will be an 
awesome year filled with God’s love and 
blessings.   
     Please keep the staff,  the preschool, and our 
preschool families in your prayers as we all get 
ready for the school year to begin. 
 

 
AUGUST SERVICES 
 
Sat. August 6 – Indoors with communion 
Sun. August 7 – Indoors with communion 
 Both services with guest pastor 
 Rev. Dr. Allan Buss, president of the  
 Northern Illinois District 
 
Sat. August 13 – Indoors 
Sun. August 14 – Outdoors 
 
Sat. August 20 – Indoors with communion 
Sun. August 21 – Outdoors with communion 
 
Sat. August 27 – Indoors 
Sun. August 28 – Indoors 
 
 

LCMS UPDATE 
ON UKRAINE 
By God’s grace 
and your help, 
The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) has 
been able to meet 
both spiritual and 
physical needs of 
those in Ukraine 
and those fleeing that country. Here are a few 
examples of how your contributions are being 
put to work: 
 

• The LCMS has issued grants for 
humanitarian aid and refugee support in 
parts of Romania, Latvia, Germany, 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic.  

• The LCMS is providing transitional 
housing through subsidized rent at a 
residential complex in Romania — nearly 
$300,000 has been set aside to cover 
expenses for the next two years. The 
Synod is evaluating the possibility of 
purchasing a second residential complex 
in Romania for the same purpose. 

• An LCMS missionary is offering ESL 
(English as a Second Language) classes to 
help displaced Ukrainians in Brașov, 
Romania. The ability to understand and 
speak English, the "trade language" 
there, will help refugees find 
employment and acclimate to life in a 
new place. 

For more information, visit 
https://www.lcms.org/ukraine 
 
 
DO YOU KNOW A STUDENT ATTENDING 
SIUE (Southern Illinois University – 
Edwardsville)? 
 
LCMS-U Campus Ministry would like to reach 
out to students attending SIUE. They offer 
Sunday worship, weekly Bible studies, seasonal 
activities, movie marathons, bonfires, and more. 
Contact Pastor Jess Biermann at 
jbiermann@trinitylutheranministries.org for 
more information. 

https://www.lcms.org/ukraine
mailto:jbiermann@trinitylutheranministries.org


 

 

Birthdays 
1  Donna Bakken 
3  Carly Kruspe 
4  Eleanor Golden 
4  Mason Loucks 
5  Jake Dudczyk 
5  Kimmy Limanowski 
6  Jillian Spargo 
7  Sharon DeSanto 
7  Jill Gerken 
8  Julie Banser 
9  McKenna Malley 
9  Kimberly Nykrin 
10  Gretta Schellhas 
11  Lexie Wojno 
12  Joseph Banser 
13  Hannah Grebic 
14  Erik Strilich 
16  Joan Baker 
16  Leann Yunker 
17  Mikayla Hohl 
17  Kayci Klode 
17  Dan Knight 
18  Barbara Weidner 
19  Jessica Nilsen 
19  Stephen Thompson 
20  Easton Fearon 
20  Arianna Fleckenstein 
21  Sara McNally 
22  Cheryl Thompson 
23  Ron Hamning 
23  Jason McNally 
24  Leeann Schellhas 
24  Sawyer Thompson 
25  Susan Chiaro 
25  Joanne Teske 
26  Tammi Carlson 
26  Elizabeth Limanowski 
26  Ian Prosken 
26  Erich Sneideraitis 
27  Melissa McNally 

28  Brett Bartnik 
28  Shannon Hamning 
29  Jean Smith 
29  Linda Steinbrenner 
30  Betty Dortmann 
30  Mike Saltzman 
31  Marcia Prosken 
 
Anniversaries 
2  Ryan & Rachel Klode   9 years 
5  Becky & Rob Burke  11 years 
11  Leo & Kathy Cleary  15 years 
12  Jim & Theresa Bubeck  33 years 
21  Sid & Marie Victor  40 years 
30  Dave & Deb Ebert  36 years 
30  Noah & Tina Kruspe    8 years 
31  Bob & Maryanne Schultz 31 years 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a birthday 
or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day or it is in 
error, please contact the church office. 
 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

How to find the Live Streaming Worship 
Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted)  

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/


 

 


