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CHURCH BOARD OPENINGS 
By Nasser Diab 
Every two years Immanuel conducts elections to appoint members to board 
positions. The Nominating Committee is requesting your prayerful 
consideration to serving on a board. Terms are two years and participation 
is very rewarding, offering opportunities to meet and know fellow members 
of Immanuel while serving your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Immanuel has 
many opportunities for service. Currently, there are openings for 
congregation vice president, trustees (board that oversees maintenance of 
church building and grounds) and boards of Christian Education and Youth. 

As we prepare for the future of Immanuel there are opportunities to serve in other areas of the church 
such as congregational secretary, treasurer and elders. Your participation will make Immanuel a better 
witness to the community and place to worship and grow in your faith. Please contact any of the 
members of the Nominating Committee below with questions and/or express interest in serving. 
Nasser Diab 708-363-5705                         Barb Belanski 773-704-1416 
Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855                     Greg Flesch 636-448-3314 
 
REGISTER FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Family VBS will be Sunday, July 17 – Tuesday, July 19, 
6:00–7:15 p.m. We are inviting all families with 
children ages 3 to 4th grade to join us. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult. We will be meeting outside 
so please bring a blanket and some bug spray for your 
family. In the event of inclement weather, we will move into our gym but we are praying that God will 
give us good days to celebrate His Great Adventures. There is no cost for attending but we would like to 
ask you to help us by bringing an item or two for our Jump the Bus mission. Our congregation supports 
Morningstar Mission in Joliet each year by helping them collect much needed school supplies for those 
in need. To register, go to our website at www.immanuelmokena.org 

JUMP ON THE BUS 
by the Board of Stewardship 
MorningStar Mission in Joliet serves the community in many 
ways. Their annual Jump on the Bus program provides hundreds 
of children with every school supply they need – from pencils to 

tennis shoes. At Immanuel, we have supported this program for many years by collecting donations of 
supplies which are used to fill backpacks with everything a child needs for school. We will be collecting 
items until August 10. A lists of needed items is on page 6. 
 
UPCOMING AND CONTINUING EVENTS 
Outdoor Services                                     July 3 & 24 weather permitting 
Missionary of the Month                     July 1 – 31 – see page 5 for more details! 
Jump on the Bus donations                June 25 – August 10 
VBS                                                                July 17-19  

 

  

INTEGRATE 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/


 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian 
family, and continuously reach out with love 

and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, with each other in 
contagious Christian community, and with 

our calling of servanthood in the world. 
 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
MAY 
2022 

2022 
YTD 

2021 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 25,033 127,719 131,187 -3468 -3 

Interest 18 86 594 -508 -86 

Facility 50 650 775 -125 -19 

Expense 29,130 139,615 130,560 9,055 6 

Balance -4,029 -11,161 1,996 -13,157  

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $11,850 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the August Integrate are due by July 25 
and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed 
after August 1st. The Integrate Newsletter is also 
available online at immanuelmokena.org 
 

* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 
___________________________ 
Official Acts 

New Members by Profession of Faith –  
June 6, 2022  
 
Nancy Baker 
Karen Lowhorn 
Dorothy Mazanke 
 
See page 4 for pictures! 
___________________________ 

Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 

 

Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 5:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society               Ruth Society 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
God’s Kids Club (Sunday School) and Adult 

Bible Study  - Sundays at 10:15 am 
(September through May) 

 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

True Rest 
 
"Yes, my soul, find rest in 
God; my hope comes from 
Him. 

Truly He is my rock and my salvation; He is my 
fortress, I will not be shaken. 
My salvation and my honor depend on God; He 
is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out 
your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge" 
(Psalm 62:5-8, CSB). 
 
Vacation is good. Vacation can be relaxing. But 
vacation can also be a lot of work. Planning. 
Packing. Double-checking everything. Auto 
maintenance or purchasing airline tickets. The 
mad dash to the airport or the long hours in the 
car. Finding and paying for accommodations. 
Discovering delicious and unique options for 
food that won't break the vacation bankroll. And 
if all that wasn't enough, sometimes it's even 
work to find the right place to get comfortable, 
plop yourself down, and just BE. A patch of 
sand? A rock on a mountain vista? Feet dangling 
in the pool? Decisions, decisions. There is a 
reason that people who come back from 
vacation often quip, "now I need the vacation 
after 'the vacation!'" 
 
I think what everyone is actually looking for, in 
real life and also in "vacation mode," is true, 
satisfying, soul-restoring rest. What we seek is 
something that is truly not available to us in a 
sin-broken world. The rest we are able to 
achieve is, at its best, just a shadow of what God 
would have for us. We can search the world for 
ways to be relaxed and rejuvenated, but the only 
way we find satisfying rest is in the arms of God. 
Jesus often beckoned His disciples to come away 
with Him to a quiet place so that they could be 
bolstered and restored for the work ahead. The 
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is to draw us 
closer to the heart of the Father, who created us 
as human beings and wants us to stay human 
beings, not become human doings that find 
their identity in good works. He truly does want 
you to know the peace of having a place in His 
family... simply because He loves you. 
 

Our souls can only truly find rest in God. Our 
hope can only come from Him and His plan. If 
we want to be on solid ground, we will look for 
Him to be our Fortress that cannot be destroyed 
or shaken. Our salvation truly does depend on 
Jesus' loving sacrifice, and we can trust that His 
resurrection has given us an eternal refuge in 
God's house and family. 
 
Whether or not you are able to get out and find 
some enjoyment and temporary rest in a longer 
vacation this year or not, my prayer for you is 
that you would find rest for your soul and the 
only One who can give it to you: God. Blessings 
on your travels. May your homecomings be 
sweet. And may the (true but imperfect) rest you 
receive encourage you to long more passionately 
for the Day when you will be completely and 
totally HOME. 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 
 

 
 
 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 
 
The National Youth Gathering is finally here.  
Our Team has been preparing for months to 
travel to Houston and to fully engage in this 
experience.  Thank you for all the ways you've 
supported us along the way. 



 
 

You have the opportunity to experience one part 
of the Gathering from your home! 
Each evening of the NYG, you can participate by 
watching the Live Stream of the Mass Event.   
On the last day, you can tune in for Closing 
Worship in the morning.   
https://lcmsgathering.com/ 
 
8:30 pm Saturday, July 9  
8:30 pm Sunday, July 10 
8:30 pm Monday, July 11 
8:30 pm Tuesday, July 12 
10:00 am Wednesday, July 13 
 
Prayer Requests: 

• Safety and Health on our travel days~ 
Friday, July 8 and Wednesday, July 13 

• Energy for days that are programmed 
from 10 am-Midnight 

• Sunday, July 10 we get to participate in a 
Service Project for Lutheran Braille 
Workers 

• Eyes, ears, and hearts to see and hear and 
believe we have a God who truly is IN ALL 
THINGS 

 
 

 
 

 
Dorothy Mazanke 

 
Karen Lowhorn 
 
 

 
Nancy Baker 
 
 

 
Linda Havrilla and her son, Fred Eassa 
 
  

https://lcmsgathering.com/


 
 

RUTH SOCIETY – CHEF NEEDED 
 
Ruth Society is hoping to bring 
the Beef dinner back in 
November. We are looking for 
a chef/cook with Department 
of Health accreditation. Please 
call Mary Oesterreich at 708-
479-7745.  
 
 
NEW ALTAR FLOWER PROCEDURES 
Members may continue to sign up to provide 
altar flowers, but due to the increased cost of 
flowers and delivery, members will need to 
purchase their own arrangements or plants 
from a florist or store. Members will need to 
deliver those flowers to the church by noon on 
Fridays which can be left on the bench in the 
lobby. Call ahead to assure the church secretary 
is in the office to let you in at 708-479-5600 x 1. 
LWML NID 
CONVENTION 
Mark your 
calendars for 
September 23 &24 
for the LWML NID Convention in Carol Stream. 
Bible study leader and keynote speaker will be 
Deb Burma, Lutheran author of bestsellers “JOY: 
A Study of Philippians” and “Living A Chocolate 
Life”. Worship, mission projects, and electing 
new mite grant recipients will also be part of the 
convention. See Barb Belanski for more 
information. 
 
MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 
Paul & Ali Federwitz family 
 
Our Missionary of the Month for June and July is 
the Paul & Ali Federwitz family, missionaries 
with Lutheran Bible Translators. They had 
planned to visit Immanuel on Saturday, June 25, 
but, unfortunately, their family tested positive 

for Covid that morning! Pastor Aaron plans to 
record a Zoom interview with Paul — we will 
share the interview via email and on our website 
and social media accounts when it is available. 
 
Paul and Ali have been serving with LBT in 
Ghana since 2007. As an information technology 
consultant and trainer, Paul helped the Ghana 
Institute of Linguistics, Literacy, and Bible 
Translation develop the people and 
infrastructure needed to provide computer 
services for their organization and partners. 
Paul now serves as the Assistant Director for 
Program Ministries and Chief Information 
Officer for Lutheran Bible Translators. The 
Federwitz family is currently transitioning to 
Ethiopia where Paul will serve as the program 
director working with the Lutheran church to 
train pastors to do Bible Translation. 
 
Ali manages the home and is responsible for the 
home education of their children. She has a 
passion to help missionaries remain healthy in 
their various fields and roles. Using her gifts in 
this area, Ali serves as a Member Care 
Coordinator. She provides training, 
consultation, lay counseling, crisis response, 
and referral for LBT’s missionaries and staff 
helping them not just survive the stresses of 
cross-cultural ministry, but to thrive. 
 
Paul and Ali have three children: Hannah, Levi, 
and Eden, and the whole family will be spending 
some time in the U.S. as they transition from 
Ghana to Ethiopia.  
 
During the months of June and July, Immanuel 
members will have the opportunity to provide 
financial support for the Federwitz family’s 
ministry needs. Throughout the month, the 
stewardship free will offering box will be in the 
lobby. You may write checks payable to 
Immanuel Lutheran and note P/A Federwitz 
Ministry on the memo line. Online donations 
will also be accepted – go to 
immanuelmokena.org/electronic-giving and 
choose World Missions (under Select Fund) to 
make a one-time donation. 
 
We can also support them through our prayers. 
Pray for the family’s transition from Ghana to 
Ethiopia as well as for rest and renewal during 
their furlough time in the United States this 
summer. 



 
 

JUMP ON THE BUS 
by the Board of Stewardship 
 
MorningStar Mission in Joliet serves the 
community in many ways. Even though school 
has just finished, they are already preparing for 
the next school year. Their annual Jump on the 
Bus program provides hundreds of children with 
every school supply they need – from pencils to 
tennis shoes.  
 
At Immanuel, we have supported this program 
for many years by collecting donations of 
supplies which are used to fill backpacks with 
everything a child needs for school.  
 
Below are items we will be collecting – the first 
category lists those items often in short supply, 
please consider focusing on these, if possible. 
 
Most needed: 

• USB flash drives 
• TI scientific calculators 
• Headphones 
• Binders – 1 inch 
• Pencil/supply pouches 

 
Other items: 

• #2 pencils 
• Pens – blue, black, red 
• Markers 
• Highlighters 
• Colored Pencils 
• 12-inch ruler – inches and mm 
• Spiral notebooks – single subject 

 
We will be collecting these items from 6/25 
through 7/10 – look for the donation bins in the 
lobby. Thank you for helping to provide for 
these children! 
 

Women of the Word and Men of 
the Word 
 
We will not be meeting in the 
summer and will resume in 
August. 

____________________________ 

 
 

 
 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS 

By Tracy Miranda 
 
Hard to believe that we have been out of school 
for a month.  It feels like the school year just 
ended.   
     We are busy getting ready for the 2022-2023 
school year.  Our enrollment is going amazing 
for the school year.  We have opened an 
afternoon class that is close to becoming two 
classes and we only have spots available in our 
T/Th am class as well as Rockin’ Two’s for a 
total of 8 spots.   
     Many great things happening downstairs in 
the preschool.  We have purchased new play 
kitchen sets for each classroom.  The preschool 
children sent St. Paul’s Beecher $580.00 from 
their offerings that we collected at chapel 
weekly and grandparent’s day.  Can’t wait for 
the school year to get started.  August here we 
come!! 

 
JULY SERVICES 
 
Sat. July 2 – Indoors with communion 
Sun. July 3 – Outdoors with communion 
 
Sat. July 9 – Indoors 
Sun. July 10 – Indoors 
 
Sat. July 16 – Indoors with communion 
Sun. July 17 – Indoors with communion 
 
Sat. July 23 – Indoors 
Sun. July 24 – Outdoors 
 
Sat. July 30 – Indoors with communion 
Sun. July 31 – Indoors with communion 
 
 



 
 

SANCTUARY UPDATES 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
updating of the church sanctuary. New painting 
and new carpeting have refreshed our place of 
worship! 
 

 
BEFORE 
 

 
AFTER 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS STUDENTS 
Do you know a student attending the University 
of Illinois this fall? Connect them with the LCMS 
University Lutheran Church in Champaign 
which is right across the street from campus! 
They are there to serve the students, faculty, 
staff, and others in the community with the 
gracious mercy of Christ Jesus. You can contact 
Pastor Michael Schuermann at (cell) 217-299-
2353 or (email) pastor@uniluchampaign.org. 
You can also visit their website at 
uniluchampaign.org 
 

LCMS CONVENTION 2023 
Ever wonder what happens at the LCMS 
Convention every three years? There is a new 
webpage lcms.org/convention that shares 
information on the timeline before and during 
the convention, the congregational role in the 
convention, past conventions, and current 
developments. Feel free to check it out now and 
during the convention in 2023. 
 

 
COULD YOU HELP US IN ONE OF THESE 
AREAS? 
 
1. Developing the Proclaim presentations for 
church services - Without extra help we are in 
danger of not having the Church Service on the 
monitors every service. Can you give a few hours 
per month to help keep this part of our worship 
service? Talk with Tammi Carlson (815) 919-
7151 or leave your name and number with the 
church office. 
2. Running Livestream 
Livestream is the media we use to send our 
Church Services out to people who are not able 
to attend church in person After a couple of 
practice sessions you will be an “Old Pro” 
running the Livestream. If we can do it, anybody 
can. Please contact Jerry Vrshek (815) 469-
5059, Sarah Bechtel (847) 712-8649, or Jim 
Bowlds (708) 578-9094. 
3. Outdoor Worship Setup 
We start at 8:00 Sunday mornings. With help, it 
takes about 30 minutes to take the audio 
equipment out and set it up. We also put the 
equipment away after the service. If you can 
help, please contact Jerry Vrshek (815) 469 – 
5059. 
 
 
  

mailto:pastor@uniluchampaign.org
uniluchampaign.org
lcms.org/convention


 

 

Birthdays 
2  Sid Victor 
3  Maetha Smith 
6  Jim Braner 
6  Kylie Koehler 
7  Michael Dudczyk 
7  Andy Lopez 
8  Beth Loucks 
8  Mike Navratil 
9  Ryan Banser 
9  Kalie Bartnik 
9  Riley Saltzman 
10  Nina Heidkamp 
10  Zane Zellers 
11  Raegan Burke 
11  Audrey Stimatz 
11  Jessica Thorne 
13  Carson Fleckenstein 
14  Alyssa Bell 
14  Jordan Horneij 
15  Keith Karpola 
15  Jason Nagy 
16  Chelsea Chiaro 
17  James Nagy 
18  Zackery Hayes 
19  Cody Fenn 
19  Jill Smith 
20  Jake Hostert 
20  Colleen Maranto 
21  Nancy Baker 
21  Peyton Burke 
21  Sunny Thompson 
22  Dakota Perrin 
22  Jarred Schellhas 
23  Delynn Flannery 
23  Bob Schultz 
25  Jacob Kruspe 
25  Colin Nass 
26  Tyler Maranto 
27  Daniel James Foiles 
28  Zachary Bubeck 
28  Naomi Nagy 

28  Kathy Temple 
29  Gary Smith 
30  Sarah Bechtel 
 
Anniversaries 
3  Don & Gayle Snedden  51 years 
4  Paul & Wanda Dillberg  28 years 
8  Ray & Doris Fleckenstein 33 years 
17  Art & Eileen Hostert  51 years 
20  Amy & Benny Greenspan 31 years 
20  Bruce & Barb Malm  37 years 
23  Donald & Linda Jeffrey  34 years 
27  Brittany & Nick Pattenaude   9 years 
29  Keith & Colleen Maranto 33 years 
30  Greg & Marsha Flesch  34 years 
30  Stephen & Kim Thompson 17 years 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a birthday 
or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day or it is in 
error, please contact the church office. 
 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

How to find the Live Streaming Worship 
Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted) 

 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

