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CHURCH PICNIC 
By Lyn Thorne 
The church picnic is Sunday, June 5TH, following the outdoor 
service. The Board of Fellowship will be providing a TACO 
TRUCK AND GAMES AND FUN FOR ALL. ICE CREAM will be 
provided by the youth as a thank you for the congregation’s 
support toward their trip to the Youth Gathering. All you 
need to bring is a dish to pass & your own beverages.( I 
know we have always assigned sides and desserts by the 
letter your last name starts with, but let's live a little and let 
you decide what favorite you want to bring.)  

 
OUR ORGANIST TO RETIRE 
Dale Disabato, our long-time organist, has announced his retirement. 
His last day of being our regular organist will be Sunday, June 26 and 
we will have an informal reception for him after the service. We will 
miss his musical talents.  
 
Dale and Kathy will soon be moving to be near their children. Dale and 
Kathy, we wish you the very best!! 
 

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 
By Sarah Bechtel 

The board of stewardship is excited to bring back the Missionary of the Month 
program which was started in 2021. We will focus on the Paul & Ali Federwitz 
family, missionaries with Lutheran Bible Translators, for the months of June and 
July. We are fortunate that Paul will have the opportunity to visit Immanuel on 
Saturday, June 25th. He will share some information about their work during the 
Saturday service, and we are planning a pizza party following the service so you 
can meet him and learn more! For more information about the Federwitz family, 
see page 5! 

 
UPCOMING AND CONTINUING EVENTS 
Church Picnic                                            June 5 
Outdoor Services                                     June 5 & 19 weather permitting 
Missionary Paul Federwitz visit       June 25 
Dale Disabato Reception                      June 26 
Missionary of the Month                     June & July 
Jump on the Bus donations                June 25 – August 10 – See page 6 for more information 
VBS                                                                July 17-19 – See page 5 for more information 

 

  

INTEGRATE 



 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian 
family, and continuously reach out with love 

and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, with each other in 
contagious Christian community, and with 

our calling of servanthood in the world. 
 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
APR 
2022 

2022 
YTD 

2021 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 24,754 102,686 107,790 -5,104 -5 

Interest 16 68 577 -509 -88 

Facility 100 600 450 150 25 

Expense 27,780 110,485 106,618 3,867 4 

Balance -3,628 -7,132 2,199 -9,298  

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $11,850 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the July Integrate are due by June 27 
and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed 
after July 1st. The Integrate Newsletter is also 
available online at immanuelmokena.org 
 

* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 
___________________________ 
Official Acts 
Baptism – May 1, 2022  
Sydney Grace Pattenaude, daughter of Nick & 
Brittany Pattenaude 

 
___________________________ 

Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 

 

Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 5:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society               Ruth Society 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
God’s Kids Club (Sunday School) and Adult 

Bible Study  - Sundays at 10:15 am 
(September through May) 

 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Taking a Break 
 
Solomon in all of his wisdom, 
opportunity, and power, 
wrote this admonition to 

those coming after him who would seek 
knowledge: "But beyond these [wise teachings], 
my son, be warned: there is no end to the 
making of many books, and much study wearies 
the body" (Ecclesiastes 12:12, CSB). As someone 
who does quite a bit of studying, researching, 
and thinking, I very much resonate with this 
sentiment. The study of God's Word and paying 
attention to the world around us are both noble, 
vital tasks to being the people God made us to 
be, no doubt. But it's also exhausting. 
 
Enter summer. 
 
It's a time to do a lot of "RE's." RElax. REcreate. 
REstore. REvitalize. REnew. We all need 
moments or even extended seasons for this 
God-honoring activity...and often we must 
intentionally mark off the time and space for it. 
Working from a place of rest is good, while the 
other way around drains our life and sometimes 
our humanity. 
 
Jesus needed time away. If we're following in 
His footsteps, we should take time away, too. So 
in the interest of actively following His pattern, 
I'm keeping my article short this month, 
especially as I prepare to head off on a vacation 
with my family. Instead of more of my words 
and musings, here's a part of Jesus' story: 
 
"Very early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, [Jesus] got up, went out, and made His way 
to a deserted place; and there He was praying. 
Simon and his companions searched for Him, 
and when they found Him they said, 'Everyone 
is looking for You.' And He said to them, 'Let’s 
go on to the neighboring villages so that I may 
preach there too. This is why I have come.'" 
(Mark 1:35-39, CSB).  
 
Notice how Jesus doesn't apologize for not being 
available to those who sought Him. He was 
spending time away with His Father, and being 
purposely "unavailable" for a specified time can 
be empowering and life-giving. 

 
I am very grateful to everyone in my Immanuel 
family who actively support my well-being and 
the health of my family. We pray that you also 
have time for relaxation and renewal during this 
summer, as we seek these things for ourselves. I 
am confident that when your aim is to get away, 
or even specifically because you're getting away 
from your normal patterns for a while, you'll 
discover the Kingdom wherever you go, 
because... 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 
 

 
 
 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 
 
National Youth Gathering Info 
The funds have been raised, our bags will soon 
be packed, and our time at the Gathering will 
begin in a few short weeks!  Thank you again for 
your generous financial support during our 
many fundraisers. 
 
Please continue to pray for our Immanuel Team 
as we prepare for this experience. 

+ Pray for our hearts and minds to be open 
and ready to receive the teachings about 
our God who is In All Things. 



 
 

+ Pray for safety and health during our 
travels. 

+ Pray God does immeasurably more than 
all we could ask or imagine (Eph. 3:20-
21) 

 
In July's Integrate, I'll share some specific ways 
you can follow along with our journey at the 
NYG. 

 
60 plants were potted and purchased during our 
Intentional Acts of Kindness fundraiser May 
14/15. 

 

A Note from 
Chris 
Kloppmann: 
 
A Big Thank You 
for the calls, prayers, cards, and those who 
attended my mother’s memorial service.  
 
With my love, 
From Chris Kloppmann 
 
 

IMMANUEL NEEDS YOUR HELP IN THESE 
THREE AREAS: 
 
1. Developing the Proclaim presentations for 
church services - We currently have four ladies 
writing the services that are projected on our 

monitors in the sanctuary. They use a program 
called “Proclaim” that we use on Saturday and 
Sunday Services. We need two, three or more 
people to help produce this work. It is helpful if 
you have computer skills where you have used 
Power Point, this program is similar and (I’ve 
been told) easier to use. The plan is to have 
enough people doing this work so that each 
person takes one or two Saturday or Sunday 
worship services per month. This plan will ease 
the stress and time donated by the current 
individuals. Without extra help we are in danger 
of not having the Church Service on the 
monitors every service. Can you give a few hours 
per month to help keep this part of our worship 
service? If you want to give it a try or have some 
questions please talk with Tammi Carlson (815) 
919-7151 or leave your name and number with 
the church office. 
2. Running Livestream 
Livestream is the media we use to send our 
Church Services out to people who are not able 
to attend church in person. Again, we need your 
help with this part of our church services. We 
currently have four or five people who run this 
program either on Saturday or Sunday. The 
camera in church is controlled by an app on your 
phone and the two control switches on the 
control panel in the back of church. After a 
couple of practice sessions you will be an “Old 
Pro” running the Livestream. If we can do it, 
anybody can. If you can help us please contact 
Jerry Vrshek (815) 469-5059, Sarah Bechtel 
(847) 712-8649, or Jim Bowlds (708) 578-9094. 
3. Outdoor Worship Setup 
Our outdoor worship services start on Sunday, 
June 5. There will be two outdoor worship 
services (weather permitting) each month in 
June, July, August, and September. We start at 
8:00 Sunday mornings. With help, it takes about 
30 minutes to take the audio equipment out and 
set it up. This includes tables, keyboard, 
speakers, stands, mixer, and chords. We also put 
the equipment away after the service. Many 
hands make light work. If you can help, please 
contact Jerry Vrshek (815) 469 – 5059. 
 
RUTH SOCIETY 
Ruth Society will meet on Thursday, June 2 at 
7:00 p.m. We are now meeting in the Hub 
(Overflow Room). This is the last meeting until 
September. 
 



 
 

NEW ALTAR FLOWER PROCEDURES 
Members may continue to sign up to provide 
altar flowers, but due to the increased cost of 
flowers and delivery, members will need to 
purchase their own arrangements or plants 
from a florist or store. Members will need to 
deliver those flowers to the church by noon on 
Fridays which can be left on the bench in the 
lobby. Call ahead to assure the church secretary 
is in the office to let you in at 708-479-5600 x 1. 

Family VBS will be Sunday, July 17 – Tuesday, 
July 19, 6:00–7:15 p.m. We are inviting all 
families with children ages 3 to 4th grade to join 
us. All children must be accompanied by an 
adult.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you and your 
family this year. We will be meeting outside so 
please bring a blanket and some bug spray for 
your family. In the event of inclement weather, 
we will move into our gym but we are praying 
that God will give us good days to celebrate His 
Great Adventures.  
 
There is no cost for attending but we would like 
to ask you to help us by bringing an item or two 
for our Jump the Bus mission. Our congregation 
supports Morningstar Mission in Joliet each 
year by helping them collect much needed 
school supplies for those in need.  
 
To register, go to our website at 
www.immanuelmokena.org 

ORGANIST NEEDED 
We are seeking a qualified candidate for the 
position of church organist. For qualifications, 
responsibilities, and contact information, please 
contact Jerry Vrshek or visit our website at 
www.immanuelmokena.org. 
 

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH 
Paul & Ali Federwitz family 
 
The board of stewardship is excited to bring 
back the Missionary of the Month program 
which was started in 2021. We will focus on the 
Paul & Ali Federwitz family, missionaries with 
Lutheran Bible Translators, for the months of 
June and July. 

 

Paul and Ali have been serving with LBT in 
Ghana since 2007. As an information technology 
consultant and trainer, Paul helped the Ghana 
Institute of Linguistics, Literacy, and Bible 
Translation develop the people and 
infrastructure needed to provide computer 
services for their organization and partners. 
Paul now serves as the Assistant Director for 
Program Ministries and Chief Information 
Officer for Lutheran Bible Translators. The 
Federwitz family is currently transitioning to 
Ethiopia where Paul will serve as the program 
director working with the Lutheran church to 
train pastors to do Bible Translation. 
 
Ali manages the home and is responsible for the 
home education of their children. She has a 
passion to help missionaries remain healthy in 
their various fields and roles. Using her gifts in 
this area, Ali serves as a Member Care 
Coordinator. She provides training, 
consultation, lay counseling, crisis response, 
and referral for LBT’s missionaries and staff 
helping them not just survive the stresses of 
cross-cultural ministry, but to thrive. 
 
Paul and Ali have three children: Hannah, Levi, 
and Eden. 
 
They will be spending some time in the U.S. as 
they transition from Ghana to Ethiopia. We are 
fortunate that Paul will have the opportunity to 
visit Immanuel on Saturday, June 25th. He will 
share some information about their work during 
the Saturday service, and we are planning a 

www.immanuelmokena.org
www.immanuelmokena.org


 
 

pizza party following the service so you can 
meet him and learn more! 
 
During the months of June and July, Immanuel 
members will have the opportunity to provide 
financial support for the Federwitz family’s 
ministry needs. Throughout both months, the 
stewardship free will offering box will be in the 
lobby. You may write checks payable to 
Immanuel Lutheran and note P/A Federwitz 
Ministry on the memo line. Online donations 
will also be accepted – go to 
immanuelmokena.org/electronic-giving and 
choose World Missions (under Select Fund) to 
make a one-time donation.We can also support 
them through our prayers. Pray for the family’s 
transition from Ghana to Ethiopia as well as for 
rest and renewal during their furlough time in 
the United States this summer.   

 
Jump on the Bus 
by the Board of Stewardship 
 
MorningStar Mission in Joliet serves the 
community in many ways. Even though school 
has just finished, they are already preparing for 
the next school year. Their annual Jump on the 
Bus program provides hundreds of children with 
every school supply they need – from pencils to 
tennis shoes.  
 
At Immanuel, we have supported this program 
for many years by collecting donations of 
supplies which are used to fill backpacks with 
everything a child needs for school.  
 
Below are items we will be collecting – the first 
category lists those items often in short supply, 
please consider focusing on these, if possible. 
 
Most needed: 

• USB flash drives 
• TI scientific calculators 
• Headphones 
• Binders – 1 inch 
• Pencil/supply pouches 

 

Other items: 
• #2 pencils 
• Pens – blue, black, red 
• Markers 
• Highlighters 
• Colored Pencils 
• 12-inch ruler – inches and mm 
• Spiral notebooks – single subject 

 
We will be collecting these items from 6/25 
through 7/10 – look for the donation bins in the 
lobby. Thank you for helping to provide for 
these children! 
 

Women of the Word and Men of 
the Word 
 
We will not be meeting in the 
summer and will resume in 
August. 

____________________________ 
 
 

 
 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS 

By Tracy Miranda 
 

Can you believe that we have completed an 
entire school year?  We made it and it was the 
best!  We ended with our closing services and 
said good-bye to several friends.  We look 
forward to the next school year and our new 
friends.   

The next step is closing down and preparing for 
the 2022-2023 school year.  The preschool has 
some new furniture coming so watch for 
pictures.   

Thank you to everyone that purchased plants 
from our plant sale.  Hope that you are enjoying 
them.   

Thank you for your support and prayers. 
 
  



 
 

A SPRING TEA TO REMEMBER……… 
The Immanuel ladies outdid themselves – their 
goal was to collect and fill 80 purses with 
toiletries for the Crisis Center of South Suburbia.  
Hold onto your hats – as they actually collected 
over 150 purses and filled to the brim a total of 
101 purses!! 

On a beautiful spring Sunday afternoon, 42 
women attended the Tea – pretty pink 
tablecloths with flowered teapot centerpieces 
greeted them as they entered the narthex.  They 
were then ushered into the sanctuary to hear a 
presentation from Lorri Nagle, Director of 
Development at the Crisis Center.  Lorri 
educated the guests with facts and data about 
domestic violence and shared the many 
programs offered by the Center. 

 
After the presentation, a luncheon of tiny 
sandwiches was prepared, along with a fruit cup, 
cookies and of course, TEA!!  Each woman 
brought their own teacup to brew their own 
favorite blend of tea!! 
 
Next came the fun part of the afternoon – the 
women then filled their donated purses with at 
least 25 different kinds of toiletries – the purses 
were bulging.  Altogether, 58 purses were filled 

at the Spring Tea.  
Added to that 
amount were 43 
purses filled by 
God’s Kids Club, 
for a total of 101 
purses.   

The unfilled 
leftover purses 
were donated to 
Neat Repeats, a 
resale shop 
supporting the 
Crisis Center. 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
attended, 
supported and 
helped with the 
SPRING TEA – 
it was a 
smashing 
tribute to 
celebrate 
the 80th  
anniversary of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League!!  
 

 



 

 

Birthdays 
1  Jan Hamning 
2  Bruce Braner 
2  Lisa Malley 
3  Jacob Flesch 
3  Candi Hutson 
4  Violet Tolsky 
5  Zoey Zellers 
7  Jess Strilich 
8  Tayler Joritz 
8  Rita Nykrin 
9  Bryton Bubeck 
9  Carol Golembiewski 
9  Rebecca Lipscomb 
10  Kailey Bell 
10  Isla Berger 
10  Reese Berger 
10  Deb Ebert 
10  Tina Kruspe 
10  Tricia Roberts 
12  Greg Flesch 
12  Remy Szwed 
12  Ava Zawora 
13  Isaac Kruspe 
13  Noah Kruspe 
13  Janice Nass 
14  Shane Bell 
15  Harper Ryan 
16  Elliot Beechy 
16  Doug Hutson 
16  Willow Lovig 
18  Tyler Obis 
18  Jake Temple 
19  Don Murawski 
20  Randy Berger 
20  Tim Miranda 
22  Annabelle Nutley 
22  Doreen Pomykala 
24  Carole Ellis 
24  Shelby Zagorski 
25  Britt Hall 
25  Camden Stermin 
26  Diane Braner 
26  Brittany Pattenaude 
27  Phyllis Karpola 
28  Gary Bogard 
29  Hazel May Fargo 

29  Scott Golembiewski 
29  Mason Ponzi 
30  Tyler Bell 
30  Cheryl Edwards 
Anniversaries 
3  Ted & Laurie Fuka   32 years 
4  Zach & Kelly Zellers  12 years 
5  Herbert & Joanne Teske  67 years 
7  Barry & Shirley Schulz  55 years 
7  Laura & Steven Stubbe  25 years 
13  Sandy & Glenn Zagorski  35 years 
14  Bruce & Sarah Bechtel  36 years 
14  Donald & Laura Schwer  14 years 
18  Todd & Tammi Carlson  39 years 
18  Harold & Mary Oesterreich 56 years 
19  Paul & Christina Somerville      7 years 
19  Karen & Ed Tatro   23 years 
24  Tim & Tracy Miranda  27 years 
25  Dana & William Tiffin       6 years 
28  Aaron & Leeann Schellhas 19 years 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a birthday 
or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day or it is in 
error, please contact the church office. 
 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

How to find the Live Streaming Worship 
Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted) 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

