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GODCONNECTS – ADULT INSTRUCTION  
  
GodConnects is an adult instruction course in Christianity for those 
desiring to become members of our church or simply curious about 
what we believe.  It will be taught on Wednesdays, May 11, 18, and 23 at 
7 p.m. 
Click here to register! 

IMMANUEL’S SPRING TEA 
WHEN: Sunday, May 22, 2022 – 1:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Immanuel – Beginning in the Sanctuary and 
                   proceeding to Heritage Hall 
WHY: To celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Lutheran 
             Women’s Missionary League (LWML) 
WHO: Invitation extended to “girls” of all ages 
WHAT: Information: Learn how the Crisis Center in Tinley Park provides services to individuals 
                                            who are victims of domestic violence 
                Fellowship:    Luncheon & Tea (bring your own tea cup)   
                Service:            Fill 80 purses with toiletries for Tinley Park’s Crisis Center 
Donate a new or gently used purse    
RSVP your attendance by clicking here. Last date to register – May 16th 
Sponsored by:  Board of Fellowship / Ruth Society / Thrivent 
 
                                            TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME! 

The Board of Fellowship is inviting everyone to a night out at the Windy 
City Thunderbolts in Crestwood: 
Saturday, June 18 6:05 PM Beatles Night (4:15 PM pregame 
entertainment) 
Saturday, August 13 6:05 PM Elvis Night (4:15 PM pregame 
entertainment)  
Lower level tickets are $7.00 Tickets can be purchased in advance but 
must be ordered by June 1st.  
Make checks out to Immanuel Lutheran Church. Please note the game 
and number of tickets. 

 
UPCOMING AND CONTINUING EVENTS 
Preschool Plant Sale Pick-up      May 10 - - See page 6 for more details 
NYG May Fundraiser                       May 14/15 - - See page 4 for more details 
Church Picnic                                     June 5  --  See page 6 for more details 
VBS                                                         July 17-19 
 

 

  

INTEGRATE 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w10ukskd0b3lrlb/
https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w1btbvmw1etu8pm/


 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian 
family, and continuously reach out with love 

and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, with each other in 
contagious Christian community, and with 

our calling of servanthood in the world. 
 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
MAR 
2022 

2022 
YTD 

2021 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 24,214 77,932 84,016 -6,084 -7 

Interest 18 52 559 -507 -91 

Facility 0 500 450 50 10 

Expense 27,780 81,987 53,508 2,756 3 

Balance -3,548 -3,503 5,795 -9,298  

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $10,350 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the June Integrate are due by May 25 
and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed 
after June 1st. The Integrate Newsletter is also 
available online at immanuelmokena.org 
 

* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 
___________________________ 
Official Acts 
Confirmation – April 10, 2022 
Kylie Koehler 

 
___________________________ 

Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
 
Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 5:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society               Ruth Society 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
God’s Kids Club (Sunday School) and Adult 

Bible Study  - Sundays at 10:15 am 
(September through May) 

 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Freedom in the Truth 
 
Have you ever had a moment 
when you started to doubt 

something that you had been told multiple 
times, had previously believed to be 
absolutely true, but had become nearly 
impossible to reconcile with your current 
circumstances? As someone who puts a lot of 
stock in intellect and enjoys deep thinking and 
thought experiments, I am perpetually 
amazed by two opposing ideas that often 
come crashing into one another: first, the 
ability of the human mind to grasp and even 
start to understand the world and 
environment in which God has placed us, and 
second, our failure, often at critical junctures, 
to remember and act upon the things that we 
hold close and know to be true. 
 
Truth is a beautiful thing. Truth is a life-
giving thing. Truth is foundational to our 
relationship with God, with one another. 
Truth is crucial to our very existence. God has 
spoken Truth into our world, and we 
participate in it. He spoke it in the Old 
Testament through the prophets, and He 
brought it into existence through Jesus. The 
truth is manifold in our world. Why then do 
we have such a difficult time remembering the 
truth? Why is it so easy to believe lies about 
God and about ourselves? Conversely, why is it 
often so difficult to believe the truth? 
 
On the first Easter, we have several accounts 
of the actions of the disciples of Jesus, both 
male and female. In Luke 24, we hear of the 
women's desire to honor Jesus by giving Him 
a proper burial, but when they bring back 
news of an empty tomb and angelic 
messengers proclaiming Jesus' resurrection, 
the disciples refuse to believe, perceiving 
these reports as nonsense (vs. 11). How could 
they have missed this point when Jesus 
expressly communicated to them that He 
would die and rise (Matthew 16:21)? It boggles 
the mind that none of them would have been 
drawn back to the truth that Jesus stated so 
clearly. 

As the saying goes, "truth is often stranger 
than fiction," but sometimes the truth also 
feels almost too good to be true. But that's the 
absolutely remarkable, singular thing about 
Jesus' story. It. Is. True. Period. "Christ is 
risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!" This is 
our motto and banner as God's people, who 
die with Christ and rise with Him. It's a truth 
so big and beautiful that it can't be 
comprehended by the human mind, but it's 
only apprehended in the purest, fondest 
desires of the human heart. We desire life to 
the fullest, and while we may not understand 
what that is or be able to see what it looks like, 
God promises to provide the purest fulfillment 
of that exact desire to those who trust Him. 
This is the message of Easter and the truth 
upon which we stand. 
 
Why then is it so difficult for us to believe the 
truth? It's part of our sinful human condition, 
and it reeks havoc in our lives. It happens in 
scripture and it happens in real life, and 
everything in between. The fateful words of 
Darth Vader to Luke Skywalker in The Empire 
Strikes Back, "I am your father," are quickly 
followed up with Luke's repudiation, "No, no, 
that's not true. That's impossible!" An 
accounting error on the part of our hospital's 
billing department is clear to us, so we're 
quick to say, "That can't be right...would you 
look into that for me?" Or Pilate, when 
confronted with Jesus' declaration that all 
who follow Him will be people of the truth, 
questions it himself: "What is truth?" (John 
18:37-38). Even when it's so delightfully real, 
like the other disciples sharing the joyful news 
of their Savior's resurrection and appearance 
to Thomas, the truth is often hard to believe. 
 
Likewise, lies can often be easy to believe. Paul 
summarizes this shift from truth to lies and 
idolatry that leads to depravity in Romans 1: 
"They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 
and worshiped and served what has been 
created instead of the Creator, who is praised 
forever. Amen" (vs.25). Our own experiences 
are often confirmed by the characters we see 
in the Bible struggling with lies they must 
confront, and how God firmly, lovingly brings 
them back to the truth and reality. Jonah 



 
 

believes that he can run away from God, and is 
confronted by the great fish. Moses believes 
that God couldn't possibly work through his 
feeble mouth, and yet God uses him 
powerfully to deliver the law and instructions 
for living to His people. David believes that he 
can get away with adultery and murder, and is 
confronted by the truth in the person of 
Nathan, who also delivers God's forgiveness 
when David repents. The woman at the well, 
who believes she will never have healthy 
relationships with the people in her town, is 
confronted by the gracious presence and 
friendship of Jesus. 
 
The world is full of what is often called "fake 
news." None of us would want to be played for 
a fool, to believe outright lies. And yet, not all 
of the most devastating lies are writ large in 
our society. Some of them dwell in the hidden 
places of our hearts. Places we dare not go. 
Ideas we dare not address, lest they prove to 
be true. Lies that plague us, hurt us, confound 
us, and drag us down. What would happen if 
we allowed those dark lies to see the light of 
day? To be exposed to the Light of the World. 
As Jesus said to those who were starting to 
believe but were still held captive by their sin, 
“If you continue in my word, you really are 
my disciples. You will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32, CSB). 
 
Truth cuts both ways. It wounds and destroys 
those who deny it. But it also cuts the bonds of 
those enslaved by lies. I want to have 
conversations with people about the lies 
they've believed, because chances are, I've 
believed them, too, at some point in my life. 
It's not a comfortable thing to engage with 
these difficult issues, but I believe it is at the 
heart of what we are called to be and do as a 
community of God's people. I also believe that 
it will be a profound liberating experience to 
address the pernicious lies we've believed, and 
find freedom on the other side in Jesus' truth. 
It'll be a journey of the heart, but I hope we'll 
all find joy in the truth that... 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 
 
April Showers Bring May Flowers! 
 
Immanuel Family- thank you.  Thank you for 
your support of the many fundraisers we have 
done in the last few months to raise the funds 
needed for the National Youth Gathering.  You 
have shown us abundant generosity.  As God’s 
people, we know WHO is the giver of all good 
gifts (James 1:18).  Your generosity is an 
extension of God’s generosity.  We are blessed 
to have you be part of this experience and we 
look forward to coming home with stories to 
tell. 
 
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is 
ever wasted.” - Aesop 

 
April Easter Basket Raffle Update-  We sold 
252 tickets!  Congratulations to the raffle 
winners: Don & Donna Bakken, Lynn Gilmore, 
Bruce & Barb Malm, and Jen Perkne.  Also, 
thanks to everyone who purchased a cross 
vase! 
 
We have seen and felt God’s love through you.  
For this last fundraiser, we want to direct our 
focus outward.  It is a blessing to give to 
others (Acts 20:35).  On the weekend of May 



 
 

14/15, the NYG team will be hosting an 
Intentional Act of Kindness Flower Sale.  Our 
hope is that each potted flower be delivered to 
the doorstep of a neighbor, friend, or even 
someone you don’t know.  We hope you’ll join 
us in this expression of God’s kindness to the 
communities where you live, work, or play. 
*Due to the community outreach component 
of this fundraiser, we applied and received a 
grant from Thrivent to cover all the expenses 
of this fundraiser.* 
 
“Love and kindness are never wasted.  They 
always make a difference.  They bless the one 
who receives them, and they bless you, the 
giver.”  -Barbara DeAngelis 

 

RUTH SOCIETY 
Ruth Society will meet on Thursday, May 5 at 
7:00 p.m. We are now meeting in the Hub 
(Overflow Room). Pastor Schellhas talking 
about  a subject very concerning  to our world 
now. 

LWML NID Zone 16 Spring Rally 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
4247 W. 183rd St. - Country Club Hills 
Saturday, May 7 - 9 to noon, registration 8:30  
Ingathering for: "Together We Cope" - 
laundry detergent, any size! 

THANK YOU FOR DONATING EASTER 
LILIES TO ADORN OUR ALTAR!  
from the Ruth Society 
 
The Ruth Society wishes to thank all those 
who donated Easter Lilies to adorn our altar 
for Easter. 
 
As a Memorial: 
Bev & Nick Whittier in memory of our parents 
Ed & Elsie Walsh and Louise Whittier, and 
brother Greg Whittier 
Margaret Senne in memory of Cynthia Zbinden 
The Bowlds Family in memory of loved ones 
who have gone before us in the faith 
Lynn Gilmore in memory of Bob & Charlotte 
Gilmore 
John & Kimberley Horneij in memory of our 
parents 
Mary & Harold Oesterreich in memory of our 
parents Frances & Walter Phelps and Burnette & 
Harold Oesterreich 

Kevin & Maetha Smith in loving memory of 
Hazel & Bill Mutsch, Bob & Betty Smith, and 
William Palmer 
Karen & Ed Tatro in memory of Harold & Leola 
Klode 
Kathy Temple in memory of my parents, 
brother, and other loved ones 
Lyn Thorne in memory of Mel & May Krohse 
George & Deb Tolsky in memory of John & 
Rosemarie Warren and George P. Tolsky 
 
To the Glory of our Risen Savior: 
Jill Gerken                            
Colleen & Keith Maranto               
Bruce & Barb Malm 
Judy Smith 
Jean Smith 
Chris Weis 
 
UKRAINE RELIEF 
DONATIONS 
from the Board of Stewardship 
 
Thank you for your 
amazing response to the 
free will offering for 
Ukraine Relief. A total $1,772 was collected to 
be sent to LCMS for their efforts in providing 
aid to those impacted by the conflict in 
Ukraine. 
 

The LCMS reports how funds have been used  
already: 
 

• More than $45,000 has been 
dispatched to a congregation in Odesa, 
Ukraine to aid refugees in Lviv, 
Lutskfor, Vinnysia, eastern parts of 
Ukraine and other locales. The 
assistance has been used primarily for 
food, medicine, travel 
accommodations, documents and 
clothes.  

• As Lutheran pastors in Ukraine have 
pivoted from the “everyday functions” 
of the ministry, to providing spiritual 
care to a war-torn people, your Synod 
is using charitable donations to 
compensate these under-shepherds for 
meeting critical spiritual needs of their 
communities. 



 
 

• Nearly $68,000 has been dispatched to 
Lutheran churches outside of Ukraine, 
in Latvia, Lithuania and Romania. 
These funds have been used for food, 
housing, transportation, medicine and 
items for personal hygiene and care for 
displaced persons. These funds are also 
being used to help transport fleeing 
Ukrainians across the border and 
provide spiritual and pastoral care in 
places like Riga, Saldus and other 
towns. We are also about to send funds 
to Slovakia for use at a primary (K-8) 
Lutheran school taking in refugees. 

• Your Synod is collaborating with our to 
support and increase the church’s 
capacity to serve displaced peoples by 
providing spiritual care and physical 
aid to those seeking safety and shelter 
in Germany. 

 

Right now, the LCMS is contemplating and 
discussing what our long-term response will 
be in this situation, given God's abundant 
blessings. We are setting aside a meaningful 
amount of the funds we’ve already received to 
help rebuild and assist Lutheran 
congregations, and to continue supporting 
those congregations that are caring for 
refugees, when the war has ended. We are also 
considering the construction of an LCMS 
mercy center in Romania — strategically 
placed to help women and children impacted 
by this war. This likely will be a six-figure, 
long-term goal. 
 

Because you care what happens to the people 
in Ukraine, the response has been immediate 
and will last for the long haul. Contributions 
from God’s people like you are primarily being 
used to provide immediate spiritual care and 
physical relief, and likely will be used in those 
fashions for some time. But there is much 
thought being invested into orchestrating our 
response, well past immediate needs. 
READERS ARE NEEDED 
The Elders are re-starting “Readers” during the 
church services.  They will read the Old 
Testament reading and the Epistle.  If you are 
interested in helping with these readings please 
add your name to the Opportunity Book at the 
welcome center in the lobby. 

Women of the Word 
We have returned to IN PERSON 
Women of the Word and meet in 
the Lobby. We are studying 
Psalms.  Hope you will join us! 
 

Meeting Dates:  May 9 & 23, 7 p.m. 
We will not be meeting in the summer and will 
resume August 22. 
____________________________ 

Men of the Word 
Men of the Word will be 
meeting at the Schellhas 
House and will be discussing 
the book Saturate. 
 

Meeting Dates:  May 2 & 16, 7 p.m. 
We will not be meeting in the summer and will 
resume August 15. 
 

 

 
 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS 

By Tracy Miranda 
 
 
Don’t forget about the preschool plant sale.  
The plants will be delivered on Tuesday, May 
10th.  Stop by and check the plants out!!  We 
will post pictures after delivery.  Thank you 
for your support with our fundraising efforts 
throughout the year. 
 
The teachers are gearing up for the end of the 
school year.  We will be having Muffins with 
Mom’s, Grandparent’s Day and our Closing 
services.  Hard to believe that we are at the 
end of the year. 
 

CHURCH PICNIC 
By Lyn Thorne 
IT'S BACK! The church picnic will be Sunday, 
June 5TH, following the outdoor service. The 
Board of Fellowship will be providing a TACO 
TRUCK AND GAMES AND FUN FOR ALL. ICE 
CREAM will be provided by the youth as a 
thank you for the congregation’s support 



 
 

toward their trip to the Youth Gathering. All 
you need to bring is a dish to pass & your own 
beverages.( I know we have always assigned 
sides and desserts by the letter your last name 
starts with, but let's live a little and let you 
decide what favorite you want to bring.)  
 
Be ready to have fun! In the event of poor 
weather, the picnic will be moved to the gym.  

 
 
MOKENA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
FREE SENIOR LUNCHEON  
 
Join the Mokena Fire PD for their Seniors 
Luncheon on Monday, May 16 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Station #1, 19853 S. Wolf Rd.  Learn helpful 
tips regarding Heat Emergencies & Safety. To 
register, call 479-5371 Mon.-Fri. 8 am – 4 pm. 
Or register online at www.mokenafire.org. 
Seating is limited. 
 
 

NEW VANCO APP 
REPLACES GIVEPLUS 
APP 
If you give online using our 
app, the new Vanco Mobile app 
has replaced the GivePlus app. 

You should have received an email from Vanco 
giving you the details. Your log-in credentials 
are the same in the new app and your 
recurring gifts will continue as scheduled. 
GivePlus will be turned off and will no longer 
work as of April 30. Contact Vanco or call the 
church office if you have any questions.  
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION 
IN FRANKFORT 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Frankfort 
is seeking a PART-TIME OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT. 
Flexible schedule – reasonable hourly pay – 
positive work environment 
 
Looking for a candidate who can work a 
SHARED POSITION with the ability to 
multitask, who has experience in Microsoft 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  Bonus points if 
you have church office experience and 
organizational skills. 
Responsibilities include (but are not limited 
to) – creating a monthly volunteer schedule, 
producing weekly bulletins, coordinating 
communication and work between individuals 
and committees, assisting the pastor, 
updating calendars, website, and social media 
accounts. Basically, it is helping the church 
run smoothly and efficiently. 
Looking for positive change? Enjoy working 
with others? Come join us! 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
177 Luther Lane, Frankfort, Illinois 60423 
815-469-2549 
office@goodshepherdfrankfort.org 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Birthdays 
1  Alyssa Johnson 
1  Kaitlyn Zohfeld 
2  Raelyn Daly 
5  Nathan Seputis 
5  Sharla Wojno 
6  Caden Cousineau 
6  Rachel Klode 
7  Laura Threewitt 
9  William Baker 
9  Joshua Welzen 
14  Scott Malm 
14  Greg Marnul 
15  Kyle Klode 
15  Brett Seivert 
16  Daniel Foiles 
17  Caitlyn Greenspan 
20  Lindsay Strobel 
21  Tom Bartnik 
21  Lucas Liberty 
21  Jeremy Miranda 
22  Ray DeVivo 
22  Gayle Snedden 
22  Jenna Welzen 
23  Donald Jeffrey 
23  Robert Krause 
23  Carole Sluis 
26  Linda Havrilla 
27  Ashley Johnson 
27  Laura Saltzman 
28  Lillie Burkhardt 
28  Sharon Durkin 
29  Sarah Limanowski 
29  Jamie Smith 
30  Jessica Welzen 
31  John Horneij 
Anniversaries 
6  Marita & David Navratil 44 years 
7  Doug & Terri Hutson  34 years 
10  Nick & Bev Whittier  53 years 
14  Ron & Jan Hamning  39 years 

18  Morris & Laura Threewitt 48 years 
29  Norman & Nancy Kaczmarczyk  

46 years 
31  Robert & Marlene Cupp   9 years 
31  Matt & Lou Dawn Howard 45 years 
31  Lee & Amy Zagrakalis 36 years 

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s 
special day or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski 

Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or 
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church 
lobby. Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for 
$45; table centerpiece $35. Checks should be 
made payable to the Ruth Society and placed in 
the offering plate or lockbox by office entrance. 
Be sure to write Altar Flowers on the memo line. 
The Ruth Society would like to thank all those 
that have ordered flowers in the past and for 
honoring the Lord. 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

Faith at Home Options 
How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming 
Worship Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted) 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

