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HOLY WEEK SERVICES  
Palm Sunday                   April 10, 9 a.m. with Communion 
Maundy Thursday        April 14, 7 p.m. 
Good Friday                     April 15, 7 p.m. 
No Saturday Service     April 16 
Easter Sunday                 April 17 

- 8:00 a.m.   Indoor Service with Communion 
- 10:30 a.m.  Outdoor Service (weather permitting) Communion 

 
Also, due to Pastor Aaron’s vacation, we will have no communion on 
April 2 & 3. We will still have services that weekend.  

EASTER LILIES 
 
Order an Easter Lily to adorn the altar for Easter services. Each plant is $9 and 
must be ordered by April 10. Order forms are available online by clicking here or 
in the Welcome Center. Lilies can be picked up after the 10:30 a.m. Easter service. 
Thank you for helping adorn the altar for Easter!  
 

4 FOR FOUR 
We need your help sharing our Facebook and Instagram posts! 
During the month of April, would you consider sharing at least one of 
Immanuel’s posts each week? This way you would be sharing 4 posts 
FOR the FOURTH month. (You can always share more!) This would 
increase by at least four times how many people we can reach. What posts will you share? Bible 
verses? Events? Sermon teasers?  
 

To share a Facebook post, click the share button under the post. 
 

To share an Instagram post, click the share button      under the post. 
 
 

UPCOMING AND CONTINUING EVENTS 
Food Drive                                 Through April 3 

Easter Bunny Photo Op        April 9, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.   Don’t forget to register online here 

NYG April Fundraiser            April 9/10  --  See page 4 for more details 

Spring Tea                                  May 22  --  See page 5 for more details 

Church Picnic                            June 5  --  See page 6 for more details 

VBS                                                July 17-19 
 

 

  

INTEGRATE 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w1ebznru0ps14lq/
https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w13gv8o81mzzkg8/


 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian 
family, and continuously reach out with love 

and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, with each other in 
contagious Christian community, and with 

our calling of servanthood in the world. 
 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
FEB 
2022 

2022 
YTD 

2021 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 23,927 53,717 46,060 7,657 17 

Interest 16 34 49 -15 -31 

Facility 0 500 450 50 10 

Expense 26,275 54,206 53,508 698 1 

Balance 2,332 45 -6,949 6,904 99 

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $7,350 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the May Integrate are due by April 25 
and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed 
after May 1st. The Integrate Newsletter is also 
available online at immanuelmokena.org 
 

* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 
___________________________ 
Official Acts 
 
New Members - March 8, 2022 
Fred, Jonathan, & Nathan Eassa 
Linda Havrilla 
___________________________ 

Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
 
Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 5:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society               Ruth Society 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
God’s Kids Club (Sunday School) and Adult 

Bible Study  - Sundays at 10:15 am 
(September through May) 

 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 
A Story to Tell (Pt. 2) 
 
"We all have a story to tell." 
"YOU have a story to tell." If 
you've been keeping up with 

our most recent sermon series, you've 
probably heard something akin to that 
sentiment expressed several times in the past 
few weeks. I believe it's absolutely true. God 
created us as storytelling beings. He relates 
His identity and intentions toward us through 
story. He invites us to live in the story He has 
created. He sends His Son into the story of this 
world to transform it and restore things that 
are sad and broken about the story. The best 
stories are ones with happy endings, and we 
celebrate occasions like Easter for that exact 
reason. Death doesn't have the final say. Jesus 
is alive! We have hope! A story that has that 
kind of ending is worth living. 
 
If I asked you to think about the most 
impactful moments in your life, I'm guessing 
you would probably tell me a story that has a 
certain amount of nuance to it. Insights that 
have been gained over countless retellings. 
Moments when your life was transformed. 
Struggles that gave way to seasons of rapid 
growth. Whether the circumstances 
surrounding the story were delightful or gut-
wrenchingly horrible, they all contribute to 
the person that you are today. Do you 
remember these moments and tell that story 
because God was at work, and you feel deeply 
that you can contribute to the growth of the 
Kingdom by telling it? This has certainly been 
my experience, and I'm guessing it might 
likely be yours as well. 
 
While telling your story is important, every 
story also needs a hearer. Now, you've 
probably heard plenty of boring stories in 
your time. Maybe there are some stories that 
you have NOT heard simply because they were 
too boring to be focused upon, and you found 
yourself tuning out. This is much like the 
impression I get when my wife tells me, "I 
told you that a few days ago," and I have no 
recollection of what she's talking about. Then 

again, if there is someone important that you 
are meeting for the first time, or someone 
who has the potential to be important in your 
story going forward, they may tell the most 
mundane, boring story you've ever heard, and 
yet you will give them your rapt attention. 
People are fascinating, and so are their 
stories, when you allow for the time and 
relational space to give them a fair hearing. 
 
It's clear to me that when Jesus told stories, 
people listened. I like to imagine Jesus sitting 
down, whether on a mountain or on a plain, 
and waiting for people to lean in and listen. I'd 
like to think they hung on His every word. 
Maybe they did. But maybe they were 
distracted. Maybe they weren't convinced yet 
that He was worthy of their attention. Maybe 
they were surprised by what they heard, or 
maybe they were able to tune it out. One way 
or another, some people were really listening 
carefully to what Jesus shared, the stories He 
told, the teachings He set before them, 
because they recorded His story. And now, 
centuries later, we still tell the stories because 
of God's faithful work in their lives, His 
leading to write the story with pen and paper, 
transmitting it throughout the ages. 
 
Some of the most delightful conversations 
I've had recently have come out of subtle 
details people have dropped gently into a 
more public, open conversation. A thrill of 
excitement. A touch of pain or angst. 
Wistfulness about unaccomplished tasks or a 
celebration of a personal victory. A tiny part of 
the story was shared more publicly, but I've 
found that if I go back to the person privately 
later on, and say something like, "I heard you 
say…," there's usually SO much more to the 
story. Asking someone to share a part of their 
story, especially something that is personal 
and deeply felt can be a beautiful gift. That gift 
of attention and care was a life-changing 
blessing Jesus gave generously throughout 
His ministry. 
 
Nicodemus pursued the story of Jesus even 
when it was not necessarily clear that it was in 
his best interest to do so. John 3 tells us that 
he came to Jesus by night, when prying eyes 



 
 

wouldn't be around to out him as a secret 
follower of this rebel rabbi from Nazareth. He 
opens up to Jesus and expresses his own 
wrestling with the regeneration and 
restoration Jesus is bringing to the world and 
to their shared culture. He doesn't have it all 
figured out when they part, but his gift and 
contribution to the story of the world is a 
conversation that includes the most concise, 
powerful expression of the gospel ever 
recorded and the most well-known Bible 
reference in the world: "For God loved the 
world in this way: He gave His one and only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 
not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16, 
CSB). Apparently, the story of Jesus was so 
compelling that even after He was crucified, 
Nicodemus and his friend Joseph of Arimathea 
were willing to risk their reputations and even 
defile themselves during the Passover to bury 
the body of Jesus. Did they have the hope of 
the resurrection beating in their hearts? 
Scripture doesn't explicitly tell us, but I think 
their actions powerfully communicate a living 
hope in Jesus. 
 

What about you? Do you have the same kind of 
hope? You have never met the risen Jesus in 
the flesh, and neither have I. We have the 
benefit of knowing the rest of the story, a 
benefit Nicodemus did not have, even though 
he had met Jesus face-to-face. We all operate 
on faith. We trust that Jesus died for us. We 
trust that Jesus was raised for us. We trust 
Jesus' promise to return and put all things 
right. This is the heartbeat of our story, the 
motivation that continues to move us forward. 
As we settle into the high holy days of Holy 
Week and Easter, my prayer for you is that the 
story of Jesus would continue to loom large in 
your imagination. I pray that His passion and 
deep love for you would motivate you to trust 
him in every area of your life. And I pray that 
you would both live a story worth telling, and 
find those who have the ears and hearts ready 
to hear how your story has been transformed 
by nail scarred hands and an empty grave. I'm 
confident that when you tell your story, you'll 
recognize personally the beauty and joy of the 
statement… 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 
 
Thank you to those of you who participated in 
our Sponsor A Meal fundraiser.  We are SO 
blessed by your generosity and encouraged by 
your support. 

 
APRIL FUNDRAISERS 
During our April Team Meetup, our Gathering 
Team will be assembling 2 Easter baskets with 
donations we have collected from local 
businesses and restaurants.  We will be selling 
raffle tickets for one weekend only, April 9 
and 10.  Raffle tickets are $1 each, or 6 for $5.  
The winning ticket holders will be contacted 
and able to pick up their basket from the 
Church Office on April 11. 
 
Cross Vase Sale 
We have a very limited number 
of Glass Cross Vases that we 
will be selling the weekend of 
April 9/10.  Each vase was once 
the holder of an 'eternal light' 
which burned in the sanctuary 
of Immanuel.  You have the 
opportunity to purchase one of 
these vases to adorn your home 
for $10.  Each vase will come 



 
 

with either decorative filler or an artificial 
floral stem. 
Special thanks to the Ruth Society for gifting 
us the vases for this fundraiser and the funds 
to fill each vase. 

 

RUTH SOCIETY 
 
Ruth Society will meet on Thursday, April 7 at 
7:00 p.m. We are now meetings in the Hub 
(Overflow Room) 
 
Ruth Society  is a group of Lutheran women 
working together for the need of their church. 

Using  their expertise and gifts that the Lord 
gave them. 

To prepare the Altar for worship service. 

Helping to maintain the robes for the Elders, 
Acolytes, and Confirmands. 
 

Setting up and working on the Fall Festival. 

Offering to lend a Christian hand in time of 
need. 
Christmas and Easter decorating of the church. 

Issuing get well cards to the congregation. 

Employing our resources to make quilts for the 
Lutheran World Relief. 
Thursday, first of the month meeting. 

Yearly meetings September-June time 7:30p.m. 
  
We really need some more women from the 
congregation, 18 and over to help us.  As the 
years go on so do we and a lot of the women 
can’t help like they did before.  Please come to 
our next meeting.  We love to have you  and you 
never work alone on anything we do. For more 
information, please contact President Bev 
Whittier at 815-485-9269 

COMMITMENT CARD UPDATE 
from the Board of Stewardship 
 
We recently encouraged members to fill out a 
commitment card for 2022 — indicating their 
commitment to worship, bible study, and prayer 
along with a financial commitment for the year.  
 
We received a total of 19 forms with a total 
financial commitment of almost $109,000. This 
amount represents only 31.5% of the $345,000 
budget for 2022 offerings. This percentage is 

much lower than previous years and raises a 
concern about whether or not we will meet our 
budgeted offerings for the year. 
 
If you have not submitted a commitment form 
for 2022, we still encourage you to do so. The 
form is available on our website and your 
submission is completely anonymous. Go to 
immanuelmokena.org/opportunities to find the 
form. Thank you for prayerfully considering 
your participation in this process. 

 

WOMEN’S SPRING TEA & SANDWICH 
LUNCHEON  
The Board of Fellowship and Ruth Society are  
inviting women to a tea and sandwich luncheon 
on Sunday, May 22.  The cost of admission is to 
bring a purse to donate. The purses will be filled 
with women's toiletries and donated to the 
Crisis Center in Tinley. Our goal will be for an 
attendance of 80 women and a donation of 80 
purses to celebrate the 80th anniversary of 
LWML!! More details will be forthcoming.  
 
If you're traveling in the next few months, your 
collection of hotel/motel samples are welcome - 
they can be deposited in the red box under the 
LWML table in the narthex. 

 
 

Women of the Word 
The current study of The 
Sermon on the Mount will 
conclude Monday, April 11 
@ 7pm on Zoom. 

 
Our return to IN PERSON Women of the Word 
will begin on Monday, April 25 @ 7pm in the 
Lobby.  Hope you will join us! 
 
Meeting Dates:  April 11 & 25 
____________________________ 

https://www.immanuelmokena.org/opportunities


 
 

Men of the Word 
Men of the Word will be 
meeting via Zoom and will be 
discussing Chapter 8 of the 
book Saturate. 
 

Meeting Dates:  April 4 & 18 
 

 

 
 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS 

By Tracy Miranda 
 
 

The teachers and children enjoyed a week off     
for spring break.  Now to finish the school year 
strong with only two months left to go.   

We will be having donuts with dad, singing in 
church, Resurrection parties as well as the plant 
sale.  The preschool is always on the go! 

The plant sale information was emailed out with 
the order form as well as hard copies in the 
Welcome Center.  Orders are due by April 18. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions. 
 

 
SPRING FOOD DRIVE 
 
We will once again support the Frankfort 
Township Food Pantry with a spring drive. This 
year’s collection dates are March 19th through 
April 3rd – please look in the lobby for the 
collection boxes. Any non-perishable food items 
or paper products are welcome donations, but 
here are the items that their website lists as 
most needed: 
 
• Bags (garbage & kitchen) 
• Storage Plastic Bags (Gallon, Qt, & Sandwich) 
• Canned Meats (beef stew, hash, Spam) 
• Cleaning Products 
• Coffee – small sizes please 
• Deodorant (mens/womens) 
• Dish Soap 

• Foil & Plastic Wraps 
• Ketchup & BBQ Sauce 
• Kleenex 
• Laundry Products 
• Mayonnaise 
• Mustard 
• Paper Towels 
• Razors 
• Rice Mixes (Knorr) 
• Salad Dressings 
• Salt & Pepper Sets 
• Soap (liquid & bar) 
• Toilet Paper 
• Taco Shells & Seasoning 
  
Please keep the food drive in mind as you do 
your shopping! Thank you! 
 
 
CHURCH PICNIC 
By Lyn Thorne 
 
IT'S BACK! The church picnic will be Sunday, 
June 5TH, immediately following outdoor 
service. The Board of Fellowship will be 
providing a TACO TRUCK, ICE CREAM  
TREATS AND GAMES AND FUN FOR ALL. 
All you need to bring is a dish to pass & your 
own beverages.( I know we have always 
assigned sides and desserts by the letter your 
last name starts with, but let's live a little and 
let you decide what favorite you want to 
bring.) 
 
Be ready to have fun! In the event of poor 
weather, the picnic will be moved to the gym.  

 
 



 
 

 
 
A THOUGHT FOR GOOD FRIDAY  
“The unconditional, sacrificial love of Jesus 
makes this day good. When your sins 
condemn you, He intercedes for you. When 
Satan seeks to devour you, Jesus defends you. 
When you are feeling spiritually empty, totally 
unworthy of God’s love, remember what Jesus 
has done to save you. He will never leave you 
or forsake you. He has ascended into heaven 
to prepare a place for you. If all of this sounds 
too good to be true, if you are looking for 
proof of this amazing love, then all you need 
to do is look to the cross. Look to Jesus. Look 
at your living Savior’s nail-pierced hands.”  
 
Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life 
Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org 
 

 

 
 
 
UKRAINE COLLECTION OF ITEMS 
 
Living Word Lutheran Church at 16301 Wolf 
Rd. in Orland Park invites you to donate items 
to assist the effort in Ukraine. Stop by on 
Saturday, April 9 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with 
your donations and enjoy some light 
refreshments. Or you can drop off donations 
Monday – Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. or 
Sundays 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

 



 

 

Birthdays 
1  Barb LaRocco 
2  Giovanni Fitzpatrick 
2  Patrick Lydic 
2  Jessica Malley 
3  Jim Bubeck 
3  Amy Greenspan 
4  Kimberly Perrin 
5  Virginia Miller 
5  Sarah Smith 
6  Edith Albers 
6  Bruce Bechtel 
6  Hayley Grebic 
7  Kalie DeVivo 
7  Lauren Smith 
8  Peyton Hohl 
8  Maddie Roberts 
10  Nick Whittier 
11  Patty Lipscomb 
17  Lisa Baker 
17  Linda Jeffrey 
17  Jessie Nykrin 
19  Laurie Fuka 
20  Jameson Suski 
21  Solomon Fargo 
21  Tim Malm 
22  Nathan Eassa 
24  Corey Diab 
24  Tracy Miranda 
28  Marsha Flesch 
30  Rebecca Keen 
30  Phyllis Seno 
Anniversaries 
4  Marty & Susan Olsen    35 years 
4  Kimberly & Mike Perrin   27 years 
13  Richard & Barbara Belanski   15 years 
16  Gary & June Bogard    62 years 
17  Emma & Karl Wohler    40 years 
20  Ted & Laura Fenn    31 years 
24  Tim & Lisa Baker    37 years 

25  Ray & Linda Steinbrenner   36 years 
28  Tom & Delynn Flannery   10 years 
28  Janice & Craig Nass    33 years 

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s 
special day or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski 

Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or 
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church 
lobby. Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for 
$45; table centerpiece $35. Checks should be 
made payable to the Ruth Society and placed in 
the offering plate or lockbox by office entrance. 
Be sure to write Altar Flowers on the memo line. 
The Ruth Society would like to thank all those 
that have ordered flowers in the past and for 
honoring the Lord. 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

Faith at Home Options 
How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming 
Worship Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted) 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

