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FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES & ADULT BIBLE STUDY TOPIC  
Imagine the power of prayer and sense of community possible 
if all LCMS Northern Illinois District congregations 
participate in the same Bible study! That’s a potential of more 
than 200 churches and almost 68,000 communicant 
members coming together February 2022. Join us as we join 
our brothers and sisters in Christ  in this Incarnate 
Community! 

STEWARDSHIP 
By Sarah Bechtel  

We have begun a focus on stewardship with reflections during the service by 
Pastor Aaron and congregational leaders. The commitment card process will be 
delayed until we are further along in this process — the online forms will be 
available in mid-February and physical forms will be available beginning the 
weekend of the February 19th. We encourage all members/families to 
participate — we all have different gifts and God can use all of us for the work of 
His kingdom. 

 
LIVESTREAM SURVEY 
If you have ever watched Immanuel Mokena's 
worship services either live or recorded, we would 
love to have your feedback! Your responses are 
confidential. If you wish to remain anonymous, please 
skip the CONTACT INFORMATION section. Click here to go to the survey or find it on the home 
page of our website www.immanuelmokena.org. 
 

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING FUNDRAISERS 
 

Two amazing fundraisers will be held in February to raise funds for the 
Immanuel NYG team:  
 

Used Book Sale – February 5 & 6 and 12 & 13 
Candy Sale – February 12 & 13 
 

See page 4 for more details!  
 

FEBRUARY’S DINNER OUT  
By Lyn Thorne 

 
This month's dinner out will be held Friday, Feb 18th at Hailstorm 
Brewery at 6:30 pm. Please rsvp to lynthorne54@gmail.com. 
Turn to page 5 to see other events we are planning for 2022! 

  

INTEGRATE 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/whamume1ffojfu/


 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian 
family, and continuously reach out with love 

and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, with each other in 
contagious Christian community, and with 

our calling of servanthood in the world. 
 

 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
DEC 
2021 

2021 
YTD 

2020 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 29,325 316,458 319,485 -3,027 -1 

Interest 17 1,471 2,591 -1,120 -43 

Facility 125 1,850 2,750 -900 -49 

Expense 22,626 315,498 327,935 -12,437 -4 

Balance 6,841 4,281 -3,108 7,389 237 

 
> Pastor’s Scholarship Fund Balance $7,250 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live 
stream) to view the services live from the 
comfort of your home. Service times are listed 
above.  

Announcement & Integrate Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the March Integrate are due by 
February 24 and will be on our website, emailed, 
and mailed after March 1st. The Integrate 
Newsletter is also available online at 
immanuelmokena.org 
 

* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 
___________________________ 
Official Acts 
 
Funeral – January 22, 2022: 
Sharon Schwanbeck (October 17, 1954 –  
January 17, 2022) 
___________________________ 

Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
 
Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
Elder 5:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 6:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
__________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 
Please follow the below instructions for submitting 
donations via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 
Ruth Society               Ruth Society 
* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside 
of your offering envelope where the funds should be 
designated. 

 
IN-PERSON SERVICES CONTINUE 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
We have limited congregational responses and 
singing during worship to help keep the spread 

of germs to a minimum.  
The praise band and organist will still perform 

in a limited capacity. 
__________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 
 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  

Please Contact Us: 
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 

Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 
The House of Martha and 
Mary 
 
In his introduction to Jordan 
Peterson's popular book 12 

Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos, psychiatrist 
Norman Doidge suggests that whenever there is 
a party, there are usually two parties that 
actually take place. The first party is more 
formal and consists of the planned activities and 
small talk. The second party, which normally 
takes place after hours, is the place where those 
who want to have a deep and intimate 
conversation congregate. The group is smaller, 
the atmosphere is more relaxed, and the 
conversation flows more freely. The first of 
these parties might conceivably be a dream for 
extroverts, who generally get their energy from 
high levels of interaction with lots of people. On 
the other hand, the second party is the ideal 
situation for introverts, who thrive in smaller, 
more intimate settings and look for relational 
space to be able to tease out deep and often 
introspective conversations about political 
opinions, religious movements, and the nature 
of reality. As someone who trends slightly 
toward introversion, I might marginally enjoy 
the first party , but the second is where I find the 
greater fulfillment. Both parties are good. I just 
know which one I prefer. 
 
The story of Jesus' time spent with Mary, 
Martha, and their brother Lazarus is well 
documented. Between John's account of 
Lazarus' death and resurrection in John 11 and 
Luke's story of the dynamic between the two 
sisters (10:38-42), it's clear that Jesus and his 
disciples shared their lives with this family from 
Bethany. In Luke's account, Martha's concern 
that Mary wasn't helping out with domestic 
tasks is something she expresses to Jesus 
directly - "Lord, don’t you care that my sister 
has left me to serve alone? So tell her to give me 
a hand” (vs. 40) - is not something you would 
say to a casual acquaintance, much less a 
celebrity guest. Jesus had been a repeated guest, 
this must have been a repeated pattern. Martha 
is in the kitchen, preparing and serving. Mary is 
soaking up the presence of Jesus, sitting at His 
feet, listening. 
 

It is worth noticing that Jesus never condemns 
Martha's actions. She is being a good hostess. 
She is providing an environment in which 
people can interact. She bears the burden of 
their comfort. Perhaps she wishes that she could 
go sit at Jesus' feet, too. But if she doesn't make 
the food, clear the dishes, clean the counter, 
then who will? I know many people who feel that 
way. Their opportunities to socialize are 
restricted by the work that needs to get done. 
Sometimes they even feel frustrated or angry at 
the uneven distribution of labor. If everyone 
abided by the axiom, "Many hands make light 
work," then even they would have a chance to 
socialize. 
 
Jesus places the greater value on Mary's 
listening ears and attentive heart. But in doing 
so, He doesn't devalue or disparage Martha's 
hard work. I believe this falls right into line with 
what Will Mancini says in the book I keep on 
talking about, Future Church. He talks about a 
healthy church being like a two-story house. 
The Lower Room is where people enter. Where 
they get their first impression of who God's 
people are. Where they start to see what we're 
about. The Upper Room is where God's people 
sit at Jesus' feet and soak in who He is. Where 
they hang on His every Word. Where they 
commune with their Maker, Savior, and 
Sustainer. 
 
Mancini rightly argues that both of these rooms 
are valuable and truly part of the same house. 
We would do well to attend to both of them, and 
we neglect them to our own detriment and peril. 
The danger comes when we give undue 
emphasis to one over the other. In the Lower 
Room we find 4 P's: Place, Personality, 
Program, and People. Each of these are valuable 
components of community life. Having a 
building that creates space for conversations 
about God's plan is good. A friendly atmosphere, 
especially expressed by the leadership is good. 
Programs that are faithful and well planned can 
certainly lead to spiritual health and are good. 
Being surrounded by people we enjoy and with 
whom we get along is good. But without the 
Gospel to drive and animate them these Lower 
Room elements fall short of God's mission and 
aim. 
 
Where the Upper Room is concerned, we can sit 
faithfully at Jesus' feet each day. We can be 



 
 

inspired to walk with Him, encouraged by His 
Word...and still fail to take action. If our Upper 
Room experiences don't translate into the way 
we approach both the Lower Room of the house 
with its elements AND the larger world, we miss 
the point. The Upper Room is meant to be a 
launching point into the world. Jesus didn't just 
gather His disciples...He sent them out, too! 
"Mary has made the right choice, [the one 
necessary thing]," Jesus says, "and it will not be 
taken away from her" (Luke 10:42). But Jesus 
doesn't intend us to sit at His feet forever! As the 
Father sent Him, He also sent His disciples. He 
continues to send us, too, with His mission. The 
time we spend in the Upper Room is fuel for the 
mission of God: spreading His glory thought all 
the earth. 
 
These two rooms and what happens there are 
never meant to be pitted against each other. 
They're designed to work in tandem. Mary and 
Martha can work together. There are two 
questions that continue to come to mind for me 
as I consider the practical implications for us 
here, questions that will continue to be on my 
heart as we seek the Kingdom together here at 
Immanuel. 1) How can we work on building the 
staircase from the Lower Room to the Upper 
Room (next steps)? and 2) How has God 
uniquely gifted and equipped us to be the Gospel 
in our place and time (a picture of the Upper 
Room)? I only have a part of the answers to 
those questions, and I believe you do, too. More 
importantly, the Spirit of Jesus that lives in us 
will continue to lead us toward a healthy 
dynamic between both rooms. Of this I am 
certain. But I believe He works in faithful, 
earnest, open conversations in our midst. So 
let's be talking about this. Let me get you a cup 
of coffee and let's discover together what God's 
up to. When we engage in such conversations, I 
believe we'll find joy and fulfillment in the truth 
of this statement: 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 
_______________________________ 

 
2021 Contribution Statements 
have been sent via email or 
through the mail if you do not 
have an email address on file 
with us. 

 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
 
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is 
here. Registration is now open to the public.  
Tell your friends and families to register soon. 
Your recommendation is our strongest publicity! 
 
 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 
 
February National Youth Gathering Fundraisers: 
 
Used Book Sale 
February 5/6 and 12/13 
Books $5 - - - Select Children’s Books $1 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR DONATING YOUR 
BOOKS!  
 
Valentine Candy Sale 
February 12/13 
All items will be 
priced $1, $2, and $3. 
 
Please consider 
blessing your spouse, child(ren), 
grandchild(ren), friends and neighbors with 
these sweet valentine treats.  There will be candy 
and non-candy options available. 
 
All proceeds support the Immanuel NYG Team. 
 



 
 

February Update:  
 
As a Team, we are enjoying spending time 
together monthly to prepare for the Gathering. 
Our registration has been confirmed and 
accepted by the Gathering office, and our airline 
tickets have been purchased.  In just 5 months, 
we will be heading to Houston, Texas. 
 
Here's a few fun facts about Houston, Texas 
- largest city in Texas 
- 4th largest city in the US 
- world capital of space exploration 
- According to a 2005 Chicago Tribune article,  
"A Houston summer makes a Chicago summer 
feel like Alaska. It's not the heat; it's not the 
humidity; it's both." 
 
Here's a few fun facts about the LCMS National 
Youth Gathering 
- held every 3 years 
- approximately 30,000 youth and adults attend 
- 800 hours... the approximate, collective 
amount of time the gospel is proclaimed by over 
100 speakers 
 
Thank you for your continued support evidenced 
in your generosity at our fundraisers. 
Please continue to pray for Riley, Natalee, 
Leeann and Pastor Aaron. 
Our God is IN ALL THINGS. 
 

 

From the Board of Fellowship 
 
Sadly, there will be no Spaghetti dinner/Art 
Show this year, however, we are looking forward 
to returning to some of our favorite events, so 
mark your calendars: 
 
This month's dinner out will be held Friday, Feb. 
18th at Hailstorm Brewery at 6:30 pm. Please 
rsvp to lynthorne54@gmail.com.  
 
Sunday, June 5th The Church and Preschool 
Picnic in the picnic area behind church. More 
details to follow. If you are interested in helping 
out please reach out to someone on the board.  
 
Saturday, December 17th 9am The Cookie Walk in 
the gym. 

From God's Kids Club 
Thanks to the dedicated families who bring their 
children to God's Kids Club, we are having an 
amazing year celebrating Jesus. This month, 
their Bible verse is: 
 
This is real love-not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away 
our sins.    1 John 4:10  
 
We want our children to know how great God's 
love is for them. If you happen to see one of our 
Littles, please say "Jesus is God's Son" to them 
and chances are you will get a resounding 
"Hallelujah!" Please continue to keep our 
kiddos,  their families,  and our staff in your 
prayers. 

 

 
 
Mrs. Hannah, one of our God's Kids Club 
teachers, has shared a sweet story about her 
sister-in-law’s family who hosted an orphan 
from Ukraine. We asked  Shannon & Tony 
(Hannah's sister-in-law) to write about their 
experience hosting an orphan, and their 



 
 

intentions to host again and then adopt so that 
we could share it with you. God’s Kids Club has 
made them their mission for January and 
February with 100% of our offerings going to 
them. If you would like to donate, you can use 
one of your Designated Offerings envelopes and 
write “God’s Kids Club Mission” on the 
envelope – make the check payable to 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church”.  
 
HERE IS THEIR STORY: 
"Our family saw a Facebook post about HOW 
(Host Orphans Worldwide) which explained 
what hosting was and who to contact. We all 
decided this was something that we wanted to 
do. In October they posted the children's photos 
and that is when we picked out Roma. After this 
the countdown began until his arrival on 
December 15th. Roma spent four weeks with us 
and he wiggled his way right into all of our 
hearts. He returned back to Ukraine January 14th 
and we miss him every single day. We already 
have decided to re-host him this summer if 
possible and we are beginning to raise funds to 
do so. If for some reason Roma is not available 
our family has decided to still host another child 
from the HOW organization. We are also 
pursuing Roma’s adoption which will have a lot 
more costs and we’ll need a lot more prayers to 
complete this process.  
 

Thank you so much for taking your time to read 
this and considering donating to our family for 
this sweet boy. 
 
Love, the Estes family" 
 
Please keep the Estes family, Roma, and all the 
orphans in this program in your prayers! 
 

 

Women of the Word 
We are meeting using 
Zoom. If you would like a 
link to be invited to our 
virtual Women of the 

Word, please send an email to Leeann 
at dceleeann04@yahoo.com. We will continue 
looking at the Sermon on the 
Mount. Newcomers are welcome!    
Meeting Dates:  February 28 
____________________________ 

Men of the Word 
 
Men of the Word will be 
meeting via Zoom and will be 
discussing Chapter 8 of the 
book Saturate. 

 
Meeting Dates:  February 7 & 21 
 

mailto:dceleeann04@yahoo.com


 

 

Birthdays 
2  Terri Hutson 
3  Jim Bowlds 
3  Matthew Fuka 
3  Ginger Krol 
4  Emille Liberty 
4  Payton Spargo 
5  George Tolsky 
6  Michael Darcy 
6  Sarah Hayes 
10  Sara Tustin 
10  Stephanie Victor 
12  Jenna Kaiser 
12  Adam Sekula 
13  Brittany Bubeck 
13  Betty Jansen 
13  Abby Olsen 
13  Bill Sluis 
14  Molly Zagorski 
15  Kathy Disabato 
15  Frank Strobel 
16  Barry Schulz 
16  Carly Weis 
16  Kristina Zawora 
17  Earl Baker 
17  Rachel Dudczyk 
18  Amanda Baker 
18  Judy Smith 
19  Jeremy Nagy 
20  Katie Kaczmarczyk 
20  Aaron Marcotte 
20  Sandy Zagorski 
21  Laura Bechtel 
21  Lawrence Hansen 
21  Dana Tiffin 
21  Jerry Vrshek 
22  Barbara Baker 
22  Georgia Goetsch 
24  Diana Quigley 
25  Julia Bowlds 
25  Dee Dee Nilsen 
26  Raiden Moffitt 
27  Hayley Ackerman 

27  Laura Fenn 
28  Tom Flannery 
28  Linda Miller 
29  Ava Goetsch 
 

Anniversaries 
15  Don & Donna Bakken  48 years 
 

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s 
special day or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski 

Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or 
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church 
lobby. Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for 
$45; table centerpiece $35. Checks should be 
made payable to the Ruth Society and placed in 
the offering plate or lockbox by office entrance. 
Be sure to write Altar Flowers on the memo line. 
The Ruth Society would like to thank all those 
that have ordered flowers in the past and for 
honoring the Lord. 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox 
by the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and 
click on Electronic Giving under the Giving 
menu. Fill in the secure form with either 
credit card or checking account information 
to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on 
the Electronic Giving page on the website – 
just fill it out and drop off or mail to the 
church office. 

Faith at Home Options 
How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming 
Worship Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to 
be notified when new videos are posted) 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

