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ALL SAINTS’ DAY CELEBRATED 
 

Saturday, November 6 & Sunday, November 7 
On All Saints’ Day, we traditionally remember those who have died and joined the 
company of heaven. The company of heaven is continually praising God, so when 
we worship, we join those loved ones in praising God! To give us a picture of that, 
we invite you to bring along to worship this weekend a picture of a loved one who 
has died and joined the company of heaven. If you would like us to share that 

picture on our announcement slides, please email them to the church office at office@immanuelmokena.org 
no later than Wednesday, Nov. 3. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
We will be receiving new members by adult confirmation as well as 
welcoming new members who have transferred to our church on the 
weekend of November 6-7. Stay after the service, enjoy a snack, and 
welcome members who have joined us! Due to the pandemic, we were 
unable to welcome new members last year, so we will honor those who 
joined us in 2019-2021. Say hello to a new friend! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FELLOWSHIP FRIDAY 
By Lyn Thorne  
 

The Board would like to invite anyone who wants to join us for dinner on the 
2nd Friday each month. On Nov 12th, we will be having dinner at 6:30pm 
Camino Viejo, 19943 S. LaGrange Rd, Frankfort. 
 
Please RSVP by the 5th to lynthorne54@gmail.com 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MORNINGSTAR MISSION STARS OF HOPE 
By Sarah Bechtel 
 

Once again, the board of stewardship will have Stars of Hope available in early 
November — watch the lobby for the display. Each star has Christmas gift lists 
for a child served by MorningStar Mission in Joliet. Our congregation has been 
wonderfully supportive of this program in the past — thank you! Wrapped gifts 
will be due back in the church lobby no later than Sunday, November 28th. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER AT PANERA – New Date and Location! 
Monday, November 15 at the Panera Bread bakery-café at 7204 West 191st St., Tinley Park. Must use the 
flyer on the last page of this newsletter! For more info, see page 5. 

  

ITEMS 
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 

effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 

continuously reach out with love and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 

servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
SEP 
2021 

2021 
YTD 

2020 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 23,212 235,758 240,843 -5,085 -2 

Interest 15 1,421 2,016 -595 -30 

Facility 0 1,275 2,350 -1,075 -84 

Expense 26,187 242,340 258,429 -16,089 -7 

Balance -2,960 -3,886 -13,220 8,724 66 

 
> Mortgage Balance $0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live stream) to 
view the services live from the comfort of your 
home. Service times are listed above.  

 

Announcement & Items Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the November Items are due by November 
22 and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed after 
Decemeber 1st. The Items Newsletter is also available 
online at immanuelmokena.org 
 
* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 

_______________________________________ 

Official Acts 

Confirmation – October 30, 2021: 
Jarred Michael Schellhas 
 
Baptism – October 17, 2021: 
Raegan Leigh Burke, daughter of Rob & Becky 
Burke  

_______________________________________ 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during the 
worship service and outside of worship. Their job is to be 
of service to you in any cares/concerns you may have 
with the congregation and within your family. Here are 
your elders: 
 
Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
Elder 5:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 6:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 

Please follow the below instructions for submitting donations 
via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 

Ruth Society               Ruth Society 

* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside of 
your offering envelope where the funds should be designated. 

 
IN-PERSON SERVICES CONTINUE 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
We have limited congregational responses 
and singing during worship to help keep the 

spread of germs to a minimum.  
The praise band and organist will still perform 

in a limited capacity. 
_________________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 

 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  
Please Contact Us: 

Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 
Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

A Tale of Two Brothers 
 
The Barones. The Corleones. 
Two Italian-American families 
well known in Western culture. 

Both have some of the same attributes, as is often 
characteristic (if not stereotypical) of certain people 
groups. Loud, over-bearing mothers. Fathers who 
oscillate between aloof and intense. Siblings that 
engage in rivalry for parents' affections and 
approval. Food and time at the dinner table as a 
centerpiece of family life. The potential for tempers 
to flair at any moment. These and other Italian-
American tropes (whether deserved or not) play 
into the life of these two families, one depicted with 
great humor by Ray Romano and company in the 
sitcom Everybody Loves Raymond, and the other 
immortalized by novelist Mario Puzo and filmmaker 
Francis Ford Coppola in The Godfather. 
 
While these two families share much in common 
from their roots, they couldn't be more different in 
the way they handle relationships within the family. 
In particular, the relationships between two sets of 
brother showcase the contrast in approach to 
authentic, caring relationships. For the Barones, 
this is expressed in the constant back-and-forth 
between Raymond and his older brother Robert. 
The screenwriters make it abundantly clear that 
Raymond is the favored son of his mother Marie, 
and even though Robert has served as a New York 
City police officer for many years, his achievements 
in the community do little to remove the favoritism 
his younger brother receives. Ray's solid and 
fruitful marriage to his wife Debra, along with 
Robert's troubles in love and need to live with his 
parents, further solidifies Raymond's place in the 
pecking order. These seeming disparities are 
played for great comedy as Ray and Robbie get 
into consistent, constant competition over just 
about anything, sometimes to a baffling degree. 
Nevertheless, in spite of all the one-upmanship, the 
resolution of each of these brotherly jousts makes it 
obvious that the brothers have a deep, abiding love 
and affection for one another after the dust clears. 
It never stops them from "getting into it" again, but 
they know there is genuine care on the other side 
of it. 
 
Not so with the Corleones; the tone couldn't be a 
starker contrast. While the chosen professions of 
the Barone brothers are solid and upstanding 
(Raymond is a sports writer and Robert is a police 
officer), Michael and Fredo Corleone make their 

living as mobsters, criminals of the highest degree, 
hidden behind thinly-clad veils of valid business. 
They take after their father, whose life and career 
has been both marred and supported by murder 
and violence, and the boys take after him, seeking 
his approval and a share of his power. Fredo, the 
older yet weaker brother, yearns to get the respect 
that both his older brother Sonny and his younger 
brother Michael receive. when Michael becomes 
the new head of the family, the snub cuts deep. 
Fredo's resentment makes him more likely to put 
loyalty to the family on the back-burner... a fatal 
mistake. He makes a series of horrible decisions, 
even by mafia standards, that unmasks his 
betrayal. When Michael realizes that Fredo has 
sold him and the family out to a rival, he reaches 
his breaking point. "I know it was you, Fredo. You 
broke my heart. You broke my heart!" It doesn't 
take long for Fredo's demise to follow.  
 
On the outside, the Corleones present themselves 
as smooth, tough, and together, but underneath all 
the bravado is a culture that has little room for 
weakness and severely punishes failure. The 
relationship between Michael and Fredo is cold and 
calculated, lacking all the warm that characterizes 
the Barone brothers'. Moreover, it has the subtle 
but distinct tension of a pair of unevenly-matched 
boxers sparring, waiting for the stronger of the two 
to land a devastating, bout-ending blow to his 
weaker opponent. There is no grace, no allowance 
for mistakes, no middle ground. There is only 
power or loyalty to power. Fredo is weak, and 
doesn't belong. 
 
Now, I'm not an expert on either of these nuanced 
family stories, but my point is this: our life as God's 
family should be much more like the Barone's than 
like the Corleone's. I always say that family is 
messy, and sin does a fine job of creating 
spectacular messes. However, I would rather have 
a place in a family that acknowledges the 
messiness and turns to the One who can clean it 
up, now AND permanently, than live a cold, lifeless 
existence in a family that accepts only strength or 
cancelation. 
 
As we continue our conversations about cancel 
culture this month, I pray that we continue to stand 
firmly with God and His truth rather than allowing 
the culture and its narrative dissuade us from 
standing with God. In contrast, let's follow what 
God tells us through Paul in Ephesians 4: "Let all 
bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and slander 
be removed from you, along with all malice. And be 
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 



 
 

one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ" 
(vs. 31-32). God cancels our sins, refusing to stop 
pursuing us, refusing to cancel us from His family. 
This is why Jesus came. This is why Jesus died. 
This is why Jesus lives! We are beloved, not 
canceled! 
 
Many people in our world feel like they HAVE been 
canceled, and they need us to embody and express 
that the radical inclusion of Jesus is for them, too. 
So let's live to show our neighbors and all the world 
that they can belong to the best family ever! Guided 
by the Spirit, let's embrace the opportunities to lean 
into such life-giving interactions and conversations, 
because... 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 

_______________________________ 
 
TREATS FOR TROOPS HELD ON 10/24 
By Sarah Bechtel 

Kids and their parents had fun decorating 
pumpkins and their donations to Operation 
Care Package helped benefit deployed service 
members. Although we had to move from the 
outdoor pavilion to the lobby due to the rain, it 
was still a great event! Here are some pics of 
the kids with their creations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPERATION CARE PACKAGE DONATIONS 
OVERFLOWED! 
By Sarah Bechtel 

Thank you from the Board of Stewardship to all 
that were able to donate food donations for 
Operation Care Package. A very full carload of 
donations was dropped off to be used in 
putting together care packages for deployed 
service members.  
 
 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 

We have a team of youth and adults from 
Immanuel who are making plans to attend the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas next 
July.  We will be meeting together monthly to grow 
in our relationship with God and with one another.  
Please pray that God will bless our time together 
and remind us that He is in every part of our lives 
as we lean into the theme, 'In All Things.' 
 
M&Ms Fundraiser 
Don’t forget to return your M&M tubes to us by 
November 6/7 with quarters. If you don't want to put 
quarters in the tube, we will gladly accept dollars or 
checks. Checks can be made payable to 
“Immanuel Senior Youth”. All proceeds will directly 

support the Immanuel Team's Gathering Expenses. 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Panera Fundraiser 
Due to staffing shortages at Panera, we have 
rescheduled our Panera Fundraiser to a new date 
and location. On Monday, November 15, please 
head to the Panera at 7204 West 191st St., Tinley 
Park WITH our fundraiser flyer printed or 
accessible on your smartphone. (THE FLYER IS 
ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.) 
We will receive 20% of all purchases made 
showing our fundraising flyer from food and 
beverage sales all day on November 15. 
Thank you!  

 
 

A NEW CHRISTMAS 
TRADITION 
 - SAVE THE DATE – 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 
Submitted by Board of Christian 
Education 

 
Our Immanuel Preschool 

Director, Tracy, has suggested a new tradition for 
Immanuel. This year we will start by purchasing two 
live Christmas trees to be placed in front of our 
property next to the Immanuel signage. One 
Christmas tree will be decorated by the Preschool 
children and their families. The second tree will be 
decorated by members of our congregation with 
ornaments either made by the children and 
grandchildren of our families or ornaments that 
would be donated for the tree trimming. 
 
Regarding the donated ornaments, we suggest 
purchased ornaments be non-glass (maybe plastic 
globes, angels, stars, etc.) The ornaments would 
have to withstand the weather and they would not 
be returned to you. Here is a website with some 
ornament ideas. 
 
Please put Sunday, December 5 at 3 pm on your 
calendar to join Immanuel families to decorate our 
church Christmas tree and enjoy hot chocolate, 
cookies and fellowship. We are asking families to 
also bring canned goods and paper product 
donations for the Frankfort Food Pantry. 
Behind this idea is the hope that this will be a future 
tradition for Immanuel and each year additional 
Christmas trees will be added donated by our 
various church groups. Our community will drive or 
walk by and see this beautiful celebration of 
Christmas and perhaps some of the community 
organizations will participate in the future. 

https://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/homemade-christmas-ornaments.html
https://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/homemade-christmas-ornaments.html


 
 

RUTH SOCIETY 
 
Ruth Society will hold its first in-person meeting 
after 20 months on Thursday, November 4 at 7 pm. 
No food will be served but water will be available. 
Masks are required. We will be discussing the 
Christmas party. 
 

 

Thank you for the plant, 
thoughts and prayers 
during the time of my 
mom’s passing. It means 
more than you will ever 
know. My family and I are 
blessed to be here at 

Immanuel. Thank you again for all your kind 
thoughts and words. 
 
Blessings, 
Tracy Miranda and Family  
 

 

IMMANUEL EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
PASTOR’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
A generous donation has been given to our 
church to start a Scholarship Fund to be used 
by the Pastor’s children when they go to 
college. The church is following up on this 
donation, starting the Scholarship Fund, and 
asking our members if they would like to 
donate to this fund. The money will be kept in a 
savings account until the time that it is needed 
for college expenses. It will not go with the 
Pastor if he accepts a call to another 
congregation. The money is to be used by the 
children of the current Pastor of Immanuel. 
 
If you would like to donate to this Scholarship 
Fund, please make your check out to 
Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church and write 
Scholarship Fund on the memo line. You can 
also use one of the envelopes in your offering 
box and write Scholarship Fund on the 
envelope. This will be an ongoing fund. You 
can donate as often as you like, weekly, 
monthly, or annually. 
 
The Elders thank you for your generosity in 
supporting this endeavor. 

GOD’S KIDS CLUB 

You belong here 
 
There is always time to join us at God’s Kids Club! 
Sundays from 10:15 am to 11:15 am, children from 
2 years old to 8th grade are welcome to join us in 
person. Masks will be required. 
Click here to register for God's Kids Club for the 
2021-22 school year. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact Lyn Thorne at 708-805-4456. 
 

Update Your Info!  
New cell phone number? 

New email address? 
Please call or email the 

church office with your new 
information so you don’t miss out on our 
communications for church events/info!  
Church Office Contact Information:  

708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org 
 

 

Women of the Word 
We are meeting using 
Zoom. If you would like a 
link to be invited to our 
virtual Women of the Word, 

please send an email to Leeann 
at dceleeann04@yahoo.com. We will continue 
looking at the Sermon on the Mount. Newcomers 
are welcome!    
Meeting Dates:  November 8 & 22 
____________________________________ 
 

Men of the Word 
Men of the Word will be 
meeting at members’ homes 
outdoors. We will be reading 
and discussing a book 
called Saturate. Click here for a 

link for the book. 
Meeting Dates: November 1 & 15 

____________________________________ 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/s1sgm1zo035dxt9/
about:blank
mailto:dceleeann04@yahoo.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Saturate-Being-Disciples-Jesus-Everyday/dp/1433545993/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3AUDDJFQKFPH3&dchild=1&keywords=saturate+jeff+vanderstelt&qid=1629399969&sprefix=saturate%2Caps%2C283&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Saturate-Being-Disciples-Jesus-Everyday/dp/1433545993/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3AUDDJFQKFPH3&dchild=1&keywords=saturate+jeff+vanderstelt&qid=1629399969&sprefix=saturate%2Caps%2C283&sr=8-2


 

 

Birthdays 
1  Miriam Wilson 
2  Marshall Smith 
3  Jillian Banser 
3  Barbara Seivert 
5  Colin Marnul 
5  Michael Victor 
7  Gerald Lerner 
7  Penny Smith 
7  Christina Somerville 
8  Don Bakken 
9  Evelyn Bruno 
10  Nathan Clarke 
10  Debi Klode 
11  Tim Baker 
11  Jason Howard 
13  Bryan Dillberg 
13  Phyllis Soyk 
14  Weston Muniz 
16  Caleb Hack 
17  Jeannine Diab 
17  Jack Roberts 
17  Christian Woerner 
18  Eric Hostert 
18  Alison Kiedaisch 
18  Mark Oesterreich 
19  Chris Kloppmann 
19  Olivia Roberts 
20  Amy Lydic 
20  Kevin Smith 
21  Ryan Krause 
23  Kenny Thorne 
24  Hanna Ackerman 
25  Sam Olsen 
26  Cindy Heidkamp 
27  Robert Cupp 
28  Megan Golembiewski 
28  Emma Munson 
28  Morgan Obis 
28  Lauren Ruhe 
28  Joan Yunker 
29  Wanda Dillberg 
29  Nancy Kaczmarczyk 
29  Mason Marnul 
 

Anniversaries 

3  John & Sharla Wojno  14 years 
6  Jason & Kristine Nagy  11 years 
9  Timothy & Miriam Wilson  35 years 

11  Mark & Kimberly Oesterreich 15 years 
18  Joseph & Barbara Limanowski 32 years 
21  Lindsay & Kevin Ryan    6 years 
24  Edith & Frank Albers  59 years 
28  Jim & Susan Kruspe  49 years 

29  Robert & Marissa Krause   8 years 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special 
day or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski 

Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or 
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church lobby. 
Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for $45; 
table centerpiece #35. Checks should be made 
payable to the Ruth Society and placed in the 
offering plate or lockbox by office entrance. Be sure 
to write Altar Flowers on the memo line. The Ruth 
Society would like to thank all those that have 
ordered flowers in the past and for honoring the 
Lord. 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox by 
the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and click 
on Electronic Giving under the Giving menu. Fill 
in the secure form with either credit card or 
checking account information to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on the 
Electronic Giving page on the website – just fill 
it out and drop off or mail to the church office. 

 
Faith at Home Options 
How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming 
Worship Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to be 
notified when new videos are posted) 

about:blank


 

 
 


