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GODCONNECTS – ADULT INSTRUCTION  
GodConnects is an adult instruction course in Christianity for those desiring to 
become members of our church or simply curious about what we believe. It will be 
taught in two sessions in October. The first session will be offered on October 2 & 
9 at 9 a.m. (Only need to attend one of these.) The second session will be offered 
on October 16 & 23 at 9 a.m. (Also need to attend only one of these.) Click here to 
register! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FREE WILL OFFERING FOR ST. PAUL’S-BEECHER 
By Sarah Bechtel 

As many of you know, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Beecher suffered a 
devastating fire on September 19th, and the 150 year old building is a total loss. 
Funds to assist St. Paul’s are being collected through Lutheran Church 
Charities. We will have a free will offering the weekend of October 2nd and 3rd 
which will then be passed on to this fund. Thank you for prayerfully considering 
your participation in this effort.  If you wish to learn more — you can find the 
article at NIDnews.org. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TREATS FOR TROOPS 
By Sarah Bechtel 

Sunday, Oct. 24th from 2 to 4 pm --- Outdoor Pavilion 
The Board of Outreach is hosting Treats for Troops this year (instead of Trunk or 
Treat). This event will benefit Operation Care Package, which is an all-volunteer, 
non-profit organization dedicated to making sure no deployed service member goes 
without mail. We will invite the community to come and decorate pumpkins and ask 
them to bring donations for OCP. We will need help preparing the pumpkins 
and decorating supplies as well as assistance on the day of the event. If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Sarah Bechtel at sjbechtel30@gmail.com or 847-712-8649. Event information will be posted on the 
website soon. 
 
Operation Care Package Collection – 10/16 to 10/24 
In conjunction with Treats for Troops, the Board of Stewardship will also be asking the congregation for 
donations for Operation Care Package. We will collect items in the church lobby from 10/16 through 10/24. 
Below is a list of items they ask for to fill the care packages for service members. Thank you for any 
donations you can provide! 
 
Protein Bars                  Coffee – Ground: any size singles to large cans or bags 
Instant Oatmeal                  Pre-sweetened powdered Kool-aid, Gatorade 
Boxed Cereal                   Kool aid singles or similar 
Easy Mac & Cheese                  Hot chocolate, hot cider packets 
Microwave Popcorn                  Jerky, Slim Jims, Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks 
Canned Tuna, Chicken                 Canned Fruit, Dried Fruit, Fruit Snacks 
Small boxes of crackers                 Cup-a-Soup, Top Ramen, Dinty Moore 
Canned Hearty Soup, Ravioli, Stew      Peanut Butter / Jelly (No Glass Please) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

ITEMS 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w10ukskd0b3lrlb/
https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w10ukskd0b3lrlb/
https://nidnews.org/st-pauls-lutheran-church-beecher-fire/
mailto:sjbechtel30@gmail.com


 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 

effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 

continuously reach out with love and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 

servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
AUG 
2021 

2021 
YTD 

2020 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 33,560 212,546 222,402 -9,856 -4 

Interest 273 1,405 1,486 -81 -5 

Facility 200 1,275 2,150 -875 -69 

Expense 29,953 216,153 225,706 -9,553 -4 

Balance 4,080 -927 332 -1,259  

 
> Mortgage Balance $167,576.42 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live stream) to 
view the services live from the comfort of your 
home. Service times are listed above.  

 

Announcement & Items Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the November Items are due by October 25 
and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed after 
November 1st. The Items Newsletter is also available 
online at immanuelmokena.org 
 
* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 

_______________________________________ 

Official Acts 

Baptism – September 12, 2021: 
Elliot Joan Beechy, daughter of Jake & Kimberly 
Beechy  

 
_______________________________________ 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during the 
worship service and outside of worship. Their job is to be 
of service to you in any cares/concerns you may have 
with the congregation and within your family. Here are 
your elders: 
 
Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
Elder 5:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 6:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 

Please follow the below instructions for submitting donations 
via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 

Ruth Society               Ruth Society 

* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside of 
your offering envelope where the funds should be designated. 

 
IN-PERSON SERVICES CONTINUE 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
We have limited congregational responses 
and singing during worship to help keep the 

spread of germs to a minimum.  
The praise band and organist will still perform 

in a limited capacity. 
_________________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 

 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  
Please Contact Us: 

Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 
Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Miracles Still 
Happen...Discuss! 
 
"Question: If a tree falls in the 
forest and no one's around, and 

it hits a mime, does anyone care?" This is the dark 
humor of the cartoonist Gary Larson, best known 
for his single-cell comic strip The Far Side. Its 
oddball humor has often tickled my funny bone, and 
at other times struck me as just... weird. But then 
again, that's probably a big part of why I like it. In 
the case of this particular quote, Larson's humor is 
not only comical, but also insightful and poignant. 
 
If something happens outside of the realm of your 
personal experience, does it matter? If you don't 
have empirical evidence, did it actually happen? 
There's a big part of what we believe as Christians 
when it comes to miraculous occurrences. The 
Bible is littered with God's mighty power on display 
for all to see, identify, and remember. Here are just 
a few examples: 
 
"Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. 
The Lord drove the sea back with a powerful east 
wind all that night and turned the sea into dry land. 
So the waters were divided, and the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with the waters like 
a wall to them on their right and their left" (Exodus 
14:21-22, CSB). 
 
"[Elijah prayed,] 'Answer me, Lord! Answer me so 
that this people will know that you, the Lord, are 
God and that you have turned their hearts back.' 
Then the Lord’s fire fell and consumed the burnt 
offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it 
licked up the water that was in the trench" (1 Kings 
18:37-38, CSB). 
 
"After [Jesus] said this, He shouted with a loud 
voice, 'Lazarus, come out!' The dead man came out 
bound hand and foot with linen strips and with his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
'Unwrap him and let him go'" (John 11:43-44, CSB). 
 
"God was performing extraordinary miracles by 
Paul’s hands, so that even facecloths or aprons 
that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, 
and the diseases left them, and the evil spirits 
came out of them" (Acts 19:11-12, CSB). 
 
At this point, you don't have to be a Bible scholar to 
know that this list doesn't begin to scratch the 
surface of the historical evidence of God's 

miraculous actions in this world. Acts He used to 
save and protect His people, and to show all 
creation His loving intentions. In fact, this list leaves 
out three miracles that encapsulate the beating 
heart of the Christian faith: the Incarnation (God 
becoming human), the death of Jesus (God dying is 
pretty miraculous, if we're honest), and the 
Resurrection of the Son of God at Easter. Even that 
final miracle had to be expressed with a certain 
amount of experiential evidence to be believed by 
Jesus' closest followers, and one disciple pushed 
that investigation to its breaking point (John 20:19-
29). I like to call him "Thomas the Scientist" rather 
than the traditional "Doubter." 
 
Yet, the greatest miracles that can happen are 
much akin to what Jesus does right after He 
presents the empirical evidence of His resurrected 
life. He says words we all need to hear, LONG to 
hear: "Peace. Be still. Don't be afraid. I'm here." To 
anyone who has ever faced sin's brokenness and 
what it does to a person's body, mind, and spirit 
throughout one's life, these are life-changing words. 
Miraculous words. To be released from fear 
because there is nothing left to fear (not even 
death!) is a miracle. To have a God who is as close 
to us as our next heartbeat, because Jesus' death 
unites us to Him, is a miracle. To find supernatural 
stillness in a turbulent world IS a miracle. So as 
much as we may look for supernatural evidence of 
God in a world where what we can observe in 
essence is matter and energy, the greatest 
miracles God has ever accomplished are the ones 
that turn a person's heart back to Him. 
 
I am a thankful recipient of that miracle. God has 
worked on my heart throughout my life, and I'm 
thankful to be the person I am today because of His 
consistent, gracious work in my life. You also are a 
recipient of that miracle. God continues to work on 
you, to transform you into someone more like Him. 
Someone who trusts Him. Someone who acts more 
like Jesus. And along the way, I'm sure He's 
provided you with ample evidence in the natural 
world that could properly be described as 
miraculous. Whether it's technological 
breakthroughs that we take for granted today but 
would have appeared magical in eras gone by, or 
circumstances in your life that a materialist would 
explain away as coincidence or "luck," you have 
evidence that God is still doing extraordinary, 
miraculous things in an ordinary life like yours. 
 
So will you firmly believe that God can still do 
miracles? Not just theoretically, as we're honor-
bound to do as Christians, but in actuality? Will you 



 
 

be willing to boldly ask God to do miracles in your 
life and the lives of those around you, trusting that 
His answer will bring the greatest good? I'm 
learning to say, "Yes!" to those questions. I pray 
you will join me. I firmly believe that God is on the 
move here in our midst at Immanuel, and He's 
leading us to places that we wouldn't have 
imagined in the past. "Now to Him who is able to do 
above and beyond all that we ask or think 
according to the power that works in us— to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen!" (Ephesians 
3:20-21). 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 
 

_______________________________ 
 
  
PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUND RENOVATION 

COMPLETED 
Thank you to the Boy Scout Troop that meets at 
Immanuel and the three Eagle scouts, Kevin Dion, 
Andrew Fornnarino, and Billy Zoetvelt for the newly 
renovated playground!  

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 
NEWS 
By Leeann Schellhas 

We have a team of youth and adults from 
Immanuel who are making plans to attend the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas next 
July.  We will be meeting together monthly to grow 
in our relationship with God and with one another.  
Please pray that God will bless our time together 
and remind us that He is in every part of our lives 
as we lean into the theme, 'In All Things.' 
 
M&Ms Fundraiser 
Please stop in the Lobby after worship services on 
the weekends of October 9/10 and October 16/17 
to take home a tube of mini M&Ms, enjoy the sweet 
treat, and return to us by November 6/7 with 
quarters.  If you don't want to put quarters in the 
tube, we will gladly accept dollars or checks.  All 
proceeds will directly support the Immanuel Team's 
Gathering Expenses.  Thank you in advance. 
 
Panera Fundraiser 
On Monday, October 25, please head to our local 
Panera at 11069 West Lincoln Highway, Frankfort 
IL WITH our fundraiser flyer printed or accessible 
on your smartphone. (THE FLYER IS ON THE 
LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.) 
We will receive 20% of all purchases made 
showing our fundraising flyer from food and 
beverage sales all day on October 25. 
Thank you!  

 
 

MORTGAGE 
BONFIRE  
By Lyn Thorne 

A Mortgage Bonfire 
Celebration will be held 
Sunday, Oct 3rd, 5 to 7 
pm behind the church. 

Let's celebrate all the blessings God has given 
Immanuel with a celebratory burning of the paid off 
mortgage bonfire. Bring a log for the fire, a 
beverage to toast with, a chair to sit on, and a 
snack to eat. If you know someone who does not 
check email often, share this with them and invite 
them to join us! 
 



 
 

EXECUTIVE DESK FREE TO A GOOD HOME! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for a home for old desk. It is 67" x 72" x 
30" deep. Very sturdy but worn. Free to a good 
home. Computer and printer not included. Contact 
Lyn Thorne if interested. 
 

 

CONNECTION CARD 
Check out our new connection card! It has the 
weekly Launching Point from the sermon, Bible 
readings and prayer for the week, and our prayer 
list. Pick one up at the Welcome Center each week 
or find it on the homepage of our website 
immanuelmokena.org 
 

 

GOD’S KIDS CLUB 

You belong here 
 
There is always time to join us at God’s Kids Club! 
Sundays from 10:15 am to 11:15 am, children from 
2 years old to 8th grade are welcome to join us in 
person. Masks will be required. 
Click here to register for God's Kids Club for the 
2021-22 school year. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact Lyn Thorne at 708-805-4456. 
 

Update Your Info!  
New cell phone number? 

New email address? 
Please call or email the 

church office with your new 
information so you don’t miss out on our 
communications for church events/info!  
Church Office Contact Information:  

708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org 
 

 
LWML ZONE 16 FALL 
WORKSHOP 
October 16th  - 9 to Noon 
Trinity, Tinley Park  
Bring a NEW bed pillow for My 
Joyful Heart 
Mission Activity - Decorating 
Pillowcases  

Talk to Barb Belanski for more information. 
 

 
Women of the Word 
We are meeting using 
Zoom. If you would like a 
link to be invited to our 
virtual Women of the Word, 

please send an email to Leeann 
at dceleeann04@yahoo.com. We will continue 
looking at the Sermon on the Mount. Newcomers 
are welcome!    
Meeting Dates:  October 11 & 25 
____________________________________ 
 

Men of the Word 
Men of the Word will be 
meeting at members’ homes 
outdoors. We will be reading 
and discussing a book 
called Saturate. Click here for a 

link for the book. 
Meeting Dates: October 4 & 18 

____________________________________ 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 
The church office hours 
are Monday – Friday 

12:30-4:30 p.m. Michelle is teaching preschool in 
the morning and then working in the church office in 
the afternoon. 
________________________________________ 
 

https://www.immanuelmokena.org/home
https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/s1sgm1zo035dxt9/
about:blank
mailto:dceleeann04@yahoo.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Saturate-Being-Disciples-Jesus-Everyday/dp/1433545993/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3AUDDJFQKFPH3&dchild=1&keywords=saturate+jeff+vanderstelt&qid=1629399969&sprefix=saturate%2Caps%2C283&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Saturate-Being-Disciples-Jesus-Everyday/dp/1433545993/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3AUDDJFQKFPH3&dchild=1&keywords=saturate+jeff+vanderstelt&qid=1629399969&sprefix=saturate%2Caps%2C283&sr=8-2


 
 

LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP 
 
The Alpha Alumni Chapter of Beta Sigma Psi - 
National Lutheran Fraternity is offering a $3,000 
scholarship given out to a Lutheran male freshman 
attending the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign in Fall 2022. There is no obligation to 
join Beta Sigma Psi or be related to a member of 
the fraternity to receive this award. Runner-ups 
may be eligible for $500. Our scholarship 
application may be found online at 
https://forms.gle/jpisvM9B7zoRgUY2A. All 
applications are due March 5th, 2022.  
 
The Beta Sigma Psi Educational Foundation also 
offers additional scholarships and grant 
opportunities for members of the Lutheran 
community attending University of Illinois as well as 
other colleges and universities. These opportunities 
can be found here 
https://www.betasigmapsi.org/scholarships-for-
high-school-students/  

 
 

 

TRINITY NEW LENOX CRAFT FAIR 

Trinity Lutheran Church, New Lenox invites you to 

their annual Craft & Vendor Fair, Saturday, October 

16, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Free admission! Many crafters 

including woodworking, soaps, knitted and 

crocheted crafts, jewelry, and more; plus vendors 

with companies such as Tupperware, Usborne 

Books, Thirty-One. Trinity is located at 508 N. 

Cedar Rd. in New Lenox, three blocks north of the 

Metra station. All proceeds benefit the youth group 

as they prepare for the 2022 National Youth 

Gathering. 

PORTALS OF PRAYER 

 

October- December issues of Portals of Prayer are 

now available in the Welcome Center and in the 

pick-up/drop-off bin by the church office door. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

“[L]ife ministry is about walking together, 

bearing one another’s burdens, and 

celebrating the lives God has given us. Life 

ministry is assisting the mother who is 

struggling in the pew with her ‘busy’ 

preschooler. Life ministry is encouraging the 

father whose unbelieving wife just left him. 

Life ministry is visiting the sick and elderly, 

preparing meals for the grieving, celebrating 

with the newlyweds. Christ’s Church 

continues to bring the message of new life 

into each and every heart. And that is a 

beautiful thing!” Deaconess Rachel Geraci, 

former Mission and Ministry Director for 

Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

https://forms.gle/jpisvM9B7zoRgUY2A
https://www.betasigmapsi.org/scholarships-for-high-school-students/
https://www.betasigmapsi.org/scholarships-for-high-school-students/


 

 

Birthdays 
1  Bob Fleckenstein 
1  Greg Strobel 
2  Gary Banser 
3  Kim Horneij 
4  James Kruspe 
5  Leo Cleary 
5  Russ Fleckenstein 
7  Ray Fleckenstein 
7  Timothy Knight 
7  Laura Stubbe 
9  Lyn Thorne 
9  Tim Victor 
11  Layla Wojno 
12  Bill Pomykala 
13  Jimmy Bowlds 
14  Dave Ebert 
14  Susan Kruspe 
14  Lee Zagrakalis 
15  Amy Zagrakalis 
16  Leslie Cosich 
17  Sharon Schwanbeck 
19  Becky Burke 
20  Jolene Baker 
20  Kerry Gerken 
21  Lynn Gilmore 
21  Scarlett Pattenaude 
22  Sierra Perrin 
23  Wendy Nagy 
23  Karen Tatro 
23  Karen Vrshek 
24  Nasser Diab 
24  Bruce Karpola 
25  Ted Fenn 
25  JoAnna Rowell 
25  Kelly Snedden 
26  Dale Disabato 
27  Christina Temple 
28  Kathy Cleary 
28  Emilia Stimatz 
30  Wren Tehako 
31  Lauren Maranto 
31  Shirley Schulz 
 

Anniversaries 

1  Dale & Kathy Disabato    44 years 
4  Carole & John Ellis    24 years 
5  Cheryl & Dennis Thompson   47 years 
7  Melissa & John Leemhuis     4 years 

11  George & Deborah Tolsky   41 years 
12  Kyle & Jodi Klode    36 years 
12  Lance & Dee Dee Nilsen   30 years 
15  Bill & Doreen Pomykala   38 years 
16  Carol & John Golembiewski   45 years 
20  Bruce & Diane Braner    48 years 
20  Jamie & Beth Smith    15 years 
26  Patrick & Amy Lydic    30 years 
28  Ed & Rita Nykrin    26 years 
30  John & Kim Horneij    28 years 
31  Donald & Gail Compagnoni   63 years 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special 
day or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski 

Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or 
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church lobby. 
Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for $45; 
table centerpiece #35. Checks should be made 
payable to the Ruth Society and placed in the 
offering plate or lockbox by office entrance. Be sure 
to write Altar Flowers on the memo line. The Ruth 
Society would like to thank all those that have 
ordered flowers in the past and for honoring the 
Lord. 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox by 
the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and click 
on Electronic Giving under the Giving menu. Fill 
in the secure form with either credit card or 
checking account information to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on the 
Electronic Giving page on the website – just fill 
it out and drop off or mail to the church office. 

 
Faith at Home Options 
How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming 
Worship Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to be 
notified when new videos are posted) 

about:blank


 

 
 


