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FACE MASKS REQUIRED INDOORS 
As of August 30, masks will be required inside the church building until further notice. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
By Jerry Vrshek 

The Elders are planning to have communion on the first and third Sundays 
in September.  We are planning to be outside on the second and fourth 
Sundays in September.  However, we would like to be outside most 
Sundays, weather permitting.  In order to do this we need some help setting 
up and taking down the outside speaker system, equipment, and 
keyboard.  We start setting up at 8:00 am.  The equipment is stored near the 
entrance to Heritage Hall.  If you want to help, please contact the church office and let Michelle know which 
Sunday(s) you can help.   Sept. 12, 19, 26, and Oct. 3. We will also need your help to put everything away 
after Service.   We can't do it without your help! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MORTGAGE PAYOFF UPDATE 
 

Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of our members, we raised  
$49,420 in donations and matching funds, far exceeding our initial goal of 
$30,000. We were able to pay off the mortgage of $164,809.62 from these 
sources: 
 
Mortgage Payoff Donations: $49,420.00 
Matured CD:                         $89,699.73 
Savings:                                $25,689.89 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

RED LETTER “BEING” CHALLENGE 
 
Join us in the new “Being” Challenge from Red Letter Challenge! The kickoff will be on 
September 12 and will connect with the sermon series and Adult Bible Class, which 
begin that day. Pick up your book for $20 in the library or church office to be ready to 
start this exciting challenge!  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STARTING AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER! 
 

Preschool – Tuesday, September 7, 9:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Class – Wednesday, September 8, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
God’s Kids Club – Sunday, September 12, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study – Sunday, September 12, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
 
Rededication of Updated Preschool Playground – Sunday, September 12, 10:00 a.m. 

  

ITEMS 



 
 

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 

1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 

effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 

continuously reach out with love and service." 
 

Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 

servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
JUN 
2021 

2021 
YTD 

2020 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 25,262 156,449 166,899 -10,450 -6 

Interest 520 1,114 1,409 -295 -21 

Facility 300 1,075 1,700 -625 -37 

Expense 29,269 159,830 174,296 -14,466 -8 

Balance -3,187 1,192 -4,288 15,411 147 

 
> Mortgage Balance $167,576.42 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship  
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or 
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live stream) to 
view the services live from the comfort of your 
home. Service times are listed above.  

 

Announcement & Items Publishing 
Announcements are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
Articles for the October Items are due by September 27 
and will be on our website, emailed, and mailed after 
October 1st. The Items Newsletter is also available 
online at immanuelmokena.org 
 
* Please consider signing up on our website to 
receive the newsletter via email. 

_______________________________________ 

Official Acts 

Baptism – August 29, 2021: 
Autumn Jade & Colton David Ryan, children of 
Kevin & Lindsay Strobel Ryan 
 
Funeral – August 21, 2021: 
Charlie Wood (August 21, 1933 – July 20, 2021) 
 
Installation – August 1, 2021: 
Tracy Miranda, Preschool Director 
 

See pictures on page 5. 
_______________________________________ 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during the 
worship service and outside of worship. Their job is to be 
of service to you in any cares/concerns you may have 
with the congregation and within your family. Here are 
your elders: 
 
Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  312-952-1727 
Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
Elder 4:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
Elder 5:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
Elder 6:  Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855 
 
Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

Donations To Special Groups 

Please follow the below instructions for submitting donations 
via check to any of the following groups. 
GROUP                                MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
Rays of HOPE             Rays Of Hope 
God’s Kids Club         Immanuel Lutheran 
Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club 

Ruth Society               Ruth Society 

* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside of 
your offering envelope where the funds should be designated. 

 
IN-PERSON SERVICES CONTINUE 

Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am 

 
We have limited congregational responses 
and singing during worship to help keep the 

spread of germs to a minimum.  
The praise band and organist will still perform 

in a limited capacity. 
_________________________________ 

 
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL, 

 PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?  
Please Contact Us: 

Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2 
Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1 



 
 

CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Many Books 
 
"There is no end to the making 
of many books, and much study 
wearies the body" (Ecclesiastes 

12:12b, CSB). 
 
Books, books...more books! I have too many. I 
don't read enough. And yet, God continues to place 
things before me to read, and sometimes to pass 
on to others around me. Here are a couple that you 
may have heard me mention or talk about that I 
think are worth your while. 
 
BEING Challenge (Zach Zehnder) 
Pastor Zach is back! At the beginning of 2019, we 
took a journey as a congregation through the Red 
Letter Challenge. In that corporate study of the 
words of Jesus and putting them into practice for 40 
days, I saw so many seeds of growth that are 
continuing to bear fruit to this day. It's time to dig in 
again and grow as a congregation. If there's one 
book on this list that I would most highly 
recommend for us as a group of Jesus-followers 
seeking to walk together, this is it. 
 
One of the hardest things to do is to simply BE. If 
we're using biblical language, then we have no 
farther to look than John 15 and Jesus' admonition 
to "abide" in Him as He abides in the Father, so 
that like a vine, we bear much fruit. God continues 
to call me to learn from Him what my identity is 
supposed to BE. This world does a pretty good job 
of distorting the image of God that He has placed 
on you and me, and it's easy for us to believe the 
enemy's lies about who we should BE. This is a 
chance to rediscover what it means to truly BE a 
very much-loved child of God and what it means to 
live that identity out every day. DOing always flows 
out of BEing, not the other way around, when it 
comes to our relationship with God. That's grace! 
 
Future Church (Will Mancini and Cory Hartman) 
For the past 7 years or so, I've been intentionally 
learning what it means to follow Jesus by being a 
disciple who makes disciples, just like He did and 
as He commanded. It's been a long journey, and in 
many ways I feel like I'm just getting my feet under 
me. At the same time, I have known the joy of 
seeing people who love Jesus and seek to follow 
Him come alive in new and significant ways as we 
gather around His Word and Gifts, as we discern 
together what He's trying to tell us, and as we 
earnestly walk in the direction He points us. It's 

deep, faithful growth, and the fruit is so patently 
good. It's something I want for all God's people. 
 
In this journey, I have noticed that what the 
church does, how it structures and orients itself, 
what it values, and how it functions doesn't always 
align with this disciple-making goal. I have often 
been at a loss to describe that issue well, especially 
without unnecessarily raising the hackles of those 
who might misunderstand for one reason or 
another. The goal of church is not, as Will Mancini 
and Cory Hartman point out in this book, a more 
dynamic pastor or flashy programs that draw 
crowds or functional, aesthetically pleasing 
buildings or a close group of friends who get 
together once a week. Don't get me wrong. All of 
those things are important (as Mancini is quick to 
point out...and I agree!). But shouldn't those things 
all point to a deeper life for God's people? Quoting 
Alan Hirsch and Tim Katchim, the book reminds us, 
"It is not so much that the church of God has a 
mission as the mission of God has a church." If 
we're going to engage in the mission of God in a 
meaningful and world-changing way, we're 
probably going to need to have our hearts and 
patterns trained in a new way that more closely 
mimics the ways of Jesus. This is the essence of 
discipleship. 
 
The question for me has always been how to bring 
the organized church into conversation with the 
process of discipleship when they often seem 
incompatible. I'm not even close to having all the 
answers, but this book has certainly provided me 
with a wealth of healthy perspectives, practical 
wisdom, and a winsome but faithful expression of 
many concepts I often fail to communicate well. 
There is a tension between the organized and the 
organic, but faithful growth and biblical fruit are 
found between the two. Future Church gets the 
conversation started. Its purpose is to touch off a 
variety of "a-ha" moments for us to address and 
wrestle with. It bravely speaks the truth then 
provides a healthy framework for a way forward. 
Please give it a read and join me in the 
conversation. 
 
Saturate (Jeff Vanderstelt) 
Being on the mission of God every day seems like 
a lot of work, right? If you don't have time or energy 
to put one more item into an already-busy life, 
where does this fit? This book encourages us to 
see each day as an opportunity to be saturated with 
God's grace, presence, and power, and to saturate 
those around us with His goodness wherever we 
go. I've often used the term "Jesus-in-the-room" 



 
 

people to describe what this looks like. In any room 
into which you step, you get to be Jesus to other 
people. So Jesus is present in and through you. 
Jesus is always in the room, and you get to be His 
representative wherever you go. As we each do our 
small part in growing the Kingdom, God uses us 
collectively to saturate the world with His grace and 
goodness. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross is 
never more alive than when we love people around 
us, and His resurrection hope is never more alive 
than when we bring good news to those who live in 
difficult situations. The guys who attend Men of the 
Word with me every other Monday night are going 
to be talking about this, but I'd heartily recommend 
this to both men and women who want to follow 
Jesus in everyday life. 
 
I am confident that God is on the move in our midst, 
in this season and always. The truth in His Book, 
the Bible, and all other books that point back to it, 
amplify it, and deliver it in new and life-giving ways 
will always remain. I hope that you pick one (or 
more!) of these up, ruminate on it, wrestle with it, 
and let it exhaust you in all the right ways. So 
here's to good reading, and good following, 
because wherever Jesus goes and His people 
follow... 
 
Adventure is out there! 
Pastor Aaron 
 
 
_______________________________ 
 
DONATION FOR HAITI 
By Sarah Bechtel 

 
The 7.2 magnitude earthquake that struck the 
island nation of Haiti on Saturday, August 14th, has 
created an immediate need for aid. Immanuel's 
Board of Stewardship has already sent a $500 
donation to Lutheran World Relief in response to 
this disaster. This donation was possible because 
of a new budget line item created this year to allow 
the board of stewardship to quickly respond to 
situations like this on behalf of the congregation.  

 
If you are considering a personal donation to the 
relief efforts in Haiti, please consider Lutheran 
World Relief or LCMS Disaster Relief . Both 
organizations have a long history of sharing God's 
love by providing for the needs of people around 
the world.  

 
 

PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUND RENOVATION 
COMPLETED 

Submitted by Board of Christian Education 

Immanuel Lutheran Church and Preschool is very 
excited to announce the completion of the 
preschool playground renovation project taken on 
by the Boy Scout Troop that meets at Immanuel 
and where the Marquardt boys, Will and Jason, 
became Eagle scouts. We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to the three Eagle scouts, Kevin Dion, 
Andrew Fornnarino, and Billy Zoetvelt, along with 
the many volunteers who assisted them in both the 
planning, fund raising for supplies ($15,000+), and 
physical labor of over 265 man hours, with no cost 
to the church or preschool. We are so grateful to all 
the individuals and companies for their generosity 
and hard work.  A special thank you to those that 
donated their time and to the following businesses 
for their generous donations: Whitmore Ace 
Hardware, Alsip Nursery, Home Depot, Ozinga, 
Slager Brothers Construction, and Mulch It. 
 
Please join us after the church service on 
September 12 for the rededication of the 
updated playground. 
 
Here are the before and after pictures of the 
Preschool playground. It looks awesome! 

 

BEFORE 
 

AFTER 

https://lwr.org/
https://lwr.org/
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response


 
 

 
GODCONNECTS – ADULT INSTRUCTION  

GodConnects is an adult 
instruction course in 
Christianity for those 
desiring to become 
members of our church or 
simply curious about 
what we believe. It will be 
taught in two sessions in 

October. The first session will be offered on 
October 2 & 9 at 9 a.m. (Only need to attend one of 
these.) The second session will be offered on 
October 16 & 23 at 9 a.m. (Also need to attend only 
one of these.) Click here to register! 
 

 
AUGUST PICTURES 

Baptism August 29 -  Autumn Jade & Colton David, 
twin children of Kevin & Lindsay Ryan, pictured 
here with their sponsors 

Installation August 1 – Tracy Miranda, Preschool 
director, pictured here with her family 
 

 

CONNECTION CARD 
Check out our new connection card! It has the 
weekly Launching Point from the sermon, Bible 
readings and prayer for the week, and our prayer 
list. Pick one up at the Welcome Center each week 
or find it on the homepage of our website 
immanuelmokena.org 
 

 

GOD’S KIDS CLUB 

You belong here 
 
Calling all of God’s Children! God's Kids Club is 
available for all children (2 years to 8th grade)  
Beginning Sunday, September 12th from 10:15 am 
to 11:15 am, children from 2 years old to 8th grade 
are welcome to join us in person. Masks will be 
required. 
Click here to register for God's Kids Club for the 
2021-22 school year. If you are a returning student, 
you will only need to update the registration with 
changes from the previous year.  

“Littles” class of two-year-olds to kindergarten  
This is such a special time where we can plant the 
seeds of faith and water them with stories from the 
Bible to grow their faith into a true relationship with 
Jesus. Each child is accompanied by a parent or 
grandparent. This class is led by a teacher and 
allows parents to encourage and nurture their 
children as they learn about Jesus together. 
Children learn about their Lord and Savior and 
watch their parents make church and Sunday 
School an integral part of the family's faith life.  

Grades 1st through 4th 
This is a fun, safe place to learn about God. With 
stories, songs, and activities to support what 
matters most—helping kids love God and others!  

Grades 5th through 8th 
At this age finding our way in this world can be 
hard. At this level, we want to support our parents 

https://immanuelmokena.wufoo.com/forms/w10ukskd0b3lrlb/
https://www.immanuelmokena.org/home


 
 

and their faith plan by giving their children a safe 
and fun place to build on their faith to call it their 
own.  
Note: Confirmation for 5th through 8th grade  
Your children will need to be enrolled in 
confirmation and will have a specific e-learning 
curriculum led by Pastor. Select Ministries Tab and 
Select Children and register for confirmation.  
We are so excited to welcome your children to our 
program. If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Lyn Thorne at 708-805-4456. If you have 
any friends or neighbors that would enjoy 
participating, please share our information.  
We love sharing the love of Jesus! We are so 
excited to welcome your children to our program. If 
you have any questions, feel free to contact Lyn 
Thorne at 708-805-4456. If you have any friends or 
neighbors that would enjoy participating, please 
share our information.  
 

 

Update Your Info!  
New cell phone number? 
New email address? 
Please call or email the 
church office with your new 

information so you don’t miss out on our 
communications for church events/info!  
Church Office Contact Information:  
708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org 
 

 
FALL GATHERING 
LWML Fall Gathering is 
September 25, 9:00 a.m. – 
2:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Elgin. You 
can attend in person or via live 
stream. The featured speakers 

are from Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries. 
Afternoon activities include lunch, hands on mission 
work, and closing litany. Registration forms are in 
the Welcome Center. Registration deadline is 
September 15. Talk to Barb Belanski for more 
information. 
 

 

 

Women of the Word 
We are meeting using 
Zoom. If you would like a 
link to be invited to our 
virtual Women of the Word, 

please send an email to Leeann 
at dceleeann04@yahoo.com. We will continue 
looking at the Sermon on the Mount. Newcomers 
are welcome!    
Meeting Dates:  September 13 & 27 
____________________________________ 
 

Men of the Word 
Men of the Word will be 
meeting at members’ homes 
outdoors. They will be reading 
and discussing a book 
called Saturate. Click here for a 

link for the book. 
Meeting Dates: September 20 

____________________________________ 

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 
Beginning August 30, 
the church office hours 

will be Monday – Friday 12:30-4:30 p.m. Michelle 
will be teaching preschool in the morning and then 
work in the church office in the afternoon. 
________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS STUDENTS 
 
Know a college student attending University of 
Illinois in Champaign? University Lutheran Church 
is the LCMS congregation right next to the campus 
of the University of Illinois. Pastor Michael 
Schuermann would like to reach out to students or 
others residing in the Champaign area. He can be 
contacted at: 
 
(cell) 217-299-2353 
(email) pastor@uniluchampaign.org 
(web) https://uniluchampaign.org 
 

about:blank
mailto:dceleeann04@yahoo.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Saturate-Being-Disciples-Jesus-Everyday/dp/1433545993/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3AUDDJFQKFPH3&dchild=1&keywords=saturate+jeff+vanderstelt&qid=1629399969&sprefix=saturate%2Caps%2C283&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Saturate-Being-Disciples-Jesus-Everyday/dp/1433545993/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3AUDDJFQKFPH3&dchild=1&keywords=saturate+jeff+vanderstelt&qid=1629399969&sprefix=saturate%2Caps%2C283&sr=8-2
mailto:pastor@uniluchampaign.org
https://uniluchampaign.org/


 
 

 
 

VITAS VOLUNTEERS 

Faith in Action – Have you received hope, comfort 

and love at a time in your life when you needed it 

most? Do you feel it’s time to give to others the 

blessings you have received? 

 

There are hospice patients in your area that would 

benefit greatly from your companionship and 

encouragement. We are currently look for knitters, 

crocheters and sewers for our comfort care hospice 

program. Volunteers would create blankets, robes, 

draw string bags, prayer shawls and other needed 

items for hospice patients. Your volunteer time 

would suit your schedule and your location. 

 

Also donations of yarn, fleece and material are also 

needed and welcomed! 

 

Find out more about the team of caring VITAS 

Volunteers by calling Joanna Voorhees at  VITAS 

Healthcare of Chicagoland South, 708-7851-4401 

or Joanna.Voorhees@vitas.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

“God has taken away your sins. He has 

changed your heart. He gives you the 

ability to put yourself last so that you can 

humbly serve others. That’s greatness 

and a great life in God’s eyes. That 

humble serving attitude values and 

serves every life whether that life is a few 

cells old or a gene short of worldly 

greatness.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood 

Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Birthdays 
2  Wayne Hohl 
2  Kelly Klode 
3  Barbara Limanowski 
3  Natalie Lyman 
3  Rusty Woerner 
4  William Wilson 
5  Judith Geovanes 
6  Ava Munson 
7  Paige Seivert 
9  Nicholas Dudczyk 
10  Jill Culbertson 
13  Joe Miller 
14  Sarah Pomykala 
15  Elliot LaRocco 
15  Kyle Nilsen 
15  Flo Record 
16  Leah Dudczyk 
16  Art Hostert 
16  Addison LaRocco 
16  Ed Nykrin 
17  Jim Kruspe 
18  Alexander Heidkamp 
18  Charlie Rowell 
19  Joe Chiaro 
19  L.J. Horneij 
19  Mary Oesterreich 
20  Harold Klode 
20  Reagan Seivert 
21  Gina Dudczyk 
21  Norman Kaczmarczyk 
21  Jo-Cele Marnul 
21  Troy Smith 
21  Deborah Tolsky 
21  Mark Van Witzenberg 
23  Joey Howard 
24  Thomas Ennis 
25  Teagan Hoffmann 
25  Nathan Mirocha 
25  Emma Wohler 
26  Timothy Wilson 
27  Jenna Carlson 
27  Jeff Roberts 
27  Karl Wohler 
28  Rachel Fargo 
28  Maggie Hoffman 
28  Jacob Zagrakalis 
30  Connor Nass 

Anniversaries 

2 Patty & Patrick Lipscomb  32 years 
11 Troy & Jean Smith   34 years 
14 Jessica & Taylor Podgorny  14 years 
15 Shane & Sara Bell   20 years 
15 Ted & Caryn Obis   31 years 
24 Candi & Conor Daly     5 years 
25 Colton & Hannah Burdette    1 year 
27 Jill & Kerry Gerken   29 years 

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special 

day or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski 

Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or 
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church lobby. 
Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for $45. For 
the summer it will be one flower arrangement for 
$45. Checks should be made payable to the Ruth 
Society and placed in the offering plate or lockbox 
by office entrance. Be sure to write Altar Flowers on 
the memo line. The Ruth Society would like to 
thank all those that have ordered flowers in the past 
and for honoring the Lord. 

Ways to Submit an Offering 
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope 

with your name) in the secure black lockbox by 
the church office entrance door. 

• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte 
Rd, Mokena, IL  60448 

• Electronic Giving – go to the 
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and click 
on Electronic Giving under the Giving menu. Fill 
in the secure form with either credit card or 
checking account information to submit offering. 

• Joyful Response: many members already use 
this service which automatically debits their 
checking account at a specified interval 
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a 
specified amount. The form can be found on the 
Electronic Giving page on the website – just fill 
it out and drop off or mail to the church office. 

 
Faith at Home Options 
How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming 
Worship Services… 
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect, 

select Live Stream 
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena 
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran 

Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to be 
notified when new videos are posted) 

 

about:blank

