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OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Outdoor worship will be on the second and fourth Sundays of the month at
9 am, weather permitting. June dates are June 13 & 27. Bring your lawn
chairs. Masks do not need to be worn outdoors. We will need some help to
set-up each Sunday, starting at 8 am. Please contact Jerry Vrshek on his
cell (815)953-8153 to volunteer.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

MORTGAGE PAYOFF
By Sarah Bechtel

At the May 16th Immanuel Voters’ Meeting, it was proposed and
approved to eliminate the current mortgage debt of the church. In order
to accomplish this, $15,000 in donations (above and beyond regular
church offerings) will need to be raised. A small group of members have
generously agreed to match this $15,000 in donations, which will provide
a total $30,000. This amount, along with approximately $140,000 in
church reserves, will be enough to eliminate the current mortgage,
saving the church $25,000 a year in mortgage expense. See page 4 for
more details.
________________________________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE BOARD OF FELLOWSHIP
By Lyn Thorne

Thank you all for your suggestions on activities that we can do together. Please keep them coming! Feel free
to put your suggestion in the C1 mailbox. For starters, here are two upcoming events to choose from:
Windy City Thunderbolts Minor League Baseball Game and Fireworks
Friday, June 25th, 7:05pm Tickets are $8.00 each. Order tickets at the church office
Movie Night in the Pavilion
Friday, July 23rd - More information to follow.
We are hopeful that you will also look for opportunities to run
with some of these ideas and help us make them happen.
Please feel free to reach out to anyone on the Board of
Fellowship to see how you can become more involved.
Thanks,
Richard and Barb Belanski
Jim and Tina Bowlds
Ron and Janice Hamning
Matt and LouDawn Howard
Harold and Mary Oesterreich
Lyn Thorne
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and
continuously reach out with love and service."

Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m.
Articles for the July Items are due by June 24 and will be
on our website, emailed, and mailed after July 1st. The
Items Newsletter is also available online at
immanuelmokena.org
* Please consider signing up on our website to
receive the newsletter via email.

_______________________________________

Connecting people in loving relationship with
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious
Christian community, and with our calling of
servanthood in the world.

Official Acts
Confirmation – May 2, 2021:
Alyssa Bell
Tyler Bell
Benjamin Howard
Riley Saltzman Natalee Schellhas
Paige Seivert
Reagan Seivert
Wedding – May 15, 2021:
Stephanie Patterson & Lathan Addison
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> Mortgage Balance $170,799

IN-PERSON SERVICES CONTINUE
Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am
We have limited congregational responses
and singing during worship to help keep the
spread of germs to a minimum.
The praise band and organist will still perform
in a limited capacity.
_________________________________
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL,
PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?
Please Contact Us:
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2
Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1

_______________________________________

Elders
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during the
worship service and outside of worship. Their job is to be
of service to you in any cares/concerns you may have
with the congregation and within your family. Here are
your elders:
Elder 1: Marty Olsen 815-464-4373
Elder 2: Jim Bubeck 312-952-1727
Elder 3: Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455
Elder 4: Nick Whittier 815-485-9269
Elder 5: Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director)
Elder 6: Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855
Please contact these Elders should you have any
needs/concerns/questions.

________________________________________

Donations To Special Groups
Live-Streamed Weekly Worship
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live stream) to
view the services live from the comfort of your
home. Service times are listed above.

Please follow the below instructions for submitting donations
via check to any of the following groups.
GROUP
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE

Rays of HOPE
God’s Kids Club

Rays Of Hope
Immanuel Lutheran

Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club

Ruth Society

Ruth Society

* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside of
your offering envelope where the funds should be designated.

CONVERSATION STARTERS
FROM THE PASTOR

Living the Story
Good stories… Told well.
Whether it is book, a movie, or a
TV show, my interest in
narrative is always guided by that principle. It must
be a good story. It must be told well. Authors who
use beautiful, engaging words. Screenwriters who
understand the power of a substantial story and
well-written dialogue. The cast and crew of a show
or film that know how to bring the story to life and
delve into the deepest parts of human existence,
even touching on a relationship with God. What it
means to love. To serve. To sacrifice everything for
the sake of goodness and life and healthy freedom.
If a bit of media is going to capture my attention
and hold it, it has to be a good story, told well.
While I enjoy hearing the stories of other people's
lives, God continues to nudge me in the direction of
living a beautiful story myself. I may not have the
adventurous life of some of my favorite characters
and heroes, both fictional and historical, but God
has given me a story to live, and He has a story for
you to live, too. It’s all a part of His greater,
overarching narrative by which He is constantly
calling all of creation back to Himself. When we
have eyes to see and hearts to perceive His action
in the midst of ours, it can be a stunning revelation
or a place of deep-seated comfort and rest. Your
story may not be as exciting as the lives of others,
but God has given you a part to play in His story,
and He’s a screenwriter, producer, and director
who will never allow your story to fall flat.
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to live my
life by proxy. I don't want to live vicariously through
others. I keep on getting a nudge from God
(sometimes a quite forceful one!) to get out there
and live the adventure to which He has called me.
To put my fears of failure aside. To trust that He is
capable of making inconsequential actions and
decisions into powerful moments of His kingdom
breaking through. To dare to live a life worthy of
imitation, one worth remembering and telling about
in years to come.
We all look for ways to leave something of worth
behind for those who come after us. We want to be
remembered in positive ways. With our lives
connected to the life of Jesus, by the power of His
Spirit living in us today, we can touch the lives of
people around us in ways that are significant and
lasting. It’s not always going to be easy because

the way of Jesus always leads to the cross, but we
can find deep comfort in the promise from Him that
we'll never go it alone. The disciples who follow
Jesus in His earthly life couldn’t have possibly
known the adventure story they were about to
embark on when they responded to Jesus' calling
to follow Him. Not much has changed in that
respect. If we are to follow Jesus fervently and
faithfully wherever He leads us, it’s going to be a
life worth living and a story worth telling.
I firmly believe that every corner of creation was
designed by the Creator to point us back to Him.
The first few verses of Psalm 19 express this
beautifully: "The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after
day they pour forth speech; night after night they
reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use
no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their
voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the
ends of the world" (Ps. 19:1-4, CSB). Every part of
the story reveals His providence and His plan to
restore everything that sin and death destroys.
There are certainly some strange and peculiar parts
of God's story that are recorded. A few of them we
might be surprised to find in Scripture. But God has
left them there on purpose to get our attention and
draw us back to His heart, to teach us things we
need to understand, but more importantly to drive
us to follow in His footsteps. To take the adventure
He sends us. To live a story worth telling under His
grand narrative of redemption. I pray that as we
examine some of these peculiar stories and
connect it back to the heart of God and the great
good news of Jesus' death and resurrection, you
will be inspired to live the powerful story that God
has for all who venture to follow in Jesus' footsteps.
Am I always ready to embrace that story
wholeheartedly and dive in headfirst? I’d like to
think I am. Some days I feel more confident than
others. God is still working on me, nudging me. But
I’m confident that He will work even through my
weaknesses and doubts to bring about a story
worth telling, because…
Adventure is out there! Lead on, Master Adventurer!
Pastor Aaron

Kickoff of Mortgage Payoff Funding
At the May 16th Immanuel Voters’ Meeting, it was
proposed and approved to eliminate the current
mortgage debt of the church. In order to accomplish
this, $15,000 in donations (above and beyond
regular church offerings) will need to be raised.
A small group of members have generously agreed
to match this $15,000 in donations, which will
provide a total $30,000. This amount, along with
approximately $140,000 in church reserves, will be
enough to eliminate the current mortgage, saving
the church $25,000 a year in mortgage expense.
Why pay off the mortgage?
Our current loan has an interest rate of 4.625% -well above the yield on our savings accounts.
Eliminating this expense allows us to focus on
ministry opportunities and potentially redirect those
dollars to support new opportunities. Using the
$140,000 in reserves still leaves the church with
adequate reserves and does not touch the funds
that have been set aside for specific purposes –
such as capital improvements.

If you have questions, please contact the church
office so that your question may be directed to the
correct person.
In Christ,
The Board of Stewardship

JUMP ON THE BUS DONATIONS
By Barb Malm

MorningStar Mission is
already starting their plans to
provide local students with
items they’ll likely need for
the 2021-2022 school year.
The Board of Stewardship is
again coordinating efforts to
assist in this project.
Donations of new items will
be collected June 26 - July
11 and can be dropped off in
the church lobby.
This year the donation requests are a little more
specific:

What if we raise more than $15,000?
Funds raised above and beyond the $15,000 goal
will allow us to pull less from reserves, leaving the
church in an even better financial position than
originally planned.

Hoodies:
• Girls sizes 7/8, 12/14, 16/18
• Womens sizes XS, L, XL (but for teenage
girl)
• Boys sizes 12/14, 12, 14

How do I contribute?
Please make checks payable to Immanuel
Lutheran Church and make sure to note Mortgage
Payoff on the memo line. You may drop checks in
the offering plate or mail to/drop off at the church
office.

Earbuds that have a wire and a mic on them.

You may also contribute online, but please be
aware that if you contribute with a credit card, fees
will be charged. Fees are not charged if you donate
online directly from a bank account. If you choose
to donate electronically via credit card, we ask that
you choose the option which increases your
donation slightly to cover the credit card fees. To
donate online, go to
www.immanuelmokena.org/electronic-giving and
choose the fund titled Mortgage Debt Reduction.
Thank you for prayerfully considering your
participation in this effort. The goal is to raise the
$15,000 by July 31st, but we encourage members
to contribute as soon as they are able.

We will also accept monetary donations. Thank you
for any assistance you are able to provide!

VBS - ALL ABOARD FOR THE ROCKY
RAILYWAY!
By Lyn Thorne

Summer is coming
and we cannot wait
for VBS! We have
rewritten our entire
playbook for this
year. We will invite
the whole family
with children from 3
years old to 4th
grade to bring their blanket and join us for an
outdoor adventure from 6:00pm to 7:15pm
Tuesday-Thursday, July 20-22. Registration will
open on June 1st. There will be no charge this year,
but one thing will stay the same, IT WILL STILL BE
ALL ABOUT JESUS! Spread the word!

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH UPDATE
By Sarah Bechtel

In May, the
Board of
Stewardship
introduced our
Missionary of
the Month
initiative for
2021. We
featured Rachel Meyer, an LCMS Missionary
who serves as an educational consultant in
Uganda. We hope you learned more about
how God uses her skills in Uganda and about
the unique challenges and opportunities that
she faces in her ministry there. Thank you for
your support during the month – we collected
$1246 in support of Rachel’s ministry.
Information about her ministry is always
available at lcms.org/meyer. In July, we will
focus on another LCMS missionary – we look
forward to introducing him to you!

Ruth Society Update
By Bev Whittier

Ruth Society officers have all agreed to keep the
same slate of officers until the Spring of 2022. Ruth
Society have been communicating this last year by
phone and email to members on what has been
going on with church set up.
We will again keep members on the same schedule
for Altar flowers set up as we did for 2020-2021. If
a member needs to change the month she is now
on and cannot do the same months as she did in
this past year, she will need to call me before I put
the new book out in September.
Ruth Society members are in charge of setting up
the Altar and Flowers each Weekend twelve
months a year. Each member needs to have Altar
duty twice in a year with one or two other members.
We also assist the Elder and Pastor and take care
of confirmation robes when they are used. Other
duties are setting up for weddings and funerals.
In the fall we always had our Fall dinner with crafts
and food to sell. With the pandemic from last year
so many things were called off. Until we are all
feeling safe and people are vaccinated I can’t say

we will have a fall dinner this year. I need to keep
the safety of our women first.
Ruth Society can always use your help. You don’t
need to be a woman to help us. Husbands and
wives are welcome for events we put on or have
put on. For more information on what the Ruth
Society does, please call Bev Whittier 815-4859269 President of the Ruth Society.

Registration has begun! Tell your friends and
neighbors to check out the preschool webpage for
a virtual tour and information on how to enroll.
Our preschool director, Linda Marquardt, will be
leaving us this year. We are sad to see her go but
know that she will be a blessing in her new
endeavors. We are searching for a new director as
well as an assistant director/teacher.
Preschool Director position - Part-time Director
position is available (25 hours per week) for the
2021-2022 school year, with availability to start
June 1, 2021. Position may lead to full-time
employment as enrollment increases. Director
leads and administers staff of 5 for approximately
60 preschool students. Preschool has 2-day, 3-day
and 5-day AM classes. Please submit resume
to: education@immanuelmokena.org
Job Requirements: Required qualifications
include: Associate’s degree in Early Childhood
Education or Child Development; 4 years minimum
teaching experience in early childhood education.
Preferred qualifications: Bachelor’s degree or
higher in Early Childhood Education or a related
field.
Assistant Director/Teacher position - Part-time
Assistant Director/Teacher position is available for
the 2021-2022 school year. Up to 25 hours per
week mid-August through June. Preschool has 2day, 3-day and 5-day AM classes. Please submit
resume to: education@immanuelmokena.org
Job Requirements: Required qualifications
include: Associate’s degree in Early Childhood
Education or Child Development; teaching
experience in early childhood education.

Women of the Word
We are meeting using
Zoom. If you would like a
link to be invited to our
virtual Women of the Word,
please send an email to Leeann
at dceleeann04@yahoo.com. We will continue
looking at the Sermon on the Mount. Newcomers
are welcome! Meeting Dates:
June 14
________________________________________
Mite box offerings will continue
to be collected on the first
weekend of each month. Pick
up a mite box (bank) from the
LWML table in the narthex and
encourage all members of your
family to participate in this
“super-easy” way of supporting
missions – thanking you in advance for your
support in sharing the love of God around the
world!!

Men of the Word

Meeting Dates:

We are meeting online but are
looking toward meeting
together outdoors soon. If you
would like a link to the online
meeting, contact Pastor Aaron.
June 7 & 21 @ 7pm

____________________________________

TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL, TINLEY
PARK IS ENROLLING K-8TH STUDENTS
For more information or to set up a personal
meeting, please contact Trinity’s Admissions

SUMMER
SERMON
SERIES
This summer’s
sermons will focus
on things we might
be surprised to find
in the Bible. Fill out a short form in the Welcome
Center or email Pastor Aaron if there was ever
something that you were surprised to learn was in
the Bible. Or search your Bible this week and tell us
something you were surprised to find in the Bible.

Update Your Info!
New cell phone number?
New email address?
Please call or email the
church office with your new
information so you don’t miss out on our
communications for church events/info!
Church Office Contact Information:
708-479-5600 | office@immanuelmokena.org

Director, Victoria West @ 708-532-3529 ext. 225 or
at admissions@tlcs.org.

LUTHERAN SCHOOL STAFF OPENINGS
Ascension Lutheran
Christian School in
Gary, Indiana is
growing and seeks a
6th grade teacher and
an all-grades aide. For
more information,
contact Stephanie
Reeves at 219-8875031.

5 Herbert & Joanne Teske
7 Barry & Shirley Schulz
7 Laura & Steven Stubbe
13 Sandy & Glenn Zagorski
14 Bruce & Sarah Bechtel
18 Todd & Tammi Carlson
18 Harold & Mary Oesterreich
19 Christina & Paul Somerville
19 Karen & Ed Tatro
25 Dana & William Tiffin
28 Aaron & Leeann Schellhas

Birthdays
1 Jan Hamning
2 Bruce Braner
2 Lisa Malley
3 Jacob Flesch
3 Candi Hutson
4 Violet Tolsky
5 Zoey Zellers
7 Jess Strilich
8 Tayler Joritz
8 Rita Nykrin
9 Bryton Bubeck
9 Carol Golembiewski
9 Rebecca Lipscomb
10 Kailey Bell
10 Isla Berger
10 Reese Berger
10 Deb Ebert
10 Tina Kruspe
10 Tricia Roberts
12 Greg Flesch
13 Isaac Kruspe
13 Noah Kruspe
13 Janice Nass
14 Shane Bell
15 Harper Ryan
16 Doug Hutson
18 Tyler Obis
18 Jake Temple
19 Don Murawski
20 Randy Berger
22 Doreen Pomykala
24 Carole Ellis
24 Shelby Zagorski
25 Britt Hall
26 Diane Braner
26 Brittany Pattenaude
27 Phyllis Karpola
28 Gary Bogard
29 Hazel May Fargo
29 Scott Golembiewski
30 Tyler Bell
30 Cheryl Edwards

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special
day or it is in error, please contact the church office.

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski
Please contact Barb Belanski, (773) 704-1416 or
sign up in the Opportunity Book in the church lobby.
Each bouquet is $22.50; both bouquets for $45. For
the summer it will be one flower arrangement for
$45. Checks should be made payable to the Ruth
Society and placed in the offering plate or lockbox
by office entrance. Be sure to write Altar Flowers on
the memo line. The Ruth Society would like to
thank all those that have ordered flowers in the past
and for honoring the Lord.

Ways to Submit an Offering
• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope
with your name) in the secure black lockbox by
the church office entrance door.
• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte
Rd, Mokena, IL 60448
• Electronic Giving – go to the
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and click
on Electronic Giving under the Giving menu. Fill
in the secure form with either credit card or
checking account information to submit offering.
• Joyful Response: many members already use
this service which automatically debits their
checking account at a specified interval
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a
specified amount. The form can be found on the
Electronic Giving page on the website – just fill
it out and drop off or mail to the church office.

Faith at Home Options

Anniversaries
3 Ted & Laurie Fuka
4 Zach & Kelly Zellers

66 years
54 years
24 years
34 years
35 years
38 years
55 years
6 years
22 years
5 years
18 years

31 years
11 years

How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming
Worship Services…
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect,
select Live Stream
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran
Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to be
notified when new videos are posted)

