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Outdoor Worship Dates Have Been Extended into the Fall, Join Us!
If you are looking for an opportunity to worship our Lord in a safe socially distant setting, you are welcome to
join us in our outdoor sanctuary Sundays at 9am through September and as weather permits in October.
Please bring a chair or blanket and join us in our wooded sanctuary behind the church for worship. Masks are
encouraged but not required. We will remain socially distanced and the outdoor services will NOT be live
streamed. If you have trouble walking please make sure you pull up as close the worship space as possible.
Services will be held weather permitting, and in the case of inclement weather we will proceed with our
traditional indoor service where masks are required.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Congregational Voters’ Meeting Scheduled for Sunday, September 13th
With the global pandemic shutting things down back in March
our Spring Congregational Meeting was delayed. We are
ready to gather and provide updates on Immanuel business,
complete the election of board members and propose making
a few changes to our constitution.
Our Congregational Voter's Meeting is this Sunday,
September 13th following the Sunday outdoor worship
service. In the case of inclement weather we will move
indoors. All are welcome to join us, please consider staying to
participate after the 9am worship service, please dress
accordingly as we plan to hold the meeting outdoors. Masks
are encouraged but not required in the outdoor space, if moved indoors they will be required. All socially
distancing guidelines will be followed indoors and outdoors.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and
continuously reach out with love and service."
Connecting people in loving relationship with
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious
Christian community, and with our calling of
servanthood in the world.

Bulletin & Items Publishing
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m.
Articles for the October Items are due by
September 24 and will be on our website, emailed,
and mailed after October 1st. The Items
Newsletter is also available online at
immanuelmokena.org
* Please consider signing up on our website to
receive the newsletter via email.
_______________________________________
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YOY Change

> Mortgage Balance $190,097

IN-PERSON SERVICES RESUME
Contemporary Saturdays at 5:00 pm
Traditional Sundays at 9:00 am
There will be limited congregational
responses and singing during worship to help
keep the spread of germs to a minimum. The
praise band and organist will still perform in a
limited capacity.
_________________________________
ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL,
PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?
Please Contact Us:
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2
Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during
the worship service and outside of worship. Their
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns
you may have with the congregation and within
your family. Here are your elders:
Elder 1: Marty Olsen 815-464-4373
Elder 2: Jim Bubeck 312-952-1727
Elder 3: Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455
Elder 4: Nick Whittier 815-485-9269
Elder 5: Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director)
Elder 6: Lynn Gilmore 815-600-6855
Please contact these Elders should you have any
needs/concerns/questions.
________________________________________

Have you moved or
has your contact
information changed recently?
If the answer is yes, please call or email the church
office with your new information so you don’t miss
out on our communications for church events/info!
Church Office Contact Information:
708-479-5600 | office@immanuelmokena.org
_______________________________________

Donations To Special Groups
Please follow the below instructions for submitting donations
via check to any of the following groups.
GROUP
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE

Rays of HOPE
God’s Kids Club

Rays Of Hope
Immanuel Lutheran

Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club

Live-Streamed Weekly Worship
Tune in to Facebook, YouTube Channel or
immanuelmokena.org (click connect, live stream) to
view the services live from the comfort of your
home. Service times are listed above. Outdoor
services will not be streamed.

Ruth Society

Ruth Society

* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside of
your offering envelope where the funds should be designated.

CONVERSATION STARTERS
FROM THE PASTOR

hi·a·tus
/hīˈādəs/ Noun

QUESTION 2: We currently have communion on
Wednesday afternoons by appointments only up
until 6 PM. Do you need availability later in the
day?

a pause or gap in a sequence,
series, or process.
"there was a brief hiatus in the war with France"
This article will return next month.
Adventure is out there! Pastor Aaron

________________________________
Drone Needed
Does anyone have a drone
that can be used for an
aerial photo-shoot? Please
contact Lynn Gilmore at
815-600-6855.

Walking Together Survey Results
Walking together as a Christian congregation is not
easy under normal circumstances, but during a
pandemic it becomes even more difficult. In an
attempt to move things forward slowly and safely,
Pastor and the elders asked for some feedback to
help us walk together more firmly. We received 49
responses and would like to share the results:

QUESTION 3: Pastor and the Elders have started
working on the details of a pilot plan to incorporate
the Lord's Supper into the end of our Sunday
services. It would include proper social distancing,
wiping down surfaces between tables, and using
individually served/packaged host and cup, with
plenty of clear directions from those serving. This
communion service would follow directly on the
heels of the regular benediction and
announcements, and anyone uncomfortable with
participating would be given the chance to depart
before we begin. Are you comfortable participating
in this practice at this time?

QUESTION 1: Since our congregation started
meeting in-person again, we have avoided singing
together indoors to prevent the spread of germs, as
congregational singing is probably one of the
riskiest activities we can do right now in light of the
pandemic and the best research we can find.
Would you feel comfortable starting to sing just a
couple of verses of a song/hymn together, socially
distanced as usual, with masks on, once during the
current service?
_________________________________________

Altar Flowers By Barb Belanski
Please consider signing up for Altar Flowers for
2020. Each bouquet is $20. Please contact Barb
Belanski, (773) 704-1416, if you would like to sign
up for Altar Flowers. Checks should be made
payable to the Ruth Society and placed in the
offering plate or lockbox by office entrance. Be sure
to write Altar Flowers on the memo line.
The Ruth Society would like to thank all those that
have ordered flowers in the past and for honoring
the Lord.

LWML NID Goes Virtual
Submitted by Barb Belanski

At the beginning of 2020,
Lutheran Women in Mission of
Northern Illinois were
anticipating their 75th
convention scheduled to be
held September 12th in Gurnee
Illinois. Our District’s
Convention is actually one of the last of the 50
Districts that was scheduled for 2020. I wasn’t too
concerned in April and May when Districts began
canceling their conventions thinking that September
was a long way off and by then, the pandemic
would be under control. But alas, that has not
happened, so Northern Illinois is following suit and
going ahead with its virtual plans.
The first phase of the convention is voting. On
August 29th and 30th, new mission grants for 202022 will be selected as well as new officers and the
approval of new Bylaws and amendments. Voting
will take place on line by delegates representing
their congregations. Delegates for Immanuel are
Sharon Durkin and Phyllis Seno. I, as a past
LWML President, also have the privilege of voting.
The following nine mission grants are on the ballot:
• LCMS Northern Illinois Congregational
Leadership Summits - $14,720
• Dorcas Project Leadership training for
Women in Ghana - $17,000
• Lutheran Books for Buddhist Southeast Asia
- $15,000
• Jacmel Lutheran Home and Center of
Refuge Orphanage in Haiti - $15,000
• Salem Christian Fellowship – Spreading the
Gospel among Middle Eastern and North
African Muslims - $18,000
• St. John’s Youth Project of Country Club
Hills
• Dr. William H Griffin Community Center
Food Pantry of Zion/Winston in Chicago $18,000
• Worship Anew Ministry to Aging and
Unchurched (aka Worship for Shut Ins) $17,600
• Phil’s Friends – providing Christ centered
support to those affected by cancer $10,000
In addition to selecting mission grants, delegates
will also be voting to elect new vice presidents for
Christian Life, Communications, Special Focus
Ministries, a new Recording Secretary, Convention

Chairmen, members of a Nominating Committee
and a junior pastoral counselor.
The voting results will be made known on
September 12th during the virtual Convention which
will include a welcome by LWML NID President Jan
Gerzevske, Bible study, an address by LWML
President Debbie Larson, the mission grant budget
for 2020-22, music and a memoriam tribute for Jan
Mauer, LWML NID President 2010-14.
Watch for the convention link in the weekend
bulletins of September 5th/6th – you are welcome to
join us!
________________________________________

Immanuel Member, Phyllis Karpola,
Crossing Guard Honored For 34
Years of Service In Mokena
Submitted by Gayle Karpola Melby
My hard-working 82year-old mother has
officially retired from her
position of school
crossing guard at 195th
Street and Wolf road in
Mokena. Mom has spent
the last 34 years on this
corner and has never
wavered in her
dedication to this job or
the devotion that she has for the children.
On August 24th
she was given a
proclamation
from the Village
of Mokena as a
thank you for her
years of service.
According to the
proclamation,
Karpola has
"earned the high
regard of her
fellow workers,
and the love and
affection of
hundreds of
school children
who have come
to know her as a trusted friend.” Karpola has also
served as the Grand Marshal of the Mokena Fourth
of July parade and was a recipient of the District
159 Galaxy Award in 2019. District 159 School

Board President Mike Everett also thanked Karpola
for her years as a crossing guard.
This was not an easy decision for her to make and
when she left the corner back in March, little did
she realize that she would never be back. But with
COVID continuing, she has made the difficult but
necessary decision to retire from this position in
order to keep herself and my father as healthy as
possible. This has been very emotional for her and
her heart is breaking. If you have ever had the
opportunity to know my mom or if you have seen
her on her corner, you know that she always had a
smile on her face. She loved the children, the
community, and of course the dogs. She was never
without a treat for her little animal friends.
If you would like to send her a card and maybe
share a memory or a well-wish for her, I know it
would make her day. Her address is Phyllis
Karpola, 12225 West 187th Street, Mokena Illinois
60448.
_________________________________________

Ways to Submit an Offering

• Drop off a check (or cash in sealed envelope
with your name) in the secure black lockbox by
the church office entrance door.
• Mail a check to the office: 10731 W La Porte
Rd, Mokena, IL 60448
• Electronic Giving – go to the
website, www.immanuelmokena.org, and click
on Electronic Giving under the Giving menu. Fill
in the secure form with either credit card or
checking account information to submit offering.
• Joyful Response: many members already use
this service which automatically debits their
checking account at a specified interval
(weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) for a
specified amount. The form can be found on the
Electronic Giving page on the website – just fill
it out and drop off or mail to the church office.
________________________________________

Electronic Giving Option Now
Available to Offset Bank Fees
By Sarah Bechtel

If you have taken advantage of Immanuel’s
electronic giving option (or plan to), we want you to
be aware of an option that is newly available. You
can make a donation through a form on the website
which is found
at www.immanuelmokena.org/electronic-giving.
Immanuel is charged fees by our payment
processing company (2.75% for credit card

donations). You now can select the option to offset
those fees, and your donation will be increased by
the appropriate amount. You will be shown the total
amount which includes the fees prior to approving
the transaction.
Of course, you are not obligated to choose this
option, but we wanted to make it available. Every
little bit is helpful, especially this year!
_________________________________________

God’s Kids Club: Challenge Meets
Opportunity in 2020
By Lyn Thorne

A lot has changed,
but the good news is
that God has not
changed!
Our guiding
principles are to
equip you and your
children with visual
and emotional
connections to
Scripture so that
they remember and understand that they are a very
much loved child of God and why the Bible matters
in their everyday lives. Oh, and the best part is that
we make it FUN!
While considering the
challenges for safe learning
during this unique time, we are
excited to announce that we
will provide some fun and
creative learning from the
comforts of your own home.
Our staff felt it was very
important for our kids to know
their teacher and their
classmates so with much
prayer we have decided to
offer an e-learning
environment using Zoom until
it is safe to return to the
classroom.
For children ages 2 through 4th Grade
We will provide you with a link to their Zoom
Classroom at 11 am every Sunday, beginning
Sunday, September 20th. Classes are designed to
last roughly 45 minutes to an hour max. Each week
there is a Bible Point and a lesson to support it.
There will also be a song to sing along to and a
craft.

We want to keep it simple and easy for you so we
will be providing you with a craft kit that can be
picked up at the church. If there is a week that you
cannot attend, the teacher will email you a recorded
lesson for you to follow with your children.
There will be two separate rooms. One for 2 -4year-olds and another for Kindergarten through 4th
grade. To register, simply go to our website, click
on Ministries > select God’s Kids Club and
complete the questionnaire.
For 5th through 8th grade
Your children will need to be enrolled in
confirmation and will have a specific e-learning
curriculum led by Pastor. Simply go to the
Immanuel website, go to the Ministries Tab and
select Children and see the Confirmation section.
We are so excited to welcome your children to our
program. If you have any questions, feel free to
contact me at 708-805-4456. If you have any
friends or neighbors that would enjoy participating,
please share our information. We love sharing the
love of Jesus!
______________________________________

Meijer's Simply Give Program
The Meijer "Simply Give" Fall 2020 campaign will
run from Sunday, August 23,2020 through
Saturday, September 26, 2020. The Frankfort
Township Food Pantry has been the recipient of the
campaign since the Mokena Meijer store opened.

During each campaign, there are usually two
designated days in which Meijer will "double-match"
your contribution. For every $10 donation card
purchased on these dates, Meijer will provide an
additional contribution of $20, bringing the total
donation to $30 for a single customer purchase.
The double-match days for this campaign are
Friday, September 11th and Saturday,
September 12th. There will be 4x4" cards to
purchase at kiosks located around the store or near
the check-out lanes. If you choose to donate more
than $10, there is no need to take additional cards-they will just scan that same card for the amount
you want to donate (in $10 increments).
Even though Meijer did not have a Spring 2020
campaign due to the pandemic, they generously

gave to the Frankfort Food Pantry $5000 at the end
of March and an additional $2,500 in the middle of
July so they could purchase food to feed our
hungry neighbors. For those of you not familiar with
the "Simply Give" campaigns, Meijer gives
Frankfort Food Pantry "food only" gift cards at the
end of the campaign for them to use to fill their
shelves.
_________________________________________

Immanuel’s Family Movie Night
Featuring Classic E.T.
By Lyn Thorne

The Board of Fellowship will be hosting Family
Movie Night in the Picnic Pavilion on September
19th at 7:30pm. Reserve your table no later than
September 13th by completing and submitting the
form found on the home page of our website (or
handed out at worship) along with a $10 donation
to the Frankfort Food Pantry. Reservation
submissions can be placed in the offering plate or
the secure black lockbox outside of the church
office entrance.
To ensure social distance can be maintained there
are only 15 tables (each seating up to 8 guests)
available and are by reservation only. You are
welcome to bring your own drinks & snacks to
enjoy during the movie. Movie will be hosted
weather permitting.
________________________________________

Faith at Home Options
By Nicolette Fitzpatrick

How to find the Vlog and Live Streaming
Worship Services…
• www.immanuelmokena.org – Go to Connect,
Select Faith@Home or Live Stream
• Facebook – Follow us @ImmanuelMokena
• YouTube – Our channel is Immanuel Lutheran
Mokena (you can subscribe to the channel to be
notified when new videos are posted)

essential workers and those who provide
protection.

Birthdays
02 Wayne Hohl
02 Kelly Klode
03 Barbara Limanowski
03 Rusty Woerner
04 William Wilson
06 Gail Lupe
06 Ava Munson
07 Paige Seivert
09 Nicholas Dudczyk
10 Jill Culbertson
13 Joe Miller
14 Sarah Pomykala
15 Elliot LaRocco
15 Kyle Nilsen
15 Flo Record
16 Leah Dudczyk
16 Art Hostert Jr
16 Addison LaRocco
16 Ed Nykrin
17 Jim Kruspe
18 Alexander Heidkamp
18 Charlie Rowell
19 Joe Chiaro

19 L.J. Horneij
19 Mary Oesterreich
20 Harold Klode
20 Reagan Seivert
21 Gina Dudczyk
21 Norman Kaczmarczyk
21 Jo-Cele Marnul
21 Troy Smith
21 Deborah Tolsky
23 Joey Howard
24 Thomas Ennis
25 Teagan Hoffmann
25 Nathan Mirocha
25 Emma Wohler
26 Timothy Wilson
27 Jenna Carlson
27 Jeff Roberts
27 Karl M. Wohler Jr
28 Rachel M. Fargo
28 Maggie Hoffman
28 Jacob Zagrakalis
30 Connor Nass

Anniversaries
02
11
15
15
27

Patrick & Patty Lipscomb
Troy & Jean Smith
Sara & Shane Bell
Caryn & Ted Obis
Jill & Kerry Gerken

31 years
33 years
19 years
30 years
28 years

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special
day or it is in error, please contact the church office.

__________________________________________

Stewards for Such a Time as This
An excerpt from the July issue of StewardCAST -- a
publication of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

For such a time as this, God has given the task of
stewardship to His people. We are called to
faithful stewardship in times of plenty and in times
of want, in times of certainty and uncertainty. As
stewards of the creation trust granted to each of us,
we care for our neighbors and serve the Lord all at
once. The local congregation comes together as
faithful stewards to be that outpost of the Gospel in
a world that is awash in darkness. These were the
best of times when congregations stepped up to
supply meals to hungry neighbors and support to

Faithful stewards, formed and fueled by the Gospel,
are the medium God uses to bring the best results
even from the worst of times. Neighbors reaching
out to neighbors in support and understanding,
mutual conversation and consolation because of
what Christ has done for them, is exactly what the
stewards of the Gospel do today. Infection and
injustice are but two of the triggers for the work of
faithful stewards who will not be conformed to the
mentality of a godless, dying world. It is for such a
time as this that God’s stewards are to be rallied
around Word and Sacrament, not only to preserve
the institution, but to project the freeing light of the
Gospel into a world that is clearly dying.
The first half of 2020 could be viewed as the worst
of times. One crisis after another has descended
upon us. In fact, we have almost completely
forgotten the murder hornets! But stewards of the
Gospel know that seeing 2020 as a string of crises
misses the point of stewardship. Rather, 2020 has
presented a string of challenging opportunities for
individual stewards and the congregations of which
they are a part to be beacons of light! Stewards are
temporary guardians of creation, a trust given for
the sake of the Gospel which leads us to an eternal
reality where there will be no more challenges, only
Jesus!
Stewards are called for such a time as this. The
Spirit focuses us on the cross and empty tomb. The
light emanating from them overcomes challenges
and brings joy. This is why Jesus came. Of this we
are stewards!

Christian Symbol
Cross Crosslet: This
cross is formed of four
smaller Latin crosses
joined at their overlapping
bases. The cross as a
whole represents the
spreading of the gospel to
the four corners of the
earth. This cross is often
used in connection with missions.

Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184)
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) | Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002
www.worshipanew.org (Sermon Summaries)
Email: info@LMMinc.org
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
Chicago and Northwest Indiana

September 6, 2020 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 32:1-7; Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 18:10-20
“Sinners, Listen to David!” - Sermon Text: Psalm 32:1-7 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
We are sinners. That is the sad reality. But more can and must be said – listen to what David has to say!

September 13, 2020 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 103:1-12; Genesis 50:15-21; Matthew 18:21-35
“The Merciful Master” - Sermon Text: Matthew 18:25-27 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
As you consider your sin and struggle with the burden of guilt that we all bear, today’s reading will bring
you the promise that because of the atoning work of Jesus Christ, the Master has canceled your debt and
welcomed you into His kingdom. And now, because of this unfathomable gift of grace you and I can forgive
our brother or sister from the heart.

September 20, 2020 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 27:1-9; Isaiah 55:6-9; Matthew 20:1-16
“Unfair!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 20:15 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
One of the toughest pills for religion to swallow is the idea that God justifies the ungodly and that our salvation at the
world’s end is not based on our works, our achievements and our accomplishments, but the sheer grace of God in
His Son Jesus Christ who doles out a denarius of salvation to everyone alike, whether a life long Christian or a
deathbed convert.

September 27, 2020 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 25:1-10; Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18; Matthew 21:23-27
“By What Authority” - Sermon Text: Matthew 21:23-27 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Jesus’ authority comes from His Father. He uses that authority to bring eternal healing and life. Yet many
challenge His divine authority even though He uses it for our benefit.

