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Returning to Our Worship Space Cautiously
By Jerry Vrshek

Pastor Aaron and the Elders have met to develop plans and guidelines for in-person-at-church Worship Services.
A letter is being written to explain the plans. Please watch for details the first week of June. We will gather gradually!
We will gather safely! Looking forward to worshipping together again. Be safe! Stay Well!
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Quilters Help Mask Our Community One Stitch At A Time!
By Delynn Flannery

The quilters have been busy sewing masks. Thanks to Deb Ebert ,Gayle Snedden, Kathy
Temple and Jessica Welzen collectively over 600 masks have been made! Besides the
masks that have been made for the congregation, masks have been donated to hospitals,
medical centers, nurses, family, friends and neighbors! Thanks also to Ruth Welzen for
making the inserts with the church logo on one side and a Bible verse on the other to be
placed in the packages. We are still making masks if anyone is in need of more or just had
not had a chance to order. Email orders to Nicolette at office@immanuelmokena.org.
And finally a BIG THANK YOU to all who made a free will offering for the face masks, we
received a whopping $595!!! That will help give us quilting supplies for a long time!

____________________________________________________________________
Help Us With Our Quilt Tops Project
By Delynn Flannery

Deb Ebert and Katelin (Ebert) Mrjenovich have been working diligently on
cutting squares that are ready to be sewn into quilt tops. Each packet includes
pre-cut squares to assemble one quilt top for Lutheran World Relief. If there is
anyone interested in sewing a top together please contact the church office via
email at office@immanuelmokena.org and we will arrange for pick-up of your
quilting tops packet.
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and
continuously reach out with love and service."

Bulletin & Items Publishing
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m.
Articles for the June Items are due by June 22 and
will be on our website, emailed, and mailed after
July 1. The Items Newsletter is also available
online at immanuelmokena.org

Connecting people in loving relationship with
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious
Christian community, and with our calling of
servanthood in the world.

* Please consider signing up on our website to
receive the newsletter via email.

Official Acts
Deaths: Edward Senn
_______________________________________

Financial Summary
YOY
Comparison

Elders

APR
2020

2020
YTD

2019
YTD

$

$

$

$

%

Offering

27,074

106,874

114,216

-7,342

-6

Interest

64

793

737

56

8

Facility

0

1650

2195

-545

-25

Expense

25,124

119,541

115,683

3,858
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Balance

2,014

-10,224

1,465

-11,689

-42

YOY Change

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during
the worship service and outside of worship. Their
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns
you may have with the congregation and within
your family. Here are your elders:
Elder 1: Marty Olsen 815-464-4373
Elder 2: Jim Bubeck 312-952-1727
Elder 3: Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455
Elder 4: Nick Whittier 815-485-9269
Elder 5: Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director)
Please contact these Elders should you have any
needs/concerns/questions.
________________________________________

ARE YOU IN NEED OF FINANCIAL,
PASTORAL OR OFFICE SUPPORT?
Please Contact Us:
Pastoral Support: 708-479-5600 x2
Office Support: 708-479-5600 x1

Have you moved or
has your contact
information changed recently?

______________________________________

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church
office with your new information so you don’t miss
out on our communications for church events/info!

Please watch for a communication
regarding reopening for church services
the first week of June!

Church Office Contact Information:
708-479-5600 | office@immanuelmokena.org
_______________________________________

Also, there will be an announcement regarding
Interim Communion Services that will be
available to register for online for limited
capacities per time slot.

Donations To Special Groups
Please follow the below instructions for submitting donations
via check to any of the following groups.
GROUP
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE

Please continue to check
immanuelmokena.org for updates
and to view Pastor's Video Blogs.

Rays of HOPE
God’s Kids Club

Rays Of Hope
Immanuel Lutheran

Include on Memo: God’s Kids Club

Ruth Society

Ruth Society

* For Special Group Donations: Clearly write on the outside of
your offering envelope where the funds should be designated.
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CONVERSATION STARTERS
FROM THE PASTOR

adjusted in the light of the events of these past
few months. We all may have been starting to
develop a picture of what we believed God was
calling our church family to become. We
celebrated the work that He was doing in our
midst on that Celebration Sunday that feels like so
long ago now. And we collectively leaned into
what would come next. We could not possibly
have imagined what our church and our society
would look like at this time. Not even close. And
yet, as I will continue to maintain, I firmly believe
that God is up to something extraordinary here.
Even if we can’t see it yet, there is a bit of good
news that I won’t stop pointing out to you: God’s
got the situation under control. While the world
seems endlessly out of control, our God, who
created and still sustains all things, is in control.
Like the Psalmist, I encourage you and exhort you
with good words: “Cast your burden on the Lord,
and He will sustain you; He will never allow the
righteous to be shaken” (Psalms 55:22, CSB).

2020 Vision Revised
(June 2020)
“Quarantine life/quarantine
life/Can’t lose weight, but I’m
losing my mind.” That’s the
first line of the chorus of a silly song by Christian
musician Matthew West that’s been playing in my
house pretty frequently. In fact, it’s become a bit
of an ear worm, you might say. It’s a silly little ditty
that makes fun of some of the “first world
problems” we have to deal with while we’re
sheltering in place in an attempt to make us feel
just a tiny bit better about the whole thing. When
the song is done, I usually have a smile on my
face and a song in my heart…but the problems
haven’t gone away.
And that’s a pretty good analogy for the Christian
life in general, right? We have some harsh
realities to face, like an enemy whose dearest
goal and take-no-prisoners mission is to destroy
any bit of creation he can get his hands on. The
broken world and our broken natures, coopted
with him, don’t help much either, either. And yet,
we have a God who was willing to humble
Himself, die on a cross, rise from a grave, and
stand triumphant over all creation so that we
could join Him in His resurrection victory! This is
what it means to be followers of Jesus, and
joyous Easter people, even as we head into the
season of Pentecost. Broken world, victorious
Jesus, church family. Not much has changed on
that account…and it’s good news!

And here’s another bit of good news: while our
vision for what being the church will look like in
days to come must be adjusted and revised, the
lens through which we see our mission and world
has not changed. We still have our 1-2-3’s. We
still have just ONE mission to complete: making
disciples of all people, anyone who is growing up
into the image of God, who desire the character
and competencies of Jesus. We still have TWO
places where that work happens, even though
one of them (our Temple space) has temporarily
become unavailable to us. I trust that wherever
people gather around God’s promises and His
goodness, especially in our Table spaces, He is
powerfully at work. And we still have THREE key
relationships in which to invest our hearts, our
time, our love, our effort…our whole being (Mark
12:30). We still have a God who wants to be in
conversation with us through His Word and prayer
(UP). We still have other Christians in our midst
with whom we can connect and share life, even
sheltered in place (IN). And we still have people
around us who don’t yet know how much Jesus
loves them, and just might be able to see Him
through us and the way we love them (OUT). May
God continue to richly bless us as we lean into
His vision for Immanuel, as shockingly different as
it may be from what we expected. After all, we’re
in good company, right? Following Jesus always
brings out something unexpected, but
unexpectedly beautiful because…

If you’ve been keeping up with my vlog, you’ll
know that we’ve been reading through the book of
Acts together, using its lessons on being the
church to inform and enliven our faith community
in this age. I’ve had some great conversations
with my daughter Natalee about the nature of
doing creative work in community, and we’ve both
grown through our reading and discussions of
Andrew Peterson’s book Adorning the Dark. My
son Jarred and I have been contemplating the
book of Proverbs in a similar pattern to the one
my dad and I used to use, and now Leeann and I
are starting a conversation about slowing life
down as we read John Mark Comer’s The
Ruthless Elimination of Hurry. There’s plenty
there to think about and digest if you’re looking for
something.

Adventure is out there!
Pastor Aaron

As we look to a new month, we’re going to start a
conversation by way of a sermon series about
how our 20/20 vision has necessarily been
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and gentler!” But the truth is that I didn’t work hard at
it at all. I didn’t even really try. In fact, I think at the
time, I didn’t even have the desire to become kinder
and gentler. I thought I liked who I was, so I didn’t
want to change.

How God Changes Hearts
Source: CPH Blog Written By: Hannah Osborne

Despite my unwillingness, God still worked in my
heart. It literally took years for my heart to change,
and it was definitely not due to anything I did. But
miraculously, God still did it. I’m so thankful that His
Word took root in my heart and made me more like
Jesus. And thanks to the work that God did in me, I
am a firm believer that people can and do change—
but only by the grace of God.
Even the people who you least expect to be impacted
by the Gospel—your atheist co-worker, your apathetic
neighbor, your unbelieving family member—can be
saved. Never underestimate the power of God.
When the disciples heard this, they were greatly
astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
(Matthew 19:25–26)
______________________________________

A few weeks ago, someone told me I was kind and
gentle. I literally just stared at the person, unable to
believe what I had just been called—but probably not
for the reason you expect. Let me explain by going
back a few years.
Be Kind and Gentle
I was in high school, and I was … a typical high
schooler. I always said things like “I hate people,” and
I was pretty rude to just about everyone. My mom
would always chide me and tell me to be a “kinder,
gentler Hannah.” I always rolled my eyes at these
words. I knew she was right, but I was in high school,
so that meant I was always right no matter what.
At this time, I was a Christian, but I hadn’t fully come
into my own in my faith yet. I wasn’t reading my Bible
daily, and I definitely wasn’t praying regularly. I just
kind of floated through church and youth group,
making friends but not deepening my faith. Because
of that, I just assumed that being mildly rude and
“hating people” was part of my personality—I can’t
change who I am!

Our Current Suffering
and Eternal Salvation
Source: Concordia Publishing House

Dealing
with daily
suffering is
a sad
reality of
living in a
fallen
world. But
in Romans
8:18, Paul reminds all believers that our current
suffering is worth the beauty of heaven and seeing
our Savior’s face after our time on this earth is done.
Read commentary by Michael Middendorf on this
verse from Romans 1–8, Volume 1 of the Concordia
Commentary series below.

Seek the Lord
But still my mom repeated: Kinder, gentler Hannah.
I heard that phrase so many times throughout high
school and college that it became a joke among my
friends. One year for Lent, I even gave up being rude
in an attempt to be kinder and gentler. (Spoiler: It
didn’t last long.) In college, I began to seek God more.
I was going to church not because it was “what I had
always done” but because I wanted to know God
more. I was reading my Bible almost daily, and I was
trying to find ways to deepen my prayer life. I was
excited about the Gospel for the first time!

“Indeed, I count that the sufferings of the present time
[are] not of equal value [compared] to the glory which
is about to be revealed to us” (8:18). This verse sets
the stage for the entire discussion to follow. “In fact,
the whole of vv. 19–30 may be said to be in one way
or another support for, and elucidation of, v. 18.”

A Changed Heart and Prayers Fulfilled
Fast forward a few more years to when someone
called me kind and gentle—the exact words my
mother had been fervently praying I would become.
It was literally unfathomable to me that someone
would ever genuinely call me kind or gentle. So when
it did happen, I was floored. It’d be great if I could sit
back and say, “Well, I worked hard to become kinder

Understanding Our Credits and Debits
The first word in 8:18 is a familiar one, the verb
“credit, count, account” (nineteen time in Romans).
Together with “not of equal value [compared] to”, it
forms an idiom of financial comparison. In a positive
expression, this involves “counting” or “calculating”
things that are equal in value. Here, however, the
4

calculation is negated. “The sufferings of the present
time” are not of equal value when compared to what
is on the other side of the ledger.

phrase is important. The NT generally does not
emphasize our going to heaven nearly as much as it
talks about Christ coming back to raise, gather, be
with, and glorify us. Similarly, 8:18 does not say that
we are headed to glory-land, but that this glory is
coming “to us.” This fits well with the talk of the
creation, including our bodies. Instead, when Christ is
revealed at his second coming to earth, he will restore
creation and glorify us in our bodies (see Rom 8:24; 1
Cor 15:23–24, 50–57).

The phrase “the sufferings of the present time”
introduces the dominant topic under discussion from
here through 8:30, and even to 8:39. Paul is driving
toward a satisfactory answer to explain how and why
these “sufferings” are to be endured and even
overcome. This phrase is connected to 8:17, where
Paul refers to our present suffering with Christ by
using the compound verb “we are suffering with
[him]”. His use of “the sufferings” in 8:18, however, is
not simply equivalent to that thought; neither is it the
same as when this noun (“sufferings”) appeared in the
phrase “the passions of the sins” … in 7:5.

_______________________________
Too Great To Grasp Source NewsletterNewsletter
For more than three decades, St.
Augustine of Hippo toiled over the
mind-boggling doctrine of the Trinity.
According to legend, one day the
church father was strolling along a
shore, wrestling with this puzzle. He
saw a boy running back and forth,
using a seashell to pour water from the
ocean into a hole he’d dug in the sand.
When Augustine asked what he was
doing, the boy proclaimed, “I’m going
to pour the entire ocean into this hole!”

Dealing with Suffering
In light of what Paul has already written about the
believer’s present life through our Lord Jesus Christ,
he now faces the conundrum of theodicy. How and
when will a righteous God deal with the problem of
human suffering? Rather than specifically answering
that question, Paul instead addresses how believers
are enabled to endure “the whole gamut of suffering,
including things such as illness, bereavement,
hunger, financial reverses, and death itself.” It is
significant that Paul does not deny the painful reality
or the extent of the problems being addressed.
Instead, his answer is one of comparison. Believers
should calculate the value on one side of the ledger,
the debits of present sufferings, and contrast it with
the unlimited positive balance which God has already
credited to us.

“That’s impossible,” replied Augustine. “The sea is so
great, and the shell and the hole are so little.”
“That’s true,” the boy said. “But it would be easier to
draw all the water out of the sea and fit it into this hole
than for you to fit the mystery of the Trinity and his
divinity into your little intellect.”
Indeed, only through faith can we accept the infinite
nature of our Three-in-One God; for our finite human
minds, it’s simply too great to grasp.
__________________________________________

Added to the surplus side of the ledger is “the glory
which is about to be revealed to us” (8:18). Paul uses
a number of key terms in this final phrase of 8:18.
Utilizing another commercial metaphor, 1:23
describes how humanity bartered away the glory
bestowed upon them by their Creator: “they
exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God”. As a
result, they all forfeited this glory: “for all sinned and
are lacking the glory of God” (3:23). But Paul has also
spoken of the future glory awaiting those who receive
eternal life from God. As in 5:14 and 8:13, Paul uses
“about to” in 8:18 to express both the imminence and
the divine certainty of the glory which is about to be
revealed. “Reveal” is used thematically in 1:17 to
describe the present revelation of the righteousness
of God in the Good News being proclaimed already
now. Here it is used to point ahead toward the full
manifestation of our eschatological glory.

A Surprising Solution
Source NewsletterNewsletter – Kyle Idleman, The End of Me

The only solution for being broken is … brokenness.
By brokenness, I mean the acknowledgment of it, the
full and unflinching acceptance that we are bankrupt,
poor in spirit and have nothing to offer. In our culture,
that’s a hard sell. … Brokenness is not trending on
Twitter. It’s not written on anyone’s résumé, and it’s
no business strategy at all. It is, however, the one
hope Jesus holds out for us, the inside-out, upsidedown way that is somehow the only path that
ultimately is right side up. Embrace the paradox:
brokenness is the way to wholeness.
_________________________________________

Love – The Best Prayer

Christ’s Glory for Us
Christ is now glorified in a manner not yet unveiled to
this world. But the eternal weight of our glory in him
has yet to be bestowed upon us. Still, it is surely
coming “to us.” The direction of that prepositional

Source NewsletterNewsletter - Samuel Coleridge

.He prayeth best who loveth best
All things, both great and small;
For the dear God who loveth us,
He made and loveth all.
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Christian Symbol
Olive: The olive branch is a
symbol of peace, harmony and
healing. Olive trees provide
shelter, as well as oil used for
ointment and consecration. The olive branch also
represents deliverance from hardships and anxiety
because a dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s
ark after the flood ended (Genesis 8:11).
_________________________________________

Birthdays
01
02
02
03
03
04
05
07
08
08
09
09
09
10
10
10
10
12
13
13
13

Jan Hamning
Bruce Braner
Lisa Malley
Jacob Flesch
Candi Hutson
Violet Tolsky
Zoey Zellers
Jess Strilich
Tayler Joritz
Rita Nykrin
Bryton Bubeck
Carol Golembiewski
Rebecca Lipscomb
Kailey Bell
Deb Ebert
Tina Kruspe
Tricia Roberts
Greg Flesch
Isaac Kruspe
Noah Kruspe
Janice Nass

14
15
16
18
18
19
20
22
24
24
25
26
26
27
28
28
29
29
30
30

Shane Bell
Harper Ryan
Doug Hutson
Tyler Obis
Jake Temple
Don Murawski
Randy Berger
Doreen Pomykala
Carole Ellis
Shelby Zagorski
Britt Hall
Diane Braner
Brittany Pattenaude
Phyllis Karpola
Gary Bogard
Gary Dortmann
Scott Golembiewski
Kurt Klode
Tyler Bell
Cheryl Edwards

An Invitation To Rest
Source NewsletterNewsletter

Summer calls to mind a slower pace, time off from
school and work. But many still face daily demands
this time of year: farmers work long hours; teachers
may take seasonal work to make ends meet; parents
with kids now home all day may catch up on work late
at night. Still, may the longer days and warmer
weather beckon you into a bit of free time this season.

Anniversaries
03
04
04
05
07
11
13
14
14
18
18
19
28

Ted & Laurie Fuka
Russ & Darlene Habel
Zach & Kelly Zellers
Herbert & Joanne Teske
Barry & Shirley Schulz
Kurt & Debi Klode
Glenn & Sandy Zagorski
Bruce & Sarah Bechtel
Bob & Phyllis Karpola
Todd & Tammi Carlson
Harold & Mary Oesterreich
Ed & Karen Tatro
Aaron & Leeann Schellhas

Listen:

30 years
37 years
10 years
65 years
53 years
43 years
13 years
34 years
62 years
37 years
54 years
21 years
17 years

“When you take time to replenish your spirit, it allows
you to serve others from the overflow. You cannot
serve from an empty vessel.” —Eleanor Brownn
(public speaker and educator)
“Sometimes it's important to work for that pot of gold.
But other times it's essential … to make sure that your
most important decision in the day [is] which color to
slide down on the rainbow.” —Douglas Pagels
(author)
“Rest time is not waste time; it is economy to gather
fresh strength. … In the long run, we shall do more by
sometimes doing less.” —Charles Spurgeon

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special
day or it is in error, please contact the church office.

“Come to me, all you that are weary … and I will give
you rest. … For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.” —Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30)
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Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184)
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) | Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002
www.worshipanew.org (Sermon Summaries)
Email: info@LMMinc.org
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
Chicago and Northwest Indiana

June 7, 2020 – The Holy Trinity
Psalm 9; Genesis 1:1-3, 26-28; Matthew 28:16-20
“I Believe in God!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 28:19 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Who is God? What has God done for and through me? What does God continue to accomplish for and through me?
Today we consider the true nature of our God and what it means to say, “I Believe in God.”
June 14, 2020 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 100; Romans 5:6-9; Matthew 9:35-10:4
“Christ’s Death is Amazing” - Sermon Text: Romans 5:6-9 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Christ’s death is amazing! It is amazing that He would even die for us. Also, His death is amazing in what it
accomplishes.
June 21, 2020 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 91:1-10; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
“A Bold Faith” - Sermon Text: Matthew 10:27 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
God’s call is a life-giving and active Word that changes the heart and empowers us from the outside. Through His
forgiving Word, God calls us to a bold faith and a changed life, and He also provides the power to do it.
June 28, 2020 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 119:153-160; Jeremiah 28:5-9; Matthew 10:34-42
“Sword of Peace” - Sermon Text: Matthew 10:34 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
Jesus Christ, His salvation, and heaven and hell are the most important things that there are. Next to Jesus, His
holy life, His death, and resurrection, nothing else is significant. Not the weather, sports, terrorist attacks, not even
our own lives. All of that’s meaningless when compared to the eternal reality of God's love for man in the sacrifice of
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. That’s what matters, and that’s worth fighting for.
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