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Volume 61 No. 12           December 2019               
 

 
Upcoming Events 

Dec 5: Ruth Society Christmas Party 

Dec 4,11,18: Advent Worship/Dinner 

Dec 8: Youth Baking Day 

Dec 11: Member Baking Day 

Dec 12: Women’s Bible Study, 9:15am 

Dec 12: Serving at St. Matthew’s 

Dec 10-11: ILP Chapel Days 

Dec 18-19: ILP Christmas Program 

Dec 20-Jan 5: ILP No School 

Dec 22: Cantata / Christmas Program 

Dec 24 & 25: Christmas Worship 

____________________________ 

Men of the Word Bible Study  
1st & 3rd Mondays, 7pm  
(No Class Dec 2 / Celebration Dec 16) 

Women of the Word Bible Study  
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7pm  
(No Class Dec 23 / Celebration Dec 9) 

People of the Word Bible Study  
5th Monday, 7pm (Men & Women) 
(No Class Dec 30) 

Women’s Morning Bible Study  
2nd & 4th Thursdays, 9:15 am 
(No Class Dec 26) 

Adult Bible Study / God’s Kids Club 
Sundays, 10:15 am (No Class Dec 29) 

____________________________ 

Did you snap a photo  
at one of our events? 
Please share it with us  
by emailing it to: 

office@immanuelmokena.org 

 
Gather & Donate Around Our Family Tree! 
By Lyn Thorne and Sarah Bechtel 

 
DECORATE OUR TREE: Please visit the new Lobby Christmas 
Tree donated by the Board of Fellowship. As a family let’s come 
together and decorate our tree. Each family is encouraged to bring 
and hang an ornament that represents them. All ornaments will be 
stored and rehung for years to come.  
 
GIVING TREE:  Also, you will find tags on the tree for our Annual 
Giving Tree initiative. Donation envelopes for various organizations 
like St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen, Lutheran World Relief, Bethesda, 
Hurricane Dorian (LCMS Disaster Relief) and Rays of Hope can be 
found. Any support you can provide to these organizations is greatly 
appreciated. Please make checks payable to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church and note the organization on the memo line. Donations may 
be returned to the decorated box located near the tree by 
December 25th.  

 
Thank you for generously donating to our MorningStar 
Mission Stars of Hope Program. You will truly make the 
holidays bright for these 25 families receiving these 
beautiful gifts. (Pictured Above) 

ITEMS 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 
continuously reach out with love and service." 
 
Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 
servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
OCT 
2019 

2019 
YTD 

2018 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 23,956 288,058 266,114 21,944 8 

Interest 112 2,079 1,798 281 16 

Expense 27,215 292,591 232,993 59,598 26 

Balance -3,147 -2,454 34,919 -37,373 -107 

 
* Mortgage Balance $203,629.13 
 

 

Weekly Attendance 
5:00 pm Saturday Services 
Nov 02…..50    Nov 23…..41 
Nov 09…..48    Nov 30…..33 
Nov 16…..49     
 
9:00 am Sunday Services 
Nov 03…..78    Nov 24…..81 
Nov 10…..53    Dec 01…..76 
Nov 17…..54     
 
Thanksgiving Eve 7pm 
Nov 27…..32 
 
Baptized Membership: 751 
Confirmed Membership:  600   
Households: 372 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin & Items Publishing 
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
 
Articles for the December Items are due by 
December 24 and will be on our website, mailed, 
and in the lobby after January 4. The Items 
Newsletter is also available online at 
immanuelmokena.org 

 
 

Official Acts 

Lauren Smith & Mike Darcy Wedding, Nov 23 
_______________________________________ 
 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
     

   Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
   Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  815-469-7573 
   Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
   Elder 4:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
   Elder 5:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
 
   Please contact these Elders should you have any 
    needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

 
Have you moved or 
has your contact 

information changed recently?  

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church 
office with your new information so you don’t miss 
out on our communications for church events/info!  
 
Church Office Contact Information:  
708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org 
_______________________________________ 

 
Mid-Week Advent 
December 4,11, 18 at 7pm  
(Serving Light Dinner at 6pm) 
Christmas Eve  

- Family Worship: December 24 at 4pm 
- Candlelight Worship:  December 24 at 10pm 
Christmas Day Worship 
December 25 at 10am 
________________________________________ 
 
Choir Rehearsal will meet following Advent 
Services on December 4, 11, and 18th  

December Worship Schedule 

Saturday Worship (5 pm) 
Contemporary: 7, 14, 21 
Traditional: 28 
 
Sunday Worship (9 am) 
Traditional: 1, 8, 29 
Blended & First Communion: 15 
Christmas Program God’s Kids Club  
& Choir Cantata: 22 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
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CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
1-2-3 (Part 2)  
(December 2019) 
As unique individuals, each 
of us have a set of interests 
and characteristics that we 
get varying levels of 

opportunity to express. Some of us love our 
jobs because we enjoy the kind of work they 
provide. Most people are good at their jobs 
because they have a certain degree of natural 
aptitude for the task, which is sharpened and 
shaped and deepened by years of experience. 
Many of us have hobbies or interests that spark 
our imagination and provide considerable 
enjoyment, and yet, sometimes even our 
closest friends have little clue as to how deeply 
our love for our hobby can go. We don’t talk 
about it. People don’t ask. It’s a hidden part of 
us that doesn’t often manifest itself. 
    But there are precious and unexpected 
moments when you discover that a friend or 
acquaintance has that same “bug” that you do. 
Who would have thought it! You’ve made an 
instant friend, and in just a few short moments 
you’re deep into the nuances of gardening or 
cosplay or indie punk rock or home brewing or 
interior design or organic cooking or Broadway 
or DIY or canning or golf or… the list could be 
endless. Discovering that another person has 
heard of, much less LOVES your favorite author 
(who happens to be fairly obscure) provides an 
opportunity to take a deep dive with a kindred 
spirit. When you find someone who has fallen 
just as in love with Baby Yoda as you have 
(Mandalorian fans will understand), you have 
an opportunity to “nerd out” with someone who 
has just as keen an interest in whether Rey will 
be “light” or “dark” by the end of Episode IX (if 
she survives, that is). 
    Now, if I’ve lost you with that last sentence, 
hang on! Some of you will know exactly what 
I’m talking about, and would be giddy to start a 
conversation about it. Others might even stop 
reading right there for fear of an even longer 
diatribe on the finer points of Star Wars lore. 
But by now it should be no surprise that I’m a 
Star Wars fan, or that I love Marvel superhero 
stories, as well as almost anything Disney. And 
I’m guessing you’re either like me in that 
respect, or not so much. It’s not something that 
I hide, particularly. I just try really hard not to 
bring it up too much. I don’t want to make 
people feel weird by my over-the-top fandom. 

    And here’s the point: I think many people 
treat their faith life like something that should be 
kept private, or mentioned lightly, like a hidden 
piece of personality or interest. The trend is 
well-documented. Americans see the 
privatization of religion to be a good thing. It’s 
not exactly a “dirty little secret,” but it’s not 
something that you announce with fanfare in 
polite gatherings. It’s personal. Something to 
keep to yourself. Don’t get preachy. Live and 
let-live. Don’t invade my personal, interior 
world, and I’ll stay out of yours. Everyone stays 
comfortable. 
    Some Christians will even start to believe the 
lie that what happens in church should be kept 
in church by leaning on the prayer of Jesus in 
John 17. It’s the place where we get the idea 
that we are called to be “in” the world without 
being “of” the world. "I have given them your 
word. The world hated them because they are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I 
am not praying that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. They are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world.” But if we focus just on that idea, 
we miss what Jesus says next in verse 18: "As 
you sent me into the world, I also have sent 
them into the world.” 
    As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, we 
would be foolhardy to gloss over the fact that 
God SENT His Son into this world, to be the 
“with-us God,” Immanuel. He doesn’t stay 
where it’s safe. He puts Himself out there. In 
the world. He stays connected to His Father, 
but He lives a very public, quite unapologetic 
life. He spends time with His disciples and with 
the crowds. He debates with His opponents. He 
is sent to complete the mission to save us. And 
He’s willing not just to become a lowly human 
being, in the form of a helpless infant. He’s also 
willing to die for you. He does that publicly. In 
plain view. Allowing Himself to be killed in a 
situation that could only be viewed as 
embarrassing and shameful, from a human 
view. This is where we find Jesus, on the cross. 
IN the world. 
    So while it’s great to have a place where we 
can be fed, hear God’s truth proclaimed 
powerfully, and be together as a family, it’s not 
the only place where the work of the church 
happens. We have one mission: make disciples 
(as we talked about last month). And it happens 
in 2 places: at church (temple) and in daily life 
(extended family life or oikos). We’ll be talking 
about these two places and fleshing that out in 
the coming months. 
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    Jesus sends us into the world, just like the 
Father sent Him, to be a light in a dark place, 
salt in a tasteless world, and a picture of the 
kingdom coming. Our homes, our places of 
work, where we shop and engage in society all 
become opportunities for the love of Jesus to 
be conveyed to a hurting world. Yes, there is 
comfort and growth inside the church, the family 
of God that gathers. But Jesus calls us to more 
than that, scatters and sends us to accomplish 
His mission, because… 
Adventure is out there! Pastor Aaron 
PS. I pray you have a blessed, merry 
Christmas, and that the joy of Jesus makes 
your celebrations meaningful and encouraging. 
 
Adventure is out there!  Pastor Aaron 
 

 
2020 Altar Flower Sign-Up Sheets 
Have Been Released!  

 
Check the Opportunity Book to sign up today 
for dates in 2020! We appreciate the 
congregation’s generosity in helping to beautify 
the altar for each service throughout the year. 
 
Please make checks payable to Ruth Society 
and do not forget to fill out the message portion 
that will be included in the bulletin. Place 
checks in offering plate or Mailbox D1 by the 
church office. 
  
(1) Bouquet = $20 / (2) Bouquets = $40 

 
 
 

Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen 
On each of our visits, we 
are humbled and thankful 
for God’s blessings on 
this ministry. Our next 
visit is planned for 
DECEMBER 12. 
Everyone is invited to join 
us – we leave Immanuel 

about 10:45am and are back to Mokena by 2:00pm 
– please call Barb at 708.995.5375 if you are 
interested in joining us.  
2019 Serving Dates: 12/12 

________________________________________ 

Lutheran Women in Mission 

Your mite box offerings are 
helping to fund ten mission 
grants selected at the LWML 
NID 2018 convention. To view 
these grants visit our website, 

select Serve, and click World. Help yourself to a 
mite box – your whole family is invited to 
participate. Thank you for supporting our Northern 
Illinois District and National LWML mission grants – 
you are a blessing to so many!!!  
 
Mite offerings are collected on the first weekend of 
the month in the large mite box in our narthex. Next 
Mite Box Collection: January 4/5th. Thank you for 
supporting LWML – your gifts are a blessing to 
many!  
________________________________________ 

Advent Preservice Meals  By Lyn Thorne 

Advent has arrived, we 
will be hosting light 
meals before each mid-
week Advent service. 
The Board of Fellowship 
will host the first 
Wednesday, December 
4th, but we are looking 
for volunteers to host 
the other two 

Wednesdays. PLEASE SIGN-UP IN THE 

OPPORTUNITY BOOK in the Lobby/Narthex.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Advent 
Dinner 
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We Are Family – Make Yourself At 
Home in Our New Lobby! 
By Lyn Thorne 

 
Now that the kitchen in the lobby is complete, 
members are welcome to bring a coffee cup or 
reusable waterbottle from home to store in the 
appropriate upper cabinet for easy use while you 
are visiting. We ask that you label the cup or bottle 
with your name. Please wash and dry your cup 
prior to putting it away. Use, cleaning and storage 
is each individual’s responsibility. Immanuel is not 
responsible for lost, stolen or damaged cups or 
waterbottles. We want our members to feel 
comfortable and like Family in our new lobby. 
_______________________________________ 
 

Calling All Bakers and Buyers! 
By Lyn Thorne 

 
Please get your recipes out and mark your 
calendars for December 14th for the annual Cookie 
Walk! This event has become so popular that we 
more cookies than in the past. If you can please 
make at least 12 dozen, but preferably 20 dozen 
cookies, this would make our event even more 
successful.  
 
PLEASE SIGN-UP IN THE OPPORTUNITY BOOK 
in the Lobby/Narthex. For those of you who may 
not know, these funds are used for to cover all of 
the Fellowship events throughout the year. On 
behalf of the entire Board of Fellowship we are so 
grateful for your support. 

COOKIE WALK VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
Volunteer Bakers please visit our opportunity book 
to sign up. This is a huge event and baker’s 
donations are greatly appreciated & needed! 
Cookie Drop off is Dec 13th from 8am-7pm. 

Youth Community Service Hours are available if 
you would like to assist with event logistics, please 
see Lyn Thorne. 

Youth Group Baking Day: Junior High and High 
School Kids are invited to help bake cookies for the 
cookie walk on Sunday, December 8th at 10:15am. 
We will order pizzas and eat lunch while we’re busy 
baking. Friends are welcome to join in! Please 
contact Doreen Pomykala with questions 815-351-
1328. 

Member Baking Day: On Wednesday, December 
11th at 6pm members will get together at Immanuel 
to bake gingerbread cookies for the fundraiser. 
Please Note: This baking gathering is to help 
supplement, not replace the need for volunteer 
bakers! 
_______________________________________ 
 

Help Us Adorn Immanuel’s Altar  
For Christmas  
By: Ruth Society 
We are taking Poinsettia Orders 
until December 8th.  
 
Cost: $12 Per Plant  

Make Checks Payable to: Ruth Society 
 
Please complete an order form & deposit it with 
your payment in the green bank bag on the table in 
the lobby. Order forms can be found in the 
Opportunity Book.  
 

tel:815-351-1328
tel:815-351-1328
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Annual Fall Fest and Beef Dinner  
Was a Combination of “All Hands On 
Deck” & “It Takes a Village!” 
By Carol Sluis  

  
 
The Fall Festival Committee would like to thank 
everyone who helped to make the 2019 Fall Festival 

sponsored by the Ruth 
Society a great 
success. We had so many 
helpers & volunteers which 
assisted with our 
fundraising effort. 
Everyone was in great 
spirit & many compliments 
were received about the 
Beef Dinner & craft show. 
A financial total will be 

forthcoming. A total of 180 lbs of beef were cooked! 
Thanks to all, Fellowship Committee & Ruth Society 
 

______________________________________________ 

Christian Symbol (By: NewsletterNewsletter) 
Holly— Holly was first used by pagans to decorate for 

the festival of Saturnalia. When Christians 
began celebrating Christmas in honor of 
Christ, they adapted that decorating 
practice to reflect Jesus’ life and death. 
Holly’s pointed leaves symbolize the crown 

of thorns and its red berries symbolize Christ’s blood 
shed on the cross. Because holly thrives and its berries 
retain their brilliance even in harsh winter conditions, 
non-Christians saw it as a symbol of eternity — which is 
fitting for Christians as well. 
____________________________________________ 

 

Coming Attraction (By: NewsletterNewsletter) 
Advent, which marks the beginning 
of the church year, is “the first 
gleam of Christmas,” writes W.E. 
Sangster. “It heralds the entrance 
of the Divine into human history; it 
is heaven descending to earth; it is 
a great event casting its brilliance 

before it.” Sangster adds: “It is as though a trumpeter 
had taken his stand upon the turrets of time and 
announced the coming of the King. ‘Get ready,’ he 
seems to say. ‘Get ready. He is coming!’” 
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Birthdays 
   01  Adam Tustin        19  John Wojno 

02  Natalee Schellhas  20  Ed Senn 
03  Kelly Baker  21  Shannon Brown 
05  Brandon Hohl          21  Aaron Schellhas 

09  Jim LaRocco        22  John Lupe 
09  Bev Whittier        23  Gavin Marnul 
10  Tyler Seputis   23  Lois Yunker 
10  Logan Wojno       24  Robb Schuldt 
10  Jeremy Zagrakalis         25  Karen Rohder 
11  Raymond Brown          25  Nicole Maranto 
13  Courtney Heath           25  John Mirocha 
14  Olivia Hutson                 25  Sophie Pattenaude 

15  Pam Bakken        27  Theresa Bubeck 
15  Tina Bowlds  27  Jeff Sneideraitis 
17  Don Compagnoni          29  Mitchell DeVivo 
17  Allison Costella             30  David Bechtel 
 

 
Anniversaries 

02   Jim & Tina Bowlds            30 years  
03   Jerry & Karen Vrshek       42 years 
11   Carol & Bob Garcia           26 years 
19   John & Nancy Mirocha     49 years 
22   Kevin & Maetha Smith          49 years 
29   Diana & Terrance Quigley         46 years 
 
 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a birthday 
or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day or it is in 
error, please contact the church office. 

 

 
 

 
By Linda Marquardt  
 

Save the Date: Annual Art Show & 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser    
Please join us on February 1st for our annual 
preschool art show, raffles, bingo and spaghetti 
dinner.   
 

Preschool Registration 2020-2021    
Are you looking or know someone who is looking for a 
preschool program for your 3 – 5 year olds? 
Registration for Immanuel’s preschool will open to it’s 
Church Members on January 6th, Current Students on 
Jan 30th, and to the Public on February 10th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Schedule 

12/10: Chapel Day (2day AM) 9:15am  
12/11: Chapel Day (5day & 3day AM & PM) 

9:15am & 12:30pm 
12/18: Christmas Program (3 & 5 Day) 9:30am 
12/19: Christmas Program (2 Day) 9:30am 
12/20 – 01/05: No School – Christmas Break 

https://immanuelmokena.360members.com/people/1036838664
https://immanuelmokena.360members.com/people/1036838445
https://immanuelmokena.360members.com/people/1036838299
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December 1, 2019 – First Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 118:25-28, Zechariah 9:9b (Antiphon); Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 21:1-11 
“Your King’s Coming!” - Sermon Text: Zechariah 9:9b - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
 
Your King is coming! What would you do if you were expecting the arrival of a king at your home? Would it 
make any difference in your daily routine? How would you prepare? King Jesus is on His way! He’s coming to 
you, full of righteousness and bearing salvation. Now that’s an advent to look forward to with hope, with 
expectation, with longing, and with urgency. 
 
 
December 8, 2019 – Second Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 72:1-7; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
“Band of Brothers” - Sermon Text: Romans 15:4-13 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker  
 
There is great division in our world. This is also reflected in our country. Jesus came to remove the barriers 
that separate us so we “may abound in hope.” 
 
 
December 15, 2019 – Third Sunday in Advent 
Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-15 
“A Blooming Desert” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 35:1-10 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 
Do you feel dry and deserted? Are the pressures of life squeezing out the joy of living as a Child of God? Take 
heart for God has Good News for you! Through His prophecy of a “Blooming Desert,” God encourages you! 
 
 
December 22, 2019 – Fourth Sunday in Advent *The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day Observed 
Psalm 98; Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-18 
“The Bare Truth” - Sermon Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
The abiding popularity of tell-all, show-all magazines and websites testifies to human curiosity about the “inside 
scoop,” the bare truth, of celebrities, happenings, and other such things. God’s Word truly tells all and shows 
all as it delivers The Bare Truth about history’s most important, consequential person . . . our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. The Christmas story does so much more than satisfy human curiosity, it shows us God and the 
way back to Him. 
 
 
December 29, 2019 – First Sunday after Christmas  
Psalm 111; Galatians 4:4-7; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
“Nothing Stops God” - Sermon Text: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
The forces for evil seem powerful, indeed. But no evil power can stop God in his plan to save you, or in any of 
his blessed plans for you. 

 

Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s  
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184) 
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683)   |   Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 
www.worshipanew.org   (Sermon Summaries) 
Email: info@LMMinc.org 

 
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana 

http://www.worshipanew.org/
mailto:info@LMMinc.org

