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Upcoming Events 

Oct 02: Confirmation Class Begins 

Oct 5-20: Paper Goods Drive 

Oct 10: Women’s Bible Study, 9:15am 

Oct 10: Serving at St. Matthew’s 

Oct 14: ILP No School 

Oct 15-16: ILP Chapel Days 

Oct 20: Flu Shots by Walgreens 

Oct 23-24: ILP Read-a-thon Ends 

Oct 27: Trunk or Treat Event 

Nov 9: Fall Fest / Beef Dinner 

____________________________ 

 
Men of the Word Bible Study  
1st & 3rd Mondays, 7pm  

Women of the Word Bible Study  
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7pm 

People of the Word Bible Study  
5th Monday, 7pm (Men & Women) 

Women’s Morning Bible Study  
2nd & 4th Thursdays, 9:15 am 

____________________________ 

 
Did you snap a photo  
at one of our events? 
Please share it with us  
by emailing it to: 

office@immanuelmokena.org 

 

Join Us or Serve At A Spooktacular Event 
By Sarah Bechtel  

Trunk-or Treat is 
Sunday, October 
27th from 4pm – 
6pm. We will 
begin collecting 
donations of 
candy and bottled 
water the 

weekend of October 6th. We expect an even bigger crowd than last 
year so we welcome your candy donations! We also need many 
volunteers! We need the following: provide a decorated “trunk” and 
pass out candy OR help with food, raffles, games, or parking lot. 
You will find a sign up sheet on the bulletin board but we encourage 
you to go to our website and use the online sign up — you will find 
the link on the home page at immanuelmokena.org. If you have 
questions, please feel free to contact Sarah Bechtel 
at bechtelnl@comcast.net or 847-712-8649. Thank you! 
________________________________________________ 
 

Paper Goods Drive  
Benefiting Frankfort Township Food Pantry 

Collection Dates:  
October 5th – 20th   
During the month of 
October Immanuel will 
be helping the pantry 
with a list of requested 
paper themed collection 
items including: toilet 
paper, kleenex, 
napkins, paper towel 
and paper plates. The 

pantry would also appreciate Dollar Tree Gift Cards. Items can be 
dropped off in the box in the lobby from October 5th through October 
20th. If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Limanowski 
at 708-479-2523. 

ITEMS 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
http://immanuelmokena.org/
mailto:bechtelnl@comcast.net
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 
continuously reach out with love and service." 
 
Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 
servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
AUG 
2019 

2019 
YTD 

2018 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 25,662 237,667 217,219 -20,448 9 

Interest 111 1,469 1,262 207 16 

Expense 32,860 233,231 195,635 37,596 19 

Balance -7,087 5,905 22,846 -16,941 -74 

 
* August 2019 expense included a $6K Heritage Hall Repair. 
* 2018 expenses were lower in part due to pastoral vacancy. 
 

 

Weekly Attendance 
5:00 pm Saturday Services 
Aug 31…..34     Sep 21…..64 
Sep 07…..NA    Sep 28…..27 
Sep 14…..44 
 
9:00 am Sunday Services 
Sep 01…..54    Sep 22…..81 
Sep 08…..92    Sep 29…..58 
Sep 15…..69 
 
Baptized Membership: 751 
Confirmed Membership:  600   
Households: 372 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin & Items Publishing 
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
 
Articles for the November Items are due by 
October 25 and will be on our website, mailed, and 
in the lobby after November 2. The Items 
Newsletter is also available online at 
immanuelmokena.org 

 
 

Official Acts 
Baptism:  
Teagan Everleigh Hoffmann, September 8 
Emma Marie Munson, September 21 

 

 
Member Deaths:  
Doris Keel, September 3 

 

 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
     

   Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
   Elder 2:  Jim Bubeck  815-469-7573 
   Elder 3:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
   Elder 4:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
   Elder 5:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
 
   Please contact these Elders should you have any 
    needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

 
Have you moved or 
has your contact 

information changed recently?  

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church 
office with your new information so you don’t miss 
out on our communications for church events/info!  
 
Church Office Contact Information:  
708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org 
________________________________________ 
 

October Worship Schedule 

Saturday Worship (5 pm) 
Contemporary: 5,19, 26 
Traditional: 12 
 
Sunday Worship (9 am) 
Traditional: 13, 20, 27 
Blended: 6 
 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
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CONVERSATION STARTERS  
FROM THE PASTOR  
Consumer 
Christians or  
Fruit-bearing 
Disciples  

   I have a confession to make. So, here goes.  
I love to eat. I do. There’s something very 
satisfying about a combination of high-quality 
ingredients prepared with excellence. It holds 
the same appeal and opportunity for delight that 
you’d experience in a sublime piece of music, 
played with excellence, or a work of art, 
appreciated for all of its nuance and expression. 
Food is good. Good food is even better. 
   And sometimes, even though my head knows 
better, I eat too much. I’ve heard enough of the 
statistics about nutrition, obesity, and health 
that I could even consciously know, in the 
moment, that taking another bite isn’t in my best 
interest. That I should probably eat only half of 
the over-sized portion the server puts in front of 
me and take the rest home. That I can still 
function with the mentality of my teenage years, 
when titles like “Bottomless Pit” and “Hollow 
Leg” were commonly applied to me. 
   But if I’m being honest, I know that’s not the 
case. Eating too much isn’t good for me. I can’t 
follow those patterns of excess that were 
common in my youth. I can’t rely on a high 
metabolism to zap every calorie I put into my 
mouth to smithereens. And if ever I forget, all I 
have to do is look back to my first year of 
college and what the infamous “Freshman 15” 
(or 25!) can do to a person. Too much food, 
without the exercise to balance it out, is 
unhealthy and unproductive. 
   The same is true for the Christian life. We 
need to eat good “food,” the Word of God, to 
sustain our hearts for the journey with Jesus. 
We need to have our physical bodies filled with 
the Spirit of Jesus and His promises as we take 
the Lord’s Supper, so He truly does dwell in us 
bodily. We need good, nutritious spiritual food. 
And gathering together to “eat” on the 
weekends, to gather as the church, to be filled 
with God’s goodness, is essential to solid 
community and the unity it needs to thrive. 
Eating during the week is also essential, 
spending time in the Word personally, listening 
for God’s voice between the rustling of the 
pages. 
   However (and this is the point), we are not 
called to be spiritually flabby. We eat to work. 

We feed our hearts to engage in the mission. 
We are filled with God’s goodness to have 
something to share. God puts food on the table 
not so that we can get fat, happy, and lazy. He 
bountifully provides for His family because He 
knows their work in His harvest fields is hard! 
We consume to produce. And what is a godly 
life to produce? Personally, it produces the fruit 
of God’s Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). And in 
relationship with others, it produces a 
community of disciple-makers and -shapers. 
   The benefits of this are two-fold. First, we are 
much less inclined to be so concerned about 
whether we like the “taste” of the food than how 
it will fuel the mission Jesus left us: making 
disciples. We become less caught up in the 
consumeristic attitudes of our culture, much 
less concerned with having things our way. 
Jesus didn’t promise His disciples long stays in 
5-star hotels. He called them to follow Him…to 
the cross and beyond. The same is true for us. 
Our culture says to us, “Your will be done,” but 
we say to God, “Thy will be done.” 
   Second, our view of what happens when we 
gather to eat changes. We gather to eat. We 
eat to be healthy. We consume to produce. We 
engage God’s Word not only to be found 
standing with God…which is important (we’ll 
talk about that this coming month). But we 
engage God’s Word to be saturated with His 
presence and truth, so that our lives produce 
good works that others can notice and praise 
God (Matthew 5:16). 
So…eat! Drink! Enjoy the company of God’s 
people! It’s a GOOD thing to do so. But also 
remember why you eat. It’s not just for you. It’s 
for the people around you, too. The people that 
share their lives with you in everyday life. And 
the miracle that Jesus is still doing, two 
millennia after His ascension, is feeding millions 
(not just 4,000 or 5,000) with His very self. With 
simple bread and wine. And He uses His body, 
you and me, joined together and enlivened by 
His Spirit, to deliver this food to those around 
us. So here’s to a healthy, growing, well-
exercised body…and the Savior who feeds it! 
Cheers! 
Adventure is out there!  Pastor Aaron 
 

October “Here I Stand”  
Sermon Theme 
OCT 05/06  “Moses”     
OCT 12/13  “Esther” 
OCT 19/20  “Elijah” 
OCT 26/27  “Martin & Katy” 
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Thank You  
Laverne M. Cohen  
By Lynn Gilmore 

Immanuel recently received a 
generous gift from Laverne Cohen, 

who passed away in April of this year and left a 
portion of her estate to Immanuel. Laverne was a 
wonderful woman who was always ready to be 
engaged in conversation before and after our 
services. This is a wonderful way to express your 
faith and leave a remembrance for the future. 
Please consider this as your complete your estate 
planning. 
_______________________________________ 

Baptisms 
September 8, 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured: Pastor Aaron, Crystal Ziemer-Hoffmann,  
Robert Hoffmann, and Teagan Everleigh Hoffmann 

 
September 21, 2019 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Pictured: Pastor Aaron, Craig Munson, Shannon Munson, and 
Emma Marie Munson 
____________________________________________ 

 

Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen 
On each of our visits, we 
are humbled and thankful 
for God’s blessings on this 
ministry. Our next visit is 
planned for OCTOBER 10. 
Everyone is invited to join 
us – we leave Immanuel 

about 10:45am and are back to Mokena by 2:00pm 
– please call Barb at 708.995.5375 if you are 
interested in joining us.  

2019 Serving Dates: 11/14; 12/12 
 

Help Fill the 2019 Altar Flower Chart! 
There are only (3) slots left for 2019, please check 
the flower chart and sign up today. Please make 
checks payable to Ruth Society and do not forget to 
fill out your flower card.  
 
(2) Flower Vases: $40 or just (1) Flower Vase: $20 
_______________________________________ 

Women’s Thursday 
Morning Bible Study 
Returns by Barb Belanski 
  All women are invited to 
the bi-monthly Thursday 
morning Bible hour 
beginning on October 10th.   
Our initial study will focus 

on “Overflowing Abundance: Jesus Feeding the 
Five Thousand”, authored by Donna Pyle. Through 
this 6-lesson DVD Bible study and workbook, we 
will dig deep into Scripture to see a compelling 
picture of our compassionate Savior who provides 
for our every need. 
  Donna Pyle has authored over 23 Bible studies 
and traveled throughout the United States and 
internationally to speak and teach from the 
Scriptures.  She has published several shorter 
Bible studies in the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly; 
written numerous books, devotions and magazine 
articles and was the featured Bible study presenter 
at many LWML conventions.  Donna loves to 
mentor and encourage all women embarking on 
their path of faith. 
  So, come and study God’s Word with us – 
meeting in the library at 9:15.  Workbooks have 
been ordered – bring you Bible and enthusiasm to 
be fed by His Word with Overflowing Abundance. 
________________________________________ 
 

Lutheran Women in Mission-Northern 
Illinois District – 
Mission Grants for 
2018-2020 

Your mite box offerings are helping to fund these 
ten mission grants selected at the LWML NID 2018 
convention: 
1. Equipping the Church to Reach People with 

Disabilities - Voice of Care…$ 17,474 
2. Life for St. Matthew – Saving a Historic House 

of Worship in Chicago…$18,000 
3. Haitian Feeding Program – Trinity of Hope                                               

$2,500 
4. Post Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion – 

Lutherans for Life…$10,000 
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5. Grace Lutheran School – Grace Christian 
Academy, Chicago…$18,000 

6. Food/Clothing Co-op – Concordia Theo. 
Seminary, Ft. Wayne…$10,000 

7. Exterior Cabin Renovations – Walcamp 
Outdoor Ministries…$14,562.35 

8. Native American Youth Program, Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula Lutheran Indian 
Ministries…$18,000 

9. Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates -Lutheran 
Braille Workers…$8,000 

10.  Haiti Lutheran Mission Society…$3,463.65 
                                                     
Help yourself to a mite box – your whole family is 
invited to participate. Thank you for supporting our 
Northern Illinois District and National LWML 
mission grants – you are a blessing to so many!!! 

Mite offerings are collected on the first weekend of 
the month in the large mite box in our narthex.  
Next Mite Box Collection: November 2nd / 3rd 

Thank you for supporting LWML – your gifts are a 
blessing to many!  
________________________________________ 

Ruth Society’s Annual Fall Fest & 
Beef Dinner is Coming Soon!!! 

By Carole Sluis & Mary Oesterreich 

On November 9, 2019 we will host 
our annual Fall Fest including craft 
show, beef dinner and bake sale.  
Please join us for this enjoyable 
fundraising event. 
 
Craft Show & Bake Sale  
10am - 7pm (Free Entry) 
Beef Dinner 4pm - 6:30pm  
(Adults: $13, Children 6-12yrs: $4,  
Children 5 & under: Free) 
 

Interested in Volunteering? Fall Fest Beef Dinner 
Sign-up sheets will be up in the lobby beginning 
Oct 4. The Ruth Society greatly appreciates all the 
help from our congregation. All the money we earn 
goes to our missions and Immanuel. Any questions 
please contact Mary Oesterreich at 708-479-7745. 
_________________________________________ 
 

The Quilting Circle’s Hearts Are Filled 
With Joy!  By Delynn Flannery 

A Big Thank you to the 
congregation for helping us raise 
$412 to purchase batting for the 
future quilts we will construct for 
those in need! The winners of the 
raffle were drawn at the church 

picnic on September 8th, congratulations to Naomi 
Nagy, Miriam Wilson, and Kathy Cleary. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Faith Like a Mustard Seed  By LWML.org 
We will observe 
LWML Weekend 
October 12-13. 
Please consider 
contributing to 
our post worship 
offering.  
 
“Faith Like a 
Mustard Seed” is 
the theme for 
LWML Weekend 
2019, based on 
Jesus’ words in 
Luke 17:6 that 
faith as small as 
a mustard seed 

can move a mulberry tree. We may long for a 
greater and more heroic faith, but what about the 
faith we have right now? LWML Weekend 2019 
celebrates the power of a daily walk with Jesus to 
transform lives and multiply disciples. Little faith or 
great, there are mulberry trees to be moved!  
_________________________________________ 
 

Stay Healthy This Flu Season 
By Mary Oesterreich 

 
Immanuel is teaming up with our local Walgreens to 
offer flu shots after worship services on Sunday, 
October 20, 2019. We have successfully worked 
with Walgreens in the past doing this event. Please 
sign up in the church lobby if you plan to attend so 
that we can have a headcount to provide 
Walgreens. Please have your insurance cards with 
you on the day of the event. Questions? Please 
contact Mary Oesterreich at 708-479-7745. 
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Ruth Society Trivia By Bev Whittier  

How well do you know the Ruth society?  
 
1. Do you know the year Ruth Society Started?  
2. Where did the first members meet?  
3. How was the name Ruth Society decided?  

   
   Ruth Society started on June 13, 1939.  Fourteen 
members met for the first time to form a Altar Guild 
for Immanuel. Their first meetings were held at 
members homes. Ruth Society name came from the 
Bible the book of Ruth, as the helper. 
   We have grown a lot since that date in 1939. We 
will be 81 years  in June 2020 with  25 members  
belonging .  We still need more women to help as 
Ruth Society ages so do our members.  
   With the Lord’s help we are like Ruth in the Bible 
but we need you also. Please consider coming to our 
meeting Thursday October 3rd and see what we are 
planning coming up this fall. For more information 
please call me Bev Whittier President at 815-485-
9269. 
__________________________________________ 

World Mission 
Weekend Success  
By Sarah Bechtel  
Thank you from the Board of 
Stewardship for your support 

of Lutheran World Relief the weekend of September 
15th . The free will door offering raised $479 in 
support of this organization that works around the 
world and focuses on breaking the cycle of poverty 
while also responding to emergencies as needed. 
Your donations will help them continue this work as 
they act as the hands and feet of Jesus. 

_____________________________________ 

 
Library News  
By Sarah Bechtel 
Did You Know?  Our church 
library receives donations of 
materials and sometimes those 
items are not a good fit for our 

collections (duplicates, format, etc.). You may find 

these items would be a good addition to your 
personal collection or that of a friend. Stop in the 
library and check out the “Free to a Good Home” bin 
on the desk — you never know what treasure you 
may find! 
_________________________________________   

Sunday School 
Teachers Needed   
By Lyn Thorne  

God’s Kids Club is looking for 
help with their children’s 
ministry. Requirements: Must 
Love Children, Love God and 

be Willing to Serve! For More information contact Lyn 
Thorne at 708-805-4456 or by email at 
lynthorne54@gmail.com.  
______________________________________________ 

Preschool Read-A-Thon Fundraiser   
By Nancy Kaczmarczyk  

Our Preschool is hosting their 
annual read-a-thon fundraiser 
from September 23 through 
October 23. The Immanuel 
congregation will have the 
opportunity to donate to this 
fundraiser through a door 
offering the weekend of 
October 12/13th.   

_________________________________________ 
 

Check Out The New Faces On Our 
Preschool Staff By Nancy Kaczmarczyk  

Please visit the Immanuel website and view the 
Preschool staff page to meet our three new assistant 
teachers: Cindy Schipma, Hailey Szuic, and Desa 
Propadalo. 
_________________________________________ 
 

Christian Symbol (By: NewsletterNewsletter) 
Fortress— The tower, or fortress, is a 
symbol that, in the words of Psalm 
46:1, “God is our refuge and strength.” 
Martin Luther used this psalm as the 
basis for his hymn “A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God.” The tower or fortress 

may also represent Saint Barbara, an early Christian 
martyr, who ordered that her tower be built with three 
windows instead of two to signify the Trinity. Another 
scripture reads “But the LORD has become my 
fortress, and my God the rock in whom I take refuge” 
(Psalm 94:22, NIV).  

mailto:lynthorne54@gmail.com
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Birthdays 
   01  Bob Fleckenstein        16  Alexander Rohder 

01  Greg Strobel 17  Sharon Schwanbeck 
02  Gary J. Banser Jr.  19  Becky Burke 
03  Kim Horneij  20  Kerry Gerken 
05  Leo Cleary          20  Garett Haug 

05  Russ Fleckenstein 21  Lynn Gilmore 
07  Ray Fleckenstein 21  Scarlett Pattenaude 
07  Tim Knight  22  Sierra Perrin 
08  Nick Floramo       23  Wendy Nagy 
09  Dan Rohder         23  Karen Tatro 
09  Tim Victor            23  Karen Vrshek 
10  Allison Bonicontro 24  Nasser Diab 
11  Layla Wojno                  24  Bruce Karpola 

12  Bill Pomykala      25  Ted Fenn 
13  Jimmy Bowlds  25  JoAnna Rowell 
13  Jessica Klaisner            25  Kelly Snedden 
14  Dave Ebert             26  Dale Disabato 
14  Susan Kruspe             27  Christina Temple 
14  Lee Zagrakalis               28  Kathy Cleary 
15  Amy Zagrakalis             31  Lauren Maranto 
16  Leslie Cosich      31  Shirley Schulz 
 

 
Anniversaries 

01   Dale & Kathy Disabato     42 years  
05   Cheryl & Dennis Thompson   45 years 
11   Bob & Joan Fleckenstein        61 years 
11   Deborah & George Tolsky           39 years 
12   Kyle & Jodi Klode             34 years 
12   Theodore & Caryn Obis     29 years 
12   Dee Dee & Lance Nilsen     28 years 
15   Bill & Doreen Pomykala     36 years 
16   Carol & John Golembiewski        43 years 
17   Maryann & Wally Hawrysko        49 years 
20   Bruce & Diane Braner             46 years 
22   Charles & JoAnna Rowell            08 years 
26   Amy & Patrick Lydic          28 years 
28   Ed & Rita Nykrin               24 years 
30   John & Kim Horneij            26 years 
31   Donald & Gail Compagnoni        61 years 
 
 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day 
or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

Our First Chapel Day with Teachers,Students & Parents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Schedule 

10/7 & 10/8: Kids Can Do Screening  
10/14: No School – Columbus Day 
10/15: Chapel Day (2day AM) 9:15am  
10/16: Chapel Day (5day & 3day AM & PM) 

9:15am & 12:30pm 
10/24: Read-a-thon Ends Pledges Due 
10/24 & 10/25: School Pictures by Lifetouch 
10/30 & 10/31: Halloween Parties 
 



8 
 

 

October 6, 2019 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 62; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:1-10 
“Spirit of Power” - Sermon Text: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 
God always gives what God’s people always need at the time it is always most effective. The Apostle Paul 
reminds us that God has not given us a spirit of timidity but the Spirit of Power. What does this mean? While it 
doesn’t mean we can leap tall buildings, it does mean God does not desert us in the midst of extreme 
challenges. In fact, He is with us to grow us in faith in Jesus. 
 
 
October 13, 2019 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:1-10; Luke 17:11-19 
“I’m Grateful” - Sermon Text: Luke 17:11-19 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer  
 
“I’m Grateful” not only is the appropriate response all the blessings of body and soul given to us by our great 
God, but it also has the power to change the lives of those around us and even shape the world in which we 
live. An attitude of “I’m Grateful” is a gift from God in response to the gifts of God, especially the “inexpressible 
Gift” of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 
October 20, 2019 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Luke 18:1-8 
“Total Protection” - Sermon Text: Psalm 121 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
We live in a dangerous world. But Psalm 121 assures us that we have total protection from God. The good 
news is that God guards us in all aspects of our life. 
 
 
October 27, 2019 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost *Reformation Observed 
Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 
“Trust in Jesus” - Sermon Text: John 8:31 - Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, Jr. 
 
The Reformation was a miracle done purely by God’s grace, which returned the church’s focus to faith in Jesus 
Christ. Today the church is struggling in the United States with continuing decline. But that is nothing new, as 
John 8:31-26 shows us. The basic message has been the same yesterday, today, and into the future: Trust in 
Jesus. 
 

 

Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s  
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184) 
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683)   |   Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 
www.worshipanew.org   (Sermon Summaries) 
Email: info@LMMinc.org 

 
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana 

http://www.worshipanew.org/
mailto:info@LMMinc.org

