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Upcoming Events 

Aug 03: Thunderbolts Game 

Aug 08: Church Chat – Pomykala 

Aug 15: Church Chat – Kaczmarczyk 

Aug 20: Christian Education Meeting 

Aug 22: Church Chat – Bechtel 

Aug 22: Serving at St. Matthew’s 

Aug 29: Church Chat - Thorne 

Aug 27/28: ILP Open House/Meet the 
Teachers for Parents & Students 

Sept 03: Church Chat – Nasser Diab 

Sept 8: Annual Church Picnic  
(Grandparents Day Theme) & Rally Day 

______________________________ 

Engage With God in His Creation 
2019 Outdoor Worship Schedule: 
August 11th - 9:00 am 
September 8th – 10:15 am 

Weather-permitting we will host service one 
Sunday a month in our outdoor sanctuary. 

____________________________ 

 
Men’s Bible Study  
1st & 3rd Mondays, 7pm 

Women’s Bible Study  
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7pm 

____________________________ 
 
Did you snap a photo  
at one of our events? 
Please share it with us  
by emailing it to: 

office@immanuelmokena.org 

 

Help Us Keep Quilting for Those in Need  
By Barb Belanski & Delynn Flannery 

Immanuel’s Quilting Circle has been sewing up a storm. 
Between last year and this year so far, we have been able to 
donate over 60 quilts to St. Matthew, 8 to the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League Convention, and are now 
working on quilts to be sent to Lutheran World Relief.  
 
We would like to share three special quilts with the members 
of Immanuel. Opportunities to bid on these quilts will be 
available during the month of August. Bids will be $1 each or 
6 for $5 – the bid boxes will be on display in the narthex. 
Winners of the quilts will be chosen at the Rally Day picnic on 
September 8th.   
 
We are thankful for the donations of sheets, material and 
other supplies from the congregation. But we always have a 
need for a filler for the quilts. We have used many different 
varieties of quilt “fillers” but have found professional batting 
works far better than any other medium. So, all proceeds from 
the quilt bidding will be used to purchase batting material for 
quilt projects in the future. Take a look at the quilts up for 
bidding – maybe for a grandson, granddaughter or special 
someone – each made with tender loving care. Thank you for 
your support! 
 

ITEMS 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 
continuously reach out with love and service." 
 
Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 
servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
JUNE 
2019 

2019 
YTD 

2018 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 24,532 170,009 162,657 7,352 5 

Interest 382 1,240 1,014 226 22 

Expense 27,569 171,228 152,200 19,028 13 

Balance -2,655 21 11,471 -11,450 -100 

 
* 2018 expense exclude Pastoral salary/benefits due to vacancy. 
 

 

Weekly Attendance 
5:00 pm Saturday Services 
July 06…..47    July 20…..52 
July 13…..53    July 27…..38 
 
9:00 am Sunday Services 
July 07…..66    July 21…..70 
July 14…..42    July 28…..64 
 
Baptized Membership: 748 
Confirmed Membership:  600   
Households: 372 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin & Items Publishing 
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
 
Articles for the September Items are due by 
August 21 and will be on our website, mailed, and 
in the lobby after September 1. The Items 
Newsletter is also available online at 
immanuelmokena.org 

 
 

Official Acts 
Memorial Services: Michael Disabato, July 25 
 
Marriage: Katie Kaczmarczyk & Lucas Oliveira, 
July 12. 

 
 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
     

   Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
   Elder 2:  Jim Bowlds 708-578-9094 
   Elder 3:  Jim Bubeck  815-469-7573 
   Elder 4:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
   Elder 5:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
   Elder 6:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
 
   Please contact these Elders should you have any 
    needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

 
Have you moved or 
has your contact 
information changed recently?  

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church 
office with your new information so you don’t miss 
out on our communications for church events/info!  
 
Church Office Contact Information:  
708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org 
________________________________________ 

 
Volunteer to be a Greeter or Reader 

We are still looking for help with 
Greeters and Readers for Saturday 
and Sunday services. If you can 
help, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheets located on the 

bulletin board in the church lobby/narthex. 

August Worship Schedule 

Saturday Worship (5 pm) 
Contemporary: 3, 10, 17, 24 
Traditional: 31 
 
Sunday Worship (9 am) 
Traditional: 4,11,18 
Blended: 25 
Outdoor: 11 
 
Pastoral Coverage August 17-18 
Pastor Gary Schmidtke 
 

mailto:office@immanuelmokena.org
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CONVERSATION STARTERS FROM PASTOR  

Rest is Godly 
   As the summer starts 
to wind down and the 
minds of those involved 
in all levels of formal 
education start to drift, 
sometimes reluctantly, 
toward the classroom 
and its pursuits, it’s 
good to reflect on a 

simple truth: rest is a godly thing. 
 
   If Almighty God, who created the world in six 
days, rested on the seventh day, what should 
that tell us? That even the most powerful being 
in the world seeks to set an example, a pattern 
for His creation to follow. God Almighty doesn’t 
need to rest. In fact, Isaiah states very clearly 
that God “does not faint or grow weary” (40:28, 
ESV). Not only His love and affection for His 
creation is indefatigable, but His power is, as 
well. So the reason God rests on the seventh 
day of the week is to give us an example, a 
template to follow. 
 
   In many ways, the godly impulse to rest is not 
only written into our biological rhythms, but it 
also revives and enlivens us. You may have 
heard me say in my sermons that following God 
is becoming more human, and that sin is 
anything that makes us less human. Life 
without rest, without a break, without a 
vacation, dehumanizes us. I’m guessing you 
probably know what it feels like when you’ve 
been in a season that has sapped the energy 
out of you, taken away the zest of life, broken 
you down physically or emotionally, or made 
you feel like you’ve got nothing left. There are 
so many other ways of saying it, but the need 
for rest from work is an important part of 
following in Jesus’ footsteps. Even He, God 
Incarnate, Immanuel, took time away to 
recharge and reinvigorate Himself by being with 
His Father (which should probably tell us 
something, right?). 
 
   Our society was built upon the backs of hard 
workers, and in many ways, the American ideal 
of a hard day’s work has been retained to this 
day. However, you don’t have to be a certified 
workaholic to get tired and worn out. There is 
much conversation about having a solid 
awareness of work/life balance and being 
intentional about maintaining health between 

the two…and rightly so. The simplest way I can 
think to put it, at least right now, is that you will 
not have the fulfilling, meaningful life for which 
God created you if you have too much work OR 
too much rest. Having purpose demands work, 
but maintaining the energy to engage that 
purpose requires rest. 
 
   So as I sit here at my computer, just a couple 
of days after a week and a half of vacation 
myself, my prayer for you as the summer 
finishes up is that you would hear the words of 
Jesus in Matthew 11, believe them, and put that 
belief and trust into action: "'Are you tired? 
Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. 
Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. 
I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with 
me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep 
company with me and you’ll learn to live freely 
and lightly” (28-30, The Message). 
 
Adventure is out there!  Pastor Aaron 
 

Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen  

On each of our visits, we are humbled and thankful 
for God’s blessings on this ministry. Our next visit is 
planned for AUGUST 22. Everyone is invited to join 
us – we leave Immanuel about 10:45am and are 
back to Mokena by 2:00pm – please call Barb at 
708.995.5375 if you are interested in joining us. 

2019 Serving Dates:  
09/12; 10/10; 11/14; 12/12 
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You Asked, Pastor Aaron Will Answer 
The Ask Anything Topics below were submitted by 
members of the congregation and this is a tentative 
schedule of when they will be presented as the 
Pastor’s Sermon topics. Please join us! 

AUG 3/4 "Why do we still have closed 
communion?” 
 

AUG 10/11 "Please explain being accountable 
for our sins before Christ at our 
death. Haven’t they already been 
forgiven and forgotten?” 
 

AUG 24/25 "What are Christians to think of 
those who neglect their faith, 
including family members?” 

 
AUG 31/ "How can I find ways to incorporate 
SEPT 01 my faith into my every day life 

better?” 
______________________________________ 

Our Preschool is Hiring a  
Part-time Teaching Assistant  
By Linda Marquardt  
We are hiring a Teaching Assistant for the August 
2019 - May 2020 school year. The position 
available can be either 3 days (M/W/F) or 5 days a 
week, during the mornings from 8:30am-12:00pm 
with the addition of hours for continuing education 
(15 hours a year), with staff meetings and special 
events required. This job requires taking care of 
physical, emotional and social needs of children 2 
½ to 5 years old. An Assistant must have a high 
school diploma and meet the qualifications of 

DCFS which can vary according to education and 
experience. Must love to work with children, be 
patient and fun-loving and a team player. A state 
background check will be required for all 
employees. If interested please send a copy of your 
resume to Linda Marquardt via email to 
preschool@immanuelmokena.org. 
______________________________________ 

Help Us Fill Our 2019  
Altar Flower Chart! 
There are only a few more 
slots available, please check 
the flower chart and sign up 
today. Please make checks 
payable to Ruth Society  

(2) Flower Vases: $40  
or just (1) Flower Vase: $20 

______________________________________ 

You may pick up a 
mite box from the 
LWML table and 
deposit your offerings 

in the large mite box in the lobby.   
 

Offerings will be collected September 7/8th 
Cars, window sills, laundry rooms, dressers are 
favorite places to display your mite box and all 
family members are invited to participate with their 
gifts of change. Thank you for supporting the 
Northern Illinois District's LWML mission grants. 

As you fill your mite box, keep in mind the words of 
the following: Amazing Mites (Tune: Amazing 
Grace) 

Amazing mites are sent with prayer, Here and 
abroad to share, With those in need, that is our 
aim, And always praise His name. Each coin is 
giv’n with loving heart. In this we have a part. 
What joy it is to do God’ work, From this we’ll 
never shirk. Amazing mites, those coins so 
small, When in the box they fall, Become a force 
for our dear lord, And spread His Word abroad. 
Our mites help many in despair.They show how 
much we care. They tell the news of God’s great 
love, And point to heav’n above.  

*excerpted from Overflowing Love, past LWML publication 

 
 

+ 2019 SUMMER 
SERMON SERIES  

AUGUST 
SCHEDULE 

 

ANY 
THING 

ASK 
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LWML 2019 Convention is a Wrap 
By Barb Belanski 

  
Over 3100 women met in Mobile, AL from June 19th 
to the 23rd.   
 
When it was over: 

• A mission goal of $2,100,00 was voted by the 
delegates 

• 21 new mission grants were selected for the 
biennium 2019-2021. 

• A new president was elected - Debbie 
Larsson from the Rocky Mountain District will 
be leading the LWML through 2023 - in 
addition to new officers for VP Organizational 
Resources, VP Special Focus Ministries, 
Treasurer, Pastoral Counselor and 
Nominating Committee. 

• 838 women participated in the mission walk to 
raise over $59,000 for mites 

• Gifts of the Heart were collected to benefit 
recipients in the Mobile area: 1,161 hygiene 
kits, 214 quilts, 228 baby kits, 262 sheet sets, 
926 Bibles 8,436 Arch Books, and $33,630 in 
Gift card donations. 

• Introduction of a new mite box design 

• A deeper understanding of “Tell the Story of 
His Glory” Bible study on 1 Chronicles 16:23-
24 by Donna Pyle 

• Young Women Representatives (YWRS) 
totaling 81 represented their Districts 

• Opportunities to attend service activities for 
Lutheran Braille Workers, Lutheran World 
Relief, Phil’s Friends, and Lutheran Hour 
Ministries 

• A collection of 34 units of blood were donated 
to the American Red Cross 

• Meeting up with old friends and making new 
ones!!  

 
Mobile was my eighth national convention – it was 
everything I had hoped for.  Just letting you know I 
was honored to bring eight homemade quilts donated 
by Immanuel’s quilting 
group and twenty-one 
hygiene kits sponsored by 
the Ruth Society.  Also, my 
dear Ruth Society sisters 
pledged over $350 to 
support me in the mission 
walk – thank you so much!  
 
BTW, Save the Date: June 24-27 for the 2021 LWML 
National Convention in fabulous Lexington, KY! 
__________________________________________ 

 
 Our Next 
“Dinner Night 
Out” is Sept 11  

The Board of 
Fellowship would like to 

invite our church family for dinner and music at Gaelic 
Park on Wednesday, September 11th. Please save 
the date for fellowship, food and a great time! More 
information & sign-up sheet to follow. 
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Service at MorningStar Mission 

By Sarah Bechtel  
A group from Immanuel worked at the MorningStar 
Mission warehouse on the morning of July 22nd.  
We were able to see the many donations of school 
supplies and clothing from Immanuel and others take 
another step in their journey toward the final 
recipients. Under guidance from the volunteer 
coordinator, we filled backpacks with the school 
supplies needed and chose a new outfit (shoes, 
socks, underwear, pants, shirt, and hoodie) for each 
child. We also helped organize the filled backpacks 
as they prepare to distribute the school supplies and 
clothing to hundreds of children. It is a big operation 

but only part of their efforts at 
MorningStar Mission. They 
also provide Christmas gifts 
(Immanuel helps out with 
that project each year), food 
baskets at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, and Easter 
baskets. This is in addition to 
the shelters and soup kitchen 
they operate. Their thrift 
stores support all of these 
projects — keep MorningStar 

Mission’s Treasure Chest on Route 30 in New Lenox 
in mind for your donations and bargain shopping! 
__________________________________________ 

 
Library News  By Sarah Bechtel 
Thanks to generous donations, we have some “new” 
books available in the Immanuel library. Here are two 
you can “check out” (pun intended). 
 
In the book, Extraordinary Grace, Dr. Gary 
Chapman and Chris Fabry explore the broken 
branches of the family tree of Jesus. Through 
insights and illustrations from Old Testament saints, 
those Jesus encountered, and present day examples, 
you'll discover the type of love God is waiting 
to lavish. No matter what your background, your 
choices, or your struggles, God's extraordinary grace 

is available. (Review from Goodreads.com) — find 
this book on the shelf at 234 CHA 
 
Praying God’s Word: Breaking Free From 
Spiritual Strongholds by Beth Moore 
How do Christians learn to practice 2 Corinthians 10: 
3-5, "tearing down strongholds by captivating our 
minds with the knowledge of God?" Beth Moore 
teaches that to be set free from each and 
every stronghold which claims our lives, we have to 
replace it with the mind of Christ and fervent daily 
prayer. Praying God's Word is a topical prayer 
guide addressing fourteen strongholds and what 
Scripture reveals about each issue. The Scriptures 
are presented in prayer form to be incorporated into 
the daily prayer life as a way of letting God's Word, 
through prayer, help you overcome the strongholds of 
bitterness, anger, unforgiveness, and other areas as 
well. (Review from Goodreads.com) — find this book 
on the shelf at 248.32 MOO 
 
You can access the database of Immanuel’s library 
from our website. At immanuelmokena.org go to 
Ministries, Library and you will find a link to 
the database. You can use the search box labeled 
“search this library” to look for a particular book, 
author, or topic. You can also click on “Tags” and see 
the different categories of books we have, such as 
Lutheran History, Devotions, Prayer, etc. Happy 
Reading! 
__________________________________________ 

 

Rainbows and Fireworks!  By Sarah Bechtel 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped set up 
the big tent, park cars, make and serve popcorn, 
donate water, and greet visitors for the 4th of July 
fireworks viewing. We were worried about the 
event being washed out like last year but instead we 
had great weather and the appearance of a rainbow 
(a double rainbow at times!) above the church. What 
a wonderful reminder of God’s presence among us! 
We had many remarks from visitors regarding the 
friendliness of Immanuel members — we pray that 
seeds are planted each time we welcome our 
community at events like this.  

http://goodreads.com/
http://goodreads.com/
http://immanuelmokena.org/


7 
 

 
01  Donna Bakken 17  Kayci Klode 
03  Carly Kruspe 17  Daniel Knight Jr. 
04  Eleanor Golden  18  Janice Klaisner 
05  Jacob Dudczyk  19  Jessica Nilsen 
05  Kimberly Limanowski 20  Arianna Fleckenstein 

07  Sharon DeSanto 21  Sara McNally 
07  Jill Gerken  22  Cheryl Thompson 
08  Julie Banser  23  Ronald Hamning 
09  Adrienne Klecka  23  Jason McNally 
09  McKenna Malley 24  Leeann Schellhas 
09  Kimberly Nykrin   25  Susan Chiaro 
10  Kevin Beckstrom 26  Tammi Carlson 
10  Gretta Schellhas            26  Elizabeth Limanowski 

11  Lukas Brown  26  Erich Sneideraitis 
11  Ryan Brown  27  Melissa McNally 
11  Lexi Wojno             28  Shannon Hamning 
12  Joseph Banser             29  Jean Smith 
13  Hannah Grebic             29  Linda Steinbrenner 
14  Arletta Mundt             30  Michael Saltzman 
14  Elsie Weich             31  Helen Krohn 
16  Joan Baker             31  Marcia Prosken 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11   John & Kathy Cleary  12 years  
12   James & Theresa Bubeck 30 years 
30   David & Deborah Ebert     33 years 
 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day 
or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

 
 

Christian Symbol 
Grapes— As the fruit used to produce 
wine or juice for Holy Communion, 
grapes represent the blood shed by 
Jesus on the cross. Grapes also 
symbolize fruitfulness (or lack thereof) 

in the life of ancient Israel and, by extension, of a 
Christian. “My beloved had a vineyard on a very 
fertile hill. ... he expected it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes” (Isaiah 5:1-2, NRSV).  
_________________________________________ 
 

Outdoor Service Successful 
We hosted our first outdoor worship service 
Sunday, July 14th and it proved successful. The 
next outdoor worship service is scheduled for 
August 11th weather-permitting. Reserved 
handicapped parking is available in the outdoor 
space. Thank you to all of those who helped to get 
the outdoor space cleaned up and ready for our 
use this summer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

08/27-28: Open House / Meet the Teacher 
09/02: Labor Day – No School  
09/04: 1st Day of School (3-day AM M/WF; 3-day 

PM  Tu/W/Th; 5-Day AM & PM) 
09/05: 1st Day of School (3-day AM M/WF; 3-day  

Tu/W/Th; 5-Day AM & PM) 
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August 4, 2019 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 100; Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:24-26; Luke 12:13-21 
“What’s In Your Wallet?” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:13-21 - Rev. James Elsner 
 
"What's in your wallet?" goes the TV commercial asking about how you manage your wealth. Jesus had 
something important to say about that. He cautions about a condition in human hearts – yes, even yours! 

  

August 11, 2019 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-16; Luke 12:22-40 
“Anxious Hearts” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:34 - Rev. Shayne Jonker  

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” If your stuff is what you treasure, your heart will be 
devoted to these things and become your gods. Thus, our Lord graciously directs us away from our idols to 
Himself. For He alone is reliable and can deliver us from anxiety and fear. 
                                                                                                                                                                                
  

August 18, 2019 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 119:81-88; Luke 12:49-53 
“A Special Baptism” - Sermon Text: Luke 12:49-53 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker  
 
At Christmas, the angels proclaimed, "Peace on earth!" In our Gospel, Jesus proclaims, "Fire!" "Division!" What 
happened to Jesus that He would tell us He has not come to give peace but division? 

  

August 25, 2019 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 50:1-15; Hebrews 12:4-24; Luke 13:22-30 
“Where Are You Standing?” - Sermon Text: Hebrews 12:4-24 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 
The reading in Hebrews 12 is always a challenging section of God's Word. Who enjoys struggles? Who even 
wants to hear that God allows various things in our life to "discipline" us? We thought God was loving! Take a 
closer look at where we are standing and rejoice in God's even greater love and mercy!  
 

 

Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s  
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184) 
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683)   |   Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 
www.worshipanew.org   (Sermon Summaries) 
Email: info@LMMinc.org 

 
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana 

http://www.worshipanew.org/
mailto:info@LMMinc.org

