A newsletter for the family and friends of Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church

ITEMS
Volume 61 No. 7
Upcoming Events

July 2019
What are Church Chats?
Church Chats are a great opportunity
to get to know one another better and
we will be talking about the future of
our congregation, discussing our
vision for what God‘s kingdom in our
midst might look like. Below you will
find a list of the upcoming dates we
have scheduled, each Church Chat
will begin at 7:00 pm at the host’s
home.

July 4: Free Parking at Immanuel
during the Mokena Fireworks display
July 11: Monthly Serving
at St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen
August 22: Thunderbolts Game
September 8: Annual Church Picnic
(Grandparents Day Theme) & Rally Day
______________________________

Mark your calendars today so that you do not miss out!
Thursday, August 08: Host Doreen Pomykala
Thursday, August 15: Host Nancy Kaczmarczyk
Thursday, August 22: Host Sarah Bechtel
Thursday, August 29: Host Lyn Thorne
Tuesday, September 03: Host Nasser Diab

Engage With God in His Creation
2019 Outdoor Worship Schedule:
July 14th - 9:00 am
August 11th - 9:00 am
September 8th – 10:15 am
Weather-permitting we will host service one
Sunday a month in our outdoor sanctuary.

____________________________

Women’s Bible
Study Schedule
Update
Please update your calendars, there
will be no session on July 22.
____________________________
Did your snap a photo
at one of our events?
Please share it with us
by emailing it to:
office@immanuelmokena.org

4th of July Volunteers are Needed for the
Mokena Fireworks Viewing By Sarah Bechtel
On the evening of July 4th we invite the community to park for
free in our parking lot for the viewing of the Mokena fireworks.
We also offer free popcorn and water
to our visitors. This is a wonderful
opportunity to show hospitality to our
community – please join the Board of
Outreach in making our visitors feel
welcome. We will need volunteers for
parking lot management,
refreshments, donations of bottled
water and more. Please visit our
website, immanuelmokena.org, to
volunteer (look for the link on the home page under Fireworks
Viewing) or see the sign up sheet in the lobby. Thank you!!
1

SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and
continuously reach out with love and service."

Bulletin & Items Publishing
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m.
Articles for the August Items are due by July 24
and will be on our website, mailed, and in the lobby
after August 3rd. The Items Newsletter is also
available online at immanuelmokena.org

Connecting people in loving relationship with
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious
Christian community, and with our calling of
servanthood in the world.

Official Acts
Memorial Services: Esther Watkins, June 8
Lawrence Prosken, June 15
Baptism: Carly Adele Weis, June 8

Financial Summary
YOY
Comparison

MAY
2019

2019
YTD

2018
YTD

$

$

$

$

%

Offering

31,261

145,477

137,053

8,424
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Interest

120

858

657

201

31

Expense

27,975

143,659

133,371

10,288

8

Balance

3,406

2,676

4,339

-1,663

-38

YOY Change

(Pictured: Pastor Aaron, Carly, Christina & Chris Weis)

* 2018 expense exclude Pastoral salary/benefits due to vacancy.

Elders
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during
the worship service and outside of worship. Their
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns
you may have with the congregation and within
your family. Here are your elders:

Weekly Attendance
5:00 pm Saturday Services
June 01…..40 June 15…..24
June 08…..84 June 22…..35
9:00 am Sunday Services
June 02…..79 June 16…..92
June 09…..58 June 23…..53

Elder 1:
Elder 2:
Elder 3:
Elder 4:
Elder 5:
Elder 6:

Baptized Membership: 748
Confirmed Membership: 600
Households: 372

Marty Olsen 815-464-4373
Jim Bowlds 708-578-9094
Jim Bubeck 815-469-7573
Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455
Nick Whittier 815-485-9269
Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director)

Please contact these Elders should you have any
needs/concerns/questions.
________________________________________

July Worship Schedule
Saturday Worship (5 pm)
Contemporary: 6, 13, 20
Traditional: 27

Have you moved or
has your contact
information changed recently?

Sunday Worship (9 am)
Traditional: 7, 14, 23, 28
Blended: 21
Outdoor: 14

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church
office with your new information so you don’t miss
out on our communications for church events/info!

Pastoral Coverage July 27-28
Pastor Schmitke

Church Office Contact Information:
708-479-5600 | office@immanuelmokena.org
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CONVERSATION STARTERS FROM PASTOR

next. And with that transformation comes a
variety of outward evidence. It may feel like
a boost in the openness or friendliness of the
atmosphere of our gatherings. It may look
like a new vitality and liveliness in our social
gatherings and studies of God’s Word. It may
look like new building projects getting underway
(after a LONG period of preparation). And it
may look like an influx of new people (or people
who are coming back to our family after a long
absence) who are curious to discover what God
is up to here.
So my encouragement and charge to you is
this: ask God to work internal, spiritual
transformation in your life, so your life looks
more like Jesus, who laid down His life for you.
Enjoy the external evidence of His work that He
gives you eyes to see, both in your own life and
walk with God, and also in the midst of our
congregation. But never neglect to listen to the
voice of God, calling you to deeper relationship
with Him, and deeper relationship with the
people around you, people who are different
than you…people Jesus died to save.
Transformation is never easy, but God is a
tireless worker, and promises complete, final
transformation for all those who trust Him. May
you find unexpected blessings pouring into your
life from extraordinary places as you follow in
the Master’s footsteps.

Preparing for
Transformation
If you’ve ever done a home
improvement project of any
scale, you’ve probably noticed
that preparing for the project
often takes just as long, if not
longer, than actually doing the
work. Purchasing supplies,
examining plans and schematics, cleaning
out areas that need space, ensuring all tools
are available and at the ready - the list of
preparations can be immense and often stall
the beginning of the project, much less its
completion. Yes, a project usually begins
with a great deal of preparation.
The same could be said of spiritual
transformation. God is constantly working on
our hearts. Sometimes He uses blessings and
victories to encourage us. Sometimes He
allows brokenness and defeat to shape us.
But whatever He sends us, it is with His
express purpose of making us more like Him,
teaching our hearts to beat with His, and gifting
us with the tools we will need to do His work of
redeeming things that are sad and ugly in our
present reality. Whatever circumstances He
uses, it often takes time. And we almost never
understand why He’s putting us through the
moments of shaping until they're past.
The apostle Paul encourages us in Romans
12, "Do not be conformed to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so
that you may discern what is the good,
pleasing, and perfect will of God” (vs. 2, CSB).
God is at work transforming us, making us into
something different, not “just because” (even
though…let’s face it…that reason would be
enough!). He’s transforming us so that we can
discern His will. And we know that God’s desire,
and what would please Him most, is for
"everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4, CSB).
Yes, God’s plans, and the changes He is
constantly making to us are never willy-nilly,
purposeless, or unintentional. He has a plan to
save the world, and He wants to prepare you
and me to play a part in that mission. There is
not a greater calling or purpose in this life.
I believe that Immanuel is in the midst of a
transformation. God’s been working on our
hearts for some time, preparing us for what’s

Adventure is out there! Pastor Aaron

Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen

On each of our visits, we are humbled and thankful
for God’s blessings on this ministry. Our next visit is
planned for JULY 11. Everyone is invited to join us
– we leave Immanuel about 10:45am and are back
to Mokena by 2:00pm – please call Barb at
708.995.5375 if you are interested in joining us.
2019 Serving Dates:
08/22; 09/12; 10/10; 11/14; 12/12
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ASK
ANY
THING

+ 2019 SUMMER
SERMON SERIES

Help Us Fill Our 2019
Altar Flower Chart!

JULY
SCHEDULE

There are only a few more
slots available, please check
the flower chart and sign up
today. Please make checks
payable to Ruth Society

You Asked, Pastor Aaron Will Answer
The Ask Anything Topics below were submitted by
members of the congregation and this is a tentative
schedule of when they will be presented as the
Pastor’s Sermon topics. Please join us!
JULY 06/07

JULY 13/14

(2) Flower Vases: $40
or just (1) Flower Vase: $20
______________________________________

"What is the biblical response from
an LC-MS Lutheran to a supporter of
abortion? With the recently passed
law, I'm concerned that abortions will
become less rare and more
mainstream..."

You may pick up a mite box from the LWML table
and deposit your offerings in the large mite box in
the lobby.
Offerings will be collected August 3rd/4th
Cars, window sills, laundry rooms, dressers are
favorite places to display your mite box and all
family members are invited to participate with their
gifts of change. Thank you for supporting the
Northern Illinois District's LWML mission grants.

"How should an LC-MS Christian
respond to gay marriage (and other
gay rights that are not biblical)? I
believe there are Christians who are
OK with gay marriage and don't
understand why it's wrong."

JULY 20/21

"What does it mean to be 'born
again,' and how does that relate to
being a 'born-again Christian'?
______________________________________

As you fill your mite box, keep in mind the words of
the following: Amazing Mites (Tune: Amazing
Grace)
Amazing mites are sent with prayer, Here and
abroad to share, With those in need, that is our
aim, And always praise His name. Each coin is
giv’n with loving heart. In this we have a part.
What joy it is to do God’ work, From this we’ll
never shirk. Amazing mites, those coins so
small, When in the box they fall, Become a force
for our dear lord, And spread His Word abroad.
Our mites help many in despair.They show how
much we care. They tell the news of God’s great
love, And point to heav’n above.

Help Pack Backpacks for
Jump on the Bus! By Sarah Bechtel
Thanks to all who
donated supplies
for the Jump on the
Bus project! Now
the backpacks need
to be prepared for the
many students who will
be receiving them. The
Board of Stewardship
will be assisting
MorningStar Mission on
Monday, July 22nd at their warehouse in downtown
Joliet beginning at 9 am and working for 2 to 4
hours. What we do: Each volunteer is given a list
for a child of all the items to be gathered from
the supplies in the warehouse and put into a
backpack. After completing a list, you work
on another one, and we try to pack as many
backpacks as possible during our time!
If you can join us, please contact Sarah Bechtel
(847-712-8649 or bechtelnl@comcast.net).
______________________________________

*excerpted from Overflowing Love, past LWML publication

Volunteer to be a
Greeter or Reader
We are still looking for help with
Greeters and Readers for Saturday
and Sunday services. If you can help,
please add your name to the sign-up sheets located
on the bulletin board in the church lobby/narthex.
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Special comments:
Leslie Cosich (VBS Co-Director and Preschool
Guide) says: “VBS 2019 Rocked! It’s all about Jesus
who loves us. He thinks we are adorable. He made
us, He keeps His Word, and He came for us. Jesus
saves us--and Jesus is coming back for us!”

VBS 2019
“Miraculous Mission:
Jesus Saves the World”
was Awesome!
By Nancy Kaczmarczyk & VBS Staff
(Photos by: Sarah Bechtel)

Bev Whittier (VBS Co-Director) reports that for our
VBS mission project this year we chose the Concordia
Gospel Outreach mission project “The Work of his
Hands for Kids” (a children’s science book that tells
the story of creation). The VBS children raised $406
from their offerings which will purchase approximately
162 books to be distributed to children in the United
States who do not know about God and how He
created the world.

We had 84 children attending VBS this year and our
church rocked with fabulous music; wonderful
scenery; amazing
storytelling and bible
verses; fun science
experiments in the
Observation Station;
exciting and fun games;
fantastic leaders,
guides, and helpers; smooth registration; super crafts
and yummy snacks. A wonderful time was had by all.
What a team! We work hard to make sure the children
learn about God, have fun, and are safe in our care. If
you haven’t participated in Immanuel’s VBS program
in the past, we encourage you to join us next year. It is
a very rewarding experience.
The Immanuel
Board of Christian
Education can’t
thank all of you
special volunteers
enough--you gave of
your time and
talents to bring
God’s Word to the
children and parents
in our community.
Sarah put together a
great slideshow of
all the action for the week and pictures will also be
posted on the Immanuel web site.

Colleen Maranto (Bible Challenge Leader) reports
that each day at Observation Station Bible Challenge,
the children learned the key Bible verse for the day
and explored these truths in God’s Word. Students
used Bible code signs to locate and read daily Bible
verses with a new challenge each day to see who
could recite the Bible verses they had learned the
previous days. Throughout the week students
participated in hands-on physics investigations
involving sounds waves, magnetism, and gravity to
explore God’s Word and learn about His miraculous
plan for our lives.
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Pastor Aaron (Pastor/Music Leader) reports his
appreciation for the enthusiasm and energy the kids
gave as we sang, danced, and talked about how God
goes with us as He sends us out on His miraculous
mission to love people like Jesus. Openings and
closings were a fun opportunity to sing our songs as a
big group. All the voices, joining together to praise
God, were joyfully bold and loud.
Also, I heard from
several parents
who said they felt so
welcome here at
Immanuel at our VBS
program (thanks to all of
you). And all the
children loved our
special astronaut
mascot (thank you,
Ben).

Linda Marquardt (Crafts Leader) reports “VBS crafts
were really fun! This year’s theme lead to having great
Space Crafts that would remind us of Jesus! We
started the week off by decorating a bag with
glitter galaxies, that
were used to collect
the week’s crafts to
send home on
Thursday. We also
decorated a picture
frame to put our VBS
memory picture in,
God made Us! On
Tuesday, the young
ones made stained glass stars with a cross while the
older children made Prayer boxes to remind us that
“God keeps His Word”. On Thursday we were
reminded that “Jesus came for us” and the children
will be reminded of it as they play with their squishy
star that they designed--these were a big hit! On
Thursday, we made a rocket ship that lights up and
talked about Jesus saving us on our Miraculous
Mission. The older children also made Galaxy bottles
that they were excited to show off. Friday was a fun
day of painting frisbees that will be a constant
reminder that “Jesus is coming for US”.

There are just so many
volunteers to thank
(approximately 32 adults
and 18 youth helpers). We couldn’t have done it
without each one of you. Also, we would like to thank
Pastor Aaron, our wonderful leader, for all his spiritual
guidance and awesome music during VBS week. We
will be having a special VBS volunteer wrap-up
meeting soon with food and fellowship. We will keep
you posted on the date.
Thank you again to all for making 2019 VBS
such an out of this world experience for God’s
children!
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Christian Symbol

03
07
07
09
09
09
10
10
10
13
14
15
16
18
19
19
20

Maetha Smith
Henry Brown
Michael Dudczyk
Ryan Banser
Kalie Bartnik
Riley Saltzman
Nina Heidkamp
Zane Zellars
Carson Fleckenstein
Jordan Horneij
Jason Nagy
Chelsea Chiaro
Zackery Hayes
Cody Fenn
Jilliam Smith
Gary Banser Sr.
Rylie Krysnski

20
21
21
22
23
23
25
25
25
26
26
26
28
28
28
28
29
30

Wheat— Many of Jesus’ parables
liken the kingdom of heaven to wheat
growing abundantly in a field, as
opposed to weeds planted by the evil
one. When God “sows” the gospel
broadly, some soil produces great
crops of wheat (believers, people who
become part of God’s family); elsewhere, wheat
(belief) flourishes briefly or not at all. Wheat also
symbolizes the bread of Holy Communion and
Christ, the bread of life.
_________________________________________

Colleen Maranto
Peyton Burke
Joan Fleckenstein
Jarred Schellhas
Delynn Flannery
Kelly Garcia
Shaelin Brigham
Jacob Kruspe
Colin Nass
Celia Deckelman
Tyler Maranto
JoAnna Redweik
Zachary Bubeck
Gayle Melby
Naomi Nagy
Kathleen Temple
Gary Smith
Sarah Bechtel

Hurry, Preschool Registration for
2019-20 School Year is almost full!
Please visit the Preschool Overview page on
immanuelmokena.org for all of the details on
registration, class offerings, tuition and fees. We
have just 2 spots left for fall! Both are in our 4-year
old program- 3 days a week (Mon/ Wed/Fri, 9:0011:30). Register today!
_________________________________________

God is Everywhere

03
03
04
17
20
20
23
27
29
30

William & Karen Rohder Jr.
Donald & Gayle Snedden
Paul & Wanda Dillberg
Arthur & Eileen Hostert Jr.
Amy & Benny Greenspan
Bruce & Barb Malm
Donald & Linda Jeffrey
Brittany & Nicholas Pattenaude
Keith & Colleen Maranto
Greg & Marsha Flesch

31 years
48 years
25 years
48 years
28 years
34 years
31 years
06 years
30 years
31 years

We are living in a world that is absolutely
transparent, and God is shining through it all the
time. This is not just a fable or a nice story. It is
true. If we abandon ourselves to God and forget
ourselves, we see it sometimes, and we see it
maybe frequently. God shows himself everywhere,
in everything — in people and in things and in
nature and in events. It becomes very obvious that
God is everywhere and in everything and we
cannot be without him. It’s impossible. The only
thing is that we don’t see it. —Thomas Merton

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day
or it is in error, please contact the church office.
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Sunday Morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184)
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) | Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002
www.worshipanew.org (Sermon Summaries)
Email: info@LMMinc.org
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
Chicago and Northwest Indiana

July 7, 2019 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 66:1-7; Galatians 6:1-10, 14-18; Luke 10:1-20
“What Motivates You?” - Sermon Text: Galatians 6:1-10 – Rev. Paul Shoemaker
Have you ever looked at someone and said to yourself, “I wonder what motivated him to do that?” What
motivates you to do the things you do? We, as Christians, are motivated by the love Christ has for each of us.

July 14, 2019 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 41; Leviticus 19:9-18; Luke 10:25-37
“Be a Good Samaritan” - Sermon Text: Luke 10:25-37 - Rev. Bill Mueller
The Parable of the Good Samaritan is a well known and well loved parable of Jesus, and for good reason! In
this parable we discover how awful we are at trying to “justify ourselves.” Even more, we discover how
gracious and wonderful our Lord is to save and rescue us!

July 21, 2019 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 27:7-14; Colossians 1:21-29; Luke 10:38-42
“First Things First” - Sermon Text: Luke 10:38-42 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
Many important things daily demand our attention. They press on us with an urgency that can crowd out the
presence and drown out the voice of our Savior. A key challenge to Christian living is keeping the main thing
the main thing, that is, First Things First.

July 28, 2019 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138:1a, 2-8; Genesis 18:20-33; Luke 11:1-13
“God Regards the Lowly” - Sermon Text: Psalm 138:1a, 2-8 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Be lowly! Throw yourself totally to the grace and mercy of God, and see what God has
done and will do for you.
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