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A newsletter for the family and friends of Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church 

                 

Volume 61 No. 6            June 2019               
 

 
Upcoming Events 

June 13: Monthly Serving  
at St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen 

June 13: Last LWML Bible Study 
(Stay tuned for our Fall session) 

June 17-21: 2019 VBS 
(Register online today)  

June 22: Thunderbolts Game 

July 4: Free Parking at Immanuel 
during the Mokena Fireworks display  

September 8: Annual Church Picnic  
(Grandparents Day Theme) & Rally Day 

______________________________ 

 

Engage With God in His Creation 
2019 Outdoor Worship Schedule: 
June 9th - 9:00 am 
July 14th - 9:00 am 
August 11th - 9:00 am 
September 8th - 9:00 am 

Weather-permitting we will host service one 
Sunday a month in our outdoor sanctuary. 

 ____________________________ 
 
Did your snap a photo 
at one of our events? 
Please share it with us 
by emailing it to: 

office@immanuelmokena.org 

 
 
By Sarah Bechtel 
Jump on the Bus -- MorningStar Mission  

is already preparing for their initiative that provides everything 
from pencils to tennis shoes for children in need returning to 
school. Immanuel provided assistance last year by donating 
supplies as well as providing volunteers to pack the backpacks. 
The Board of Stewardship is again coordinating efforts to assist 
with this project.  
 
We will be collecting donations from June 1st through June 
16th of the following NEW items: 
 
- USB/Flash Drive     - Hoodies – All Sizes (adult & kids) 
- Headphones           - Jr. Girls Pants (Sizes 2 -15) 
- TI-30 Calculators    - Teen Boys Pants (Sizes 28 – 38) 
- Copy Paper             - Girls & Boys Tops & Bottoms (Sizes 4 – 16) 
- Kleenex                   - Girls Shoes (Sizes 9, 10, 11, 13, 1, 3, 5) 

- 4x6 Index Cards                         - Boys Shoes (Sizes 9, 10) 
- Pencil Boxes                               - Ladies Underwear  
- Men’s Underwear (Medium)             (Sizes 5, 6, 8, 9, 10) 

- Boys Underwear                         - Teen Girl Backpacks (Large)              
   (Sizes 4/5, 8, 10/12, 12/14) 

 
 
We will also accept monetary donations that can be used to 
purchase supplies they most need. Thank you for any 
assistance you are able to provide! 
 

ITEMS 

Donation Collection: June 1 – June 16 
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 
continuously reach out with love and service." 
 
Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 
servanthood in the world. 

 
 

Financial Summary 

 
YOY 

Comparison 
APR 
2019 

2019 
YTD 

2018 
YTD 

YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 39,000 114,216 113,079 1,137 1 

Interest 120 737 572 165 29 

Expense 29,574 115,683 111,375 4,308 4 

Balance 9,546 -730 2,276 -3,006 -132 

 
* 2018 expense exclude Pastoral salary/benefits due to vacancy. 
 

 

Weekly Attendance 
5:00 pm Saturday Services 
May 04…..57    May 18…..39 
May 11…..45    May 25…..34 
 
9:00 am Sunday Services 
May 05…..51      May 19…..72 
May 12…..104    May 26…..61 
 
 
Baptized Membership: 747 
Confirmed Membership:  600   
Households: 372 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin & Items Publishing 
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
 
Articles for the July Items are due by June 19 and 
will be on our website, mailed, and in the lobby 
after July 1st. The Items Newsletter is also 
available online at immanuelmokena.org 

 
 

Official Acts 
Funeral: Richard Golden, May 20 
               
Funeral: Nileta ‘Bitsy’ Fritz-Roberts, May 28 
 
Wedding: Katy Tolsky & Kyle Haptonstall, May 26 

 
 

Elders 

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
     

   Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
   Elder 2:  Jim Bowlds 708-578-9094 
   Elder 3:  Jim Bubeck  815-469-7573 
   Elder 4:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
   Elder 5:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
   Elder 6:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
 
   Please contact these Elders should you have any 
    needs/concerns/questions.  
________________________________________ 

 
Have you moved or 
has your contact 
information changed recently?  

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church 
office with your new information so you don’t miss 
out on our communications for church events/info!  
 
Church Office Contact Information:  
708-479-5600   |   office@immanuelmokena.org   
________________________________________ 

 
Women’s Bible Study 
Schedule Update 
Please update your calendars, 
there will be no sessions on 
June 24 or July 22. 

June Worship Schedule 

Saturday Worship (5 pm) 
Contemporary: 1, 8, 15, 29 
Traditional: 22 
 
Sunday Worship (9 am) 
Traditional: 2, 9, 23, 30 
Blended: 16 
Outdoor: 6 
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CONVERSATION STARTERS FROM PASTOR  

Respectfully 
Disruptive  
  “When a new pastor comes 
to a congregation, things 

naturally change,” a friend once told me. While 
this statement is true, I think it’s safe to say that 
different people will respond to it in different 
ways. Some may approach the inevitable 
changes with apprehension or downright fear, 
while others may embrace the changes 
wholeheartedly and seek to encourage an 
attitude of moving forward. Some may mourn 
the loss of a beloved, longstanding pastor  
who had walked with them through many joys 
and sorrows, and become a part of their family. 
Others may look forward to the new ideas  
and fresh approach the newcomer brings. 
Please understand, I’m speaking in generalities, 
but I also can see the truth of these ideas 
playing out here among us, as I have before  
in other settings, and for brother pastors as  
I’ve had opportunities to hear their stories. 
Perhaps you have, too. 
   I believe that one of the most difficult 
dynamics in congregational life to navigate is 
how to preserve the historic treasures of our 
tradition without remaining stuck in the past.  
Or, inversely, finding a way to move forward,  
to pursue new avenues for the Gospel to 
spread, without losing or abandoning our base, 
our foundation. Our doctrine and traditions give 
us a firm place to stand, certainly, but we 
should be vigilant so that they never become 
cement shoes. On the other hand, we should 
never play fast and loose with the truth of God’s 
Word and His promises. It’s pretty clear to me 
that it’s easy to fall off the mountain on either 
side, and from there, it’s a slippery slope. 
   Both Jesus and Luther had to push up against 
the power structures of their day that had run 
far afield from the solid rock of the Gospel, 
God’s unconditional love for His people, even 
though their sin constantly put them outside  
His good graces. Jesus had to contend with the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, whose adherence  
to the Torah and its structure of institutional and 
political power left them little room to live out 
the freedom they had received from God.  
Jesus was incredibly disruptive to this system, 
pushing those around Him to embrace the 
Kingdom of a King who loves His people and 
would do anything for them. Even send His  

only Son to die for them. Luther, likewise,  
was disruptive to the power structure of the 
medieval Roman Catholic Church, challenging 
it to return to the truth of the Gospel. It almost 
cost him his life on multiple occasions.  
Changes had to be made. But change is 
difficult. Especially when it hits so close to  
the things that people hold dear, and are 
foundational to their worldview. 
   I want to be like Jesus. I want you to be like 
Jesus, too. And if we’re going to take seriously 
His call to walk in His footsteps, it means we’re 
going to be disruptive to the world around us… 
in all the right ways! I’ve been struggling to 
describe what this looks like, and how I want to 
be. The best I’ve been able to come up with is 
that I will seek to be “respectfully disruptive.” 
Jesus was disruptive to the lives of everyone 
He met, challenging their assumptions and 
presuppositions, pushing them to reexamine 
what they believed. But He never sought to 
disrespect the basic human dignity of those 
around Him. In fact, He wanted people who  
met Him to become more dignified, more alive, 
more human, not less. I want the same for you. 
   All that to say: if I ever do something or say 
something that disrupts your assumptions or 
rattles your heart a bit, please understand that  
I mean no disrespect. I’m just trying, as best  
I know how, to encourage you to be like Jesus.  
Here’s to being more like Jesus, and embracing 
the life He gives! 
 
Adventure is out there!  Pastor Aaron 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Pastor is Answering Your Questions 
For a portion of the summer we will be doing a 
sermon series surrounding the questions you have 
about the bible, faith, life and what we believe. 
Submit your questions via email to Pastor at 
aaron@immanuelokena.org or complete the forms 
labeled “Ask Anything” in the lobby.  

 

ANY 
THING 

ASK 

+ 2019 SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
 

? 
 

? 
 

? 
 

? 
 

? 
 

? 
 

mailto:aaron@immanuelokena.org
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By Nancy Kaczmarczyk 
VBS 2019 “Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the 
World” will be held the week of June 17-21 from 9 
a.m. - 11:30 a.m. for children four years old through 
fifth grade. Three-year olds are welcome with the 
accompaniment of an adult.  

Register online at immanuelmokena.org. From 
the Ministries link, click Vacation Bible School for 
more information and the registration form. The 
donation amount is $15 per child or $40 for 3 
children or more for one family.  
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE SIGN UP 
IN THE LOBBY TODAY! We need your help for 
this most important outreach to share the love of 
Jesus with the children in our community. Please 
keep our VBS ministry in your prayers. 

______________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who helped assemble and 
those who donated items for the Lutheran World 
Relief baby care kits! On Saturday, May 4th, we 

assembled 23 
complete kits! We 
pray each kit will be  
a blessing to its 
recipient! Any extra 
items we had were 
passed on to the 
Pregnancy Care 

Center run by Aid for Women in Flossmoor.– 
Sarah Bechtel (Board of Stewardship)  
 
________________________________________ 

Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen 

On each of our visits, we are humbled and thankful 
for God’s blessings on this ministry. Our next visit is 
planned for JUNE 13. Everyone is invited to join us 
– we leave Immanuel about 10:45am and are back 
to Mokena by 2:00pm – please call Barb at 
708.995.5375 if you are interested in joining us. 

2019 Serving Dates: 07/11; 08/22; 09/12; 10/10; 
11/14; 12/12 
________________________________________ 

LWML’s JUNE GRANT:  
The Center of Makah 
Lutheran Church  
By Barb Belanski 

In 2018, the Northern Illinois District’s Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League awarded a grant of 
$18,000 to Lutheran Indian Ministries to help 
furnish the new Cultural Arts Center in Neah Bay 
on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula. The Center is 
a safe place for Native teens to gather, enjoy food 
and fun, participate in worship, and learn from the 
Scriptures. The LWML NID grant will be used to 
purchase games (shuffleboard, dart boards, bocce 
ball, volleyball), musical instruments, a sound 
system and LCD projector. The Center, located on 
the grounds of Makah Lutheran Church, provides a 
growing youth program where Christ is the anchor. 
 

You may pick up a mite box from the LWML table 
and deposit your offerings in the large mite box in 
the lobby/narthex. Offerings will be collected July 
6th/7th. Cars, window sills, laundry rooms, dressers 
are favorite places to display your mite box and all 

2019 Vacation Bible School 
Registration is Now Open! 
Volunteer Sign-up is Still Available in Lobby 

June 17-21, 9 am – 11:30 am 
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family members are invited to participate with their 
gifts of change. Thank you for supporting the 
Northern Illinois District's LWML mission grants. 

As you fill your mite box, keep in mind the words of 
the following: Amazing Mites (Tune: Amazing 
Grace) 

Amazing mites are sent with prayer, Here and 
abroad to share, With those in need, that is our 
aim, And always praise His name. Each coin is 
giv’n with loving heart. In this we have a part. 
What joy it is to do God’ work, From this we’ll 
never shirk. Amazing mites, those coins so 
small, When in the box they fall, Become a force 
for our dear lord, And spread His Word abroad. 
Our mites help many in despair.They show how 
much we care. They tell the news of God’s great 
love, And point to heav’n above.  

*excerpted from Overflowing Love, past LWML publication 
 
 

 
Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League 
Convention – 
Mobile, Alabama 
June 20 – 23. 2019 
By Barb Belanski 

I am busy planning for my trip to Mobile to attend 
the 38th Biennial Convention of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League.  This will be my ninth 
national convention and I am just as excited in 
attending Alabama as I was fourteen years ago in 
Tampa.  It’s not possible to describe the wonder of 
worshipping and proclaiming my faith with 
thousands of women from around the country.  
Singing, Bible Study, selecting mission grants and 
voting for new officers, servant events, mission 
walks plus making life-long friends are just a few of 
the convention highlights. 
 

The 2019 convention theme is “In Praise to the 
Lord” from 1 Chronicles 16:23-24a. 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Tell of His salvation from day to day. 
Declare His glory among the nations. 

 
To declare His glory among the nations is the heart 
of who we are as Lutheran Women in Mission.  
Guided by the Holy Spirit and God’s marvelous 
works, we will be equipped in Mobile to tell of His 
salvation from day to day.  The cross and the heart 
on the convention logo mark the work of Christ 
Jesus to all the earth and lead us in praise to the 
Lord. 
 

It will be a joy to bring a little bit of each of you to 
Mobile - packed in my car will be over twenty 
Health Kits for recipients in Mobile assembled by 
the Ruth Society and home-made quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief made by Immanuel’s Quilting 
Circle  
 
I have also signed up to participate in the Mission 
Walk to raise funding for the newly selected 2019-
21 mission projects. If you would like to pledge an 
offering for my walk, a sign-up sheet will be on the 
greeting table in the narthex.  Your pledge dollars 
can be deposited in my message center, B7. 
 
Please pray for safe travel for all the women who 
will be traveling to Mobile – pray that God will be 
praised in all the convention events and His glory 
will be shared to the nations. 
 
_____________________________________ 
Save the Date: Fireworks Viewing  
at Immanuel – July 4th (Sarah Bechtel) 

Help Host our Community! Mokena’s fireworks 
display will take place on Thursday, July 4th, and 
we will offer free parking at Immanuel that evening. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to show hospitality 
to our community – please join the Board of 
Outreach in making our visitors feel welcome. We 
will need volunteers for parking lot management, 
refreshments, and more. To volunteer, please visit 
the website and follow the link on the home page or 
email Sarah Bechtel at bechtelnl@comcast.net  
Thank you!! 
______________________________________ 

 
Help Us Fill Our 2019 
Altar Flower Chart! 
There are only a few more 
slots available, please check 
the flower chart and sign up 
today. Please make checks 

payable to Ruth Society (2) Flower Vases: $40 or 
just (1) Flower Vase: $20 

mailto:bechtelnl@comcast.net
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01  Janice Hamning 16  Douglas Hutson 
02  Bruce Braner 18  Tyler Obis 
02  Lisa Malley  19  Donald Murawski 
03  Jacob Flesch  20  Randy Berger 
04  Violet Tolsky   21  Martin Hawrysko 
05  Zoey Zellars  22  Doreen Pomykala 
08  Rita Nykrin  23  Alex Garcia 
09  Bryton Bubek  24  Carole Ellis 
09  Carol Golembiewski  24  Shelby Zagorski 
10  Deborah Ebert  26  Diane Braner 
10  Patricia Roberts  26  Avalon Brigham 
12  Gregory Flesch  26  Brittany Pattenaude 
13  Isaac Kruspe             27  Phyllis Karpola 
13  Janice Nass  27  Claire Melby 
14  Alister Brigham  28  Gerrit Bogard 
15  Harper Ryan             29  Kurt Klode 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01   Ronald & Jill Rodeghero  23 years  
03   Ted & Laurie Fuka  29 years 
04   LeRoy & Darlene Habel     36 years 
04   Zachory & Kelly Zellers     09 years 
07   Barry & Shirley Schulz      52 years 
08   John & Gail Lupe              34 years 
11   Kurt & Deborah Klode        42 years 
14   Bruce & Sarah Bechtel     33 years 
14   Robert & Phyllis Karpola     61 years 
18   Todd & Tammi Carlson     36 years 
18   Harold & Mary Oesterreich     53 years 
28   Aaron & Leeann Schellhas     16 years 
 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day 
or it is in error, please contact the church office. 

 
 

Special Dates in June 
• Pentecost, June 9, 2019  
• Flag Day, June 14, 2019  
• Trinity Sunday, June 16, 2019  
• Father’s Day, June 16, 2019  
• First day of summer, June 21, 2019 
_________________________________________ 

 
Christian Symbol 

Triangle & Circle—Dating back 
to ancient Christianity, a circle 
symbolizes eternity, and a 
triangle, with its three equal 
sides and three equal angles, 
symbolizes the Holy Trinity. 
Placed together, they represent 

the eternal Three-in-One and One-in-Three: God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Hurry, Preschool Registration for 
2019-20 School Year is almost full! 
Please visit the Preschool Overview page on 
immanuelmokena.org for all of the details on 
registration, class offerings, and tuition and fees. 
Spaces are filling up fast so register today! 
_________________________________________ 

 

Immanuel Lutheran 
Preschool Alumni 
Scholarship Recipient 
Grace Curran Lincolnway 

Central Graduate -Class of 2019 
We wish Grace the best of 
luck at the University of 
Minnesota! - Mrs. Linda & 
Mrs. Tina (pictured left) 

_________________________________ 

Don’t forget to sign up to be a Greeter, 
Reader, or Usher in the lobby for 
Saturday or Sunday services. 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/preschool
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ILP Has A New Family Member 

Mrs. Mery delivered Levi Tristian May 24th,  
he is 2 lbs, 1 oz! Please keep them in your prayers! 

___________________________________________ 
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June 2, 2019 – Seventh Sunday of Easter – The Ascension of our Lord Observed 
Psalm 47; New Testament: Acts 1:1-11; Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
“What Are You Doing Here?” - Sermon Text: Acts 1:1-11 - Rev. Bill Mueller 
 

The disciples of Jesus stood in amazement at the ascension of Jesus. They saw Him ascend into Heaven. 
They were bewildered, confused, and simply dumb-founded. What are you doing here the angels asked them. 
Jesus will return! In whatever situation of life we find ourselves, the same question needs to be asked of us – 
what are you doing here? 

 
June 9, 2019 – The Day of Pentecost 
Psalm 143; New Testament: Acts 2:1-21; Gospel: John 14:25-31 
“Let Us Go!” - Sermon Text: John 14:31 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 

Two thousand years after He walked the earth, Jesus continues instructing and living among His people. 
Bringing the voice and presence of Jesus to His disciples is the work of the Holy Spirit. This work is celebrated 
through the celebration of Pentecost. 
     
June 16, 2019 – The Holy Trinity 
Psalm 8; New Testament: Act 2:14a, 29-33; Gospel: John 8:51-59 
“Before Abraham Was, I Am” - Sermon Text: John 8:51-59 – Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 

Christ’s statement, “Before Abraham was, I am,” gives us wonderful assurance that the Triune God is the God 
of our salvation. Jesus’ words also lead us to think of the various ways in which he can be described as our 
Savior. 

 
June 23, 2019 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 3; Old Testament: Isaiah 65:1-9; Gospel: Luke 8:26-39 
“How Much God Has Done” - Sermon Text: Luke 8:38-39 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 
 

In today's reading, after Jesus drove demons out of a man, He told him, "Return home and tell how much God 
has done for you." Christ crossed the lake to restore this man, not only so that the man would be "dressed and 
in his right mind" but so that this once ostracized and isolated outcast could go home, could be reunited with 
his family, could rejoin his community and could carry with him a message of "how much God has done" for 
him. This is what Christ has done for us as well. 

 
June 30, 2019 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 16; Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:9b-21; Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 
“To Jerusalem!” - Sermon Text: Luke 9:51 - Rev. Shayne Jonker 
 

“When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, He set His face to go to Jerusalem.” Jesus purpose, His 
mission was to go to Jerusalem and be crucified for the world's sin, rise from the dead, and ascend into 
Heaven. He came to be taken up, and to take us up together with Him. 

 

Sunday morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s  
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184) 
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683)   |   Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 
www.worshipanew.org   (Sermon Summaries) 
Email: info@LMMinc.org 

 
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana 

http://www.worshipanew.org/
mailto:info@LMMinc.org

