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Upcoming Events
May 9: Monthly Serving at
St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen
May 19: Last God’s Kids Club
(Stay tuned for our Fall session)

2019 Vacation Bible School
Registration is Now Open!
Volunteer Sign-up is Still Available in Lobby

June 17-21: 2019 VBS
(Register online today)
July 4: Free Parking at Immanuel
during the Mokena Fireworks display
September 8: Annual Church Picnic
(Grandparents Day Theme)
______________________________

In This Issue
Pastor’s Conversation Starters:
Easter Joy & Next Steps
Jump on the Bus-MorningStar Mission
LWML’s May Grant: Cabin
Renovations for Walcamp Outdoor
Ministries
Take Me out to the Ballgame with
Fireworks & Music Event (Ticket Form Enclosed)
Over One Hundred Went Hoppin’
Down the Bunny Trail to Find Eggs
& Read Jesus’ Story

June 17-21, 9 am – 11:30 am
By Nancy Kaczmarczyk

VBS 2019 “Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the World” will be held
the week of June 17-21 from 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. for children four
years old through fifth grade. Three-year olds are welcome with the
accompaniment of an adult.
Registration is now available online at immanuelmokena.org
and at the church office. From the Ministries link, click Vacation
Bible School for more information and the registration form. The
donation amount is $15 per child or $40 for 3 children or more
for one family.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED, PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE
LOBBY TODAY! We need your help for this most important
outreach to share the love of Jesus with the children in our
community. Please keep our VBS ministry in your prayers.
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and
continuously reach out with love and service."

Bulletin & Items Publishing
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m.
Articles for the June Items are due by May 22 and
will be on our website, mailed, and in the lobby
after June 1st. The Items Newsletter is also
available online at immanuelmokena.org

Connecting people in loving relationship with
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious
Christian community, and with our calling of
servanthood in the world.

Official Acts
Funeral: Laverne Cohen, April 12
Baptism: Sawyer Lee Thompson, April 14

Financial Summary
YOY
Comparison

MAR
2019

2019
YTD

2018
YTD

$

$

$

$

%

Offering

25,823

75,216

87,902

-12,686

-14%

Interest

385

617

489

128

26%

Expense

24,269

86,109

91,466

-5,357

-6%

Balance

1,939

-10,276

-3,075

-7,201

234%

YOY Change

(Pastor Aaron, Carl Thompson Jr, Samantha Aldridge)

Elders

Weekly Attendance

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during
the worship service and outside of worship. Their
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns
you may have with the congregation and within
your family. Here are your elders:

5:00 pm Saturday Services
April 06…..43 April 20…..64
April 13…..44 April 27…..31
9:00 am Sunday Services
April 07…..90
April 21…..188
April 14…..125 April 28…..175

Elder 1:
Elder 2:
Elder 3:
Elder 4:
Elder 5:
Elder 6:

7:00 pm Mid-Week Lenten Vespers
April 3…..41
April 10…..41
7:00 pm Maundy Thurs/Good Friday
April 18…..62 April 19…..76

Marty Olsen 815-464-4373
Jim Bowlds 708-578-9094
Jim Bubeck 815-469-7573
Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455
Nick Whittier 815-485-9269
Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director)

Please contact these Elders should you have any
needs/concerns/questions.
________________________________________

Baptized Membership: 748
Confirmed Membership: 602
Households: 373

Have you moved or
has your contact
information changed recently?

May Worship Schedule
Saturday Worship (5 pm)
Contemporary: 4, 11, 18
Traditional: 25

If the answer is yes, please call or email the church
office with your new information so you don’t miss
out on our communications for church events/info!

Sunday Worship (9 am)
Traditional: 5, 19, 26
Blended: 12

Church Office Contact Information:
708-479-5600 | office@immanuelmokena.org
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CONVERSATION STARTERS FROM PASTOR

victory has been won; Christ is risen! Alleluia!
What next?
If we are looking for some guidance for the
next steps after our Easter joy, the book of Acts
is a fitting, instructive story. It’s a picture of what
it looks like after Jesus ascends, delivers the
gift of the Holy Spirit, HIS Spirit, to live in and
through the lives of His followers, and then
scatters them to all points of the compass.
There were certainly remarkable things that the
leaders of the early church did in Jesus’ name,
but many of them were distinctly unremarkable,
simply human behaviors. They ate together in
their homes. They invited others to “do life” with
them. They did everything in their power to
create spaces and opportunities for the Good
News to be shared, for the story of Jesus to be
told. So also with us, here in 2019, two
thousand years later.
What are the next steps for us, here at
Immanuel? I have some ideas. I’m sure you do,
too. I don’t have it all figured out. But I do know
that whatever circumstances in which we find
ourselves - good, bad, and ugly - the Good
News is still good, and I want everyone I meet
to have a space and place to come into contact
with the One who spread His arms open wide to
hug the whole world…and died, for them! May
God bless our efforts to shape our places and
spaces into “soft landing spots” (more on that
later!) for people to learn of His love for them.

Easter Joy
and Next
Steps
“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”
This is the great Good News that brings us joy
as God’s people all throughout the year, but
especially during the Easter season. Death has
lost its sting, defeated by life and the One who
brings it. Sin won’t be a permanent fixture in our
existence as humans, but will be completely,
finally wiped out one day. Our old evil foe, the
devil, has only a short season to wreak havoc
before he is completely powerless. These
things give us hope in a broken world, and it’s
appropriate to revel in Jesus’ victory during the
season of Easter. Because He lives, we will live
also. Praise God! Alleluia!
But here we are, still, living in a broken world.
The victory is not complete. We still see what
sin does to the world that God originally called
“good.” It leads broken, bigoted people to
commit acts of violence in houses of worship
around the world, against Christian, Jew, and
Muslim alike. It leads broken parents to commit
the atrocity of ending their own child's life (The
murder investigation of Andrew Freund has hit
especially close to home for me, considering
that he lived and died in the area where we
used to live). It leads broken people to speak so
negatively and harshly to some around them
that it diverts their life down the path of despair,
depression, and even suicide. It leads broken
people to feel so overwhelmed and overcome
by their circumstances that they turn to drugs,
pornography, alcohol, gambling, or any number
of other destructive behaviors, looking for some
relief, and often finding something worse. Each
of these evils is worthy of more discussion,
certainly, but for the time being, let’s suffice it to
say that living in a broken world is terribly
difficult.
Jesus promises that the last enemy that will
be defeated is death (1 Corinthians 15:26). It’s
not a “maybe.” It’s a solid-gold, unshakeable
promise. It WILL happen! But what to do we do
in the meantime? We must live in the tension
between a promise given and a promise
fulfilled. Between the words of Jesus: the “It is
finished!” and the “Go…make disciples.”
Between the “now” and the “not yet.” The

Adventure is out there! Pastor Aaron

WORDS OF
THANKS
A HUGE Thank You
to the many people
who made the Easter
Pancake Breakfast a success! We couldn’t have
done it without you! – Senior Youth
We would like to thank the congregation for the
lilies used for the church’s beautification on
Easter. If you have not picked your lilies up
please do so at your earliest convenience. –
Ruth Society
Many thanks to Immanuel Choir
for the beautiful music they have shared
throughout the year.
– Nancy Mirocha (Choir Director)
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“It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come
from the same Latin word,” Lucado writes, “for they
both lead to the same result: healing. When you
open your door to someone, you are sending this
message: ‘You matter.’”

Above and beyond by Stephanie Martin
When 20-year-old Hunter Shamatt lost his wallet
while traveling to a wedding last fall, he assumed
its contents — including $60 in cash — were gone
forever. But not only did someone return the wallet
and everything inside it; the good Samaritan
also added money. “I rounded your cash up to an
even $100 so you can celebrate getting your wallet
back,” read a note signed with the initials TB.

Because daily life is filled with rejections, extending
an invitation — even to a simple meal — can be
life-altering, Lucado contends. What you think is a
messy house might be a sanctuary to someone
else, “and to those who eat alone every night, pork
and beans on paper plates tastes like filet mignon.”
Our kitchen tables are “God’s secret weapons in
the war on fear,” Lucado says. “We never know
what one meal will do.”
________________________________________

Hunter’s mom, who posted a photo of the note on
Facebook, said her faith in humanity was restored.
The world’s “not as grim as it’s being made out to
be,” Jeannie Shamatt wrote.
Like the good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37, “TB” —
who turned out to be Todd Brown of Omaha —
went above and beyond in expressing kindness to
a stranger. May we do likewise, bandaging one
another’s wounds, providing comfort, sacrificing our
resources and showing mercy, all in Jesus’ name.
________________________________________

Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen

On each of our visits, we are humbled and thankful
for God’s blessings on this ministry. Our next visit is
planned for MAY 09. Everyone is invited to join us
– we leave Immanuel about 10:45am and are back
to Mokena by 2:00pm – please call Barb at
708.995.5375 if you are interested in joining us.
2019 Serving Dates: 06/13; 07/11; 08/22; 09/12;
10/10; 11/14; 12/12

JUMP ON THE BUS
– MorningStar Mission By Sarah Bechtel
MorningStar Mission is already preparing for
their initiative that provides everything from
pencils to tennis shoes for children in need
returning to school. Immanuel has provided
assistance the last few years by donating
supplies as well as providing volunteers to pack
the backpacks. The Board of Stewardship is
again coordinating efforts to assist with this
project. We will be collecting donations in June
– more details to follow.

Healing hospitality (Credit: NewsletterNewsletter)
Repeated headlines about violence can make us
“feel like locking our doors and never entering
society again,” writes pastor and author Max
Lucado. After another mass shooting, he penned
an online opinion piece that urged people to do the
exact opposite by opening their doors, their hearts
and their circles.
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LWML’s MAY GRANT:
Cabin Renovations
for Walcamp Outdoor
Ministries By Barb Belanski
The LWML NID grant to be high-lighted for May is
exterior cabin renovations for Walcamp Outdoor
Ministries. Delegates at the 2018 LWML NID
convention voted to fund $14,562 to purchase new
T111 siding materials to reside the exterior of the
two main cabins which were built in 1971. The
cabin improvements will enable outdoor camp
programs to continue for many young people as
they experience outdoor moments in which God
works to change their lives as they grow in faith.

Take Me Out to the Ballgame with
some Fireworks & Music!!
By Lyn Thorne (Board of Fellowship)

The Board of Fellowship has discounted tickets
available for two Windy City Thunderbolts games.
Please complete the enclosed ticket form and
submit it to the church office with a check payable
to Immanuel Lutheran Church no later than May
27th. Be sure to indicate which game you are going
to attend as there are two dates available.

You may pick up a mite box from the LWML table
and deposit your offerings in the large mite box in
the lobby/narthex. Offerings will be collected June
1st / 2nd. Cars, window sills, laundry rooms,
dressers are favorite places to display your mite
box and all family members are invited to
participate with their gifts of change. Thank you for
supporting the Northern Illinois District's LWML
mission grants.

Dates: Saturday, June 22nd (Beatles Night)
Saturday, August 3rd (Elvis Night)
Pre-Game Concert Time: 4:15 pm
Game Start Time: 6:05pm
Post-Game Fireworks

As you fill your mite box, keep in mind the words of
the following: Amazing Mites (Tune: Amazing
Grace)

Forms are also available in the lobby/narthex.

Amazing mites are sent with prayer, Here and
abroad to share, With those in need, that is our
aim, And always praise His name. Each coin is
giv’n with loving heart. In this we have a part.
What joy it is to do God’ work, From this we’ll
never shirk. Amazing mites, those coins so
small, When in the box they fall, Become a force
for our dear lord, And spread His Word abroad.
Our mites help many in despair.They show how
much we care.They tell the news of God’s great
love, And point to heav’n above.

The Living Word (Credit: NewsletterNewsletter)
Many know of teacher Annie Sullivan helping young
Helen Keller break through barriers of blindness
and deafness to discover language: how Sullivan
placed one of Helen’s hands under running water,
spelling water in sign language over and over into
the other. In Keller’s words: “Suddenly I felt a misty
consciousness as of something forgotten — a thrill
of returning thought; and somehow the mystery of
language was revealed to me. I knew that w-a-t-e-r
meant the wonderful cool something that was
flowing over my hand. That living word awakened
my soul, gave it light, hope, joy, set it free.”

*excerpted from Overflowing Love, past LWML publication

God’s living Word, working through the waters of
baptism, also awakens us — to a life of faith
anchored in God’s unconditional love. Baptism
revives in us a “misty consciousness” that we are
safe in God and reveals “the mystery of language”
that is prayer. In baptism, as water washes over our
bodies, the living Word gives us light, hope, joy and
true freedom.
Photo Credit: Mokena Messenger – Good Friday Cross Walk Event
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Over One Hundred Went Hoppin’
Down the Bunny Trail to Find Eggs
& Read Jesus’ Story By Sarah Bechtel
We had a blustery, sunny day for the annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20th. Over
100 children were excited to ‘hunt” for the
thousands of eggs in the beautiful grassy area
behind the church. Their parents and
grandparents enjoyed watching and taking
pictures as the older kids raced and the little
ones toddled carefully to their prizes. Besides
the usual candy, the Board of Outreach
reached out to local businesses and many
eggs held coupons for free treats from
McDonald's, Culver's, Wendy's, and Chick-filA! We also offered raffle baskets (one for each
age group) and three lucky children received
these when we drew their names following the
hunt. After the hunt for candy, many of the
families joined us in the gym as we handed out
activity bags with “The Story of Jesus Told in
Easter Eggs.” Each bag contained a booklet
and eight different colored eggs. Each page of
the booklet had the child open a particular egg
which contained an item relating to that page.
The children and parents went through the
booklets that told the story of Jesus from his
birth to ascension and many thanks for the fun
were offered as they departed for home.
A huge THANK YOU to all of the Immanuel
volunteers who donated candy, filled eggs,
prepared activity bags, placed eggs in the
grass, set up tables and chairs, and all of the
other set up and logistics on that day!! A
special thanks to Tina Bowlds for playing the
part of the Easter Bunny — the bunny was very
popular, as always!
6

Christian Symbol

01
01
05
05
06
06
09
12
14
14
15
15
15
16
17

07
10
14
14
29
31

Alyssa Johnson
Kaitlyn Zohfeld
Nathan Seputis
Sharla Wojno
Rachel Klode
Caden Malley
Joshua Welzen
Jacob Eble
Scott Malm
Greg Marnul
Kyle Klode
Kimberly Kocur
Brett Seivert
Daniel Foiles
Caitlyn Greenspan

20
21
22
22
22
23
23
24
27
27
28
28
29
30
31

7-Pointed Star—This star
represents Isaiah’s list of the
gifts of the Spirit to be
revealed in the Branch of
Jesse — that is, Christ: “The
Spirit of the LORD will rest on
him — the Spirit of wisdom
and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD — and he will
delight in the fear of the LORD” (Isaiah 11:2-3,
NIV). Some baptism and confirmation liturgies pray
for God to “stir up in” the newly baptized or
confirmed “the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in [God’s] presence.”

Lindsay Strobel
Thomas Bartnik
Raymond DeVivo
Gayle Snedden
Jenna Welzen
Donna Jeffrey
Carole Sluis
Josephine Wilhelmsen

Ashley Johnson
Laura Saltzman
Lillie Burkhardt
Sharon Durkin
Sarah Limanowski
Jessica Welzen
John Horneij

Doug & Terri Hutson
Nick & Beverly Whittier
Ron & Janice Hamning
Nicolette & Bill Fitzpatrick
Norman & Nancy Kaczmarczyk
Marlene & Robert Cupp

PRESCHOOL NEWS
05/14: Chapel, 9:15 am
05/15: Chapel, 9:15 am & 12:30 pm
05/22 & 05/23: End of Year Programs, 9:30am

31 years
50 years
36 years
08 years
43 years
06 years

Hurry, Preschool Registration for
2019-20 School Year is almost full!
Please visit the Preschool Overview page on
immanuelmokena.org for all of the details on
registration, class offerings, and tuition and fees.
Spaces are filling up fast so register today!

We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating a
birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s special day
or it is in error, please contact the church office.

_________________________________
Don’t forget to sign up to be a Greeter,
Reader, or Usher in the lobby.

May Holidays
• National Day of Prayer, May 2, 2019
• Mother’s Day, May 12, 2019
• Armed Forces Day, May 18, 2019
• Memorial Day, May 27, 2019
• Ascension, May 30, 2019
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Sunday morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184)
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) | Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002
www.worshipanew.org (Sermon Summaries)
Email: info@LMMinc.org
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 5 Martin Luther Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
Chicago and Northwest Indiana

May 5, 2019 – Third Sunday of Easter
Psalm 30:1-5, 10-12; Epistle: Revelation 5:8-14; Gospel: John 21:1-14
“From Grief to Gladness” - Sermon Text: Psalm 30:1-5, 10-12 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III
Grief is a very real part of our life. Each of us to a certain extent is mourning, for various reasons. The good
news is that Christ came to change our grief to gladness.

May 12, 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 23; Epistle: Acts 20:17-35; Gospel: John 10:22-30
“The Voice of the Shepherd” - Sermon Text: John 10:27-28 - Rev. Thomas Eggold
Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, came to call us with the Gospel. He came to lay down His life for the sheep.
He came to "seek and save that which was lost," and in the voice of our Good Shepherd, we are drawn to the
Father.

May 19, 2019 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 148; Epistle: Revelation 21:1-7; Gospel: John 16:12-22
“Hearts Will Rejoice!” - Sermon Text: John 16:20 - Rev. Shayne Jonker
“You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.” You will have sorrow because this is a fallen world.
But your sorrow will turn into joy because Jesus has taken your sorrow into Himself on the cross and to the
grave. But He is risen, victorious over sin, death and the devil, and yes even your sorrow.

May 26, 2019 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 67; Gospel: John 16:23-33
“Plain Talk” - Sermon Text: John 16:23-33 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
It is refreshing when a leader gives a clear, plain, understandable answer to a question. Too often we hear
nuanced responses and are left wondering what was really said, if anything at all. Jesus speaks plainly. His
word and meaning are clear. So what does He have to say to you?
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$6 PER TICKET
Pay via Check

Take Me Out to the Ballgame with Fireworks & Music!
Join Immanuel Lutheran Church for some fun at the old ballgame for 2019 Church Nights!
The Immanuel Lutheran’s Board of Fellowship has discounted tickets available for two Windy City Thunderbolts
games. Please complete the enclosed ticket form and submit it to the church office with a check payable to
Immanuel Lutheran Church no later than Monday, May 27th. Be sure to indicate which game you are going to attend
as there are two dates available.

Saturday, June 22 (Beatles Night)

Saturday, August 3 (Elvis Night)

Pre-Game Concerts (4:15 pm), Game Start Time (6:05 pm),
Fireworks Display (Post-Game)
Please complete and detach bottom portion.
Submit ticket form with check payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church

Immanuel Lutheran Church Ballgame Outing Ticket Order Form
___________________________________________________________________________________________
First & Last Name

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Address

____________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone

Email (  Check here if you do not wish to be contacted with future Immanuel Events/News)

Please Select The Game(s) You Would Like To Attend:


 Saturday, June 22, 2019, 6:05pm Game (Beatles Night)

________________
Ticket Quantity ($6 each)

 Saturday, August 3, 2019, 6:05pm Game (Elvis Night)

________________
Ticket Quantity ($6 each)

Total: $________________

9

5

9a Worship (T)

26

9a Worship/HC (T)
10:15a Adult Bible Study
10:15a God’s Kids Club

19

Mother’s Day
9a Worship (B)
10:15a Adult Bible Study
10:15a God’s Kids Club

12

9a Worship/HC (T)
LWML Mite Offerings
Collected
10:15a Adult Bible Study
10:15a God’s Kids Club

TYPE OF SERVICE
(B) = Blended
(C) = Contemporary
(T) = Traditional

Sunday

13

6

27

20

Memorial Day
No Class for Women’s
Bible Study

7p Men’s Bible Study

7p Women’s Bible Study

7p Men’s Bible Study

Monday

14

7

7p Board of Christian
Education Meeting

28

21

9:15a Preschool Chapel
1p Stewardship Board Mtg
7p Parish Planning

7p Board of Elders
7p Board of Trustees

Tuesday

Content Due for
June Issue of Items

9:30a Preschool End
of Year Program

9:15a & 12:30p
Preschool Chapel

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

1

2

30

9:30a Preschool End
of Year Program
9:30a LWML Bible Study

23

16

9:30a LWML Bible Study
10:30a Serving at
St. Matthew’s

9

7:30p Ruth Society Mtg

Thursday

9a Quilting

Friday

31

24

17

10

3

4

5p Worship (T)

5p Worship/HC (C)

5p Worship (C)

25

18

11

5p Worship/HC (C)
LWML Mite Offerings
Collected
Following Worship
LWR Baby Care Kit
Packing (Pizza Served)

Saturday

May 2019

2019
Dated Material

10731 W. LaPorte Road
Mokena, IL 60448-9284
(708) 479-5600

Church Contact Information:
Phone (708) 479-5600
Fax
(708) 479-2248
Website: www.immanuelmokena.org
E-Mail: office@immanuelmokena.org
Sunday Worship 9a | Saturday Worship 5p
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd and 5th
Sundays & preceding Saturdays monthly.

God' Kids Club & Adult Bible Study:
Sundays 10:15 a (Sept – May)
Men’s Bible Study 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7p
Women’s Bible Study 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7p
LWML Bible Study 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 9:30a

