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Immanuel Celebrates 
For eleven months, the members of Immanuel 
waited faithfully for God to send us a new shepherd.  
Our prayers and patience were rewarded when 
Pastor Aaron Schellhas accepted our call. In the 
middle of our Christmas preparations, we celebrated 
the divine call of Pastor Aaron…what a perfect 
Christmas gift! We made plans to welcome him  
and his family and anxiously looked forward to the 
big day of his installation as Immanuel Mokena’s 
new Pastor.  

The weather on January 
13th was perfect for guests, 
family and friends to 
witness Pastor Aaron’s 
installation. Pastors from 
many of our circuit churches 

were radiant in their red stoles and laid their hands 
on our new Pastor as they blessed him and pledged 
their support. Our Northern Illinois District President, 
Rev. Dr. Allan Buss, installed Pastor Aaron and  
Rev. Keith Haney, the Northern Illinois Call Process 
Coordinator, delivered the message. Music was in 
abundance with favorite hymns of Pastor Aaron, 
praise band and choir anthems as well as Dale’s 
organ selections. The service was beautiful – God 
was surely beaming down on us. 
 
Immediately following the service, we continued 
celebrating with a dinner at Tuscany Falls  
in Mokena – a luscious menu satisfied everyone’s 
tastes.   

There was time for fellowship, laughter, relaxation 
and gratitude. To everyone who helped to plan this 
wonderful, day, we say “thank you.”   
 
God has richly blessed our congregation over the 
past year – He provided faithful pastors to lead and 
guide us in our vacancy – we thank and praise Him!!  
Surely, God is good…all the time!! The ensuing 
months will be exciting as Pastor Aaron gets to 
know each of us – he has some innovative ideas for 
fellowship!!  We welcome the Schellhas family and 
look forward to having them worship with us at 
Immanuel. 
 

JOIN US 
Saturday, 
February 9th  
(5pm-7pm) For Our 
Annual Spaghetti 

Dinner, Bingo & NEW This Year Our Preschool’s 
Art Show For Education 
Mark your calendars for Immanuel’s Famous 
Spaghetti Dinner. It includes all you can eat 
spaghetti, salad, fresh bread, desserts, and drinks 
followed by Bingo. New this year, Immanuel 
Lutheran Preschool will be hosting an “Art Show for 
Education” featuring many works of Art done by our 
very own preschoolers. Silent auction items will be 
available for bid, as a fundraiser for the preschool. 
 
Tickets: Adults (13 & up): $10.00  /  Children 5 – 12: 
$4.00  /  Children Under 5: Free 
Tickets can be purchased after services or from the 
church office. 
Opportunities to help with the Spaghetti Dinner: 
1. We are once again asking for donations of 

homemade sauce. Please mark them with or 
without meat and leave them in the kitchen no 
later than 9am on Saturday morning.  

2. Bingo prizes are always welcome 
3. Setup and Cleanup 

ITEMS 
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SERVING THE LIVING LORD AT IMMANUEL 
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 
1850, the mission of the family of God at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mokena is to 
effectively teach the Word of God. promote the 
spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 
continuously reach out with love and service." 
 
Connecting people in loving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, with each other in contagious 
Christian community, and with our calling of 
servanthood in the world. 
 
 

Financial Summary 
 

 Dec 
2018 

2018 
YTD 

2017 
YTD YOY Change 

 $ $ $ $ % 
Offering 37,847 327,568 376,294 -48,726 -13% 

Interest 396 2,323 1,705 618 36% 

Expense 31,919 283,306 313,591 -30,285 -10% 

Balance 6,324 46,585 64,408 -17,823 -28% 

 
Mortgage balance $216,971.81 
Reduced expense YOY primarily attributed to not having 
a full-time pastor from February through December. 
 
 

Weekly Attendance 
9:00am Sunday Services 
January 06…..116 
January 13…..107 
January 20…..131 
January 27…..127  
 
Installation Service 
January 13…..168 
 
Baptized Membership: 748 
Confirmed Membership:  602   
Households: 373 
 
 
Bulletin & Items Publishing 
Bulletin articles are due on Wednesdays by 9 a.m. 
 
Articles for the March Items are due by February 
20th and will be on our website, mailed, and in the   
narthex after March 3rd. The Items Newsletter is 
also available online at immanuelmokena.org 

Official Acts 
Funerals 
Kelsey Kruspe, February 2, 2019 
Visitation 9am & Memorial Service 9:30am 
At Immanuel Lutheran Church of Mokena  
Gudrun Skrodal, January 29, 2019 
Bruce Porter, January 12, 2019 
 
New Members  
Timothy Knight 
Aaron, Leeann, Natalee, Jarred, & Gretta Schellhas 
 
Baptism 
Giovanni Michael Fitzpatrick, January 27, 2019 

 
 
Elders 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during 
the worship service and outside of worship. Their 
job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns 
you may have with the congregation and within 
your family. Here are your elders: 
     

   Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
   Elder 2:  Jim Bowlds 708-479-3757 
   Elder 3:  Jim Bubeck  815-469-7573 
   Elder 4:  Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
   Elder 5:  Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
   Elder 6:  Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
 
   Please contact these Elders should you have any 
    needs/concerns/questions.  

 

If you plan to move or have already moved,  
please call or email the church office with your 
new address information!  
Church Office: 708-479-5600 / ielc1850@att.net   
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Conversation 
Starters  
from Pastor  
Right before Jesus ascended, 
He gave His disciples their 
marching orders: “Go!  Make 
disciples (people who imitate 
you as you imitate Me). How? 
Baptize them! Teach them 
how much I and my Father 
love them! I’ll always be with 

you!” (That’s how I’d put the Great Commission, 
Matthew 28:19-20, in my own words). 
 
But the story continued. Jesus ascended. He gave 
the power of His own life and Spirit at Pentecost.  
The church grew in Jerusalem, but eventually it 
was scattered into the world (Acts 8:1). And the 
world has never been the same, as the great Good 
News of Jesus has been shared, over and over. 
 
I’m certain that the people of God in that season of 
the world, our spiritual ancestors, weren’t thinking 
that that scattering after Pentecost was a good 
thing. But like so many things in our world, what 
people intended for evil, God turns into good (i.e., 
Jesus on the cross). The church wasn’t allowed to 
get too comfortable in its original surroundings.  
It became an apostolic church, a gathering of the 
“sent-out ones." 
 
So it is, even today. We participate in the gathering 
together of the church, only to be sent out again.  
My prayer for you, as your pastor, is that our time 
together become a time of being filled up, fueled 
up, for the way that God is calling YOU to engage 
in His mission. I want our church to be a Launching 
Point for you, launching you into the world. And I 
want you to go, being able to identify what He’s 
trying to tell you, or how you’ve heard from Him 
while you’re here, so you have something to share 
wherever you go. That’s my intention for the 
Launching Points-To-Go we’ve been writing down 
the past few weeks. 

 
So, where is God 
sending you? To whom 
is God sending you? 

Where is He leading us as a church? The answers 
to these, and many other questions, come from 

sitting at the feet of Jesus, inhaling His presence 
and His Word, and exhaling our prayers through 
His Spirit. My encouragement to you is to be in 
God’s Word, intentionally, regularly, prayerfully, as 
we seek His guidance as to where He’s going to 
lead us. I’m not sure of the details myself, but I’m 
ready for the journey with you and the adventures it 
will bring. Adventure is out there! 
 
 
Program Volunteers Needed & 
Planning for 2019 VBS has Begun! 

 
Vacation Bible School for 2019 will be the 
Concordia program "Miraculous Mission - Jesus 
Saves the World". To hold this program next 
summer, we are in need of two important positions-
-a VBS Program Coordinator and a Registration 
Director. Once we have these volunteers in place, 
the VBS Program Coordinator can choose the 
week in June that would work best for her/him. We 
usually hold VBS either the third of fourth week in 
June. 
 
If you are interested in serving the Lord for either 
position in this most important outreach to children 
in our community, please contact Nancy 
Kaczmarczyk at 708-478-1042 for more 
information. 
 
 
Time & Talent Forms and 
Commitment Cards  
Thank you to all that turned in these forms on 
Sunday, January 27th. If you were unable to submit 
yours, the Board of Stewardship encourages you to 
still fill out the forms and turn them in as soon as 
you can. You can pick up either form from the table 
in the narthex or church office, and completed 
forms may be turned in with offerings, to 
the church office or to Sarah Bechtel’s  
mailbox (C9).
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Join the Ruth Society  
Immanuel women and members to be, 18 and older 
you are cordially invited to be our guest at our next 
Ruth Society meeting Thursday, February 7th at 
7:30pm. 
 
The Altar Guild of Immanuel works with Pastor Aaron 
Schellhas and the Board of Elders to prepare the 
altar for Divine Worship and the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. Other duties consist of keeping the 
pastor, elder and acolyte and confirmation robes in 
good condition; replacing candles; flowers for the 
altar; and decorating the church for Christmas and 
Easter. We also organize the Fall Festival and work 
on Lutheran Women’s Missionary League projects. 
 
Our meetings are the first Thursday of each month at 
7:30pm. We meet in The HUB, the room across from 
the library. Pastor Schellhas and his wife Leeann will 
be at our February meeting. Please come and meet 
them if you haven’t had a chance to talk to them or 
been introduced to them yet. 
 
Perhaps you will consider joining us to serve our Lord 
and congregation. More information may be obtained 
by calling Bev Whittier, Ruth Society president, at 
815-485-9269. 
 
 
The Board of Fellowship needs your 
“Dinner Night Out” Suggestions 

 
The Board of Fellowship is looking for ideas for the 
next “Dinner Night Out” to be scheduled in March.  
We would like to find a local restaurant that would be 
willing to host our church family for dinner. Our first 
Dinner Night was held at Doc’s Smokehouse a few 
months ago, which was a great success. If you have 
any suggestions for a restaurant with room for at 
least 50 people during the week, please drop a note 
in mailbox C1. 

 
 

New World Mission Focus:  
Lutheran World Relief 
In February, the Board of Stewardship will introduce 
Lutheran World Relief as Immanuel’s new world 
mission focus.  
 

Here is a snapshot of what this organization  
is about: At Lutheran World Relief, we envision a 
future where all people, in every corner of the world 
can live full, dignified lives. Founded by Lutherans in 
the United States at the end of World War 
II, grounded in Lutheran theology and building on 
decades of experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles 
global poverty by helping people adapt to the 
challenges that threaten their livelihoods and well-
being. We work with people based on need, 
regardless of race, religion or nationality and we do 
not evangelize. We provide aid in emergencies and 
help families restore their lives. We partner with 
communities to build and grow rural economies.  
We break the cycle of poverty, so families and 
communities can thrive. Our goal is to help 
people build self-sufficiency and create 
new community-owned approaches to problem-
solving that will last long after our projects end. 

 
 
Serving St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen 
On each of our visits, we are humbled and thankful 
for God’s blessings on this ministry. Our February 
visit is planned for February 14. Everyone is invited 
to join us – we leave Immanuel about 10:45am and 
are back to Mokena by 2:00pm – please call Barb at 
708.995.5375 if you are interested in joining us. 
2019 Serving Dates: 02/14; 03/14; 04/25; 05/09; 
06/13; 07/11; 08/22; 09/12; 10/10; 11/14; 12/12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeters Program: The Elders are looking for 
families, couples, or individuals to greet members and 
visitors as they come into church on Sundays. Arrive 
between 8:30 and 8:40 am before the 9 am service 
and bring your smile and a handshake. If you can help, 
please add your name to the Greeter Sign-Up sheet 
located on the bulletin board. Questions? Call Jerry 
Vrshek at 815-469-5059. 
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The Hostesses with the ‘Mostest’ 
John and Nancy Mirocha welcomed the members of 
our choir as well as our spouses to their beautifully 
decorated home for our annual choir Christmas party 
on January 4th. Decorations and good food were in 
abundance. Everyone brought a favorite dish to pass 
which provided a tasty buffet menu. The evening was 
a relaxing opportunity to share and reminisce holiday 
events – and just to enjoy being together. 
 
The party was highlighted with our thanks to John 
Mirocha for his work and expertise on our new  
sound system; Dale Disabato for learning all the 
accompaniments to our songs; and Nancy Mirocha 
for all her patience and direction in teaching us the 
choir selections. Thank you again – you are a 
blessing to our little choir of nine! 
 
At present, one of our nine is facing some serious 
health issues – Marilyn Miller is needing your prayers 
and words of comfort – we are missing her beautiful 
soprano voice! Cards may be sent to her at: 9448 
Pine Ave., Mokena 60448 
 
The choir practices on Thursday evenings at 7:00 -
8:00. For the past year, we have been singing sans 
men – but hopefully that will change. Men, as well as 
additional women’s voices are welcome to join us.  
Contact Nancy if you are interested – and maybe, 
you’ll be celebrating with us at our Christmas get-
together in 2020!! 
 
 
 
Ripples of Kindness 
“I drop kindness pebbles in still water every day, and  
I watch the effect they have on other people’s lives. 

My favorite kindness 
pebbles are compliments. 
Drop a compliment and 
watch the ripple effect 
that it has in your life.”  
 
Remarkably, these cheery 
words come from a father 
who has faced many 
dark, difficult days. In 6 

Minutes Wrestling With Life, John Passaro tells of his 
daughter’s heart-wrenching battle with meningitis. 
The struggles didn’t make him bitter; rather, he 
frequently offers uplifting words on social media. 
 
 
 
 

What if we followed Passaro’s example and 
complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8 (NIV) 
instructs us to think about things that are noble, 
lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. By 
extension, turning those positive thoughts into words 
causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s light in 
ripples throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless, 
through ours. 
 
 

 
On behalf of the Ruth Society, we want to thank the 
congregation for participation in the LWML Mite Box 
Program. Your contributions were over $900. These 
monies will go toward funding LWML Missions 
around the world.  
 
Thank you for your support of the LWML Northern 
Illinois mission grants with your mite offerings. If you 
don't have a mite box, help yourself to one from the 
LWML table in the narthex. Offerings will be collected 
March 3rd and April 7th. 
 
As you fill your mite box, keep in mind the words of 
the following: Amazing Mites (Tune: Amazing Grace) 

Amazing mites are sent with prayer, Here and 
abroad to share, With those in need, that is our 
aim, And always praise His name. 
Each coin is giv’n with loving heart. In this we have 
a part. What joy it is to do God’ work, From this 
we’ll never shirk. 
Amazing mites, those coins so small, When in the 
box they fall, Become a force for our dear lord, 
And spread His Word abroad. 
Our mites help many in despair.They show how 
much we care.They tell the news of God’s great 
love, And point to heav’n above.  
*excerpted from Overflowing Love, past LWML publication 

 

Check out the 2019 Lenten Inspiration 
registration form/flyer enclosed. 
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02 Terri Hutson  
03 James Bowlds 
03 Matthew Fuka 
06 Sarah Hayes 
09 Lydia Paterek 
12 Adam Sekula  
13 Brittany Bubeck 
13 Betty Jansen  
13 Abigail Olsen  
13 William Sluis 
14 Robert Beckstrom  
14 Molly Zagorski  
15 Kathryn Disabato 
16 Barry Schulz  
17 Earl Baker  
17 Rachel Dudczyk 
18 Judy Smith 
20 Katie Kaczmarczyk 
20 Aaron Marcotte 
20 Sandra Zagorski 
21 Laura Bechtel 
21 Gregory Constien 
21 Dana Tiffin 
21 Jerry Vrshek 
22 Georgia Goetsch 
24 Darlene Habel 
24 Nicolette Fitzpatrick 
25 Julia Bowlds 
25 Roderick Nagy 
25 Diane Nilsen 
27 Hayley Ackerman 
27 Laura Fenn 
27 Doris Yunker 
28 Thomas Flannery 
28 Linda Miller 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

NOW OFFERING GLUTEN FREE 
If anyone has health issues requiring 
gluten free communion wafers, please 
contact Pastor Schellhas. 

 

 

15 Donald & Donna Bakken          45 yrs  
 
We wish God’s blessings on all these people celebrating 
a birthday or anniversary. If we have forgotten anyone’s 
special day or it is in error, please contact the church 
office. 
 

 

Christian Symbol 
CHI RHO — “Chi” and 
“rho” are the first two 
letters in the Greek 
spelling for Christ 
(XPICTOC, pronounced 
“Christos”). The blending 
of these two letters into 
one symbol formed a 
“sacred monogram.” 

Early Christians created many such symbols as 
codes to indicate their discipleship while avoiding 
detection by Roman persecutors. Many variations 
of the Chi Rho symbol exist, incorporating a cross, 
a shepherd’s crook, the Greek letters alpha and 
omega, an anchor and other images. 
 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
02/01: No School; P/T Conference &  

2019/2020 Current Family Registration 
02/09: Art Show for Education Event 
02/11: 2019/2020 Public Registration 
02/13 & 02/14: Valentine’s Day Parties 
02/15: No School 
02/18: No School 
02/21 & 02/22: P is for Pizza & Pajama Party 
03/04 & 03/05: Preschool Fieldtrip 
 
Kindergarten Registration Dates: 
Mokena Dist.159 – 03/12, 5:30-8pm 
Summit Hill Dist. 161 – 02/12, 3:45-7pm 
New Lenox Dist 122 – 02/28, 6:30-7:30pm 
Frankfort Dist. 157C – 03/05, Noon-8:00pm 
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FEBRUARY 03, 2019 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Psalm 71:1-12;  
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13;  
Gospel: Luke 4:31-44 
“Christ Is the Real Thing!” - Sermon Text: Luke 
4:32 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
The words and actions of Jesus Christ 
communicated astonishing authority to people 
accustomed to timid and contrived religious 
teaching. Can He do the same to us in 2019? 
Listen to His words. Consider His actions. 
Christ Is the Real Thing! 
 
 
FEBRUARY 10, 2019 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Psalm 138;  
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8;  
Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
“A Great Fishing Story” - Sermon Text: Luke 
5:1-11 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
Jesus is the best fishing partner. He knows 
where the fish are! The Gospel of Luke relates 
a great fishing story, which, however, is about 
so much more than just catching fish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 

FEBRUARY 17, 2019 
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Psalm 1:1-6;  
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20;  
Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 
“Blessed Are You” - Sermon Text: Luke 6:17-
26 - Rev. Thomas Eggold 
 
The Beatitudes are not a moral roadmap 
designed to lead us to heaven. They do not 
constitute a list of demands promising 
blessings in return. No, the Beatitudes bring 
blessings because they come to us as 
requirements of righteousness already met in 
Jesus. He is the one who has fulfilled every 
demand of the Law. He is the one who has 
taken away our sin and come to give us the 
Kingdom. 
 
 
FEBRUARY 24, 2019 
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany  
Psalm 103:1-13;  
Old Testament: Genesis 43:3-5;  
Gospel: Luke 6:27-31 
“Love, Bless, Pray” - Sermon Text: Luke 6:27-
31 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
 
Jesus tells us to love your enemies, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you. All of that happened to Jesus who 
continues to love, bless and pray for us so we 
may spend our eternity with Him. 
 
 

 

Sunday morning at 8:00 AM on Chicago’s  
CW station WPWR channel 50 (Comcast 184) 
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683)   |   Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 
www.worshipanew.org/sermon-summaries 
Email: info@LMMinc.org 
 
Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 
5 Martin Luther Drive,  Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana 
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Theme: SERVING THE LEAST OF THESE 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers, you did it to me.’  Matthew 25:40 

Featured Speaker 
Rev. Matthew Troester, Pastor,  

of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Matteson, IL 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH  
14700 S. 94th Street, Orland Park, IL 60462  

Saturday, March 30, 2019 
Registration and Fellowship:  8:15 am 

Opening Worship:  9:15 am 
Concluding Devotions:  1:15 pm 

Registration Fee: $15.00 includes lunch 

Register online at WWW.LWMLNID.org (Go to “Register for an Event”) 
OR Mail registrations to: Barbara Belanski (Payable to LWML NID),  

19140 Crescent Drive, Mokena, IL 60448 

Registration deadline: Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Select one:   __Ham   __Turkey  __Veggie  __ Gluten Free 

 
Name:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________City:__________________________ZIP__________ 

Email:__________________________________________Phone:___________________________________ 

Congregation:_____________________________Church Location:__________________________________

Lenten 
Inspiration 
2019

http://WWW.LWMLNID.org


February 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
     P/T Conferences –  

No Preschool 
2019-20 Registration 
for Current Families 

Kelsey Kruspe 
Memorial Svc 9:30a 
w/9a Visitation 
5p Worship/HC  
LWML Mite Offerings 
Collected 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9a Worship/HC, LWML 
Mite Offerings Collected 
10:15a Adult Bible Study  
10:15a God’s Kids Club 
 

 7p Board of Elders Mtg  6:30p Choir 
7:30p Ruth Society Mtg 

 5p Worship 
5p Preschool Art Show 
for Education, Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner  
and Bingo 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9a Worship 
10:15a Adult Bible Study  
10:15a God’s Kids Club  
 

2019-2020 Preschool 
Registration – Open to 
Public 

7p Parish Planning Mtg Preschool Valentine’s 
Day Party  

9:30a LWML Bible Study  
10:30a St. Matthew’s 
Soup Kitchen  
7p Choir 
Preschool Valentine’s 
Day Party 

No Preschool 5p Worship/HC 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
9a Worship/HC 
10:15a Adult Bible Study  
10:15a God’s Kids Club 

No Preschool Preschool Chapel Day 
 
7p Board of Christian 
Education Mtg 
 

Preschool Chapel Day 
 
March Items Info Due 

 
7p Choir 

9a Quilting 5p Worship 

24 25 26 27 28   

9a Worship 
10:15a Adult Bible Study  
10:15a God’s Kids Club 

   9:30a LWML Bible Study 
7p Choir 

  

 




