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A Legacy Of Faith 

 
National Grandparents Day became an official observance in 1978, thanks largely to the lobbying 
efforts of Marian McQuade, a West Virginian who had 15 children and 43 grandchildren during 60 
years of marriage.  
 
The purpose of National Grandparents Day, celebrated on the first Sunday after Labor Day, is 
threefold: to honor grandparents, to give grandparents an opportunity to show love for their 
children’s children and to help children become aware of strength, information and guidance older 
people can offer.  
 
Grandparents — and, in this mobile society, surrogate grandparents — also serve as examples of 
how to endure challenges with God’s help. Elders describe how God remains present, faithful and 
steadfast throughout the years. As Psalm 145:4 (NIV) says, “One generation commends your works 
to another; they tell of your mighty acts.” 
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Serving the 

Living Lord at Immanuel 

Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 1850, the 

mission of the family of God at Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God. 
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian family, and 
continuously reach out with love and service." 

Connecting people in loving relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
with each other in contagious Christian community, 
and with our calling of servanthood in the world. 

 
 

  Management of life’s resources for God’s purposes 
 

  2018 2017   

 July ‘18 YTD YTD   YOY 
Change 

 

 $ $ $ $ % 

Offering 29,593 192,235 216,170 -23,935 -11% 

Interest       124    1,137       616       521 85% 

Expense 21,587 173,787 187,544 -13,757   -7% 

Balance   8,130   19,585   26,677 -7,092 -27% 

 

Mortgage balance $233,730 
 

 

 

Bulletin & Items Publishing 
Bulletin articles are due on Thursday by  
12 p.m. 
Articles for the October Items are due September 
21st  and will be on our website-mailed and in  
narthex after September 28th. 

 
                      We post Items Newsletter 

                                  on the Website! 
www.immanuelmokena.org 

 
If you plan to move or have already moved  PLEASE CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE with your new address!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Official Acts 
Funeral: Roger Schuldt August 20, 2018 

 

 
Weekly Attendance July 29- August 19, 2018 
                   
                            9:00 am     
 
July 29               103 
August 5              84 
August 12          103 
August 19            90 
 
 
Baptized Membership 784 Confirmed Membership  
711  Households 364 
 

 

 
Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during the 
worship service and outside of worship.  Their job is to 
be of service to you in any cares/concerns you may 
have with the congregation and within your family.  
Here are your elders: 
     

     Elder 1:  Marty Olsen 815-464-4373 
     Elder 2: Jim Bowlds 708-479-3757 
     Elder 3: Jim Bubeck  815-469-7573 
     Elder 4: Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455 
     Elder 5: Nick Whittier 815-485-9269 
     Elder 6: Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director) 
 
 Please contact these Elders should you have any 
needs/concerns/questions. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.immanuelmokena.org/
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Sunday, Sep 9 

Rally Day & Family 
Picnic 
9 am Church Outdoors 
10:15 am God’s Kids Club  
11:30 am Picnic 

 
The main dish and beverages are included.  
If your last name begins with an A to M, please bring 
a side dish to share. 
If your last name begins with an N to Z, please bring a 
dessert to share.  
 

The Meijer Simply Give program is now 

underway.  Just present one of the Simply Give 

coupons with $10 when you check out and Meijer  

(in Mokena)  will match the donation to go to the 

Frankfort Township Food Pantry. Coupons can be 

found at the check-out or on the Stewardship 

bulletin board at church.  Questions?  Call Barb 

Malm (815)469-2930 or Sarah Bechtel (815) 485-

5455. 

 

Ruth Society Invitation Women of all ages are 

invited to come to our September 13th meeting in 

the overflow room. This meeting is on the second 

Thursday, but normally we meet the first Thursday 

of every month.  Besides doing mission work and 

the Fall Festival (Beef Dinner & Craft Show), we 

also do many other things around the church (ex. 

Altar Duty, Funeral Luncheons, etc.)  Hope to see 

you September 13th at 7:30 p.m.  For more 

information, contact Bev Whittier at 815-485-9269. 
 

September 6th at 7pm. 

Pray N Crochet will meet September 26th 

from 6:30-8 pm. Please join us. 

 

The Quilting group will meet 

September 28th 
 

 
Immanuel does it again! Congratulations to the 

2018 1st Place Softball team. We are very proud of 

you! For those of you that would like to join us next 

year, be sure to watch for announcements next 

Spring. 
 

OPERATION CARE PACKAGE 

  

Welcome, and Thank You for 

Supporting Our Troops.  
 

LWML Women are collecting the following 

items for our 

Zone 16 Fall Workshop, October 20, 2018 

At Trinity/Tinley 

If you can help, please collect these items in your 

churches and bring them to the Fall Workshop 

Your donations will be sent to Operation Care 

Package 

and distributed to our military 

• Protein Bars 

• Beef Jerky, Slim Jims 

• Trail Mix 

• Hard candy 

• Microwave popcorn 

• Batteries AA/AAA 

• Hot Chocolate – single packets 

• Anti-fungal Foot Powder or Cream 

• Shampoos/Conditions (Small sizes) 

• Toothpaste/brushes/floss 

• Hand and foot warmers 

• Men’s white or black crew socks 

• I-Tunes gift cards 

• Playing Cards, Uno, Skip-Bo, Yahtzee 
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September Birthdays 

 

       2 Wayne Hohl; Kelly Klode 

 3 Barbara Limanowski;Rusty Woerner 

        4            Maryann Hawrysko 

 5 Lily Witherspoon 

 6 Gail Lupe, Ava Munson 

 7 Andrew Rodeghero; Paige Seivert 

 8 Kimberly Hack; Christopher Kocur 

 9 Nicholas Dudczyk 

 13 Joseph Miller  

 14 Sarah Pomykala 

 15 Kyle Nilsen; Florence Record 

 16 Leah Dudczyk; Arthur Hostert, Jr; 

                     Edward Nykrin 

 17 James Kruspe 

 18 Alexander Heidkamp; Charles Rowell 

 19 Joseph Chiaro, John Horneij; Mary Osterreich;  

        20 Harold Klode; Reagan Seivert 

 21 Gina Dudczyk, Norman Kaczmarczyk;  

                     Jo-Cele Marnul; Troy Smith  

 23 Joseph Howard 

 24 Tom Ennis 

 25 Nathan Mirocha 

 27 Jenna Carlson; Nancy Eble 

 28 Margaret Hoffman; Rachel Wilson;        

30         Connor Nass 

 

 

+Christian Symbol+ 

  
 
Seal  
 
A seal is the mark of God’s promises to the believer 
and of the believer’s consecration to God. Old 
Testament priests wore a piece of gold against their 
forehead, as a seal, engraved with the words “Holy 
to the Lord.” For Christians, the sign of the cross 
serves as a seal of salvation. Paul declares, “He 
anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put 
his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing 
what is to come” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, NIV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Anniversaries 

 

      2           Patrick and Patricia Lipscomb           29 yrs. 

 6 Keith & Susan Chiaro                         27 yrs. 

 11 Troy & Jean Smith                              31 yrs. 

 15 Ted & Caryn Obis                               28 yrs. 

      22 Bob & Kim Kocur                               34 yrs. 

 27 Kerry & Jill Gerken                             26 yrs. 

 

WE WISH GOD’S BLESSINGS ON ALL THESE PEOPLE 

CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY.  IF WE HAVE 

FORGOTTEN ANYONE’S SPECIAL DAY OR IT IS IN ERROR, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Quiz 

  
 

Who was Moses’ father-in-law, and what was his 
occupation?  
 
A. Joshua; shepherd  
B. Miriam; tentmaker  
C. Aaron; farmer  
D. Jethro; priest  
 
Answer: D (See Exodus 3:1.)  
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Will Heaven Be boring? 
 

As a youngster, I imagined heaven as a big, 
dim room with thick carpet and worried that 
filling an eternity of days would be boring. I 
never dreamed anyone shared that concern 
until I read Sam Storms’ words: “Heaven is 
not one grand, momentary flash of 
excitement followed by an eternity of 
boredom” (One Thing).  
 
So, what is heaven like? Scripture offers only a 
few intriguing glimpses: Ezekiel’s vision of 
four fiery creatures and the hem of God’s 
garment gleaming in rainbow light; Jesus’ 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 
depicting heaven within shouting distance of 
Hades; Jesus’ mention of many rooms in his 
Father’s house; Stephen seeing Jesus at God’s 
right hand; John of Patmos’ view of the new 
Jerusalem, descending from God.  
 
We can’t know exactly what heaven looks like 
— or how we’ll fill all our “free time”! 
(Doubtless, worship around God’s throne will 
be a big and joyous part.) But we know there 
will be no hunger, thirst, tears, death or pain 
(see Revelation 7, 21 and 22). All peoples and 
languages will be included, with healing for 
all nations. “There will be a new episode of 
divine grace every day!” Storms writes. Most 
importantly, Jesus will be there — the Lamb 
of God, our Shepherd, sheltering us with his 
presence. For now, that’s all we need to 
know.  
 
—Heidi Mann 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Morning Prayer 
 
At the start of a day, who can tell what a day 
may bring forth? Cause me therefore, gracious 
God, to live every day as if it were to be my 
last, for I know not but that it may be such. 
Cause me to live now as I shall wish I had done 
when I come to die. O grant that I may not die 
with any guilt on my conscience, or any known 
sin unrepented of, but that I may be found in 
Christ, who is my only Savior and Redeemer.  
 
—Thomas à Kempis 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Awesome God 

  
 
 

When our lives are focused on God, awe and 
wonder lead us to worship God, filling our 
inner being with a fullness we would never 
have thought possible. Awe prepares the way 
in us for the power of God to transform us, and 
this transformation of our inner attitudes can 
only take place when awe leads us in turn to 
wonder, admiration, reverence, surrender and 
obedience toward God.  
—James Houston, The Transforming Power of Prayer  
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Labor Of Love 
 
During Labor Day weekend worship, many 
congregations bless members of various 
occupations. From painting to parenting, 
from truck driving to teaching, from 
farming to pharmaceutical research, work 
is honored as holy.  
 
Some might believe that certain jobs — 
pastor, missionary, bishop — are holier 
than others. But in his classic book The 
Practice of the Presence of God, Brother 
Lawrence, a 17th-century Carmelite monk, 
tells of performing even the most 
common, tedious tasks as holy service to 
God: “I turn the cake that is frying on the 
pan for love of [God],” he wrote. “It is 
enough for me to pick up but a straw from 
the ground for the love of God."  
 
No matter your field of work, remember 
that any task done in God’s name and to 
his glory is holy. 
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                Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 

5 Martin Luther Drive,  

Fort Wayne, IN  46825-4996 

Chicago and Northwest Indiana 

Sunday morning at 8:00 AM on  

Chicago’s CW station WPWR channel 50  

(Comcast 184) 
September 2, 2018 – Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Psalm 119:129-136; Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-20; 
Gospel: Mark 7:14-23 
“Stand Against the Devils” - Sermon Text: Ephesians 
6:10-20 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 
 
As believers, we are daily engaged in spiritual warfare 
against Satan and his fellow demons. The good news 
is that we can stand firm against these fierce and 
powerful enemies. The Apostle Paul tells us how and 
why. 
 
September 9, 2018 – Sixteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Psalm 146; Old Testament: Isaiah 35:4-7a; Gospel: 
Mark 7:31-37 
“Perfect Healing” - Sermon Text: Mark 7:31-37 - Rev. 
Paul Shoemaker 
 
When someone is ill, we pray for healing. The Good 
News that comes from God is that He may grant 
physical healing, but He always grants us perfect 
healing through Jesus.  
 
September 16, 2018 – Seventeenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Psalm 116:1-9; Epistle: James 3:1-12; Gospel: Mark 
9:14-29 
“Help My Unbelief” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:24 - Rev. 
Dr. Daniel Brege 
 
 

We as Christians believe in Jesus. This belief involves 
both knowledge and trust. Rightly, we turn to God in 
the face of trouble; however, at times our faith is 
eroded, attacked or challenged by the cares, 
problems, and philosophies of this world. We pray 
with the man in our text, "I believe, help my 
unbelief." Through His Word and Sacrament, our Lord 
indeed sends us the Spirit, so our faith is 
strengthened, and we rest and hope in the Savior. 
 
September 23, 2018 – Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Psalm 54; Epistle: James 3:13-4:10; Gospel: Mark 
9:30-37 
“Let God Be God!” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:30-37 – 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
“Why doesn’t God do _____?” “Why would God 
allow _____ to happen?” Seeking a “new-and-
improved-god” is an activity as old as time. Look and 
listen to Jesus to discover the true God . . . and true 
greatness! Let God be God! 
 
September 30, 2018 – Pentecost 
Psalm 135:1-3, 13-14; Old Testament: Numbers 11:4-
6, 10-18; Gospel: Mark 9:38-50 
“Belonging to Christ” - Sermon Text: Mark 9:38-50 – 
Rev. James Elsner 
 
Complain! Complain! Complain! Does that describe 
someone in your life? Does it describe YOU? Those 
who belong to Christ, though, have a different sense 
of faith and life. What's that look like?   
 

 
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) †  

Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002 

www.worshipanew.org/sermon-summaries †  

Email: info@LMMinc.org 

mailto:info@lmminc.org?subject=Visited%20Your%20Website...

