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A Church Garden
First, plant five rows of peas:
Presence
Promptness
Preparation
Purity
Perseverance.
Next to these, plant three rows of squash:
Squash gossip.
Squash criticism.
Squash indifference.
No garden is complete without turnips:
Turn up for meetings.
Turn up with a smile.
Turn up with new ideas.
Turn up with determination to make everything count for something good and worthwhile.
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Serving the
Living Lord at Immanuel

Official Acts
Mission Statement: "Caring and sharing since 1850, the
mission of the family of God at Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Mokena is to effectively teach the Word of God.
promote the spiritual growth of the Christian family, and
continuously reach out with love and service."

Weekly Attendance July 1-22, 2018

Connecting people in loving relationship with God
through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit,
with each other in contagious Christian community,
and with our calling of servanthood in the world.

9:00 am
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22

Management of life’s resources for God’s purposes
2018

2017

June
‘18
$

YTD

YTD

$

25,604

Baptized Membership 784 Confirmed Membership
711 Households 364

$

YOY
Change
$

%

162,657

184,755

-22,098

-12%

356

1,014

520

494

Expense

18,829

152,200

158,598

-6,398

-4%

Balance

7,131

11,471

26,677

-15,206

-57%

Offering*
Interest

93
88
98
87

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastor during the
worship service and outside of worship. Their job is to
be of service to you in any cares/concerns you may
have with the congregation and within your family.
Here are your elders:

95%

Elder 1: Marty Olsen 815-464-4373
Elder 2: Jim Bowlds 708-479-3757
Elder 3: Jim Bubeck 815-469-7573
Elder 4: Bruce Bechtel 815-485-5455
Elder 5: Nick Whittier 815-485-9269
Elder 6: Jerry Vrshek 815-469-5059 (Director)

*Excludes Facility donation $590
Mortgage balance $237,994.21

Bulletin & Items Publishing
Bulletin articles are due on Thursday by
12 p.m.
Articles for the September Items are due August
17th and will be on our website-mailed and in
narthex after August 24th.

Please contact these Elders
needs/concerns/questions.

We post Items Newsletter
on the Website!
www.immanuelmokena.org
If you plan to move or have already moved PLEASE CALL THE
CHURCH OFFICE with your new address!!
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should you have

any

From the Board of Fellowship:
Saturday, August 18th 6:05 pm Elvis Theme Night
including pregame concert at 4:30pm and fireworks after
the game. Kids can run the bases after the game as well.
Tickets are $6.00 each and need to be preordered.
Contact Lyn Thorne or the church office at 708- 4795600.

Help pack backpacks for Jump on the Bus! – The
Board of Stewardship will be assisting MorningStar
Mission on Tuesday, July 10th from 10 am to 2 pm at
their warehouse in Joliet. What we do: Each volunteer
is given a list for a child of all the items to be gathered
from the supplies in the warehouse and put into a
backpack. After completing a list, you work on another
one, and we try to pack as many backpacks as possible
during our time! The signup sheet is in the narthex and
will be posted on the stewardship bulletin board during
the week. If you have questions, please contact Barb
Malm at (815-474-5030 or boyz3949@aol.com) or
Sarah Bechtel (847-712-8649 or
bechtelnl@comcast.net).

RALLY DAY, Sunday, September 9th
Enjoy your summer, but while you are on summer break,
but use that time to plan for our fall RALLY DAY!
✓ Who can you invite to Immanuel this fall?
✓ Is there a child in your life that you can bring to
God’s Kids Club?
✓ Is there a neighbor that you can invite to join us
for service?
✓ Is there family that you would like to bring to
the church picnic?
Of course, there will be fabulous food from our favorite
street taco man. Obviously, there will be great
fellowship and fun games, but this is also our
opportunity to share our love for Christ and bring
someone in your life to Him.

Pastoral Call Process: On June 3 at the
congregational voters meeting the congregation
voted to extend a call to Rev. Brian Hetzel of Pointe
Of Hope Lutheran Church in Blue Springs, MO.

Pray N Crochet will meet August 8 and 29
from 6:30-8 pm. Please join us.

We received a letter from Pastor Brian Hetzel
declining the call to Immanuel Lutheran Church.
Please keep Immanuel Lutheran Church in your
prayers during this call process. We will update you
after we meet to discuss the next step in the call
process.
The Visiting Teams continue to visit our shut-ins
and elderly each month. We thank them for their
time and effort.

The Quilting group will meet August 24th.

STEWARDSHIP NOTES
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20
Our faithful stewardship makes the fulfillment of
the Great Commission possible!

Pastor Schauer from Trinity in Tinley Park has been
visiting the shut-ins to bring them communion.
The Call Committee has received the next list of
“Pastors-to-Call” from Rev. Keith Haney from the
NID. We continue to work with Rev. Steve Lange,
the Circuit Visitor, who is assisting the committee
through the Call process. Please keep the Call
Committee and Immanuel in your prayers for
guidance at this time.

Lutheran Bible Translators
Please continue to remember LBT in your
prayers. On August 19th we will be providing a
short update on their work (including the Federwitz
family), and we will have a free will offering
on that Sunday.

The Elders’ phone numbers are listed in this Items
if you need help.

Thank you to Laurie Pohrte for the weeding,
clipping and beautification of the Prayer Patio.

Jerry Vrshek, Director, Board of Elders
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Ruth Society News:
Ruth Society is a group of Lutheran women
working together for the need of their church.
Using their expertise and gifts that the Lord gave
them.
To prepare the Altar for worship service.
Helping to maintain the robes for the Elders,
Acolytes, and Confirmands.

Harvest Time!
With harvest underway or imminent, fields of ripe
grain, tall cornstalks and soybeans turning brown
recall Jesus’ words to the disciples: “The harvest
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38,
ESV).

Setting up and working on the Fall Festival.
Offering to lend a Christian hand in time of need.
Christmas and Easter decorating of the church.
Issuing get well cards to the congregation.
Employing our resources to make quilts for the
Lutheran World Relief.
Thursday, first of the month meeting.
Yearly meetings September-June time 7:30p.m.

Nowadays farmers use fewer laborers and bigger
machines than in decades past. But what about
harvests of faith? Leading people to know God’s
love can’t be done “mechanically.” Studies show
that newspaper ads or door-hangers left
anonymously are less effective at bringing people
to church than a warm personal invite.

Our new officers are:
President: Bev Whittier; Vice president: Judy Smith;
Treasurer: Mary Oesterreich; Secretary: Jean Smith

Right after urging his disciples to pray for harvest
workers — in a classic instance of “You might be
God’s answer to your own prayer!” — Jesus sends
them out as those very laborers! How will they
work the harvest? Not by guilting people into
faith. Not by pronouncing judgment or biblical
law. But by using Jesus’ authority to counter evil,
illness and brokenness among those they
befriend.

We sincerely invite all ladies of Immanuel to join us
For more information, please contact President Bev
Whittier at 815-485-9269

Ponder and pray about where Jesus is sending you
as his laborer to cultivate and reap Christian faith
and assurance of God’s love.

LCMS Mercy Medical Team trip to Madagascar
recap: Delynn Flannery and Miriam Wilson went
with LCMS Mercy Medical Teams to Madagascar
on July 14-25. It is currently winter in Madagascar.
As the day goes on it gets warmer.
In total during all our clinics we ended up seeing a
total of 1,608 patients. The team worked hard and
worked well together. We were so blessed and
humbled to have been able to be side by side with
out Malagasy brothers and sisters in Christ.
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Donna Bakken
Bitsy Roberts
Carly Kruspe
Eleanor Golden
Jacob Dudczyk, Kimberly Limanowski
Sharon DeSanto, Jill Gerken
Julie Banser
Ethan Imlach, Adrienne Klecka,
McKenna Malley, Kimberly Nykrin
Kevin Beckstrom, Richard Golden
Lukas Brown, Ryan Brown, Lexie Wojno
Joseph Banser
Hannah Grebic
Arletta Mundt, Elsie Weich
Joan Baker, Leann Yunker
Mikayla Hohl, Kayci Klode, Daniel Knight Jr.,
Janice Klaisner
Jessica Nilsen
Arianna Fleckenstein
Laura Burt, Sara McNally
Cheryl Thompson
Ronald Hamning, Jason McNally
Susan Chiaro
Tammi Carlson, Elizabeth Limanowski,
Ian Prosken, Erich Sneideratis
Melissa McNally
Brett Bartnik, Shannon Hamning
Jean Smith, Linda Steinbrenner
Helen Krohn, Marcia Prosken

20
21
30

Katelin and Tom Mrjenovich
Robert and Rebecca Burke
John and Kathy Cleary
James and Theresa Bubeck
Donald and Lisa Heath
James and Janice Klaisner
Edward and Gayle Melby
Joseph and Kimberly Hack
Sidney and Marie Victor
David and Deborah Ebert

3 Yrs.
7 Yrs.
11 Yrs.
29 Yrs.
35 Yrs.
46 Yrs.
13 Yrs.
34 Yrs.
35 Yrs.
32 Yrs.

WE WISH GOD’S BLESSINGS ON ALL THESE PEOPLE
CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY. IF WE HAVE
FORGOTTEN ANYONE’S SPECIAL DAY OR IT IS IN ERROR,
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.

Bible Quiz

Who had a staff sprout, bud, blossom and produce
almonds, indicating that God had chosen him for a
special reason?
A. Moses
B. Zechariah
C. Aaron
D. Nathan
Answer: C (See Numbers 17:1-11, specifically v. 8.)
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+Christian Symbol+

To Pray
“To pray is to seek communion with the very spirit
of a holy God. To pray is not primarily to ask for
things, but reverently to receive a Presence. To
pray is to open our innermost self to the royal
entry of the eternal Lord. To pray is to expose
one’s secret being to the purifying fires of God’s
holy grace and love.”
—John Henry Jowett

Seven-Branched Candlestick
The seven-branched candlestick represents the
Holy Spirit and its seven gifts in the listing from
Isaiah 11:2-3: wisdom, understanding, counsel,
might, knowledge, fear of the Lord, and delight in
the Lord. (By contrast, the Hanukkah menorah is a
nine-branched candelabrum lit during the eightday Jewish holiday.)

The Right Road
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I
think that I am
following your will does not mean that I am actually
doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does, in
fact, please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that
desire.
And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the
right road, though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always, though I may seem
to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you
will never leave me to face my perils alone.

6

Sink Or Swim
People’s stories about learning to swim
often sound like this: “My dad tossed me
into the water. I didn’t have a choice — I
flailed around until I found myself
swimming!”
But an elderly Christian tells a variation of
this story: “Wanting to teach me to swim,
my father threw me off the dock into the
lake. I sank.” But then he goes on: “So my
father jumped in with me.”
The storyteller’s wisdom shines in his
application: “God doesn’t toss us into life
and leave us alone to sink or swim. By
sending Jesus, God jumped right in with us
to save us from death, hold us protectively
and help us navigate life.”
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August 19, 2018 – Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
Psalm 111:1-5, 9-10; Old Testament: Joshua
24:1-2a, 14-18; Gospel: John 6:51, 60-69
“Those Difficult Places” - Sermon Text: John
6:51, 60-69 - Rev. James Elsner

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc.
5 Martin Luther Drive,
Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
Chicago and Northwest Indiana
Sunday morning at 8:00 AM on
Chicago’s CW station WPWR channel 50
(Comcast 184)

Life twists and turns. Our pleasant, peaceful
places can suddenly become difficult places in
life. Conflicts emerge in family and at work.
Health declines and crisis rob us of freedom. In
those difficult places, our help and hope are in
God alone.

August 5, 2018 – Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost
Psalm 145:10-21; Old Testament: Exodus 16:215; Gospel: John 6:22-35
“The Bread of Life” - Sermon Text: John 6:2235 - Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege

August 26, 2018 – Fourteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
Psalm 14; Old Testament: Isaiah 29:11-19;
Gospel: Mark 7:1-13
“Lip Service or Heart Service?” - Sermon Text:
Isaiah 29:11-19 - Rev. William Mueller

Jesus is indeed the Bread of Life. He creates
life for mankind by dying and rising from the
dead, thus conquering both death and its cause.
He then offers himself to be eaten, which here
means to be believed in. He freely gives us His
gifts of forgiveness and life through
Word/Sacrament, through which we are
empowered by the Spirit to believe in Jesus. As
we are then eating the bread of life, we indeed
possess eternal life.

Do we merely give God "lip service" instead of
true "heart service?" What difference does it
make? How about God - which one does He
give us?
Tel: (260) 471-LOVE (5683) †
Toll-Free: (888) 286-8002
www.worshipanew.org/sermon-summaries †
Email: info@LMMinc.org

August 12, 2018 – Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost
Psalm 34:1-8; Epistle: Ephesians 4:31-5:2;
Gospel: John 6:35-40
“Try It! You’ll Like It!” - Sermon Text: Psalm
34:8 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What one thing is so important to you that you
could not imagine living without it? Spouse?
Children? Physical mobility? Intellectual
ability? Experience teaches that any of these
can be taken from us. What is the one abiding
thing that cannot be snatched from our grasp?
Try it! You’ll like it!
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