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Over the last couple of years, several people have recommended that we 
should have a sermon series on the “People of the Old Testament”.  As one 
person told me, “People forget the old, standard stories of the Bible” and “The 
old stories are so rich in meaning and easy to understand”.  I think they’re right, 
and as we begin the two-thousand and eighteenth year since the traditional 
year of our Lord, why don’t we begin “anew again” by reviewing some of the 
people and stories of old?   
 
Time is short.  Easter comes on April 1st again this year and that means that 
Ash Wednesday will come as early as February 14th with February 18th as the 
first Sunday in Lent.  However, that still gives us a five-week long season of 
Epiphany, during which time we can do a sermon series on five characters of 
the Bible.  This should be a fascinating study. 
 
When we study the lives of the people of God who have gone before us, we not 
only learn the challenges and struggles that they dealt with as they lived out 
their lives in faith, we also see in them a foreshadowing of Christ.  We see God 
dealing with them graciously and mercifully.  We see God dealing with them in 
judgment.  Through it all, we see our God working through means to bring 
about His salvation. 
 
Beginning January 14th, we will begin the following series: 
January 14th - Noah: A herald of righteousness 
January 21st - Melchizedek: The king of Salem 
January 28th - Joseph:  He redeemed my life from the pit 
February 4th - Nebuchadnezzar:  A king who serves at the  pleasure of God 
February 11th - David: A man after God’s own heart 

 
    Noah: A herald of Righteousness 

 

   Melchezidek: King of Salem 

 

Seeing Christ in the New Year 
by Pastor Horne 
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     Now Available:  An Updated Small Catechism 
More than a quarter of a century has passed since the Explanation to Luther’s 
Small Catechism was updated. During that time, society and culture have 
changed dramatically: our culture is increasingly diverse in worldviews and 
religions. Specific changes contradict Christian beliefs and values: same-sex 
marriage, over-the-counter abortion pills, and atheist hostility toward 
Christian beliefs and values—leaving many to doubt if there is such a thing as 
absolute truth. 
 
With these new questions and topics facing new generations, the Synod 
decided that the Explanation to Luther’s Small Catechism needed to address 
these issues for the sake of young and old. The 2017 Explanation presents a 
lens to faithfully understand God’s Word in the midst of changing times—
providing a practical guide for living the daily Christian life.  

As we look to the future, those who start the Youth Catechism program in 
2019 (There will not be a youth class starting in 2018 due to an age gap 
between this years class and when the next group of kids will be starting the 
7th grade), this will be the version that we will be using.  Parents are 
encouraged to obtain a copy now and familiarize your family with the six chief 
parts of the Christian faith. 

 

 

 
A Word of Thanks! 

 
Have you noticed the sign-up sheets in the hallway of the fellowship hall? People have been answering the call to 
help.  Acolytes and ushers have been signing up to serve, often more than a month in advance.  Your willingness to 
help is greatly appreciated and we just wanted to say – Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

New Officers: 
Mark you calendars!  The rite of installation for all new 
and returning officers for 2018 will be January 7th, 
during the Divine Service. 
Again, we are grateful for all those who take on the 
responsibilities of leading and accomplishing the tasks 
that are so essential to keeping our congregation going. 
So often, there are people coming in to the church 
throughout the week, and taking care of business.  Bills 
are paid.  Light bulbs are changed.  Roofs are repairs and 
the place is cleaned and prepared for the next time we 
come together.  It really takes a lot of hands and we are 
truly blessed to have so many faithful people, 
contribuiting so much of their time to make sure 
everything runs well.  Most of them never say anything.  
They get little or no reward.  So, if you think about it, 
thank an officer.  They’re doing a lot behind the scenes 
to serve you! 

 
 
 
Sound Engineers: 
Over the last month, Tom Bunn has put a lot of work into getting our sound 
system fully operational.  We now have the capability of not only broadcasting 
audio and video to the tv in the fellowship hall, we also have the ability to 
record the audio and video and make it available to our shut-ins via the 
internet.  We’re going to need a few volunteers to help make sure the system is 
running right every Sunday.  If you would be willing to help, please talk to Tom.  
He’ll be glad to hear from you. 
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The Lutheran Women’s Mission 
League met for their annual Christmas 
Gathering in December.  The women 
shared a meal and revealed their 
prayer partners via a gift exchange.  
The evening was a lovely time 
together in fellowship. 
 
All ladies of the congregation are invited to join LWML.  The 
meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  January 9th, February 13th, and March 13th are 
the upcoming meetings.  The Zone Spring Meeting will be in 
Moundridge on March 17th, beginning at 9:00 a.m..  If you have 
any questions about LWML please contact Pamela Otte. 

 
 

LWML members enjoyed the KS District 
Christian Life Retreat in McPherson in November. 

(L to R) Marilyn Vogts, Jill Kruse, Carla Boesker,  
Charlene Rupp, Diane Otte, Becky Moddelmog 

Pam Otte, Janis Boesker, Dorothy Otte, and Cathy Vogts 

 

 

During the month of November the LWML held a fundraiser for 
Lutheran High School hand bell choir in Kansas City.  Various gift 
baskets were donated and members bid on them for two weeks.  
It was a successful mission project! Thank you to those that 
participated and donated baskets! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

On Monday, January 15th the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League   

will be hosting the 
 annual pancake feed.   

They will serve from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  

It is a free will donation. 
 
 
 

7:30am   WIBW Topeka (580 AM)   8:30 AM KWBW Hutchinson 
(1450 AM) 9:00 AM KAWZ  Wichita  (88.7 FM) 9:00 AM KAWZ 
Hutchinson (88.5 FM) 9:00 AM KJIL McPherson, KS (96.7 
FM) 10:30 AM KAWZ Hutchinson (88.1 FM)  

Be sure to listen to LHR on the radio 
listed below every Sunday! 

 You can also find many things on 
their website at www.lhm.org. 
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Children’s Christmas Program 2017 
 

 
 

Board of Missions 
 

 
 
The annual Mission Festival was held on October 15th with 
a speaker from Passageways, LTD.   This organization 
gives a hand-up while providing a warm and safe 
enviroment for veterans to call home.  It is based out of 
Wichita, Kansas.  To learn more about them go to their 
website www.passagewaysltd.org or check them out on 
Facebook. Donations were accepted to help this 
organization from our congregation. The BOM thanks 
everyone that donated and participated in the 
presentation. 
 
 

 

As a new year begins for our board, we 
want to extend a huge thank you to 
Charles Colburn for his many years of 
help on the Board of Missions. It was 
great having him serve!   
 
We welcome Andrea Potter to the board 
and look forward to working with her!   
 
As mentioned, a new year is upon us and 
we would loved to hear your ideas! Please 
feel free to contact Julie, Rose, or Andrea 
P.  We hope to reach out to not only our 
congregation this year but our 
surrounding communities! 
 

 Thank you!  Our food donation 
box is always full and we greatly 
appreciate the congregation’s 
generosity!  We donate to the 
surrounding food banks.  The new 
list will be up on the bulletin board 
after our January 11th!   
 

On Christmas Eve, the youth of the congregation told the 
Christmas story.  It was called “From Heaven Above” as with 
tradition, the service ended with singing “Silent Night” by 
candlelight. The adults and children were given candy and fruit 
from the Board of Education after the program. 

http://www.passagewaysltd.org/
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     Board of Education 
 

The BOE has been very busy with our church youth!  On October 22nd 
they hosted a Family Day at P & M Pumpkin Patch near Moundridge, 
Kansas!  At the pumpkin patch the families enjoyed rides, games, 
picking out pumpkins, and the evening ended with a hot dog roast 
and smores! They had approximately 26 in attendance!  

  

 
 

 

 
In December, the kids were busy with Christmas Eve 
Program Practice! The Thursday before our program the 
kids enjoyed pizza and decorating cookies!  
 

 
 

 

 

 
We have had a great time in Sunday 
School! The kids are enjoying our new 
curriculum called Christ Explorations. 
It allows for more projects, skits and 
music!  In 2017, we donated our 
baptismal birthday money to New 
Hope Shelter. The kids will vote where 
they want to send it this year as well.  
Kids in the Pre-K to 5th grade 
group had a lesson about leprosy and 
discussed ways to help.  We gave our 
offering from October and November 
to American Leprosy Missions and we 
collected $64.83!  
 
 
The BOE is planning a spring 
adventure, so be on the lookout for 
updates! 
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Birthdays 
January  
1 Jean Anderson 
2  Troy Vogts & Alisha and Ashley Schlicht 
3 Cathy Vogts  
5 Trey Moddelmog 

   7 Krystal Moddelmog 
   8         DianeOtte 

9         Russell Hamm 
10 John Crouse 
12 Melanie Vogts 

   14 Amber Staples &  Elynn Soeken 
16 Michael Renken 

   17 Alisha Elliott 
18 Angjelica Elliott  & Karston Kuhn 
20 Ethan Sebits 
21 Augusta  Hale 
22        Lori Powell &  AJKuhn 

   25 Michael Beasley & Allie Soeken 
26 Julee Colburn 

   30 Ralph Vogts 
   31 Dale Anderson 
   31    Jordyn Elliott 

 
February  
6 Mary Lee Wilkening & Courtney Moddelmog 
7  Elsbeth Kuhn 
9 Ian Smith 
11 Andrea Sebits & Tyler Boesker 
16 Donna Hamm &  Jacob and Jalen McCage 
17  Jamie Thomas 
20 Roger Wilkening 
21 Kris Moddelmog 

   22 Duane Moddelmog 
2 Kalei Powell 

  27 Dale Westbrook 
  29 Jonah Sargent 

 

 
 

 
 
March  
1 Barbara Vogts 
2 William  Prickett 
3     Connie Bunn & Leo Vogts 
4       Edsel Smith &  Ethan Barnett 

   8 Cody Daniels 
13 Gary Boesker &  Boston Smith 
14 Lorene Crouse 
15 Andrea Potter & Kinsey  Dawes 
16 Chelsea Boesker 
18 Janis Boesker & Madison Schmidt 
2 William  Prickett 
20 Kelly Vogts 

   22 Evi Otte & Donna Vogts 
24 Lindsey Sebits 
27 Taylor Boesker 
28 Paige Vogts 

   29 Irma Bullinger & Darryl Boesker 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
Jan 23, 1963 Clyde & Juanita Otte 
Jan 26, 2006 Adam & Kylee Soeken 
Feb 17, 1990 Jay & Connie Bullinger 
Mar 8, 1975 Steve & Karen Vogts 
Mar 9, 1973 Don & Ladonna Westbrook 

Board  & Group Leaders   
Please mark your calendars for 2018  
with the following  important dates! 

 
20th of  March, June, September & December. 

 
 Newsletters are distributed January, April, July, and October.  
Information for the newsletter is needed in the church office 

no later than the 20th of the month prior.  This allows for time 
to create it, proof it, and send it off to be printed. THANK 

YOU! 
 

Council Meetings                 Voter’s Meetings 
Jan 18, 2018                         Jan 21, 2018 

April 19, 2018                       April 22, 2018 
July 19, 2018                        July 22, 2018 
Oct 18, 2018                         Oct 21, 2018 
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