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Pastor’s Reflections  

Dear Parishioners of Immanuel,  

This year we are privileged to celebrate our one-hundred-and-fi�ieth anniversary as a congrega�on. What a joy to 
observe such a milestone with special services, concerts, presenta�ons, and guest preachers! What a wonderful 
opportunity to embrace our anniversary emphasis as we celebrate—“Stewards of God’s Grace” (1 Peter 4:10). 

To be a steward is to be a manager. To be a steward of God’s grace is to receive and manage the gi� of God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ. For one-hundred-and-fi�y-years and coun�ng Immanuel Lutheran has been able to receive and share 
God’s grace in Word and Sacrament here in Leland and Leelanau County. What a gi�! What a privilege!  

In Acts 2:42-47, St. Luke gives us three ways in which the early Chris�an Church lived and served as stewards of God’s 
grace. The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod’s ministry emphasis is based on this Scripture passage and highlights 
these three ways in which God’s people in Christ s�ll live and serve as stewards of God’s grace. They are: witness, 
mercy, and life together.  

• Witness—We are God’s redeemed people who bear witness to Jesus Christ. Just as the first Chris�ans 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teachings” (Acts 2:42) and were “praising God and having favor with all 
the people” (Acts 2:47), so also we as a representa�ves of our Lord’s Church at Immanuel are witnesses. 
Together as a congrega�on and individually as a member of the Church, we give a witness to our Lord and his 
faithfulness to his gospel promises in Christ. What an opportunity to boldly and courageously witness and 
tes�fy to the forgiveness and love of our God in Christ in all that we say, think, and do.  

• Mercy—We are God’s redeemed people who show mercy to those who have physical needs. Just as the first 
Chris�ans saw physical needs of those in their midst and in the community surrounding them and decided to 
act by willingly and freely “selling their possessions and belongings and distribu�ng the proceeds to all, as any 
had need” (Acts 2:45), so also as members of Immanuel we are free in Christ to show compassion and mercy 
to those who need it. What an opportunity to be the people of God in Christ that show mercy together as a 
congrega�on and individually as Chris�ans just as we have first been shown mercy and compassion from our 
God.  

• Life Together—We are God’s redeemed people who gather together around the life-giving Word and 
Sacraments and have fellowship with one another. Just as the first Chris�ans were called and gathered by 
God through his Spirit to belong to a local congrega�on of believers, so also you have been called and 
gathered by God through his Spirit to belong to Immanuel Lutheran. Just as the first Chris�ans celebrated 
their life together by gathering regularly to “devote themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42), so also we s�ll gather together as the Church every 
Sunday around the Word and the Sacraments. When we do this we encourage one another with our presence 
in the Divine Service and in Bible Study. What an opportunity to be a people that ac�vely par�cipates in our 
life together here at Immanuel.  

Witness, mercy, and life together. These three words described the Chris�an Church and her members in the first 
century as they lived and served as stewards of God’s grace. They describe who we are as the Church in Leland for 
one-hundred-and-fi�y years and coun�ng. By God’s grace and through the help and strength of the Holy Spirit, may 
we live and serve as His stewards in witness, mercy, and life together. 

In Christ,    Pastor LaFeve  

WHAT’S INSIDE 
Pastor’s Reflection 

Musica l Meanderings 

Book Review, Boards 

Trustees’ Report 

Announcements 



MUSICAL MEANDERINGS 

Thanks to all who are making this 150th anniversary celebration summer a success! We are right in the middle of 
enjoying all the events that we have planned and put hard work into. I was really pleased with the first concert of the 
summer, Dr. Balint Karosi, back on June 22. He played a great concert. We are preparing for our July 20 concert, 
featuring University of Michigan organist Dr. James Kibbie. His concert is at 7 PM that Saturday evening. He will be 
playing an exciting program, and I’m looking forward to seeing you in attendance! Our final program of the summer is 
our August 25 Festival Service, with brass quartet and festival choir. Please be a part of our special choir! The rehearsal 
dates for the choir are as follows: 

July 14, July 28, August 5, 11, 18 at 10:30 AM after Divine Service. Also, there will be a special combined rehearsal with 
members from Trinity’s choir on Saturday, August 24 at 10 AM. You don’t have to be a member of the regular Adult 
Choir to be a part of this special choir! All talent levels are invited. 

In Christ, 

Mark Peters 
Anniversary Hymn: 

 

 

 



CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
“Stewardship” is a familiar word when talking about giving.  But it’s also appropriate to use when talking 
about how we save and invest for future needs.  Church Extension Fund offers a great way to manage 
some of your funds through investments that not only produces interest income for your needs, but also 
helps build new churches and schools.  Just contact (Al and Esther Perrault) or call 800-242-3944 for more 
information.  
(The information provided here is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy CEF securities.  The offering of CEF 
securities is made solely by our Offering Circular.  CEF will offer and sell our securities only in states where authorized.  The 
securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in our Offering Circular.  CEF investments are not insured by the FDIC, 
SIPC, or any other governmental agency.)  
 
QUILTERS’ DEN            
A sincere thank you to everyone who donated machines and fabric to help us continue our mission for 
World Relief Quilts.  We always welcome any donations.    
We continued our tradition of giving quilts to our high school graduates.  This 
year, Kristen Swanson and Justin Bardenhagen received quilts. 
We always welcome visitors on Tuesday morning from 8:30 to 11:00 AM.  
Come see what we do and socialize with us!      
 
EVANGELISM 
Not Just Water 
Thank you to our members for once again helping during the busy time of 4th of July, whether it was 
through labeling bottles of water, joining us in song at the Patriotic Hymn Sing, working on the parade float, 
handing out water, or enjoying the parade. It may seem that your involvement is small or rather unimportant 
but this is simply not true. Attendance at the hymn sing was delightfully high! Volunteers handing out water 
were energetic. People notice. As our parade float passed by, people were yelling “thank you” for the water. 
Our float was connected with hosting the hymn sing. People notice. We are handing out more than just 
water. We are offering kindness, friendship, and a Living Water that cannot be found in a bottle! Each of our 
individual gifts of time combine to offer a service to the community that we should not discount. People 
notice. So continue on, dear brothers and sisters, offering your gifts as you are called. For just as we are all 
part of Christ, so our actions will be joined to do God’s work. Our Lord will work in the community according 
to His will, in the hearts of many, and people will notice that His gifts are more abundant than just water! 
Kathryn Peters 
 

 
A special THANK YOU to everyone who made our 

 
Vacation Bible School a success! 

Pastor LaFeve  Cameron Alpi  Esther Perrault  Audrey Peters   
Myra Denoyer  Marilyn Norwood Bekka Grant  Chris Rebeck   
Brendon Grant  Esther Send  Stephanie Tietje 

And to the children who attended! 
Declan Alpi  Cameron Denoyer Chase Denoyer  Izzy Popp    

 Eliana LaFeve  Walter Penniga  Charlotte Peters  Ruby Popp   
 Kevin Schultz  Fritz Spinniken  Malachi Spinniken Moses Spinniken  

Irene Spinniken  Sterling Spinniken Hayden Stevens  Eliza Swinger 
Clara Swinger  Adele Swinger  Sophya Sluiter  Charlotte Jo Bardenhagen  
Zeke Wilson  Arletta Wilson  Cody Tietje  Bradley Bardenhagen 



TRUSTEES REPORT 
        Outside maintenance is going well. The new plants that were planted last fall as part of 
preparation for our 150th anniversary celebration have survived the winter and are growing well. 
The lawn is being mowed weekly and the area on the east side of the church will be treated to get 
rid of all the white clover and other unwanted weeds. The catch basin by the parking lot has been 
sprayed a couple times already for weeds and will continue to be treated as needed. All the tree 
work on the south side of the church complex was completed last fall as planned.  
        Water samples continue to be sent in on a quarterly basis. So far we have had no problems 
other than the ugly red rust color that the sprinklers leave where they hit the sidewalks and 
building. We hope to try and remove some of the rust stains on the east side of the church. We will 
have to do something with our entry doors on the new narthex as they are starting to look bad. To 
refinish them properly, they should be removed and completely sanded down to bare wood and 
refinished. We will get some cost estimates and go from there. New eave troughs and downspouts 
are needed on the north end of the church and we’ll get some estimates for that. We are trying to 
keep up with all the maintenance before little projects become large projects, as finances allow. 
The interior plaster repair and painting seems to be holding up well.                          
Ken Tietje 
 

 
 
BOOK REVIEW 

Render unto Caesar and unto God 
A Lutheran View of Church and State. 

(a CTCR document) 
 This work was copyrighted in 1995. The opening words in the Prologue deal with culture war between the 
government and the Christian Church. Back in 1995 it was noted that the frame work for politics had been generally 
biblical but had changed to a secular point of view. (page 3) Twenty four years have passed since this book came out 
but the need to read and consider this book is even greater than it was back then. 
 A simple way to see how timely this book is at this point in history is to listen to the evening news. How many 
of those stories deal with religious freedom, abortion, the definition of marriage? What about the stories dealing with 
mentioning God’s name at high school graduations and opening town council meetings with prayer? What about 
county government acknowledging the work of a Catholic school in connection with Right to Life? All these stories and 
more deal with how the Church  and government can/ should/ do interact. 
 There are several sections in this book. One section deals with the historical inter-actions between followers of 
God and government. Included here are Egypt’s Pharaoh who was  told “Let my people go.” ;the Assyrian king who 
spoke against the God of Israel; corrupt kings of Israel who stood in opposition to God. There is material on Luther and 
how he reacted to civil government. There is material about the Church and Naziism. (In fact many large books could 
be written about the inter-play of Church and State  in history.) 
 There is a section on the Two Kingdoms. (Briefly, the Two Kingdom teaching is that God rules the world 
through Law and Gospel. Page 59) 
 The strength of this book is that it forces us to think about we can be citizens of the  Kingdom of God while 
living in a world that shows various levels of antagonism to us as we try to live out that citizenship. 
 A good summary of this book is in the  closing words: ”That the church must speak the Word of God to the 
various crises of the contemporary human existence is self-evident. But the complexities involved in such a simple 
assertion require that Christians pay close attention to their choice of message , messenger, and means. Failure to do 
so will only compromise the deep moral conviction that emerges from the timeless Word of our everlastingly faithful 
God. “(page 92) 
I would like to recommend this book as a way to encourage this congregation to remember that we are citizens of two 
kingdoms and they don’t always agree. When they don’t do we render to Caesar or to God? 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.       Russell Egeler 

 



TREASURER NOTES: 
 
Excel in Giving – Church Extension Fund – Michigan District 

In an effort to be faithful stewards with what God has entrusted us, Immanuel has opened an account with Kindrid 
Software to enable electronic giving.  

In 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 Paul says “The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and the person who sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each person should do as he has decided in his heart – not out of regret or out of 
necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make every grace overflow in you, so that in every way, 
always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work.” 

The electronic giving service will be available not only to members but to anyone that would like to make an offering 
electronically. 

The link to our giving page is www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/ilcinleland 

You will be able to give without establishing an account or you can register an account so you can sign in when you 
use it. If you register an account you will be asked for your name and address. There are also optional fields for your 
email and a telephone number. Completion of the optional fields is encouraged to assist the church office in identifying 
and responding to donors.  

If you register an account they will send you a PIN via text or email (your choice). Enter that and then click on GIVE.  
Choose a fund – currently we have only set up General Giving and Concert Fund. 

You can then give via credit/debit card or bank account. Enter the payment information and indicate whether you want 
to increase your gift by a small percentage to cover the transaction costs. Click on submit and then logout. 

You can also give via text. Text Give to 231-264-2985. Follow the links to enter payment information.  

CEF has agreed to underwrite the monthly fees for all Michigan District congregations. So we will only have to pay the 
Per Transaction Fees. For bank account giving the fee is 0.5% + 30 cents per gift. For credit card or debit card giving 
the fee is 2.5% + 30 cents per gift. For donors that wish to increase their gift to cover the transaction fees the only 
option they can use is the amount that we establish – we have currently entered 1.0%. Gifts can be marked to be 
recurring. 

The amount entered in a member’s contribution statement will be the full amount of the gift including the increase for 
the transaction fee. 

Pray about how God is calling you to give and be a faithful and obedient steward in our mission of making disciples. 

Kathy Engelhardt 
Treasurer 

http://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/ilcinleland
http://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/ilcinleland


 

 
 

Our 150th Celebration continues!  Please note the coming special events: 
July 21:  Pastro Matro will be preaching.   Brunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall immediately 
following the service.  So that an accurate number can be planned for, please sign up in the Narthex. 
August 25:  Pastor Butler will be preaching at the 9:00AM Service.  There will be a time of fellowship 
with lemonade and cookies on the lawn immediately after the service. 
At 3:00PM there will be a special anniversary service led by Rev. Peter Gregory.  The service will include 
a brass quartet and Festival Choir.  There will be a special dinner in the Fellowship Hall immediately 
following the service.  A sign up sheet will soon be posted in the Narthex for this event.    
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