
THE BEACON      
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
LELAND  
PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS                                       DECEMBER 2018 
Dear Parishioners of Immanuel: 

The season of Advent marks the beginning of a new church year. Each new church year 
we embark upon a new journey of repentance and faith in Christ. We reflect once again 
on the incarnation, ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus for us. In the 
season of Advent, we focus on the threefold coming of Jesus Christ for the world in the 
flesh, in the Word and the Sacraments, and in glory on the Last Day. At this time each 
year, we, in the Church, have the opportunity to ask ourselves the same question that 
Martin Luther asked as he pondered the rich meaning of the Christmas story, “Why 
would the Lord of all the universe care enough about us mortals to take our flesh and 
share our woes” (Roland Bainton (ed.), Martin Luther’s Christmas Book (Minneapolis: 
Fortress Press, 1948), 5)? Luther suggests that there are two purposes for pondering 
this question. 

First, the connection between the manger and cross are brought into closer companionship. Luther would often say that 
the manger and the cross are made of the same wood. That is to say, they are both made by wood stained with the blood of 
the sin and disobedience of God’s creatures. They are also stained with the sweat and tears of our personal God who cares 
about his entire creation. His care is shown in his action to send his Son. 

Second, Luther’s question leads us to consider all the ways in which our God comes to us. Since the season of Advent 
occurs during the four weeks prior to Christmas Day, it can be easy for us to focus our eyes only on the baby Jesus cradled 
in the manger. But if we pull back the curtains a little farther, we can bring into view all the ways that God comes to us.  

We certainly take time within our congregation and within our families to celebrate God’s coming to us on Christmas 
morning. However, at the same time we embrace the fact that our God who is beyond time and space comes down to us in 
time and space every Sunday morning to deliver the fruit of His Son’s crucifixion and resurrection over two thousand 
years ago through his Word and Sacraments. He comes to us through his instruments: the water and the Word of God, the 
bread and the wine, the mouth of the pastor who forgives our sins, and the Bible which contains all of God’s promises in 
Christ. In these ways we receive, Immanuel, “God with us,” now! As we live in a world where the evidence of the sin, 
suffering, and brokenness of creation is all too evident, we receive God’s peace on earth as He comes to us “hidden” in the 
Word and Sacraments. We also embrace His promise of Christ to restore His broken creation and to completely “reveal” 
His victory over suffering and death and His coming again to us in glory, just as he said.  

The truth that God cares enough for us mortals to take on our flesh and share our woes is shown to us in the wonderful 
Christmas story which we eagerly wait to celebrate. But take comfort now in this truth as it is made known to you through 
God’s Word and His Sacraments. And as God equips you through His Holy Spirit this Advent season, rest assured that He 
is coming again soon.  

In Christ, 

Pastor LaFeve 
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE  

The theme of our 7:00pm midweek  services will be “Psalms for Advent”    

December 5:  Love, Psalm 25:1-10 

 December 12:  Joy, Psalm 66:1-12 

 December 19:  Shepherd, Psalm 80:1-7  

A Simple Supper will be served before the service at 5:15PM. 
  

Christmas Services:        
   

 December 16:  The Children’s Christmas Service at 9:00AM 

December 24, Christmas Eve:   
Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight Service at 5:00PM 

 

December 25, Christmas Service:  10:00AM      
         

NOTES FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION       

The board still has copies of “Luther’s Small Catechism: Revised Explanation 2017” for sale at $15.00.  This new, revised 
small Luther’s catechism addresses contemporary issues such as human sexuality, marriage, social 
media issues, cyber bullying, etc. from a Biblical perspective. 

The book provides the basis for meaningful family devotions and discussions.  It would make a 
wonderful Christmas gift.   Please contact Marilyn Norwood (231-271-1261) if you would be 
interested in purchasing one.   

POBLO TRIP 
 
Thank you to all who donated items for POBLO.  We made the delivery on Friday, Nov. 30 and it was truly a 
rewarding and humbling trip.   Pastor Farrukh Khan greeted us and the whole staff turned out to say hello and 
express sincere appreciation for all the wonderful boxes of towels, winter coats, material and sewing goods, 
food items and kitchen supplies.  Cynthia (Pastor Khurram Khan's wife) was especially happy to get the 
embroidery machine that was donated!  We were given a tour of their building and taken to a Lebanese 
restaurant for lunch. I have pictures of the food dishes if anyone is interested in seeing what we ate.  It was 
delicious and we all had a great time.  I would encourage everyone to go to POBLO’s website and check out 
their staff and read what they are doing.  We were so humbled to meet Joy, a young woman who escaped from 
Kuwait and to hear her amazing story of her switch from Islam to Christianity.  When a bible was found in her 
room, she was badly beaten, raped by three Islamic clergymen and told she would be executed in 10 days.  The 
hand of God was with her, helping her to escape and come to the US.  She works for POBLO now and is such 
an amazing 36 yr old, well educated woman.  Sarah (who was here a few years ago along with Pastor Farrukh 
Khan) continues to share her story and was in Dearborn that Friday so we didn’t get to see her. 
Please pray for these amazing people and the work they do and again thank you so much for your support! 
 
Diane and Don Allington 
Kathie Gneuhs            



BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL 

After our stop at POBLO, we went to Ann Arbor to see the “Boar’s Head Festival” on the campus of Concordia 
University.  It was exceptional.  The festival was held in their beautiful chapel and the orchestra seated all 
around the pipe organ with the choir directly behind them.  The cast was easily 50+ and the costumes were top 
notch.  Cathy Heidel’s granddaughter’s Madeline and Katrina were both Waits (little spirits) and Pastor Charles 
Schulz had the part of the Pastor on Saturday night’s performance.  It was our first time at a Boar’s Head 
Festival so we had to read up on what it was all about.  It is one of the oldest Christmas traditions dating back to 

medieval England.  Following the play, we were all invited to the entertainment tent behind the 
“Manor” (Administration Building) for hot chocolate and Christmas cookies.  We went back to 
campus on Saturday to go to the “Christkindlmart”, or Christmas Market.  They had maybe 30 
vendors of top notch items!  We walked through the University greenhouse and saw Christmas 
trees decorated by various groups and ornaments for sale. At the far end of the greenhouse a 
photographer had a setting for Christmas photos and the photographer turned out to be Pastor 

Schulz’s wife!  It was great to meet her.  If you remember, Pastor Schulz was at Immanuel in October for 
Concordia Sunday.  He stayed at our house that weekend and Don and I really enjoyed getting to know him.  
The Boar’s Head Festival was Concordia’s 41st. Annual event.  I really hope next year that we can put together a 
trip again and take as many of our Immanuel family as would like to attend.  It would be a great fun weekend! 
 
Diane Allington 
 
PS:  Who wouldn’t like to stop in Frankenmuth on the trip home from such a fun weekend! 

BOX TOPS 

Don’t forget to bring your “Boxtops” for education to the can in the Narthex. The box tops benefit Leland Public School. 
Thanks! 

Don Spinniken’s Chili Recipe (after repeated requests!) 
1) Brown: 1 lb ground beef 
2) Put:   

1 can dark red kidney beans 
1 can light red kidney beans 
1 can diced tomatoes 
1 can pinto beans 
1 can sweet corn 
1/3 cup French’s Chili-0 seasoning 
½ to 1 cup dried cherries 
1/3 c Cherry BBQ sauce* 
Into crock pot on high, stir until bubbling, reduce to low & simmer until you are ready to eat. 

*Don’s Cherry BBQ Sauce: 
Combine in sauce pan: 

 1 bottle chili sauce (any brand) 
 ½ (same bottle) cherry concentrate 
 1 (same bottle) Wicker’s Marinade 
 1 tsp Dry Mustard 
 1-1/2 C brown sugar 
 Stir, bring to boil, stir, simmer, stir (longer simmer = thicker sauce).  ENJOY! 

 



BOOK REVIEW     

The Pastor-Penitent Relationship 
Privileged Communications 

From the CTCR 
 

 The CTCR (Commission on Theology and Church Relations) is a group of LCMS theologians who gather together 
to produce documents over a wide variety of topics. Some of those documents will be considered here in the Beacon. 
 One of the beautiful blessings we have in the Christian Church is Confession and Absolution. We bring our sinful 
burdens to the worship service, confess them, and then the Pastor pronounces forgiveness of those sins on behalf of and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. What an indescribable comfort! There are times however when the person confessing feels 
this general absolution is not enough. Perhaps he feels he feels his sin is so monstrous it can not be forgiven. Perhaps the 
person has done this sin so often he feels overwhelmed. In either case, Satan is tearing that person to shreds as he 
constantly accuses him. That is when individual confession is so important. As comforting as individual or private 
confession can be there is always the fear that the Pastor will tell what he has heard and people do not make use of this 
blessing. The Seal of the Confessional is the topic of this CTCR document. It was written several years ago as secular 
authorities tried to break the Seal. It was written both to laymen to remind them of the deep blessing of private confession 
and to Pastors to remind them of the extreme seriousness of maintaining the Seal. 
 How serious is it to maintain the Seal? Martin Luther heard about a monk who had been bribed to reveal secrets 
from Confession. This monk was sentenced to be burned. Luther’s reply? “This is a good reasonable sentence and wise 
decision by the council and the monk is properly burned as a betrayer.” C.F.W. Walter took a softer approach. He said ,”A 
preacher who gossips about what has been confessed to him has forfeited his office and deserves to be deposed.” (Both 
quotes are from page 7.) 
 At the end of this book there is a list of principles and guidelines in connection with private confession. They are 
all important to remember but I thought the most important was no. 5 on page 13. 

I would like to recommend this work for the congregation. Even if someone does not feel the attack of Satan’s 
accusations, this work hints at the power of the Gospel to heal a sinner crushed by sin. This book is a reminder of the 
importance of the Gospel as it is applied to hurting people. 

(There is a short form for private confession on pages 312-313 of the new Small Catechism. This is based on 
material on pages 292-293 of the hymnal. Also there is more on private confession at questions 331-332 of the Catechism.) 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. 
 
Russell Egeler 
(This book is available in our church library) 
 

 

 

N O E L 
Night of Everlasting Love 
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