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PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS 

Dear Parishioners of Immanuel, 

Have you ever thought much about the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Jesus’ 
miracle of healing a man with an unclean spirit in Mark 5:1–20 gives us an incredible 
glimpse into the power and presence of Jesus and His Gospel. In this miracle we see 
Jesus delivering a man whose cap�vity to an unclean, demonic spirit leaves him 
hopeless and helpless. The man in Mark 5 is bound in chains like an animal (Mark 5:4). 
He sleeps naked in a cave among the tombs (Mark 5:3). He is in isola�on. He is isolated 
from family and friends. He is cut off from God. Cap�ve to the unclean, demonic spirit, 
he is as good as dead. “But Jesus wants to have to do with him” (Everyone His Witness 
workbook, 22). Jesus says, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit” (Mark 5:8)! He 
drives the legion of unclean, demonic spirits into a herd of pigs and frees the man from 
the very cap�vity that le� him cut off from society, cut off from God, si�ng in the 
tombs by himself. 

And so it is with us. This story is a picture of our rescue from cap�vity to sin and death. Without the interven�on of Jesus and 
His Word of Gospel to believe and trust, we would be cut off—cut off from God. Such separa�on would reveal itself even in 
our rela�onships with others. Praise be to God in Christ that He has delivered and redeemed us.  

A�er the encounter with Jesus, the man in Mark 5:1–20 sits clothed and in His right mind. He has received Jesus’ Word and 
promise. And it made all the difference. Experiencing the power and presence of the Lord Jesus, it is understandable that the 
man would ask Jesus if he could follow him (Mark 5:18). But Jesus said, “No.” Jesus told him, “Go home to your friends and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19). So the man went (Mark 5:20).  

And so it is with us. We have the privilege of witnessing to the power and presence of Jesus and His Word of Gospel for us. It is 
incredible work that Jesus has done for us. He has delivered us. He has redeemed us. He has set us free from cap�vity to sin 
and death. He has washed us. He has cleansed us. He feeds us His own body and blood. And clothed with Christ and the power 
of the Holy Spirit, God sends us forth to witness. To you and me he says, “God home to your friends and tell them how much 
the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19). Everyone His witness! 

We have an opportunity to have this conversa�on about witnessing in greater depth this Fall in the Sunday morning and 
Wednesday morning adult Bible Class. We are walking through a workshop published by Concordia Publishing House en�tled, 
Everyone His Witness. It is a six-session workshop that combines videos, exercises, and class discussion to dive deeper into 
ques�ons about witnessing from a Biblical perspec�ve. The workshop also seeks to equip par�cipants with prac�cal, hands-on 
tools that they can take with them into their places and sta�ons in life—to proclaim all that the Lord has done for us through 
the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

In Christ, 

Pastor LaFeve 
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MUSICAL MEANDERINGS 

Fall is a great time to be a part of the musical happenings at Immanuel! Our Adult Choir just had a great opening of the 
year party at our house. (It’s one way to make sure you get everything out of boxes!) I’m just now enjoying the last slice of 
cherry pie. Adult Choir is a great place to spend your Wednesday nights doing the same thing we’re going to be doing for 
eternity.  

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have 
they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 7:9-14) 

So basically, we’re the white-robed ones who are going to be singing for eternity. Sounds pretty good to me! Honestly, the 
Lord grants certain gifts to all, and we all have our place in Christ’s church with the talents He has given us. Look no further 
than the Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25). We’re asked to use our gifts and multiply them in service to Christ and His church. 
Take with careful consideration that the one whose talent was hidden had even that taken away from him. Christ expects us 
to use our talents and gifts in service. It’s not an option. Does He want us to cringe under this law, or use it to lead us into 
service? I believe it is the latter. Joyfully serve. Follow the model of our faithful servants in choir or any other committee or 
board at Immanuel. If they don’t appeal to you, follow the example of the church throughout the centuries. If that doesn’t 
appeal to you, follow the example of the early Church, where everyone sacrificed everything so that the Church could thrive 
and spread the Gospel to all nations. God is calling us to faithful service! “The field is ripe and harvest waiting - Who will 
bear the sheaves away?” Send me, send me.  

In Christ,           Mark Peters     

QUILTERS’ DEN 
Our first quilting session was held without our dear friend and binding lady, Lenore, who also kept track of our statistics.  
Hopefully, by the time of the next Beacon, we will be more organized and have the numbers to share.  We will soon be 
taking the boxes to Trinity for shipment. 

All ladies of the congregation are invited to drop by on Tuesday mornings, anytime from 8:00-11:00AM for coffee and to 
see what we are doing.  We were happy to have Sara Wikle drop in and help us out on our first quilting day.   We will  
need more help this winter.  We like to tell people that if you can tie your shoes, you can tie knots in a quilt.   Men are also 
welcome and we do have work for them (haul fabric, boxes, take quilts to Trinity, repair our quilt frames, etc.).  

When doing your fall housecleaning, remember us if you have sheets, drapes, or tablecloths that you are discarding for 
whatever reason. We need fabric for the bottom of our quilts.  Thanks to Bob and Diane Joyce, we were blessed with fabric 
from the flag company in Northport when they went out of business recently.   This fabric will make colorful tops for the 
quilts.                               Majean E. Sparks 



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
Sunday School began on Sunday, September 9, for children age 3 to 7th grade.  Esther Perrault is teaching age 3 to 1st 
grade, Esther Send is teaching grades 2 and 3, and Stephanie Tietje is teaching grades 4 through 7.  The lessons for the fall 
quarter will be focused in the Old Testament.              Stephanie Tietje 

YOUTH 
The Youth Board is currently busy planning for Little Saints, which will be here before you know it!  We will begin collecting 
your candy donations in early October.  Don’t forget the church picnic, scheduled for September 30th  at Neddows Bay 
Park!  See you there!                       Tanya Popp 

SUMMER SERVICES AT LAKE LEELANAU RV PARK LODGE 
The services at the park were well received this summer by campers, summer visitors  
and Immanuel members.  Pastor LaFeve centered the messages on the miracles of  
Jesus.  Special messages for the children were also presented.  Snacks were served after  
the service, and collections taken for Leelanau Christian Neighbors.  Our thanks to the  
Alpi family and Kathy & Gary Engelhardt for their organizing and set up work.   
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Immanuel Lutheran Church of Leland, MI 
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 Larry Esch    Jon Staudacher    Melissa Send 
 Dora Runge    Chris Tietje    Tanya Popp 
 ChrisTietje    Ken Tietje    Donna Wilson 
 Don Spinniken    Craig Popp    Rhonda Mack 
 Travis Nelson    Tracy Scott    Jennifer Grant 

 

 



TRUSTEES’ REPORT 

The Trustees would like to thank those responsible for starting a beautification committee.  As you know, 2019 is 
Immanuel’s 150th Anniversary.  A beautiful yard will definitely add to the celebration.  

We have tried to keep the church complex properly repaired over the past year.  It’s hard to remember everything, but 
here are lists for what has been done and what needs to be done.  We pray that with the full support of the congregation, 
we will be able to accomplish everything that we want to accomplish. 

Things that have been done:         

1. The exterior painting of the Net was completed in the spring. 
2. The stools in the ladies bathroom in the fellowship hall have been repaired. 
3. A new faucet has been installed in the ladies bathroom in the fellowship hall. 
4. Water samples are being sent in quarterly 
5. The air unit has been moved in the balcony. 
6. A tree company has looked at the trees in front of the Net and recommended ways to help us keep them for as 

long as possible.  We hope to be able to do what is necessary to accomplish this. 
7. We are next on the list to have the lower roof on the east side of the church reshingled and new flashing installed.  

Water has been finding its way into our sanctuary, not because of masonry problems, but because of worn out 
shingles and loose flashing. 

8. Small repairs are made as needed to keep little problems from becoming big ones. 

Current projects and future needs: 

1. Several areas of plaster need to be repaired.  Some of the areas are from water that came in before the tuck 
pointing was done a few years ago.  Some areas are from water that’s seeping in now.  These areas will also need 
to be repainted 

2. After the plaster is repaired and the painting is finished, the carpet needs to be cleaned in the narthex, top and 
bottom, the sanctuary, and the fellowship hall. 

3. The boilers need to be tuned up for the winter heating season.  Last year the company that tuned the boilers 
recommended that all of the zone valves be replaced on the boiler in the Net.  They are badly corroded and need 
to be replaced before the heating season.  

4. The doors in the narthex should be refinished before they get so bad that they would need to be replaced.  The 
set of doors to the north are in the worst shape.  It might be possible to do that in the spring before our 
Anniversary Celebration starts.   

5. We need new eave troughs on the north end of the church over the sacristies.   
6. Some work needs to be done on the lighting in the sanctuary.  The wiring and fixtures are good, but the three five 

hundred watt halogen bulbs should be replaced with cooler, more energy efficient LED bulbs.  This has already 
been done in the balcony, where the heat from the halogen bulbs was affecting the tuning of the organ pipes.    

7. The Leland Township Fire Department will be scheduling a time to go through our church complex.  They will draw 
up a plan for handling any fire or other emergencies that might arise in the future.  They will also offer 
suggestions if they notice any issues that affect our overall safety.   They may wish to place a key box somewhere 
on the building which only they could open to gain access to the building in case of any emergency. 

8. It’s getting close to that time of the year when we have to remove snow from the parking lot, sidewalks, and steps.  
Someone has graciously offered to do the plowing of the parking lots.  The trustees are looking for someone to 
do the shoveling of the sidewalks and steps.  If you know of anyone, please contact the trustees.            

Ken Tietje 

 
 



150TH ANNIVERSARY OF IMMANUEL 
Plans are well underway for our 150th Anniversary celebration in 2019.  The theme will be “Stewards 
of God’s Grace” based on 1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace.”   
The first event will be Dr. John Pless’ presentation on October 6, 2018.  Future presentations and 
speakers include Ms. Pat Maier on June 8, 2019, speaking on the use of Visual Arts to spread the 
Word of God; Pastor William Wangelin giving a historical perspective on the LCMS in Michigan, on 
July 13, 2019; and Pastor Paul Clark speaking on Right to Life issues on August 3, 2019.   
Special banners have been designed and produced. Our outside landscaping is being spruced up.  Work still needs to be 
done with marketing and media updates.  This would include production of a flyer, anniversary book, and updating of our 
website.     
A special account has been set up to cover the costs of the celebration.  Any donations would be greatly appreciated.  We 
look forward to a memorable year! 
 

JOY-FILLED INVESTING 
Your investment in Church Extension Fund helps provide facilities for the spreading of Christ’s Gospel.  Your investment 
works for you by earning competitive interest while serving the Lord; a double joy!  For more information, contact Al & 
Esther Perrault or call toll-free 800-242-3944.  (This does not constitute an offer to sell or a request to buy.  The offer is made 
solely by CEF’s Offering Circular.)   
 
2-4-6-8! Saving Stamps are really great!  Hey kids, learn how saving stamps from the Church Extension Fund can help 
you save money and also help build churches and schools.  See Esther Perrault to learn how.  
 
 
SECURITY COMMITTEE 
At the last voters’ meeting in May, 2018, a proposal was introduced that dealt with locking the Narthex doors after the 
start of the worship service.  After some discussion and explanation, a voice vote was taken which was nearly unanimous 
to proceed with the proposal.  The following is how the procedure will work. 
 
Approximately 7 minutes after the ringing of the bells, both Narthex doors will be locked.  For anyone wishing entrance 
after that point, there is a sign on both doors and a call button that will trigger a silent strobe light at the rear of the 
sanctuary where the ushers sit.  
 
All of the doors and windows in the entry area have had SHATTERPROOF film applied, at no cost to the church.  This 
guards against forced entry, accidental breakage, explosive devices and severe weather. 
 
The security committee feels this an appropriate course of action to take to protect our congregation from the type of 
issues that have occurred in other churches.  It has also been considered BEST PRACTICE by the Michigan State Police, our 
liability insurance carrier, our county sheriff and the safety and security company we use for training and advice. 
 
In addition, locking the doors has no effect on exiting the building in an emergency. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Jerry Konieczny in person or at home (271-3380). 
 
Information about the SHATTERPROOF film on the windows:    
   
 The window film may have a cloudy or dimpled appearance until completely dry 
 Can be cleaned with soft cloth or squeegee and any common cleaners. 
 Avoid use of masking tapes, adhesives, or blades and scrapers 
 
CONCORDIA SUNDAY 



 
On Sunday, October 21, Professor Charles Schulz from Concordia University, Ann Arbor, will be here.  He will give the 
sermon and then a short presentation about Concordia University, Ann Arbor during the Fellowship Hour.  Pastor LaFeve 
attended Concordia, Ann Arbor and had Professor Schulz as an academic advisor and as a professor for a number of 
classes.  Professor Schulz is interested especially in speaking with anyone who has any questions at all about church work 
(Pastor, teacher, deaconess, Director of Christian Education, Family Life Director or Youth Worker) or life in general at 
Concordia University.   All are welcome.  Confirmation and high school students and their families are encouraged to 
attend.   
 

FISHING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Walking back to my car after the Leland 4th of July Parade, I was stopped by a middle/young aged couple who asked me 
the meaning of my T-shirt: Fish and Freedom Forever.  I said, “Well, Leland is Fishtown and the 4th is about freedom”.  Then 
I asked them if they were familiar with early Christianity when Christians were being persecuted?  They didn’t really answer 
and I pointed out that if a Christian wasn’t sure about someone they just met, they would look down and with their toe 
scratch a curved line in the dirt.  If the “stranger” then carved an opposite curved line connected to the first line creating a 
fish picture, they would both know they were both believers in Jesus Christ who bought the ultimate freedom for all of us 
on His Cross and with His empty tomb.  They said thank you very much and we went on our way.  I guess we never know 
who the Holy Spirit will put in front of us.  We just need to be bold in proclaiming the Gospel in whatever situation He 
presents to us.                Don Spinniken 

 

 
BOOK REVIEW 
 Immigrants Among Us, 
Lutheran Framework for Addressing Immigration Issues 
CTCR document 
 This book is one of several dozen the CTCR has put out on various topics. Those other books from the CTCR are in the church 
library. The CTCR (Commission on Theology and Church Relations) is a group of LCMS theologians which has also produced a series of 
papers on comparative religions which are not currently in the library. 
 The USA has long been known as a melting pot for people from various nations. In the past those nations were predominantly 
from Europe but now people from other parts of the world are starting to come to this country. Briefly, this book focuses on how to 
deal with these visitors while remembering both that these people are people for whom Christ died who have physical needs and that 
there may be legal problems in showing mercy to “illegal immigrants”. (We are called to show love mercy and kindness but we also 
need to obey the laws of the land.) 
 There are at least 3 helpful points in this book. 
 Point no. 1. This book takes a very soft approach. There are not a lot of “Thou shall” and “Thou shall nots”.  As they say on page 
5, “Christians committed to the same understanding of scriptural authority may disagree.” This book’s function is to promote discussion 
on a very delicate subject. Right now this is very sensitive topic in our country. We need to talk about this and pray for wisdom. This 
“soft approach” is ideal for encouraging discussion. At the same time there is a list of things we can do lawfully to support the 
immigrants among us. 
 Point no. 2. It encourages us to think about all immigrants and how we can show God’s loving kindness to them. If we listen to 
the news, we get the impression the only people coming to this country are from Latin America and they are only coming into the 
southern or south-western states. This not true. There are people from Pakistan and Iraq living nearby. A girl from one of the Mid-east 
countries was working at a local restaurant. The LCMS was founded by German immigrants. This book encourages us to ask ourselves a 
very important question: “How do we do we share the Gospel with others around us when those others are different from us?” 
 Point no. 3. When we say something derogatory about a person or a group of people simply because they have come from a 
particular country we are in fact breaking the 8th Commandment. Once we think about that the next question we have to ask is, “How 
can we speak well of someone or put the best construction on everything when the person we are thinking about is different from us?” 
 I hope the members of this congregation take time to read this short book. There is a lot here for our consideration. 
 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Russell Egeler 
 



 
 
 

 “Remembering Your Confirmation:  Looking Back and Looking Forward”  
• The event is FREE! 
• Presentation by Dr. John Pless, Professor of Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Indiana and primary 

drafter of the 2017 revised Luther’s Small Catechism. 
• Saturday, October 6, 10:00AM, in the fellowship hall of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Leland, Michigan. 
• Lunch will be served following presentation. 
• You are invited to bring your confirmation memories including pictures, gown, first Bible, Catechism, candle, etc. 

to share. 
• To make a reservation for this workshop, please sign up in the Narthex 
• Revised catechisms will be available to buy at the approximate cost of $15. If you know in advance that you want 

to purchase one, please let it be known when you make your reservation. 
• Please make your reservations by Saturday, September 29.  
 

The members of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Leland, will be celebra�ng their 150th 
Anniversary in 2019. The 500th Anniversary of Mar�n Luther pos�ng his Ninety-Five 
Theses was in 1517. To help connect those two anniversaries, we are hos�ng this 
event, “Remembering Your Confirma�on: Looking Back and Looking Forward”. 
 
The 2017 revised edi�on of Luther’s Small Catechism addresses new ques�ons and 
topics concerning today’s cultural issues and answers ques�ons for the young and 
old. The revision adds much that will enhance its use in the home, congrega�on, 
and school. It includes prayers, hymns, and psalms that will offer opportunity to use 
the catechism devo�onally. 
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