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PASTOR’S REFLECTION 

Dear Parishioners of Immanuel: 

“Remember who you are!” I once heard of a father who would say this to his son every 
morning when he dropped him off at school. As the son was getting out of the car, 
before he closed the door, the father would say to him, “Remember who you are!” The 
father was reminding the son of his identity. 

The penitential season of Lent is a helpful time to “remember who (and whose) we are.” 
We are Baptized Christians who have faith in Christ! Our identity is found in Christ 
who died and rose for us! In the temptation of Jesus by Satan in the wilderness, Satan 
confronts Jesus as the Son of God and tries to lead him away from his identity. He tries 
to get Jesus to doubt His sonship and the plan of salvation that Jesus has come to 
accomplish as the Son of God. Satan tries to get Jesus to forget who He is and so 
abandon what He has come to do. Yet, Jesus is the faithful Son of God!  

In the temptation by Satan in the wilderness, Jesus shows that He is faithful to His 
identity as the Son of God. In the wilderness, Jesus shows that He is faithful to the 
Father’s plan of salvation as He succeeds where Israel, the children of God, failed in 
their forty-year wilderness wandering. Jesus is faithful to the Father’s Word as He 
rebukes Satan’s three-fold temptation: “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone’” (Luke 4:4); “You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve” 
(Luke 4:8); “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (Luke 4:12).  

And St. Luke reminds us in His Gospel that Jesus, the faithful Son of God, is faithful 
unto death. Luke tells us that Jesus “sets His face toward Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), to 
accomplish His exodus, his departure (Luke 9:31), for the salvation of the whole world. 
That the whole world could be reconciled to God through the blood of this Son. That 
the whole world might die to self and rise as new creations in Christ by grace through 
faith alone. That all people might find a new identity as a child of God, wrapped in the righteousness of this Son of God. 
Clothed in Christ. Dying and rising in Christ.  

Forgiven by the blood of this Jesus and baptized into His death and resurrection, you are this new creation. You are 
declared a child of God in your Baptism. This is your identity. The world will continue to try to tell us different. Satan will 
try to tempt us by leading us to abandon and forsake who we are as baptized, forgiven children of God, covered in the 
blood of Jesus. We will do battle with the desires of our sinful flesh. Satan will try to deceive us into thinking that we are 
the sum of our sinful desires. But none of that defines who you are. Only God gets to do that. And He has done it. Through 
His faithful Son. The Son of Joseph (Luke 3:23), the Son of Adam, the Son of God (Luke 3:38). And each day we go to bed 
and wake up, we die and rise, through repentance and faith in Christ for the forgiveness of Sin. Faithful in Christ! Christ, 
the faithful Son of God. For you!  
 
In Christ, 

Pastor LaFeve 
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MUSICAL MEANDERINGS        
    

I thought this quarter, it would be good to review the liturgies and customs that we practice at Immanuel during the 
season of Lent. There are so many of them during Lent compared to any other part of the church year, that from time to 
time it bears explaining. 

The season begins with the imposition of ashes. “From dust you came, to dust you shall return.” A solemn greeting for a 
season of somber reflection. We are accustomed to joyful greetings at holidays and other special events. I’m sure this 
greeting is much like the “brood of vipers” greeting that John gave at the Jordan river. The color purple adorns the altar 
during the entire season, including the Sundays which are technically “Sundays in the season of Lent,” or as one teacher 
said, “little Easters.” We still restrain ourselves during the “Sundays in Lent” by omitting Alleluias and the Gloria in 
Excelsis. The festive Zimbelstern bells on the organ also remain silent for doxologies and the Sanctus during Lent. In 
terms of mood, the season begins here and starts removing different things gradually as we progress toward Holy Week, 
with the exception of the Fourth Sunday in Lent, or as it is referred to in Latin, “Latare” or rejoicing Sunday. This Sunday 
will be accented this year with a special choral anthem. On the Fifth Sunday in Lent, we veil the images, crucifix and 
processional cross in the sanctuary with black veils. This reminds us of the sacredness of the cross and that for a short 
time, Christ was hidden in the earth. Also this Sunday, we stop singing the Gloria Patri, or “Glory be to the Father…” at the 
end of our psalms and canticles. This also reminds us that the end is approaching.  On Palm 
Sunday, we experience a bit of liturgical whiplash. We have the triumphal entry, which we 
celebrate at the beginning of the service. However, the liturgy promptly returns back to the 
Passion-in some churches the entire Passion reading is read before the sermon that day. This 
is usually the custom in churches that don’t hold Maundy Thursday or Good Friday services. 
Our Holy Week continues with Maundy Thursday, which gets its name from “Mandatum,” 
Latin, taken from the Gospel reading for that day “A new command I give to you…” (John 
13:34). This liturgy closes with the Lord’s Supper and finally the stripping of the altar 
accompanied by the chanting of Psalm 51, David’s lament after the prophet Nathan accused 
him of his sin with Bathsheba. Most striking to me are the words “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me” while the altar is bare. Good Friday begins the second service of the 
three-service unit called the Triddum, or The Three Days, ending with Holy Saturday. No 
invocation, no Sacrament, just readings, hymns and the Reproaches, quotations from the 
book of Micah, Jeremiah and Isaiah. Just as the people of Israel caused reproach from God in the Old Testament, our sins 
cause separation from God. Thank God that Jesus took our sins and took away the reproach! The service concludes with 
the Streiptus, or in layman’s terms, a loud bang. This signifies the tomb is closed and always makes me remember my sins 
that put Jesus there. Easter Vigil we celebrate at Trinity in Traverse City, where we get to hear the great stories of 
redemption in the Flood, the Exodus, and many more as God’s plan of salvation unfolds in the OT. Finally, we bust out the 
This is the Feast and the first Alleluias of Easter. Traditionally, this service was held at night and the Alleluias were sung as 
the sun rose on Easter morning. Then all the baptismal candidates that were waiting for baptism during the season of Lent 
were baptized in the rays of the early morning sun on Easter day.  

I hope this little foray into Lenten customs and liturgies is helpful. It’s certainly not exhaustive and just skims the surface 
as to different things we could do during Lent to aid us in our journey toward the cross. I hope it might answer some 
questions you might have about our practices during Lent and make it more meaningful for you. 

In Christ,    

Mark Peters, Music Director 
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT         

After only two months serving as your President/Chairman, I had the privilege of working with the congregation on our 
service time.  I consider it a privilege because of the importance to the members.   

I found it interesting that the survey showed a 56% to 44% favor for the existing 9:00 AM service followed by Bible Study 
and Sunday School and a 62% to 38% preference by the voting members for the 9:00 AM service. 

There are two things that I may not have shared at the Voter’s Meeting that I would like to share in this message. 

First, for those who thought the survey would be the official decision on the church service time, that would be 
unconstitutional.  Only voting members are allowed to make that decision and there was no way of identifying who 
responded to the survey; thus the voters meeting. 

Second, presenting an either “yes” or “no” vote on the motion of the 9:00 AM service (as the survey preferred), allowed a 
greater chance of defeat of the motion from those that still wanted to pursue other options, such as 10:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 
Saturday night, Sumer-Winter, etc.   

I hope this may help explain the procedure and explain some unanswered questions.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kim Koehler 

 

HELP WANTED! 
Please consider helping with the church cleaning on April 6.  We will begin at 8:00AM, but any 
hours or time you can give will be most appreciated.  Bring any buckets, rags, or other cleaning 

supplies you can use.  Men and women of all ages are needed!  Lunch will be provided. 
We want the facilities to be “spic ‘n span” for our guests during this 150th anniversary year. 

Thank you! 
 

 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND           
 
Practice Stewardship When You Invest 
We are familiar with the word “stewardship” when talking about giving.  But it’s also an appropriate word when talking 
about how we save and invest for future needs.  Church Extension Fund offers a great way to manage some of your 
personal or church funds through investments that not only produce interest income 
for your needs, but also help build new churches and schools in the Michigan 
District.  Just contact Al and Esther Perrault (271-3479) or call 800-242-3944 for 
more information.  (This does not constitute an offer to sell or a request to buy.  The offer is 
made solely by CEF’s Offering Circular). 
 
 
 
 
 



 

QUILTING DEN 

Kelly Sparks and Diane Joyce, with assistant Majean Sparks, drove two vehicles to the Munson Hospital laundry and 
picked up a very large donation of 325 blankets which we will use for fillers for quilts.  What a great gift!   
167 quilts were taken to Trinity Lutheran Church for World Relief around the world.  A BIG THANK YOU to Bill Sherman 
and Melissa and Andy Send for their work and trips to Traverse City.  Sara Wikle delivered another 24 quilts to the 
Salvation Army to give to those in need.  Thank you Sara!   We are happy to have Sara and her mom, Sharon Howard, 
as well as Peggy Reinsch, join us as new quilters. 
 
We also thank Jean Hermann for the big donation made to our quilt making.  Diane and Bob Joyce have donated more 
quilt material, and soon Doug Martin (Daphne Martin’s son) is delivering more fabric to us from his aunt, for quilts.   
Thank you to Karen and Jerry Konieczny for fixing our quilt frame and donating new clamps.  We also thank Bob Howard 
for his carpentry skills.  He made and donated a very nice sewing machine table.   
 
Keep us in mind when you do spring cleaning.  Quilts, mattress pads, sheets of all sizes, fabric left from sewing projects 
--- we take all donations! 
 

POBLO 
Kathie Gneuhs, Don & Diane Allington went to Poblo in November to deliver items donated to their ministries by Immanuel 
members.  While there, they met Joy Markus.  Here is her biography from the POBLO website: 
“Joy Markus gained a Master’s degree in Islamic shariah law, going on to establish a high school department of Islamic 
religion.  One day in class, a student asked a question about Allah, which Joy could not answer.  This caused her to 
search, eventually doubting Islam.  A fellow teacher, who was Christian, gave Joy a Bible to read, connecting her to a 
Pastor who answered all her questions.  Joy was convinced of the truth, but could not face the challenge of losing her 
career, her family, and a secure life in order to follow Christ.  Sharing her faith in Christ with family brought her threats of 
death.  Miraculously with God’s help, POBLO received Joy as a missionary in training, as she now shares Jesus’ love 
with non-believers in Metro-Detroit and via the internet.”     

Joy shared more of her story with us personally.  She was one of 15 children, and her 
father’s favorite.  He was a strict Muslim.  When he found a small Bible under her 
pillow, he beat her and took her to their masque where the three local Shaman each 
raped her in front of her father and then they locked her in a room where they told her 
in 10 days she would be executed.  One day her door was left unlocked and by the 
grace of God she escaped and ran to the Pastor who had been instructing her in her 
new faith.  He took her to the American Embassy in Kuwait where, by the hand of God, the Director of US Homeland 
Security was visiting on that day.  He was instrumental in helping her get on a plane bound for Detroit and into the hands 
of POBLO.  I’m hear to tell you, when you hear a story like this from the victim herself, it is something that will change 
you. 

Pastor Khan called me last week to share with me that in 2018 they had baptized 21 Muslims into the Christian faith.  
The work POBLO is doing is worthy of our assistance and help.  Please pray for Pastor Khurram Khan, Executive Director 
of POBLO, his brother Rev. Farrukh Khan, Director of Development (he is the Pastor who came to Immanuel a few years 
back), Rev. Dr. Gary Rohwer, Director of Missions and Education at POBLO and their several Ambassadors and 
Missionaries. 
Thank you! 
Diane Allington 
 
           



BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

Are we “Reluctant Witnesses”?  We all know the “great Commission”, to make “disciples of all . . .”, but are we reluctant to make 
that first move, to start a conversation about faith with another?  I can’t speak for others here at Immanuel but if I’m honest, I 
have to answer, “yes”.  Yes, I have many times been reluctant or nervous or afraid, afraid I might say the wrong thing, etc., etc.. 

Our church receives a periodical called The Lutheran Layman from Lutheran Hour Ministries and in the current issue they offer 
“A Practical Tool for “RELUCTANT WITNESSES”.   That would be us! 

Your Evangelism Committee has ordered some “Spiritual Conversation” curve cards that we will be talking about soon after they 
arrive.  The Curve Card is a pocket guide that we all can use to help guide us as we share the Gospel with others.  Perhaps we’ll 
give a short presentation at an upcoming coffee hour after the Service.  In the meantime, this Lutheran Layman periodical will be 
available for your perusal in your church library in The Net. 

Stay tuned! 

Don Spinniken, Evangelism Committee member     

BOX TOPS 

There is a box in the Narthex for Box Tops for education.  Box Tops collected benefit Leland Public School. Included products 
and more information can be found at www.boxtops4education.com\earn\participating-products  

 

BOOK REVIEW 
The Creator’s Tapestry 

Scriptural Perspectives on Man-Woman Relationships in Marriage and the Church 
A CTCR document from CPH 

 A tapestry is where single threads are joined into a single beautiful woven object. What a nice illustration of marriage! 
 This document from the Commission on Theology and Church Relations was written ten ago but is so topically relevant 
that it could have been written yesterday. It contains many valuable points for further consideration but only three will be 
considered here. 
 It deals with the submission of a wife to her husband. In modern understanding “submission” has changed into the 
misunderstanding that the Bible commands women view themselves and to be treated as second-class people.  It does not. 
Submission is taught in various contexts in the New Testament. For example, Jesus submitted to his earthly parents (Luke 2:51); 
Christians submit to political authorities (Roman13:1,5); The Church submits to Christ (Eph.5:24). In these examples of biblical 
submission and the others given on pages 25-27 leave no room for the thought that submission means the person doing the 
submitting is a lesser person. 
 This work deals with the nature of love of the husband for his wife. In the modern view love is an emotion. As long as the 
“moon lit night strolling on the beach with a warm breeze” feeling exists there is love in the marriage. When this feeling goes 
away the basis of marriage is gone it is time to divorce. The love of a husband for his wife is much deeper according to the Bible. 
The word used in Eph.5:28 is agape which implies “self-sacrificial act of the will” (page 28). This is the kind of love God had in 
John 3:16. (God loved us when we hated and feared Him.) 
 This work deals with a powerful weapon we as Christians have in the defense of marriage. Considering the many ways 
marriage is being attacked today “weapon” is completely appropriate in this context. That weapon is Baptism. Briefly, “Baptism 
means death to practices that make love grow cold and undermine a trusting companionship.” (page 21) Think about what it 
would mean in a marriage where both the man and the woman understand that their sins and the sins of their spouse have been 
washed away and that both they and their spouse are to walk in the new life that comes from the Gospel. 
 I would like to recommend this book for all the members of this congregation. It is refreshing to see what biblical 
marriage looks like in contrast to the unbiblical pictures of marriage we see so often in our culture. I would like to recommend 
this book for several groups in particular. First of all, to those young people who will soon start dating need to see this. Second, 
those who are engaged and will soon be married need to see this book. Third, those who have been married a short time need to 
see this book. I am convinced that if the ideas presented in this book were widely practiced, the divorce rate would drop like a 
lead weight dropped into Lake Michigan. 
Russell Egeler 
 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/participating-products
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