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Pastor’s Reflections Dear Parishioners of Immanuel, 

As many of you already know, at Immanuel’s May 2018 biannual Voters’ 
Mee�ng, the voters unanimously passed a resolu�on in support of your 
pastor con�nuing his educa�on through a formal Doctor of Ministry 
program. Thank you for your support!  

Since finishing my thesis for the Master of Sacred Theology (STM) in 
February 2017, I have been looking for a way to con�nue formal studies 
while s�ll serving full-�me at Immanuel. A�er prayerful considera�on and 
conversa�on with my wife and other brothers in the Ministry, I believe that 
the Lord has provided such a con�nuing educa�on opportunity for me 
through the Doctor of Ministry program at Duke Divinity School. In the 
remainder of this ar�cle, I would like to give the congrega�on more 
informa�on about this opportunity. 

The Doctor of Ministry (DMin) is a professional theological degree that is very prac�cal in nature. Unlike the more 
academic Doctor of Philosophy (Phd), or Doctor of Theology (Thd), the DMin is designed to help Pastors serve even more 
effec�vely in Parish Ministry. The DMin program that I will matriculate into is at Duke Divinity School and is �tled, 
“Pastoral Leadership in the Chris�an Tradi�on.” The program will take approximately three years to complete and is 
designed to accommodate the schedule and demands of a full-�me Parish Pastor.  

The first two years of the program comprise the course work por�on, consis�ng of five, week-long residen�al seminars at 
Duke Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina (second week of August, first week of January, and second week of May 
from August 2018 to January 2020). The program culminates with the student working alongside a faculty member to 
produce a research-based thesis that combines thorough academic scholarship with the concrete reali�es of the 
student’s current parish. As of now, I am interested in wri�ng a thesis in the area theology and the arts (visual and music) 
for Parish Ministry.  

For the week-long seminars, I plan to atend some of them on my own while atending others with the whole family and 
taking some vaca�on �me either before or a�er. My sister and her family live an hour-and-a-half away from Durham, so 
there may be �mes that we will be able to visit with them. 

Once again, I am very grateful for the congrega�on’s support in this endeavor. I ask that you keep me and my family in 
your prayers as we embark on this venture together with all of you. May God’s Spirit be with us all as, through His Word, 
we seek to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  

In Christ, 

Pastor LaFeve  
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MUSICAL MEANDERINGS 

It’s the summer again, and we’re looking forward to all our great programs for this year. The first is 
Wednesday, June 13 at noon, featuring yours truly on piano. I’m playing a program of piano works by Bach, 
Chopin, Rachmaninoff, Brahms, Debussy and Mozart. It should be a great program. The concert will be held in 
the basement of the church in the fellowship hall. 

The second program will be held on Sunday, July 1 at 3:00 PM. It will be a Trinity Hymn Festival and feature 
our choir and guest organist Nathan Beethe, Kantor of Grace Lutheran Church in Auburn, MI. Nathan is a 
great organist and we’re looking forward to sharing all these great hymns focusing on the three persons of the 
Trinity. 

The final program of the summer will be on Saturday, August 4 at 7 PM featuring Stephen Wurst on the organ. 
Stephen is a doctoral candidate at the University of Oklahoma and a son of Pastor Robert Wurst of Good 
Harbor. We hope to see all of you at these very unique and musical events this summer! 

I wanted to keep you all updated on what’s going on with our family. We have just purchased a house west of 
Interlochen and will be moving the second week of July. We thank all of you for keeping your eyes peeled for 
available housing and different options for us. We finally decided on this house because of its proximity to a 
majority of my piano tuning clients and its cost for the features it provides. It is about a 45-minute drive to 
Leland, but is moderated by the shorter travel the rest of the week. We will keep you informed on ways you 
might be able to help as we get closer to the moving date. Thank you for keeping us in your prayers.  

In Christ, 

Mark Peters 
 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Come join us – Join fellow Lutherans in the excitement of expanding God’s Kingdom through the 
Michigan District Church Extension Fund (CEF).  With your investment, you are part of a large family 
of investors who are building God’s Kingdom, providing “space and place” for the preaching and 
teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Ask Al & Esther Perrault about all the Church Extension Fund 
investment opportunities.  You can also call 800-242-3944 or visit them at www.mi-cef.org.  
 
YOUTH 
The Youth of Immanuel were active in April with the Easter festivities ssetting up, coloring eggs, 
stuffing eggs, and running the Easter egg hunt.  Fundraising and support for Eric Royston and his 
family as they battle his cancer prognosis are currently underway.  For this project, our youth are 
coloring quilt blocks with the theme of “Leelanau” and our amazing quilters are working with us to 
get the project completed and into the silent auction by June 23rd.  June also brings us to a planned 
camping trip being spearheaded by Melissa Send for a weekend on the island.   
Tanya Popp 

http://www.mi-cef.org/
http://www.mi-cef.org/


HIKING CLUB NEWS 

June 21:  Pyramid Point – Plus two trails not taken in the past.  M-22 south of Leland to Port 
Oneida Road.  Follow Port Oneida Road north for two miles and turn right onto Basch Road.  
Approximately 1/3 of a mile down the road is the trail head parking lot on the left.  A backpack lunch 
is suggested. 
July 19:  DeYoung Natural Area.  On M-22 north of Traverse City, and west on Cherry Bend Road.  2 
Miles to Trail Head parking on East side.  2 Miles in 2 hours!   
August 16: Alligator Hill. Just east of Glen Arbor, turn off of M-109, onto Stocking Drive.  Trail head 
parking is ¾ mile south.  Come see how much mother nature is healing the “hill” so devasted by 
storms a couple years ago. 
September 20:  Kettles Trail.  Take County Road 616 west of Maple City and turn left on S. Fritz 
Road, and then 2 miles, and turn left on W. Lanham Road.  2 miles to trail head. 
October 18:  Gregory Trail.  2801 N. Jacobsen Road, Suttons Bay.  Take M-22 north of the village of 
Suttons Bay to Jacobsen Road.  Farm will be approximately 3 miles down the road on the left.   
All hikes begin at 6:30.   Please plan on meeting at the trail head at 6:15.  Bring your water bottles.  
And please, RSVP to Don & Diane Allington.  Additional details on each hike will be available as the 
dates gets closer.    
If you have never gone with us before but would like to come please see me anytime at church and I 
can share more information with you. 
Happy Trails, Diane Allington 
 
QUILTERS’ DEN 
 

We are taking a break for the summer.   Remember we can always use more sheets and materials if 
you would have any to donate.  In October, we will be packing for delivery to World Relief and 
Salvation Army.  Thank you!    Lenore Hagstrom        

  

 

 
 



 
 
 

Patrio�c Hymn Sing 
ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 

Sponsored by Immanuel Lutheran Church, Leland 

 
Tuesday, July 3, 2018, 8:00PM 

PATRIOTIC SONGS 
PRAYERS FOR THE NATION 

RECOGNITION OF VETERANS 
FREE REFRESHMENTS 

Bring a Blanket or Lawn Chair! 
Come for the Hymn Sing and stay for the fireworks! 

Come for the Hymn Sing and stay for the Fireworks!!! 
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and  

invite your friends and family to join you! Singing will be led by Mark Peters & Jim Cox 



 
2018 Summer Evening Service Schedule 

7:00PM on Sundays at the Lake Leelanau RV Park Lodge 

Sermon Series: 
“Our Great Savior:  Jesus and His Miracles in the Gospel of Mark” 

 
June 10:  Evening Prayer Jesus Heals Man with Unclean Spirit, Mark 1:21-28 
June 17:  Vespers,  Jesus Cleanses a Leper,  Mark 1:40-45 
July 1:  Compline,  Jesus Heals a Paralytic,  Mark 2:1-12 
July 8:  Evening Prayer,  Jesus Calms a Storm,  Mark 4:35-41 
July 15:  Vespers,  Jesus Heals Woman and Jairus’s Daughter,  Mark 5:21-43 
July 22:  Compline,  Jesus Feeds 5000, Mark 6:30-44 
July 29:  Evening Prayer,  Jesus Walks on Water,  Mark 6:45-52 
August 19:  Vespers,  Jesus Heals the Syrophoenician’s Daughter, Mark 10:46-52 
August 26:  Compline,  Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus,  Mark 10:46-52 

 



 
 
 

Officers and Board Members for 2018 
Immanuel Lutheran Church of Leland, MI 

 
 

 
Church Officers   Elders    Trustees   
President - Jim Cox   Russell Egeler   Don Jansma  
Secretary – Esther Send  Robert Gregory  Craig Popp   

 Treasurer – Dianne Gregory  Richard Light   Tracy Scott  
       Al Perrault   Jon Staudacher   

Stewardship    Ken Tietje   Chris Tietje 
Don Allington        Ken Tietje 
Larry Esch    Evangelism 
Scott Koehler    Chai Nelson   Youth 
Travis Nelson    Ric Ornelas   Jennifer Grant 
Dora Runge    Kathryn Peters   Rhonda Howard 
Don Spinniken    Devon Sprandel  Rhonda Mack 
Chris Tietje    Sandy Tietje   Tanya Popp 

       Cathy Heidel   Melissa Send 
           Donna Wilson 
  Education 
  Carol Coldwell 
  Alice Cox 
  Russell Egeler 
  Talitha LaFeve 
  Mary Light 
  Marilyn Norwood 
 
 
 
 
 

1869-2019 
 
Stay tuned . . . . the plans to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church are under way.  The theme of our celebration is “Stewards of 
God’s Grace” and is based on 1 Peter 4:10:  “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
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