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Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Sit 

 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow 

 

 

 

 
Text: William J. Sparrow Simpson, 1860–1952 Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Readings 
 

Reading Matthew 27:1–2, 11–26 
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 27. 

  

 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus 

to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the 

governor. 

 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, 

he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against 

you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. 

 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom 

they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, 

Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 

Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was 

sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous 

man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests and the 

elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to 

them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate 

said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 

crucified!” And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him 

be crucified!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be 

crucified. 

  

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

 
Sermon 

 
 

Stand if able 

 



8 

 

Psalm Psalm 130 

 

Out | of the depths* 

 I cry to you, | O LORD! 

O Lord, | hear my voice!* 

 Let your ears be attentive 

 to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 

If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 

 O Lord, | who could stand? 

But with you there is for- | giveness,* 

 that you | may be feared. 

I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 

 and in his | word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 

 more than watchmen for the | morning,* 

 more than watchmen for the | morning. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

 For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,* 

 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 

And he will redeem | Israel* 

 from all his in- | iquities. 
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Prayer 
Kneel/Sit 

Litany (Lent) 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” 
is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.  

 

 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of 

the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

 

 
 

 
 
Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Stand if able 

 

 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 
 

Benediction 
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878 Abide with Me 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  Text and tune: Public domain 
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