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Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

 

445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning 
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004441 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004441 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Matthew 26:69–74 
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 26. 

  

 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, 

“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know 

what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said 

to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: “I 

do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly 

you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself 

and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

 

Sermon 
 

 
Stand 
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Psalm 
 Psalm 142 

With my voice I cry out | to the LORD;* 

 with my voice I plead for mercy | to the LORD. 

I pour out my complaint be- | fore him;* 

 I tell my trouble be- | fore him. 

When my spirit faints within me, 

 you | know my way!* 

In the path where I walk 

 they have hidden a | trap for me. 

Look to the right and see: 

 there is none who takes notice | of me;* 

no refuge remains to me; 

 no one cares | for my soul. 

I cry to you, | O LORD;* 

 I say, “You are my refuge, 

 my portion in the land of the | living.” 

Attend to my cry, 

 for I am brought | very low!* 

Deliver me from my persecutors, 

 for they are too | strong for me! 

Bring me out of prison, 

 that I may give thanks | to your name!* 

The righteous will surround me, 

 for you will deal bountifully | with me. 
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Prayer 
 

 

Litany (Lent) 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” 

is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of 

the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 



10 

 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 
 

Benediction 
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887 Now the Light Has Gone Away 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79, alt. Tune: Liederbuch für Kleinkinder-Schulen, 1842, Kaiserswerth Text and tune: Public domain 
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