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Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Go to Dark Gethsemane…………………………………………………Handbells 

 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 



7 

 

 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962Text: Public domainTune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110004441 

 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Matthew 26:47–56 
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 26. 

  

 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given 

them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once 

and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to 

do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who 

were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest 

and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take 

the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 

once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, 

that it must be so?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, 

with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 

seize me. But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then 

all the disciples left him and fled. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 
Psalm Psalm 95:1–9 

 

Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;* 

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation! 

Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;* 

 let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise! 

For the LORD is a | great God,* 

 and a great King a- | bove all gods. 

In his hand are the depths | of the earth;* 

 the heights of the mountains are his | also. 

The sea is his, for he | made it,* 

 and his hands formed the | dry land. 

Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;* 

 let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker! 

For he | is our God,* 

 and we are the people of his pasture, 

 and the sheep | of his hand. 

Today, if you | hear his voice,* 

 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

 as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness, 

when your fathers put me | to the test* 

 and put me to the proof, though they had | seen my work. 
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Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany (Lent) 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” 

is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of 

the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 
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Benediction 

 

 
 

886 The Day Thou Gavest 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt.Tune: Clement C. Scholefield, 1839–1904Text and tune: Public domain 
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