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Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
1285 Main Street, Hamilton, Ohio – 45013-1621
Church: 785-2361

School: 785-2364

E-Mail: Immanuelhamilton@gmail.com

Fax: 863-2502

Website: www.immanuelhamilton.com

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND:
Christmas Day Service: 10:00am
Sunday Worship Services: 8:00am & 10:45am
Sunday School & Bible Classes: 9:45am
Breakfast: 9:15am

2

During the service the light is spread from the Advent Wreath to candles throughout the church to remind
us that Christ, the True Light, came into this world to share his light with all peoples, as we continue to do
today. Christmas celebrates the coming of heaven down to earth in the person and life of Jesus Christ,
knowing that He came and will come again.

Lessons and Carols on the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord
Stand if able

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Lighting of the Christ Candle
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit.
C We gather to celebrate the birth of the one who is the light of the world, Jesus, born this
night in Bethlehem of Judea.
P We light the candle of hope to remind us of the promises made by all the prophets that God would
raise up a savior for his people Israel.
C Christ is our hope and our salvation. He calls us to share our hope in him with each other.
P We light the candle of peace to remind us that it is in him that peace can be found.
C Christ brings the peace of God to us. He calls us to share the peace he gives with each other.
P We light the candle of joy to remind us that Christ brings the promise of new life, a life of true
and everlasting joy for all those that abide in him.
C As Mary rejoiced in the birth of Jesus - so his birth brings us joy. God calls us to share the
joy he gives with each other.
P We light the candle of love to remind us that Jesus is God's gift of love to us - and that in him, the
light of love triumphs over darkness.
C Christ's love never fails - it transforms all those who give it and receive it. God calls us to
share his love with each other.
P We light the Christ candle to remind us that the light of the world was born this night.
C The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness - on them a light has shined.
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
C and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
P His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
C He is also called Emmanuel, for in him God is with us.
Sit

Lessons and Carols
Lesson: The seed of the woman shall crush the serpent’s head

Genesis 3:8–15

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked,
and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of
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which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

376 Once in Royal David's City (Soloist sings stanza 2)

soloist
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Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!

Public domain
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Lesson: God’s Promises to Abraham

Genesis 22:15–18

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said,
“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

“Noel Canon”
Lesson: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light
Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
The people who walked in darkness
Of the increase of his government and of peace
have seen a great light;
there will be no end,
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
on them has light shined.
to establish it and to uphold it
For to us a child is born,
with justice and with righteousness
to us a son is given;
from this time forth and forevermore.
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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412 The People That in Darkness Sat (women, st 3; men st. 5)

women

men 5
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His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.
Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Public domain
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Lesson: A branch from the stem of Jesse
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
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Isaiah 11:1–9

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (Men sing v. 2; Women v. 3)

Men
Women

Public domain
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Lesson: The angel Gabriel visits Mary

Luke 1:26–35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And
the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of
greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God.
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
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Lesson: The birth of Jesus

Luke 2:1–7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went
to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

364 Away in a Manger (7:15 v. 1 Children’s Choir; v. 2,3 congregation)

children
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Lesson: The shepherds visit the Christ Child

Luke 2:8–20

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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Lesson: The Wise Men are led to the Christ Child

Matthew 2:1–12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem (st.1 all, st.2 women, st.3 men, st.4 all)

women
men

Text (sts. 1–4) and Music: Public domain

Lesson: The mystery of the Incarnation

John 1:1–14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Sermon
Offering (undesignated Christmas Eve Offering is donated to local charities)
Voluntary: “He Is Born”
Stand of able
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Prayer of the Church
at the conclusion of the prayer
P
C

... To You be all glory and honor, worship and praise, now and forevermore.
Amen

Service of the Sacrament (11:00 Service, 7:15 skip to pg. 22)
Stand

Preface
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.
In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and
drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus,
our Lord.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei

Sit

Christmas Eve Distribution
Distribution will be done today in the continuous style. If you are only receiving a blessing please
cross your hands over your chest after you come forward as directed by the ushers.

Communion Statement
Holy Communion at Immanuel is an important part of our worship and one of the three means by
which God pours out His grace upon us. In, with and under the bread and wine we receive the
true body and blood of Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, believing Jesus' words, "this is my
body, this is my blood” Before coming to communion one should examine him/herself: Am I sorry
for my sins? Do I believe in my Savior Jesus Christ and in His words in the Sacrament? Do I
plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to change my sinful life? Communion is a family meal for
those in fellowship with Immanuel Lutheran Church or a sister congregation. It is for baptized
Christians who have been instructed in the meaning and power of the sacrament and who accept
the teachings of the Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod. If you have not communed at
Immanuel previously, please make an appointment to speak to the pastor during the coming
week. Those who are not communing and children and youth who have not yet made their first
communion but wish to come to the rail for a blessing, are asked to cross their hands over their
chest while at the rail.
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Communion Prayers
Before Communing Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and
drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise
You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your
Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
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“What Child Is This”
359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Sit
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The light from the Christ candle is shared in the congregation. Please tip your unlit candle to receive the
flame from a lit candle.

363 Silent Night, Holy Night

Stanza 4 (German Stanza 1)
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.
Text and Music: Public domain
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Blessing
P May he who by his incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, fill us with such
joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. And the
blessing of God Almighty: the Father, the Son T, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you always.
C Amen.
Please extinguish the candles and stand, if able, for the final hymn of joy

Joy to the World

LSB 387
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In Service to Our Lord on Christmas Eve:
Pastor: Rev. Kevin Jud
Organist: Pamela Stumpf, Music Director
Reader: 7:15 Brittany Hess
11:00 Haley Martin
Musicians: David Reder, trumpet, Heather Schwan,
Carrie Whitaker, Sue Martin, Hailey Martin, Bethany
French, Dawn Farmer, Beth Fleming, Denny Ray, Richard
Jefferson.

10:00 AM Communion Service
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