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Theme of the Day
Change. It’s often said that the only person who likes change is a baby with a wet diaper! Change.
That’s God’s plan for Moses. That’s also God’s plan for us!
Stand if able

Invocation and Call to Worship
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago
You are the God who performs miracles.

P
C

You display your power among the nations.
With your mighty arm you redeemed your people.

P
C

The descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
The waters saw you, O God, the waters saw you and writhed.

P
C

The very depths were convulsed.
Your path led through the sea.

P
C

Your way through the mighty waters.
Though your footprints were not seen.
You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron!

Sit

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
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Tune and text: Public domain

Kneel/Sit

Confession and Absolution
P
C

Hear me, merciful and mighty Father, as I confess my bondage to sin and death.
I know that nothing good lives in me.

P
C

That is, in my sinful nature.
I have the desire to do good.

P
C

But I cannot carry it out.
What I do is not the good I want to do.

P
C

No, the evil I do not want to do, this I keep on doing.
I find this law at work—

P
C

When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.
In my inner being I delight in your law.

P

But I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin and death.
Who will rescue me from this body of death?

C

[You are invited to silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, Christ’s love is greater.]
P

C

Hear the good news! The same God who delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage also
delivers you from your body of sin and death! Jesus Christ, the Passover Lamb, has been
sacrificed and his blood forgives you and sets you free! He turned the sea into dry land;
we passed through the waters on foot. Though God’s footprints were not seen.
He led his people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron!

Sit
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440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

sts. 5–6

Kneel/Sit

Prayer of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, right where we are, you love us with an everlasting love. But
you love us too much to let us remain there. Give us faith and humility to accept your
process of change so that—more and more—we become like Jesus. We pray in his name,
Amen.

C

Readings
Old Testament Reading:
P

Exodus 3:1–14

The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, the third chapter.

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and
he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And
the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked,
and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to
see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see,
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do
not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt
and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a
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good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of
the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians
oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of
Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
children of Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for
you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on
this mountain.”
Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has
sent me to you.’”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading:
P

Romans 12:1–2

The Epistle is from Romans, the twelfth chapter.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand if able

Holy Gospel:
P
C

Matthew 16:21–28

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This
shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and
forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? For the Son of Man is going to
come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to
what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sit
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Sermon

Prayer
Kneel/Sit

Prayers of the Church

2
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we offer before You our common supplications for the wellbeing of Your Church throughout the world. So guide and govern it by Your Holy Spirit
that all who profess themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Send down upon
all ministers of the Gospel and upon the congregations committed to their care the
healthful spirit of Your grace that they may please You in all things. Behold in mercy all
who are in authority over us. Supply them with Your blessing that they may be inclined
to Your will and walk according to Your commandments. We humbly ask Your abiding
presence in every situation that You would make known Your ways among us. Preserve
those who travel, satisfy the wants of Your creatures, and help those who call upon You
in any need that they may have patience in the midst of suffering and, according to Your
will, be released from their afflictions; through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. God, you are
calling me to change and so I say:
C Here I am.

Lord's Prayer
P
C

Matthew 6:9–13
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Stand if able

Benediction
P
C
P
C

2 Corinthians 13:14
Though God’s footprints were not seen.
He led his people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
May the Almighty God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—lead you into new seasons of
change and joy and peace.
Amen and Amen!
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878 Abide with Me

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy
victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows
flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Offering will be collected at both doors
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