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Theme of the Day 
God does big things with small stuff! He does it for Israel through Moses and he does it for us through 

Jesus. 
 

Stand if able 
 

Ash Wednesday Address 
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy 

season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the 

holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-

denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His 

Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the 

power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come 

to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 
 

Kneel/Sit 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

Litany for Ash Wednesday  

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
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P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, 

fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by 

Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the 

coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the 

day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen 

and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our 

repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and 

console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all 

who stand in need of our prayer; to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to 

have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect  

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal 

nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully 

pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are 

repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 
The pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation coming forward if desired. 

Using the right thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the 

sign of the cross, saying: 

 

Address for Imposition of Ashes  

A Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. 

 

Sung during imposition 
 

453 Upon the Cross Extended  
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5 Your soul in griefs unbounded, 

Your head with thorns surrounded, 

     You died to ransom me. 

The cross for me enduring, 

The crown for me securing, 

     You healed my wounds and set me free. 
 

6 Your cords of love, my Savior, 

Bind me to You forever, 

     I am no longer mine. 

To You I gladly tender 

All that my life can render 

     And all I have to You resign. 
 

7 Your cross I place before me; 

Its saving pow’r restore me, 

     Sustain me in the test. 

It will, when life is ending, 

Be guiding and attending 

     My way to Your eternal rest. 
Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand if able 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Sit 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand if able 

Service of the Word 

Psalm: (Chanted Responsively) Psalm 39 

P I said, “I will guard my ways, that I may not sin | with my tongue;* 

C I will guard my mouth with a muzzle, so long as the wicked are in my | presence.” 

P I was mute and silent; I held my peace to | no avail,* 

C and my dis- | tress grew worse. 

P My heart became hot within me. As I mused, the | fire burned;* 

C then I spoke | with my tongue: 

P “O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my days;* 

C let me know how fleeting | I am! 

P Behold, You have made my days a few | handbreadths,* 

C and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore You. 

P Surely all mankind stands as a | mere breath!* 

C Surely a man goes about as a | shadow! 

P Surely for nothing they are in | turmoil;* 

C man heaps up wealth and does not know who will | gather! 

P “And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?* 

C My hope | is in You. 

P Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.* 

C Do not make me the scorn | of the fool! 

P I am mute; I do not open | my mouth,* 

C for it is You who have | done it. 

P Remove Your | stroke from me;* 

C I am spent by the hostility | of Your hand. 

P When You discipline a man with rebukes for sin, You consume like a moth what is | dear 

to him;* 

C surely all mankind is a | mere breath! 

P “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not Your peace | at my tears!* 
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C For I am a sojourner with You, a guest, like all my | fathers. 

P Look away from me, that I may | smile again,* 

C before I depart and | am no more!” 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 2:1–10 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. The woman 

conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three 

months. When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and 

daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the 

river bank. And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him. Now the 

daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women walked beside 

the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and she took it. 

When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him 

and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, 

“Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” And 

Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. And 

Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give 

you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. When the child grew up, she 

brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, 

“Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  2 Corinthians 5:16–21 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 

regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is 

from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand if able 
 



8 

Verse For Lent  

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 6:1–4, 16–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 

for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they 

have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees 

in secret will reward you. 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 

that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 

But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by 

others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

543 What Wondrous Love Is This  

 

 

 



9 

 
Public domain 

Sit 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand if able 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Stand if able 
 

Prayer of the Church  

P On this occasion, when we especially remember our sin and our mortality, let us pray for 

the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

P Merciful Father, Your Son was tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin. Give 

Your baptized children strength to withstand persecution and temptation. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
 

P Father, Your Son heard the devil twist the words of Holy Scripture and yet was not 

deceived. Give us pastors who will preach and teach Your Word accurately; and give us 

ears, minds, and hearts to receive that Word for our own defense, endurance, and 

confession of the true Christian faith; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, king of the universe, You have chosen to provide for all people through 

earthly government and commerce. Give us rulers and business people who conduct all 

affairs within Your good and gracious law, so that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, 

godly and dignified in every way, because this is pleasing in Your sight, and You desire 

all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 

P Almighty God, there are many who would gladly extinguish Your Gospel and Your 

people. Bless our enemies and cause them to live with us in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 

P Merciful Father, You know the trials and suffering of Your children. We ask You 

especially to care for our loved ones,               . Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  
 

P Father, Your Son gave His living and life-giving body and blood for us to eat and drink 

that through it, forgiveness of sin, life and salvation would crowd out the death that we 

have inherited. Give us deep and abiding joy even during this penitential season. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven  we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus  

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might: 

Heav'n and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Proclamation of Christ  

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He 

comes. 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
Sit 

 

Communion Statement  

Holy Communion at Immanuel is an important part of our worship and one of the three means by which God 

pours out His grace upon us.  In, with and under the bread and wine we receive the true body and blood of Christ 

Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, believing Jesus' words, "this is my body, this is my blood” Before coming to 

communion one should examine him/herself:  Am I sorry for my sins?  Do I believe in my Savior Jesus Christ 

and in His words in the Sacrament?  Do I plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to change my sinful life?  

Communion is a family meal for those in fellowship with Immanuel Lutheran Church or a sister congregation.  It 

is for baptized Christians who have been instructed in the meaning and power of the sacrament and who accept 

the teachings of the Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod.  If you have not communed at Immanuel previously, 

please make an appointment to speak to the pastor during the coming week.  Those who are not communing and 

children and youth who have not yet made their first communion but wish to come to the rail for a blessing, are 

asked to cross their hands over their chest while at the rail. 

Communion Prayers  

Before Communing Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul 

and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my 

mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of 

sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 



13 

607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee  
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562 All Mankind Fell in Adam's Fall  

 

 

 
 

5 As by one man all mankind fell 

And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place, 

We all were justified by grace. 

 

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, 

New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 

This grace our ev’ry way attend 

Until we reach our journey’s end. 
 

569 In Adam We Have All Been One  
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5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

    Thou Son, O set us free 

From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 

    To make us one in Thee. 

 

6 Then shall our song united rise 

    To Thine eternal throne, 

Where with the Father evermore 

    And Spirit Thou art one. 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010508. 

Public domain 

 

Stand if able 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another, that we may stand together 

firmly against the world, the flesh, and the devil, and patiently bear the cross assigned to 

us in the days of our pilgrimage; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

879 Stay with Us  

 

 

 
 

© 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010508. 
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